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Harmonized Bible Reading Assignment Sheet #1 

The Birth Narratives of John the Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth, 

The Genealogies of Jesus, & The Childhood of Jesus 
 

 

Assignment: 

1) Read each of the passages listed below, in the order in which they are listed, and then indicate that you completed 

the reading by checking the appropriate box.  Please read the sections carefully and completely, with a mind to 

understand the way in which the passage assigned relates to the ministry of Jesus.  

2)  Please take careful notice of the “Note(s) concerning this passage”; I am trying to help you consider the passages 

in relationship to the ongoing narrative of the Jesus’ ministry as told in the four Gospels. 
 

Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

I. Prologue to the Gospels of Luke and John 

 A. Prologue to Luke’s Gospel 

Luke 1:1-4  Luke was not an eyewitness to the events he records in his Gospel, as he 

probably became a believer under the influence of the apostle Paul, likely in 

Antioch of Syria (Ac 13:1).  On the other hand, he was a remarkably 

professional historian, he researched his material carefully (including personal 

interviews with principal plays in the Gospel accounts), and he did his work 

under the careful supervision of Paul. 

Notice the emphasis placed by Luke upon careful 

research into the matters he records.  This is 

important to the issue of the historical integrity 

and accuracy of these Gospel records.   

(Check box at right when 
reading is completed.) 

 B. Prologue to John’s Gospel 

Mt 3:1-12  The apostle John is writing late in the first century; he knows three apostolic 

accounts have already been written and are in circulation, and he knows those 

accounts well.  He introduces his Gospel with an encomium to the person of 

Jesus, articulating and celebrating the deity of that One who was the Word 

made flesh. 

Notice carefully the emphasis placed upon the 

eternality of Jesus.  Throughout the OT one of the 

most distinctive attributes of Yahweh is His 

eternality; thus this affirmation by John is a strong 

statement of Jesus’ deity. 

 

II. The angelic announcement of the birth of the forerunner, John, son of Zechariah 

Lk 1:5-25  

The last prophetic voice to Israel fell 

silent over 400 years before this 

incident.  This is the first time God 

speaks in the NT era.  With regard to 

the longings of the levitical family of 

Zecharias & Elisabeth, and with regard 

to the long silence endured by the 

covenant nation of God, this incident is 

unspeakably dramatic. 

 

1)  Notice that Luke introduces this incident as happening “in the days of Herod.”  Bring 

what you know about that man to your reading of this incident. 

2) Notice that both Zecharias & Elisabeth were levitical – part of that tribe which was to 

serve in the temple and eat the tithes of the Lord’s people.  This reality made the 

barrenness of Elisabeth even more distressing. 

3) Aged Zecharias had been chosen by lot to burn incense in the Holy Place at the hour 

of morning prayer.  Do some research on this particular priestly assignment, and the 

incident that occurs in the midst of the duty will be the more meaningful. 

4) Zecharias is told that the child to be born is to “drink no wine or liquor” – i.e., to take 

nothing from the vine.  This is usually taken to mean he was to be a lifetime Nazirite 

(Num 6:1-7).  Can you name two other men in Scripture who were life-time Nazirites?  

What was the 3-fold restriction placed upon a Nazirite?   

 

III.  The angelic announcement of the birth of the Christ, Jesus of Nazareth 

 The announcement to Mary  

Luke 1:26-56  It is hard to imagine how shocking must 

have been the angelic visit and the 

message concerning the child to be born 

to her.  But consider the cost to be borne 

by Mary.  It was an awful disgrace in that 

culture to conceive a child before the 

wedding day.  All of the joy and delights 

of the wedding day, anticipated by every 

young woman, would be forfeited by 

Mary.  Much was being offered her, but 

much was being asked of her as well.  

1)  About how old was Mary when the angel appeared to her? 

2)  Notice that Mary was betrothed to Joseph.  In that culture, they were legally and 

permanently man & wife, but for the period of the betrothal they did not come together 

physically.  During that period the groom’s job was to prepare a home where they 

would live; the bride’s was to make herself beautiful for her wedding day.  On the 

wedding day the groom would simply fetch his bride and take her to the home he had 

prepared (amidst much rejoicing and merry-making).   

3) The song sung by Mary is one of the most remarkable expressions of theologically 

informed praise and delight in all of literature.  Notice the degree to which she 

deliberately patterns her response after that of Hannah (1 Sam 1). 
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 The announcement to Joseph 

Mt 1:18-25  

This appearance to Joseph is timely.  Mary has been 

“found to be with child.” She would have been hard 

pressed to convince her betrothed husband of what had in 

fact happened; thus the angelic intervention. 

1) Joseph’s family home was Bethlehem (south of Jerusalem); 

his family of artisans had probably re-settled to Nazareth (in 

Galilee, to the north) because work was readily found nearby 

(probably in the burgeoning town of Sepphoris just down the 

hill). 

2) Notice the significance of the name to be given to the child to 

be born to Mary, and the significance of that name as defined 

by the angel. 

 

IV. The birth of the forerunner, John the Baptist 

Luke 1:57-80  

 

Notice that there is much excitement throughout the region at the 

remarkable birth of this one who was announced by an angel to be 

the forerunner of the Messiah.  

