
Week One - Intro



Why Ephesians?
Our church is growing; this comes with increasing diversity in its members

• What challenges to unity arise?
Our church is keen on theology and knowledge

• How do we grow in the type of knowledge that produces a fruitful life? 
Our post-Christian culture is increasingly hostile

• How can we be encouraged in the face of trials to come?

Introduction



Introductory level study
• We are not going to dwell on the minutiae

Emphasis on implications for how we ought to live
• More reflection questions and less right vs wrong questions
• More sharing to encourage one another
• Defer controversial questions to emails outside of class time

Overview















Seven Wonders of the Ancient World





Who is the Greek goddess of the hunt?









Background
• Written by Paul to the church of Ephesus
• Likely a circular letter to be passed to the churches in the area
• Addressed to Christians, with a particular focus on Gentile Christians



Two main divisions:
The indicatives: Chp 1-3Our new identity and security in Christ
The imperatives: Chp 4-6 How then should we live in the light of our new identity?

OUTLINE



NOTES
Chapter 13 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 



Questions
1. When you read that you have been blessed with every spiritual blessing (in Christ), does this truth reflect what you know of yourself and what you experience? Do you feel greatly blessed in your present circumstances? Do you feel you are lacking in some way? Discuss.



NOTES
Chapter 13 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 



Questions
1. Are you living life with this expectation that we are a holy people and are called to be holy? How does this expectation affect any past or current struggles you have with sin in your life? Discuss



NOTES
Chapter 13 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 



Questions
1. Why did you come to believe in Christ and others around you did not? Discuss. 2. How does your salvation bring glory to God? Is the life you are living a testimony to the glory of God? Why or why not? Discuss. 3. In thinking about the picture of an adopted child changing from an old life to a new life, reflect on your own life. How has your identity, life focus and values changed (or not changed)? Is your identity in Christ, or in something else? Discuss. 4. To be adopted as sons was not surprise to Jewish readers, but would have been startling to Gentile readers. How about you? Are you surprised that you are a child of God? Maybe you once felt surprised but no longer do. Discuss.



NOTES
Chapter 17 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 



COMING UP NEXT
JULY week 2 – Chp 1:11-23 - petition week 3 – Chp 2:1-10 - redemptionweek 4 – Chp 2:11-22, 3:1-13 – Gentiles and mystery Week 5 – Chp 3:14-21, 4:1-16 – fullness of God, one body
AUGUSTweek 6 – Chp 4:17-32 - being holy week 7 – Chp 5:1-21 - being loving week 8 – Chp 5:22-33, 6:1-9 - relationships week 9 – Chp 6:10-24 - spiritual warfare 


