
Philosophical Influences upon the Church 
Lesson #10 

 

Today’s lesson is going to focus on influences upon both the Universal Church and 

LHBC here in the USA. Some countries outside of the USA may be experiencing 

these influences, but not to the extent that we do. To understand the origin of many 

of the influences we will start with explanations of philosophies that have highly 

influenced our universities, our radically changing culture, and to some extent, 

sadly, Christianity.  

Modernism 

 

Modernism first arose in the great “Age of Reason” of the late 18th century called 

The Enlightenment. It was based on the assumption that only science can explain 

reality. The modernist scorned the idea of divine revelation, miracles, or anything 

supernatural. In other words, the starting point for modernism was a rejection of 

the truth of Scripture. The generally high view of science had an impact on 

theology in the late nineteenth and early twentieth-century. Movements such as the 

English or Catholic Modernism believed the proper response to modern thought 

and knowledge was to make radical changes to Christian doctrine. 

For the past 100 years or more, evangelical Christian leaders have been on guard 

against modernism. Unfortunately, most church leaders are inadequately prepared 

to face the equally dangerous enemy of postmodernism. 

We are not living in the modern era anymore. Modernism is no longer the most 

immediate philosophical danger facing elders, preachers, and Bible teachers. This 

is the postmodern age, and postmodernism now poses at least as great a danger to 

the truth of Christ as modernism ever did. 

Postmodernism 

Postmodernism abandons the belief that science can explain all reality. Instead, the 

postmodernist is convinced that nothing can explain reality. The postmodernist is 

not even convinced anything real objectively exists. 

In addition, widespread environmental pollution, the thalidomide tragedy, and the 

threat of nuclear destruction, reminded many of the problems that science had 

caused. Slowly, people began to see the scientific view of the world as a poor 

religion, neglecting the spiritual and religious dimensions of human beings. 



Although postmodernism is a dramatic departure from modernist thinking, it is just 

as hostile to the truth of Scripture as modernism ever was. Like modernism, it 

begins with an anti-Christian presupposition, and its philosophical starting-point 

entails a denial that Scripture is objectively and authoritatively true. Unfortunately, 

that hasn’t stopped postmodernism from making inroads into the religious world 

and leaving a profound imprint. If elders, preachers, and Bible teachers are not 

aware of the problem or alert to its threat, the influence of postmodernist thought 

will no doubt seriously erode the clarity of the Bible message we are sending to a 

lost world.  

To the postmodernist, “truth” is whatever point of view the individual prefers. 

Moreover, the postmodernist thinks that what is “true” for one person might not be 

true for another. Truth itself simply doesn’t matter much to a postmodernist; all 

that really matters is the dialogue between ideas. And every idea deserves equal 

respect.  

Under postmodernism, one virtue rises above all others: Tolerance. After all, if 

truth is merely a matter of personal opinion, who are we to imagine that our belief 

system is superior to any other? To hold strong convictions or have settled 

assurance about matters of faith is unwarranted conceit.  

The definition of “Tolerance” has subtly been changed. When our grandparents 

spoke of tolerance as a virtue, they meant we should respect people and treat them 

kindly even when we believe they are wrong. Postmodern tolerance means never 

thinking anyone else’s beliefs are wrong in the first place. 

In other words, the new “tolerance” is for ideas, not people. The one cardinal sin in 

a postmodern world is to suggest that one belief system is right and all others are 

wrong. Equal latitude must be given to every view. 

In reality, nothing is more intolerant than postmodern “tolerance.” Postmodernists 

demand that everyone think alike. They don’t believe objective truth exists, and 

they insist everyone else must also abandon all certainty. 

Postmodernism, born under western secular conditions, has the following 

characteristics: it emphasizes relativism and pluralism, and rejects any certain 

belief and absolute value. 

 

 



Relativism 

Universities used to be dedicated to discovering truth and its application to life. 