V. The birth of the Christ, Jesus of Nazareth 

Lk 2:1-7  The parents’ journey to Bethlehem; the nativity of the God-Man 1) Notice that the trip to Bethlehem was 

necessary b/c of a taxation decree; Joseph 

probably had discovered that life was 

intolerable in Nazareth (by reason of Mary’s 

“scandalous” pregnancy), & because he had 

to travel to Bethlehem anyway (by reason of 

the decree), he decided to relocate to 

Bethlehem.  But in all of this the prophecy of 

Mic 5:2 came to pass precisely. 

2) In Jewish culture, the means by which a 

man legally adopted as his son one who was 

not physically his son – the man assigned 

the child his name.  Thus the significance of 

the naming of Jesus by Joseph (Mt 1:18-25). 

Mt 1:18-25  The naming of the child 

Lk 2:8-20  The worship of the shepherds  

Lk 2:21  The circumcision of Jesus 

Lk 2:22-39  Presentation of the Child in the temple; homage paid by Anna and Simeon 

Mt 2:1-12  The visit of the wise-men 

Mt 2:13-23  The family’s flight to Egypt; the children of Bethlehem slaughtered; the family 

returns to settle in Nazareth  

 

VI.  The genealogies of Jesus the Christ 

Mt 1:1-17  

The legal right of Jesus to the throne of 

David 

This genealogy traces the line of Joseph, who was Jesus’ adoptive father, and thus 

whose rights and possessions lawfully passed to Jesus – including the legal right to 

the throne of David, passed down through Solomon.  Notice the reference to Jeconiah 

in 1:11, 12; and compare the curse on his line in Jer 22:29,30. 
 

Lk 3:23-28  

The physical (blood/seed) right of Jesus 

to the throne of David 

This genealogy traces the line of Mary (Eli/Heli is her father, Jesus’ maternal 

grandfather, His closest physical male antecedent).  Notice that she too is a 

descendant of David, through his son Nathan (3:31).  Thus Jesus is twice qualified to 

sit on the throne of David – by blood through his physical mother, Mary, and by legal 

right through his adoptive father, Joseph. 

 

VII.  The childhood of Jesus the Christ 

Lk 2:40-51  Jesus’ visit to the temple at the age of 

twelve 
1)  This is the only narrative of Jesus’ youth in the Gospel record.  As such it is 

extremely important and delightfully informative. 

2) There is significance to the fact that this Passover visit occurred when Jesus was 

12 years of age.  I believe this was the first visit after the bar-mitzvah of young 

Jesus, and thus the first time He would be permitted to enter the temple to witness 

the slaying of the lamb – which must have made a profound impact upon Him. 

3) Notice especially the statement of 2:51 – Jesus continued in submission to His 

parents – and thus to His heavenly Father – even after expressing dramatically His 

longing to be about the work to which He was appointed.   

 

 

 

Lk 2:52  Jesus’ growth in wisdom and stature  

[Lk 4:14-31]  Jesus’ early visit to the synagogue of 

His youth 
This incident occurs early in the Galilean ministry of Jesus.  It is interesting to 

contemplate here because the reaction of the townspeople – the people who knew 

Jesus best during the years of His youth – to His claim to Messiahship (4:21).  The 

lesson is that Jesus’ childhood was sufficiently normal (as opposed to the picture 

painted by the apocryphal (and false) gospels of a miracle-working super-boy) that 

when He made this audacious claim the townspeople were aghast! 
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The Genealogies of Jesus 
 

 The New Testament includes two genealogies of Jesus of Nazareth, one in Matthew 1:1-17, and another in Luke 3:23-38.  Although 

the modern reader may find these lists of names less than scintillating, they are in fact supremely important to the argument of the New 

Testament concerning the person and claims of Jesus.  These seemingly archaic and technical passages deserve careful study.   
 

THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
 

 THE PURPOSE OF MATTHEW’S GENEALOGY  Matthew penned his gospel in order to demonstrate that Jesus of Nazareth is indeed the 

long-awaited Messiah of Israel.  To the Jewish mind, one question would have to be answered before such a proposition could be pursued any 

further: “Is this Jesus a descendant of the house of David?”  Thus Matthew begins his telling of Jesus’ life with the bold affirmation: “The book of 

the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (1:1). 

 This is where any claim to Messianic identity must begin. Yahweh had cut a covenant in which He had promised David, “your house 

and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:6, KJV).  For generations, Israel had 

rejoiced in the hope that God had promised to “build up [David’s] throne to all generations” (Psalm 89:4); indeed, they had been taught that as 

they ascended toward the temple to worship they should remember that promise, singing with the psalmist, 

  The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David;  

  He will not turn from it;  

  Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. (Psalm 132:11) 

 

In short, the hope of Messiah animated the Jewish soul, but that Messiah must be the son of David, and as such “the son of Abraham.”  The 

issue of descent from these two great fountains of Jewish identity and hope is paramount. 

 

 DISTINCTIVES  OF MATTHEW’S GENEALOGY Though in many ways a standard Hebrew genealogy, this passage is peculiar on at least two 

counts. First, it is arranged symmetrically; three sections of fourteen generations each.  This rather artificial structure is clearly intended as “an 

easy help to the memory” (A. T. Robertson, Harmony of the Gospels, [New York: Harper & Row, 1922], 259).  But in order to achieve this 

symmetry, Matthew counts one name twice (Jehoiachin), while omitting others--most clearly the three generations of kings after J[eh]oram 

(Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah, compare 1 Chronicles 3:10-12).  Perhaps Matthew omitted these because they were the most immediate 

descendants of Ahab and Jezebel! 

