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Wanda. A name you have probably heard me mention multiple times in newsletters. And for good reason! It all 
started my very first week in South Sudan with my homestay. Living with a local family for a week to fully dive 
into language and culture. Who knew this family would come to feel more like family than I could ever imagine? 
During my time in South Sudan, Wanda really did become my sister, and the memories we share together are 
endless. Sitting at her home talking for hours. Cooking lessons (in which she had to exemplify much patience). 
Journeys out to the gardens to plant and harvest (again, with much patience). Leading a Bible study together. 
Reflecting on God’s Word and worshiping Him together. Meeting together to pray with one another. Wanda is 
committed to the Lord, and her faith often convicted me and deepened my own relationship with the Lord. And 
Wanda has a heart for missions. Even when her parents told her she couldn't go to the hospital in the 
mornings to pray because of her duties at home, she found other times throughout the week to go share the 
good news of Jesus Christ in a community that was without the gospel. And after she finishes her medical 
schooling, Wanda plans to be a medical missionary wherever the Lord may lead her around Africa.  

 

 

         
 
 
Michael. David’s homestay brother who quickly became a good friend, a language helper, and a genuine 
brother in Christ. When we first came to South Sudan, Michael was living out in a village several hours away, 
doing the work of a missionary. David made the several hour journey on the back of a motorcycle (after an 
attempt to go by car became futile due to road conditions). After spending a week with Michael, it was clear 
that he had a heart to spread the gospel, even amidst the many challenges he faced. He eventually returned to 
Torit for a season, where we got the opportunity to get to know him better and grow in friendship. Michael is 
now out in Kenya receiving training in missions so that he can come back to South Sudan better equipped for 
what the Lord has put on His heart. Whether it be out in the same village, or even amongst the unreached tribe 
he comes from, we know Michael has a genuine joy in serving and teaching others about Jesus. 
 



 
 
This is what David and I get excited about! As we eagerly await our return to South Sudan over this season of 
home assignment, we can’t help but reflect on the ways the Lord is using South Sudanese in the growth of His 
kingdom. This is exactly what we had hoped and prayed for in our time in Torit, that local believers would grow 
in their passion to reach the unreached around them. And who knew that the two people we both spent our first 
weeks with in South Sudan would be key individuals in that goal! Now, as we go out to the Laarim, an 
unreached people, we have hope knowing that the Lord is at work in powerful ways amidst believers in South 
Sudan. May His kingdom continue to grow! 
 
With two road trips down, and one to go, it seems like our return to South Sudan is finally approaching. That 
second road trip brought us from Toronto all the way back to Washington State. What an adventure it was! And 
yes, we did listen to the second Lord of the Rings book. We had a blast, and were also thankful for the time to 
reflect on the joy that it was to be able to meet with so many people over our time in Canada. We are so 
thankful for the love and support of friends and family. And now we get to do the same thing in Washington! 
We are here through the end of September (when we head back to South Sudan!) Over our time here, we 
would love to connect with anyone who is around and wanting to meet together. We are so thankful for all of 
the prayers and encourage you to keep on praying, not only for us, but for our fellow believers in South Sudan, 
as well as for the Laarim people group. And praise the Lord for His continual faithfulness to us all!  
 

                              
 



             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
For those interested in supporting us 

financially see the links below: 
 
 

United States Giving 
 

Canada Giving 

  
Feel free to send us an email at 

tessa.vandenbroek@aimint.org 
 

We’d love letters too! 
Our address while in South Sudan is: 

 
PO Box 4008 

Kampala, Uganda 

https://usgiving.aimint.org/missionary/1018560
https://cagiving.aimint.org/member/david-tessa-vandenbroek/
mailto:tessa.vandenbroek@aimint.org