Guided by this mission, students and teachers were enabled to discover their 

relationship to one another, and to establish a concrete structure from which all 

thoughts, words and actions flowed in their proper order. Many Western 

universities have now forsaken their original purpose and now have become 

increasingly permeated by relativism. Ambivalence toward truth claims, over time, 

gave way to the outright rejection of the potential for discovering objective truth. 

According to relativism, there is no absolute right or wrong, and no situation will 

ever be black or white. Instead, each individual sculpts their own personal vision of 

truth and consents to the idea that everyone’s truth is simultaneously correct, at 

least for themselves. 

Moral Relativism is a worldview. Evolution and moral relativism go hand-in-hand, 

for evolution teaches that life is accidental, without meaning or purpose. Therefore, 

anything you do is OK, because it ultimately doesn't matter. If you believe we are 

created, however, moral relativism cannot work. Creation implies a Creator. All 

things created are subject to a set of laws, whether natural or divine.  

Moral relativism has steadily been accepted as the primary moral philosophy of 

modern society’s culture that was previously governed by a "Judeo-Christian" view 

of morality. While these "Judeo-Christian" standards continue to be the foundation 

for civil law, most people now hold to the concept that right or wrong are not 

absolutes, but can be determined by each individual. Morals and ethics can be 

altered from one situation, person, or circumstance to the next. Essentially, moral 

relativism says that anything goes, because life is ultimately without meaning. 

Words like "ought" and "should" are rendered meaningless. In this way, moral 

relativism makes the claim that it is morally neutral. 

Pluralism 

No one faith is the absolute truth and no one system owns absolute truth. It doesn’t 

matter what you believe as long as you are sincere. When Jesus taught that “I am 

the way, the truth, and the life, No one comes to the Father except through Me”, 

He emphatically said He was “the way” and not “a way.  Ancient Israel became 

Religious Pluralists with their worship of foreign gods and God punished them 

with exile into Assyrian and Babylonian captivity. 

 

 

 



Supporters of religious pluralism believe that all religions and denominations 
can lead one to God and that God revealed itself in various geographical 
locations, via various entities, in various circumstances. They believe that the 
same ultimate reality is interpreted validly but differently by diverse 
religions/denominations, and that no one religion or denomination is the sole 
proprietor of truth. In other words, there is more than one way to salvation. 
Harmonious coexistence, shared concepts, cooperation, understanding and 
respecting the otherness of others would result in a better world. 

Example 

Baha’i religion embraces pluralism as an opportunity. They (Baha’is) share in 
the belief that there is not simply one path to God, affirming that not only is 
there more than one path, but indeed ALL the historic religions originated 
with an authentic revelation from God, with prophets who were equally 
exalted in their station. Baha’is see this “progressive revelation” as an organic 
process that had occurred from time immemorial and will continue eternally. 
This is a whole new way of thinking about religion. It is not just its own species 
of religion, but is a species, genus, family, order, phylum, and kingdom, 
incorporating all faiths into one faith. This pluralistic vision allows for a deep 
spiritual transformation and transcendence at both the personal and societal 
levels; a transformation that aims to lead the world into a new age of peace, 
oneness and human development. 
 
 

Group Discussion 

 
1. What are examples of current influences upon the Church that can be traced 

to Postmodernism (tolerance), Relativism (no right or wrong), and 

Pluralism (all paths lead to God) philosophies?  

 

2. What are examples of current influences on society? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Relevancy 

 
Relevancy is defined as “The quality or state of being closely connected or 

appropriate”. Relevancy is not a philosophy as such but is a huge influence on the 

church in today’s culture. 

 

Open Discussion: 

Do you think it is important for the Church today to be relevant? 

 

 

 

 

Group Discussion 

 
 

1. How would you respond if an attendee of LHBC asked you if you think our 

Church us relevant to today’s culture? 

 

2. Have you ever attended a church where relevance to the current culture was 

a concern, practiced, or pursued in some fashion?  

 

                             

3. What examples of being relevant can you think of that permeate the church 

today?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