 At any rate, such omission does not compromise the integrity of the genealogy; such a list is intended to demonstrate descent, not to 

be an exhaustive listing of names.  Further, the verb used throughout the list (translated “begat” in the KJV) more literally means “was the 

ancestor of.”  Matthew has determined to demonstrate that Jesus does fulfill the first test of a Messianic claimant (descent from David), and to 

do so in a way that could be easily memorized.  Indeed, some have argued that the number fourteen was suggested by the numerical 

equivalent of David’s name (D-4, V-6, D-4 = 14).  Although it is impossible to be certain that this was Matthew’s rationale (and other 

explanations have been suggested), the idea is intriguing as it places David even more dramatically at the heart of this genealogy. 

 Second, Matthew’s genealogy is unusual in that it references four Old Testament women--Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba 

(though not by name). The Gospelist seems to regard those four as anticipating Mary on two counts: [1] each of these women “showed initiative 

. . . and so came to be considered the instrument of God’s providence” in bringing forth the Messiah (Raymond E. Brown, The Birth of the 

Messiah [Garden City: Doubleday, 1977], 74); and [2] there was something unusual about each woman’s relationship to her husband--a 

narrative element which was irregular or even scandalous, but necessary to perpetuate the line of Messiah.  Thus did these women foreshadow 

Mary, who responded in humble but anxious faith to the angelic announcement, and who nobly endured the malicious rumors concerning the 

birth of her first Son. 
 

THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 
 

 THE PURPOSE OF LUKE’S GENEALOGY  Luke penned his gospel for a Greek audience.  His concern was to demonstrate the genuine 

humanity of Jesus, to establish for his readers the truth of Jesus’ claim to be the “Son of Man.”  Therefore his genealogy traces the lineage of 

Jesus not only to David (3:31) and Abraham (3:34), but all the way back to “Adam, the son of God” (3:38).  This is  unusual, but by this means 

Luke’s proves that Jesus is truly man, and thus that “the Messiah belongs not to Israel alone, but to the whole world of sinners” (J. P. Van 

Oosterzee, Luke [Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1878] 1:119). 

 

 DISTINCTIVES OF LUKE’S GENEALOGY  Luke’s genealogy is almost startling in that he inverts the standard order, beginning with Jesus 

and working backwards in time to Adam. Official registers list persons as they are born, and thus descend in time from earlier to later 

generations.  This is clear indication that Luke’s genealogy is his own work, drawn from public documents, but crafted to place emphasis on the 

individual at the beginning of the list, Jesus.  Again, Luke places his genealogy at the beginning of Christ’s ministry, rather than at the beginning 

of the Gospel.  Not until the Messiah has been anointed by the Spirit (3:22) does the drama of Messiah’s ministry commence, and this is Luke’s 

focus.  (Compare Moses’ pedigree, recorded not in connection with his birth, but at the beginning of his public ministry, Exodus 6:14-37). 

 A word needs to be said in defense of the historical veracity of the genealogies of both Matthew and Luke.  The fourth century 

historian, Eusebius, states that the genealogies of distinguished Jews were burned in the time of Herod in order to hide the “base origins” of that 

monarch (H. E. 1.7), and some have argued on that basis that there were no records extant in the days of Jesus.  But Josephus, a late 
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contemporary of Jesus, says nothing of such destruction, and he publishes his own genealogy.  Further, the “taxing” of Luke 2:2 would have 

been unfeasible if there were no public records.  Finally, if the genealogies were not accurate, or even if their accuracy was unverifiable in the 

first century, they certainly would have been attacked early on by unbelievers.  Those unbelievers knew that if Jesus’ claim to Davidic and/or 

Abrahamic ancestry could be disproved, He would be demonstrated to be just another false Messiah.  But no such attempt at discrediting the 

genealogies appears.  This is powerful testimony to the demonstrable veracity of these documents. 
 

RECONCILING THE TWO GENEALOGIES 
 

 Reconciling the genealogies is especially difficult at one point: they are very much distinct from David to Christ, and yet they both 

seem to trace the line of Jesus’ adopted father, Joseph (compare Matthew 1:16, “to Jacob was born Joseph,” and Luke 3:23, “Joseph, the son 

of Eli”).  Bible believers have suggested two basic approaches to solving this dilemma.   The first is to posit that both genealogies do trace 

Joseph’s line, but that one follows his physical ancestry, while the other records his legal lineage.  The earliest proponent of this approach is 

Eusebius, who observes that even in the fourth century there were many uninformed opinions as to how to deal with this apparent conflict.  He 

argues that Joseph’s mother had been widowed without children, had married a brother of her deceased husband (levirate marriage, 

Deuteronomy 25:5-6), and then had borne Joseph by that second husband.  Thus, Joseph was the legal son of Eli (the first husband), but the 

natural son of Jacob (his mother’s second husband).  This explanation is possible, but it rests on the hypothesis of a levirate marriage and it 

leaves some important questions unanswered. 

