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New Beginnings!

Greetings friend,

I trust you and your family are well. I'd like to share a bible verse that has greatly
helped me through these last few weeks of transition:

" He lets me rest in green meadows; He leads me beside peaceful streams. He
renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to His name.”
Ps. 23:2-3

I arrived in Tecate on March 2nd and began serving at the Mission on March 3rd.
Coming from the big city life of Seattle to a small town of 686 people was quite an
adjustment at first. While I initially had some struggles with loneliness, I'm settling
in nicely now and making friends here. 

I'm located about an hour east of San Diego in a small town called Potrero, CA. I'm
currently staying in missionary housing about 8-miles north east of the mission in a
modular home. This area is high-desert and the weather has been cold and rainy.
I'm told that the rainy season we're in only lasts a month so I'm looking forward to
seeing the sun soon.

Tecate Mission is located 1500 feet from the Mexico/USA border. You can see into
Mexico and the border wall from the mission. It is a beautiful area and I'm getting
more used to cactuses and palm trees.
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This is the upper-campus of Tecate Mission and classroom where I teach. 6th grade is on the left, then
to the right is the 4th and 5th grade classes.

Serving at Tecate Mission
Tecate Christian School is a Ministry of Tecate Mission, and it's where I'm serving.
We currently have 82 students, who walk across the border each day from Mexico
to attend school here. 
I'm teaching 6th grade at the school and I absolutely love it! I have 8-children in my
class: Josue, Alek, Alejandra, Brandon, Eli, Alyssa, Alondra, and Julian. These
kids are curious, kind, happy, silly at times, and so eager to learn! The subjects I
am teaching are Bible, History, Science, Math, Spelling, and Language Arts. I am
loving every minute of teaching, getting to know each child and their families. 
Each child faces unique difficulties...from domestic challenges, to issues with crime
and safety, poverty, and more. Yet each day, these children and their parents walk
across the border from Mexico to our mission school, and to my classroom to
learn, to be loved and valued as a creation of God. 

Pictured here are four of the eight kids in my 6th grade class during Library time. 

 

Immersing in the culture
I love the people and culture of Tecate, Mexico. I have been walking over the
border and spending a few hours taking solo strolls in this beautiful city.
Doing this is helping me learn the language, discover Tecate, meet and talk
with people, and learn more about Mexico. The culture here is very social,
relational, and incredibly kind. While in Tecate, many of the people passing
me on the street greet me saying "hola amiga" and smile. 
Spanish is the primary language here and though I'm still learning words and
phrases, the people are so friendly and frequently offer to help me. I recently
went to a fruit stand in Tecate that has incredible smoothies. While trying to
order in Spanish, the lady next to me in line, along with the man behind the
counter, were helping me say and pronounce the fruit I was asking for...and
then other people in line chimed in to help as well. While waiting, I began
talking to the people around me and everyone was so nice. it is such a
humbling experience to be the foreigner who doesn't speak the language, yet
there is so much grace here. God is good!

One if the many streets I walk along in Tecate, Mexico.



 
To everything, there is a season.
Just a few weeks after arriving here, our mission suffered a great loss - John
Jensen, or Mr J. as he is fondly known, has been serving here at the mission
for over 30 years. Mr. J was hospitalized in ICU due to a blood clot. Sadly
after a few days, we learned that there are two severe blood clots and he is
going into hospice care and will spend his few remaining days with his family
in Minnesota. 
Mr. J was currently serving as the 7th grade teacher here at the mission
school. John helped me many times and has such a fierce, contagious love
for God and for people. I feel so grateful to have known and worked with him. 
Our small mission community is grieving this great loss. We appreciate your
prayers. 
 

Thank You! 
 
I would like to thank you for your gifts and continued partnership with me as I serve
the people of Northern Mexico. You are an answer to my prayers, and I am so very
grateful for your generosity!
 
Please Pray For: 

for good health and safety
that I will learn Spanish and develop relationships with people in Mexico
that I trust the Lord to meet every need in this new walk of faith.
for discernment in my teaching
sensitivity to each child and their needs
that God will strengthen our mission community 
for the remaining amount of my monthly support to come in

Thank you for standing with me during this time of transition. You are much
appreciated!
 
Blessings on you, dear friend.
In Christ,
Rebecca Heib 
Missionary 
Tecate Mission International
Mailing address:| 
PO Box 1253 
Tecate, CA 91980
www.Rebecca4Jesus.com
(Cell) 1-425-445-5433

Gifts can be sent to Tecate Mission International for Rebecca Heib: PO Box 1000 Tecate, CA
91980  
Phone: (619) 468-3355. Tecate Mission International is a 501C non-profit mission. All donations
are tax deductible and acknowledged with a receipt for US tax purposes.  

To give via credit card or PayPal, please visit: https://rebecca4jesus.com/donate/
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