
Biblical Basis

for Missions



Introduction

“Without the Bible, World evangelization 

would not only be impossible but actually 

inconceivable.  It is the Bible that lays upon 

us the responsibility to evangelize the 

world, gives us the gospel to proclaim, tells 

us how to proclaim it and promises us that 

it is God’s power for salvation for every 

believer.” 

John Stott (Perspective Reader)



Biblical Mandate

Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and said to them, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of 

the age.” 



Acts 1:8

But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”



Biblical Basis for Missions-

Mission is what the Bible is about!

Introduction

Genesis 1-11

Plot

Genesis 12-Jude

Conclusion

Revelation 7:9



Genesis 12:1-3

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your 

country and your kindred and your father's 

house to the land that I will show you.  And 

I will make of you a great nation, and I will 

bless you and make your name great, so 

that you will be a blessing. I will bless those 

who bless you, and him who dishonors you 

I will curse, and in you all the families of 

the earth shall be blessed.”



Exodus 19:5-6

Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my 

voice and keep my covenant, you shall be 

my treasured possession among all 

peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you 

shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a 

holy nation.
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Revelation 7:9-10

After this I looked, and behold, a great 

multitude that no one could number, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples 

and languages, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, clothed in white 

robes, with palm branches in their hands, 

and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation 

belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb!”



Let the Nations Be Glad

Missions is not the ultimate goal of 

the church. Worship is. Missions exists 

because worship doesn’t. Worship is 

ultimate, not missions, because God is 

ultimate, not man. When this age is over, 

and the countless millions of the redeemed 

fall on their faces before the throne of God, 

missions will be no more. It is a temporary 

necessity. But worship abides forever.



Let the Nations Be Glad

Worship, therefore, is the fuel and 

goal of missions. It’s the goal of missions 

because in missions we simply aim to bring 

the nations into the white-hot enjoyment of 

God’s glory. The goal of missions is the 

gladness of the peoples in the greatness of 

God. 



Let the Nations Be Glad

But worship is also the fuel of 

missions. Passion for God in worship 

precedes the offer of God in preaching. You 

can’t commend what you don’t cherish. 

Missionaries will never call out, “Let the 

nations be glad!” who cannot say from the 

heart, “I rejoice in the LORD. . . . I will be glad 

and exult in you, I will sing praise to your 

name, O Most High” (Ps. 104:34; 9:2). 

Missions begins and ends in worship.



Jonah 4:10-11

And the Lord said, “You pity the plant, for 

which you did not labor, nor did you make 

it grow, which came into being in a night 

and perished in a night. And should not I 

pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there 

are more than 120,000 persons who do not 

know their right hand from their left, and 

also much cattle?”



God’s Heart for the Nations

Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with 

loud songs of joy! (Psalm 47:1). 

Declare his glory among the nations, his 

marvelous works among all the peoples! (Psalm 

96:3). 

Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, 

make known his deeds among the peoples! 

(Psalm 105:1).

Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all 

peoples! (Psalm 117:1). 



Psalm 67:1-3

May God be gracious to us and bless us

and make his face to shine upon us, 

that your way may be known on earth,

your saving power among all nations.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you!



Psalm 67:4-7

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for you judge the peoples with equity

and guide the nations upon earth. Selah

Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you!

The earth has yielded its increase;

God, our God, shall bless us.

God shall bless us;

let all the ends of the earth fear him!



Psalm 67:1-3

May God be gracious to us and bless us

and make his face to shine upon us, 

that your way may be known on earth,

your saving power among all nations.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you!



Habakkuk 2:14

For the earth will be filled with the 

knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the 

waters cover the sea.



Zephaniah 3:9-10

For at that time I will change the speech 

of the peoples to a pure speech,

that all of them may call upon the name 

of the Lord and serve him with one 

accord.  



Malachi 1:11

For from the rising of the sun to its setting 

my name will be great among the nations, 

and in every place incense will be offered to 

my name, and a pure offering. For my 

name will be great among the nations, says 

the Lord of hosts. 



The Bible is about Missions!

Old Testament

The plan of redemption revealed.

Gospels

The plan of redemption carried out.

Gospel message given.

Missionary mandate given in the GC.

Acts

church established.

The GC carried out by Paul and others.



Romans 10:14-15

How then will they call on him in whom 

they have not believed? And how are they 

to believe in him of whom they have never 

heard? And how are they to hear without 

someone preaching?  

And how are they to preach unless they are 

sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who preach the good 

news!”
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Conclusion

After this I looked, and behold, a great 

multitude that no one could number, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 

languages, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 

palm branches in their hands, and crying out 

with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God 

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

Revelation 7:9-10



When is the mission mandate over?

And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

proclaimed throughout the whole world as 

a testimony to all nations, and then the 

end will come.

Matthew 24:14



All nations = “people groups”

All nations - “panta ta ethne”

Used 18x in NT

“…make disciples of all nations..”

Best be translated as “people 

groups”.



What are People Group?

"For evangelization purposes, a 

people group is the largest group 

within which the Gospel can spread 

as a church planting movement 

without encountering barriers of 

understanding or acceptance”. 

1982 Lausanne Committee



What is an unreached people group?

Where there is no indigenous 

community of Christians with 

adequate numbers and resources to 

evangelize this people group without 

outside help.

Joshua Project: <= 2% evangelicals 

and <= 5% professing Christians.



joshuaproject.net
• Helpful resource to keep 

tract the progress of 

global missions.

Total People Groups:  16,510

Unreached Groups:     6,671

% Unreached Groups:  40.4%
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When is the mission mandate over?

And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

proclaimed throughout the whole world as 

a testimony to all nations, and then the 

end will come.

Matthew 24:14



When is the mission mandate over?

Over 6000 unreached people groups.

3.12 billion people (40%).

86% of the world’s Hindus, Muslims, 

and Buddhists have never met a 

Christ-follower.