 A much stronger case can be made for the approach that acknowledges Matthew’s genealogy as that of Joseph, but argues that in 

Luke we have the genealogy of Jesus’ physical mother, Mary.  Three points are telling in defense of this approach.  First, the name “Joseph” in 

Luke 3:23 is the only name in the list without the definite article.  (Each name In Matthew’s genealogy also has the article.)  This is compelling 

evidence that this name ought not be read as part of Luke’s genealogical list; rather, it is part of the parenthetical statement inserted in that 

verse.  Thus, the verse should read, “Jesus Himself . . . being the son (as was supposed of Joseph) of Eli” (see Robertson, Harmony, 261).  It is 

not Joseph who is “the son of Eli,” but Jesus.  Eli is best identified as the father of Mary.  Luke is dealing resourcefully with a dilemma arising 

from the fact of Jesus’ virgin birth.  Descent was not to be traced through a man’s mother, but through his father.  But by reason of His 

supernatural conception in the womb of a virgin, Jesus had no physical father.  Thus, His physical genealogy had to be traced through his 

nearest male relative, His maternal grandfather.  The name of that man was evidently Eli, as recorded in Luke 3:23. 

 Second, Luke has already given significant attention to Mary in the first two chapters of his Gospel (1:26-35; 2:19, 51)--this in contrast 

to Matthew’s nativity narrative, which mentions Mary only as the wife of Joseph.  Given Luke’s focus on Mary in his telling of the nativity, it is 

plausible to suggest that the genealogy he inserts after that narrative is in fact that of Mary 

 Finally, there are two remarkably important ramifications to this understanding of the genealogies.  The first relates to Jesus’ two-fold 

qualification to sit on the throne of David. On the one hand, Solomon was the son of David to whom the throne had been promised (2 Samuel 

12:25), and thus the legal authority to occupy that throne must descend through him.  Because Jesus’ adopted father, Joseph, traced his 

lineage to David through Solomon, Jesus inherited that prerogative (Matthew 1:17).  On the other hand, God had promised in the Davidic 

covenant that no one who was not of David’s seed--his physical descendant--would ever sit on that throne (Psalm 89:4).  Luke twice intimates 

Mary’s descent from David: first in the words of the angel to Mary (1:32), and again in recording that Mary went to register in the city of David 

(2:5). But if Luke’s genealogy is not that of Mary, there is no explicit biblical affirmation that Jesus is physically a descendant of David.  Given 

the central place of the Davidic covenant in the fabric of Messianic expectation woven in the Old Testament, it is certainly reasonable to expect 

just such an affirmation--indeed, to find it in the genealogy recorded by Luke. 

 The second ramification relates to Jeconiah, a king who is identified by Matthew as an ancestor of Joseph (1:11-12).  Jeremiah 

pronounced a curse upon Jeconiah, proclaiming that  “no man of [Jeconiah’s] seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling 

any more in Judah” (22:30).  By reason of that curse, the line of David from which Joseph descended was disqualified to sit on that throne.  Had 

Jesus been the physical son of Joseph, He would have inherited that curse.  However, He was not the physical son of David through Joseph, 

but through Mary (compare the relative pronoun, “of whom,” in Matthew 1:16, which in the Greek is feminine singular).   “Jesus, genuinely a son 

of David through Mary according to the flesh (cf. Rom 1:3), by reason of the virgin birth and nonparticipation in the seed of Joseph, qualifies to 

receive the title without coming under the curse.“  (S. Lewis Johnson, “The Genesis of Jesus,” in Bibliotheca Sacra, Oct 1965, 341).  

 And so, when properly understood, these genealogies--though uninteresting and perhaps even irrelevant at first blush--become a 

manifestation of “the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God” (Romans 11:33).   
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Harmonized Bible Reading Assignment Sheet #2 

The Baptist & The Baptism & The Temptation 
 

 

Assignment: 

3) Read each of the passages listed below, in the order in which they are listed, and then indicate that you completed 

the reading by checking the appropriate box.  Please read the sections carefully and completely, with a mind to 

understand the way in which the passage assigned relates to the ministry of Jesus.  

4)  Please take careful notice of the “Note(s) concerning this passage”; I am trying to help you consider the passages 

in relationship to the ongoing narrative of the Jesus’ ministry as told in the four Gospels. 
 

Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

I. The Baptist & the baptism & the temptation 

 A. Old Testament Foretelling of a Messianic Forerunner 

Isa 40:1-6  These OT passages foretell the ministry of one who would come in anticipation of the appearance of 

Messiah, and who would make spiritual preparation for that ministry. 

 

 

Mal 4:5-6  

(Check box at right when reading is 
completed.) 

 B. The ministry of John the Baptizer 

Mt 3:1-12  Notice not only the substance, but also the impact 

of John’s ministry. 

 

 

Mk 1:1-8  

Lk 3:1-18  

  

 C. The baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist 

Mt 3:13-17  The record suggests strongly that 

after Jesus departed Nazareth to be 

baptized by John, He was gone 

(unexpectedly) for several weeks (at 

least 3 months), and that the next 

time He encountered His mother 

was at the wedding in Cana 

recorded in Jn 2. 

 

1)  How public was Jesus’ baptism? 

2)  What do you perceive to be the reason that Jesus went to be baptized by John? 

3) What is the significance of the Spirit coming upon Jesus so dramatically and 

explicitly following His baptism? 

4) What do you think was the primary and necessary significance of baptism by John? 

5) How do you understand the relationship between John’s baptism and “Christian” 

baptism (i.e., baptism practiced in the book of Acts)? 

6) The baptism of Jesus is more accurately perceived as the last act of His private life 

than as the first act of His public life (as it is generally perceived). 

 

Mk 1:9-11  

Lk 3:21-23  

  

 D. The temptation of Jesus in the Wilderness 

Mt 4:1-11  Notice that the narrative of each of the Synoptics moves 

from the temptation to the Galilean Ministry of Jesus.  

Compare the Reading Section below. 

 

 

 

7)  You will notice that the order of the temptations is different in Mt than it 

is in Lk.  How would you explain this seeming difficulty, and which of 

the two would you regard as the actual historical sequence? 

8) Do these temptations occur in the realm of space-time reality normally 

occupied by mortal human beings? 

 

Mk 1:12, 13  

Lk 4:1-13  

  

 

Record below questions and/or points of confusion which suggest themselves to you as you read the 

assigned portions of Scripture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
©Doug Bookman (www.bookmanministries.com) 
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Harmonized Bible Reading Assignment Sheet #3 

The Early Months of ministry in Judea/Samaria 
 

Assignment: 
5) Read each of the passages listed below, in the order in which they are listed, and then indicate that you completed the reading 

by checking the appropriate box.  Please read the sections carefully and completely, with a mind to understand the way in 

which the passage assigned relates to the ministry of Jesus.  

6)  Please take careful notice of the “Note(s) concerning this passage”; I am trying to help you consider the passages in 

relationship to the ongoing narrative of the Jesus’ ministry as told in the four Gospels. 

 

Note: The months of ministry after Jesus’ baptism and before He commenced His ministry in Galilee are recorded only in John’s 

Gospel.  (See HARMONY #17-28.)  In other words, the narrative of Jn 1:19 – 4:45 fits entirely between Mt 4:11 & 12, between Mk 

1:13 & 14, and between Lk 4:13 & 14.  Jesus spent those months in Judea, for a time ministering alongside John the Baptist; 

throughout those months Jesus primary focus was to gather to Himself the multitude who had obeyed and embraced the message 

preached by John. 
 

Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

I. The first five days of Jesus’ public ministry 

 A. John the Baptist is interrogated by a committee of Sanhedrinists 

John 1:19-28  Notice the four chronological notes in 1:29, 35, 43; 2:1. 

 the point of reference (i.e., the day from which the 

“next day” of 1:29 is computed) is the event of 1:19-28. 

 

1)  Notice that John’s ministry has become the cause of official concern 

among the religious leaders of Jewry; these who question John at this 

time were “sent” to do so. 

2)  Notice carefully the way John responds to the question “Who are 

you?” 

(Check box at right when reading is 
completed.) 

 B. Day #1 of Jesus’ public ministry 

Jn 1:29-34  This is the actual beginning of Jesus’ “public ministry.” 

 It is here that Jesus for the first time appears to men 

as the Messiah.  

 

3) John’s identification as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world” is remarkably insightful and important.  

 C. Day #2 of Jesus’ public ministry 

John 1:35-42  This passage is best taken as representative of Jesus’ ministry throughout the 

months summarized here.  In other words, Jesus spends these months 

gathering to Himself the disciples of John the Baptist. 

 

4)  Who was the second disciple in this narrative?  

5)  How do you explain the curious question which 

these two disciples asked of Jesus after they 

finally caught up to Him? 

 

 D. Day #3 of Jesus’ public ministry 

John 1:43-51  1:43 speaks of Jesus “wanting to go to Galilee.”  This 

is not the commencement of His Galilean ministry 

(which comes some months later); rather, it is a brief 

visit to Cana for a wedding feast. 

6)  Jesus’ ability to know Nicodemus before meeting him is clearly an 

expression of omniscience; that is, it is supernatural.  And yet, by 

John’s nomenclature it is not a “sign” (cf. Jn 2:11).  What is the 

significance of that distinction? 
 

 

 E. Day #5 of Jesus’ public ministry 

John 2:1-11  I believe the “3rd day” of 2:1 is best taken as the 3rd 

day after the day mentioned in 1:43.  Thus by Jewish 

reckoning there is a total of 5 days narrated in this 

passage, but the narrative skips from the 3rd day 

(1:43) to the 5th day (2:1, the 3rd day after the day of 

1:43).  The unrecorded day was a day of travel from 

Judea to Galilee. 

 

7) Notice the poignant scene of “leave-taking” between Jesus and His 

mother at the beginning of this narrative.  It is significant that this 

scene occurs at Cana, and not in Nazareth. 

8) What do you think was Mary’s role at this wedding (if any)? 

9) Why do you think Mary approached Jesus with her concern over the 

fact that the host had run out of wine for the wedding? 

10) Notice the care Jesus took to avoid any thought that the miracle was 

nothing more than slight-of-hand. 

11) Notice the significance and consequences of this sign-miracle, 

according to 1:11. 

 

 Postlude: Jesus moves His family to Capernaum 

John 2:12  This visit to Capernaum seems to have been in 

anticipation of a permanent move (cf. Mt 4:13). 

12) Notice that the move from Nazareth to Capernaum was strategic to 

the ministry of itinerant teaching which Jesus would commence in 

Galilee in a few months. 

13) This brief note suggests that even after commencing His official 

public ministry, Jesus continued faithful to His responsibilities as the 

eldest son in His family. 
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Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

II. Initial Crises and Ministries in Judea/Samaria 

 A. The (first) cleansing of the Temple in Jerusalem 

John 1:13-22  According to the biblical record, Jesus cleansed the temple twice: at the 

first Passover of His public ministry (Jn 2), and again at the final (4th) 

Passover of His ministry (Mt 21; Mk 11; Lk 19).  There is some debate 

as to whether the cleansing in John is in fact distinct from that of the 

Synoptics (i.e., did John simply relocate the story for his own literary 

purposes); I am convinced that there were two cleansings, that neither 

was random or impulsive, but that the two cleansings were deliberately 

and marvelously strategic to Jesus’ ministry. 

 

1)  The Gospel of John includes 4 Passovers during 

Jesus’ public ministry (3 explicit – 2:13; 6:4; 12:1, 

and 1 implicit – 5:1).  Those 4 Passovers become the 

primary means of determining the length of Jesus’ 

ministry. Here John tells of Jesus’ visit to the temple 

at the first of those four Passovers. 

 

(Check box at right when reading is 
completed.) 

 B. Jesus’ encounter with a seeking Pharisee 

John 2:23-25  Notice that the account of Jesus’ interview with Nicodemus is deliberately set off against this brief 

section (cf. the conjunction, “Now” or �δ��with which 3:1 begins – a slight adversative conjunction). 

 

 

 

John 3:1-21  Compare John 7:50-52; 19:38-42.  Consider the role Nicodeums plays in the 

John’s carefully crafted narrative. 

 

 

 D. Jesus’ ministry with John the Baptizer 

John 3:22-24  Notice carefully this little appreciated phase of Jesus’ public ministry. 

 

 

 

John 3:25-36  Notice the remarkable and noble selflessness of John the Baptist 2)  How do you understand John’s figure of the 

“friend of the bridegroom”?  

 E. Jesus determines to depart for Galilee 

Mt 4:12  Notice that John’s narrative “re-joins” that of the Synoptics at this point.  

Lk 1:14  

Jn 4:1-4  

 F. Jesus makes His way to Galilee through Samaria 

John 4:5-42  Jn 4:5-42 is the narrative of the journey – most notably the witness to the 

woman at the well in Sychar; Jn 4:43-45 is the narrative of the arrival in 

Galilee.  Recall that Jesus had earlier taken steps to make Capernaum His 

base of operations in Galilee. 

3) Notice that Matthew sees in Jesus’ ministry in 

Galilee the “fulfillment” of a portion of Isaiah. 

4) Notice that Mt and Mk relate Jesus’ decision to 

quit Judea for Galilee to the arrest of John the 

Baptist.  How do you understand the 

relationship between these two? 

John 4:43-45  

Mt 4:13-17  

Mk 1:14  

Lk 4:14  

 

 

Record below questions and/or points of confusion which suggest themselves to you as you read the 

assigned portions of Scripture. 
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Harmonized Bible Reading Assignment Sheet #4 

The 18 Month Ministry in Galilee 
 

 

NOTE: The passages below are representative of various aspects and emphases of Jesus’ Galilean ministry.  They are grouped 

under rubrics intended as an overview of the distinctive dynamics, the itinerary, and some basic logistical elements and successive 

emphases of that period of Jesus’ ministry. 
 

Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

I. Jesus’ ministry in His hometown, Nazareth 

 A. Jesus’ first visit to Nazareth (near the beginning of the Galilean ministry) 

Luke 4:16-31  This visit occurred early in 

Jesus’ Galilean ministry, after He 

had been gone for about a year. 

 (That is, it was about a year 

earlier that Jesus had left to be 

baptized by John; as far as the 

record goes, He had not 

returned since.) 

1)  Notice that Jesus returned to the synagogue “as was His custom”; it is my persuasion that 

the point is that this is the synagogue He had attended when He lived in Nazareth, and 

therefore these people knew Jesus and His family very well. 

2)  Jesus was recognized as a rabbi, invited to participate in the Sabbath service.  Why do you 

think He was given that opportunity? 

3)  From what OT passage did Jesus read?  Do you think He chose that passage, or that the 

passage was chosen for Him? 

4)  How do you understand Jesus’ reference to the Sidonian widow and the Syrian leper?  

What is Jesus’ point, and why do the townsfolk react with such anger? 

(Check box at right when reading is 
completed.) 

 B. Jesus’ second visit to Nazareth (very late in the Galilean ministry) 

Mt 13:54-58  These two passages narrate a visit toward the close of the Galilean ministry.  

Together the two events provide an instructive microcosm of the Galilean 

ministry as a whole. 

 

Mk 6:1-6  

 

II. The role and impact of MIRACLES in Jesus’ ministry (and especially in the Galilean ministry) 

 A. Regarding the ROLE of miracles 

Mk 1:40-45  Each of these passages emphasizes the 

role of miracles, some in a general 

description of Jesus’ ministry, and others in 

the telling of a specific miracle story.  

Notice especially the reaction Jesus’ 

miracles produced in the multitudes.   

5)  Why do you think Jesus reacted as He did to the proffered affirmation of 

demons? 

6)  Notice the instruction Jesus gave to the healed leper in Mk 1:44.  Why do you 

think He made this demand of the man?   

7)  Notice as well that in the next pericope Jewish leaders from far away were there 

to catch Him in His words (cf. Lk 5:17).  Might there be connection between this 

story and that one?  

Mk 3:7-12  

Lk 4:31-37  

Lk 4:40-41  

 

 B. Regarding the PURPOSE of miracles 

John 3:2  Notice what these verses suggest 

concerning the purpose of God in the 

miracles done by Jesus?   

8)  In this regard, it is important to distinguish between purpose and consequence.  I 

would suggest that there were many consequences or results of Jesus’ miracle, 

but as far as the testimony of Scripture is concerned, only one purpose. In the 

attempt to understand Jesus’ ministry, it is very important to comprehend what 

that purpose is. 

John 5:17-22, 36  

Acts 2:22  

Acts 10:38  

 

III. Jesus calls disciples, and then apostles 

 A. Jesus calls men to be His disciples 

Mt 4:18-22  Given the cultural/religious dynamics of 1st century Judaism, the 

calling of disciples was very strategic.  By definition, a disciple was 

one who (for a season) abandoned home and profession and traveled 

with a rabbi.  By day the disciples would find day-work and then put the 

wages in a common bag; this is how the rabbi lived, and this is why 

rabbis were generally itinerant – they were following the work (harvest, 

shipping, etc.). 

9)  Who are the four men Jesus calls in these 

passages? 

10) What is it Jesus asks of these men? 

11) Why is it strategic to Jesus’ ministry to have 

disciples with Him as He travels? 

Mk 1:16-20  

 

 B. Jesus travels with His disciples 

Mt 4:23-25  The point to be made here is simply that as Jesus 

travels in Galilee (which He does almost constantly) 

He is accompanied by His disciples.   

12) Notice that although some of these men will be later called as 

apostles, at this point that has not happened; they are traveling with 

Jesus as His disciples. 
Mk 1:35-39  

Lk 4:42-44  

 

 C. Jesus re-commissions disciples who had grown careless 

Lk  5:1-11   13)  Some regard this passage as parallel to those under A. above.  Compare this passage with 

those.  What indications can you find as to whether they are indeed parallel? 

14)  In that regard, notice the distinction (slight, but important) between the commission Jesus 

gave these four disciples in the Mt/Mk passages and the commissions He gives here. 
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Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

 D. Jesus calls Matthew to be His disciple 

Mt 9:9-13  These accounts are probably representative; there were 

others whom Jesus called to follow Him as His disciples.   

 

 

 E. Jesus selects 12 from among His disciples to be His apostles 

Mk 3:13-19  This is rather late in His Galilean ministry, and Jesus 

does this because His enemies are growing 

sufficiently enraged and emboldened that Jesus 

knows the time He will have to move about freely in 

Galilee is short. 

15)  How did Jesus spend the night before He chose these twelve? 

16)  According to Mark, what was Jesus’ purpose in choosing these 

twelve, and how did He empower them to accomplish that purpose? 

17)  It is very important to understand the significance of the term 

“apostle” in the culture of the NT – and thus the significance and 

intent of choosing these men and designating them as apostles. 

Lk 6:12-16  

 

IV.  Jesus saturates Galilee with His message by means of intensive preaching tours 

 NOTE: Jesus’ claim concerning Himself was two-fold: a) Messiah/Christ (i.e., the promised Deliverer); and b) the Son of the Living God (i.e., God come in the 

flesh.  As difficult as these were, Jesus was persistent and strategic in setting them before the Jewish people of His day.  Furthermore, as He made these 

claims He did miracles to validate the truth of His claim to be a divine messenger, and thus the truth of those terribly incredible claims. 

 A. The first recorded tour through Galilee 

Mt 4:23-25  These passages were read earlier in another connection.  

The point here is that these are the narrative of Jesus’ first 

tour through the villages and synagogues of Galilee.  This 

tour came early in the Galilean campaign. 

 

Lk 1:35-39  

Lk 4:41-44  

 

 B. The second recorded tour through Galilee 

Lk 8:1-3  Only Luke narrates the 2nd tour, and that briefly.  

 

 C. The third recorded tour through Galilee 

Mt 9:35-11:1  This tour occurs late in the 18 month 

Galilean ministry, after the nation had 

determined to disbelieve, and after it had 

become clear that, because of the anger 

of Jesus’ pharisaic enemies, He did not 

hve much more time before they would 

find a way to silence Him.. 

18) This sending out of the 12 was a clever strategy devised by Jesus in light of the 

shortness of time.  It enabled Him to more speedily saturate the land one more 

time with His claims, and with miraculous evidence of the validity of those claims. 

19) Notice especially the remarkable commission given by  Jesus as he sent out the 

12 before Him as part of this 3rd and final tour of Galilee (Mt 10:5 – 11:1).  This 

commission must be understood against the backdrop of those exigencies and 

Jesus’ strategy to accomplish His purpose in spite of those pressures. 

Mk 6:6-13  

Lk 9:1-6  

 

IV.  The “busy day” of Jesus’ Galilean ministry 

 NOTE: By harmonizing the Synoptic accounts, it is possible to trace the events of one remarkable day late on the 2nd tour through Galilee – remarkable 

primarily for the spirit of rejection which manifested itself on this day.  This day is clearly a turning point in Jesus’ ministry; indeed, it marks the beginning 

of the end of that ministry – and thus of an extended period during which Jesus’ focus has been public presentation of Himself to the nation. 

 A. The “unpardonable sin” and Jesus’ response 

Mt 12:22-37  Most basic to this day was the 

wickedness remembered as the 

“unpardonable sin.”  It is widely 

acknowledged that this event 

functions as a basic turning point in 

Jesus’ ministry, and it is essential 

to understand why that is so. 

20)  This event is precipitated by a miracle done by Jesus, a miracle specifically foretold of 

Messiah (cf. Isa 42:7; 35:6). 

21)  Notice very carefully the question asked by the people who witnessed the miracle in 

12:23; the specific Greek form of this question is essential to an understanding of what 

is going on here. 

22) There is much discussion as to the specific character of the sin of “blaspheming the 

Holy Spirit”; it is an important discussion, but don’t miss the undeniable emphasis of this 

passage – in committing that sin, the masses have chosen to believe the lying excuse 

of the Pharisees, and thus to reject Jesus’ claims concerning Himself, in spite of the 

unimpeachable evidence He has just given them in this remarkable miracle. 

Mk 3:20-30  

 

 B. The reaction of the Pharisees to this confrontation with the Pharisees 

Mt 12:38-45  The Pharisees again demand a sign, but Jesus refuses and 

speaks even greater condemnation upon them. 

23) This is the first of at least 3 times that Jesus refuses any 

sign but that of Jonah (cf Mt 16:4; Lk 11:30).  

 C. The reaction of Jesus’ family to this confrontation with the Pharisees 

Mk 3:31-35  This is a remarkably difficult time for Jesus, 

as His own family – including His mother – 

come to take Him home, thinking Him to be 

out of His mind (cf. Mk 3:21) 

24) Contemplate the travail of soul Jesus must have felt as word came that His 

own family thought Him mad. 

25)  Understand that in Mk 3:34, 35 Jesus is living up to a very difficult but very 

clear OT ethic. 

26)  An interesting question: could the perception that Jesus was “out of his mind” 

have anything to do with strategy He was employing at this time?  (See 

below.) 

Mt 12:46-50  
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Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

 D. Jesus begins teaching in parables – the very telling of which is strategically designed 

Mt 13:1-52  As you read these passages, note carefully 

the movements of Jesus and His apostles, 

and the consequent audience of the various 

portions of the text. 

27) Notice the astonishment of the apostles when Jesus began teaching in this 

fashion, and the words of Jesus in response to that astonishment.  Give special 

attention to what Jesus said was the purpose of His speaking in this way. 

28) As you ponder the significance of these parables, measure that against the 

backdrop of the situation in which they were spoken.  (The great key to 

understanding Mt 13 – it comes right after Mt 12!)  Clearly, something hitherto 

understood regarding the Kingdom (i.e., a mystery) is made (cryptically) known 

here; the issue is, what is that mysterious insight never before understood, but 

now made known? 

29) Notice carefully the concluding parable (Mt 13:51, 52) intended to give 

instruction as to how the truth of the former parables it be received. 

Mk 4:1-34  

 

 E. Jesus stills a storm on the Sea of Galilee; His disciples are amazed beyond measure 

Mk 4:35-41  This miracle occurred late on the same day as the 

“unpardonable sin” and the teaching of the Kingdom 

parables (Mk 4:35) 

 

Lk 8:22-25  

 

 F. Jesus delivers a demon-possessed Gadarene 

Mk 5:1-20  As the boat carrying the apostles and Jesus arrived 

on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus 

encountered this Gadarene man, delivered him of 

his demon possession. 

30) There is a perceived contradiction between Mark’s geographic reference 

(the country of the Gadarenes) and that of Matthew (country of the 

Gergesenes).  How is this best reconciled? 
Mt 8:28-34  

 

VI. The Collapse of the Galilean Campaign 

 NOTE: Jesus’ ministry of public presentation,  which He had pursued so carefully and so persistently in Galilee for some 18 months, is deliberately suspended 

for a strategic season, this because the nation has demonstrated its commitment to disbelief, irrespective of evidence.  There are two great “moments of 

disbelief” – the unpardonable sin (deliberated earlier) and the feeding of the 5000.  The latter and climactic event will be considered here. 

 A. Jesus withdraws from Galilee when He hears  the report of the death of John the Baptist 

Mt 14:1-13a  The only record of the death of Jesus’ 

Forerunner is told here in terms of a 

report brought to Jesus 

31) Notice that Mt 14:13 is explicit that it was in response to this report that Jesus 

decided to depart from Galilee.  

 B. Great crowds pursue Jesus; He miraculously feeds 5000 

Mt 14:13b-21  This is the only miracle (save the 

resurrection of Jesus) which is 

recorded in all four Gospels.   

32) Why is this miracle recorded in all four Gospels?  That is, what part does it play in the 

narrative of Jesus’ ministry that makes it so strategic to our understanding of that 

ministry? 

 

Mk 6:30-44  

Lk 9:10-17  

Jn 6:1-13  

 

 C. The response of the multitudes to the miracle 

John 6:14-15   33) What do you think it looked like when the masses tried to “take Him by force and 

make Him king”?  

 D. Jesus goes to pray; the disciples are caught in a storm on the Sea of Galilee; Jesus stills the storm 

Mt 14:22-23  This event happened the night of the 

Feeding of 5000. 

34) Notice the amazement of the disciples, in spite of the fact that just a few hours they 

had participated in the remarkable miracle of the feeding.  Notice as well Mark’s (i.e., 

Peter’s) assessment as to why they were so amazed (6:52). 
Mk 6:47-52  

Jn 6:16-21  

 

 E. Jesus arrives on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, is welcomed with wild-eyed excitement 

Mt 14:34-36  This occurred on the day following the 

Feeding of the 5000. 

35) Notice that this is very late in the Galilean ministry, and Jesus (alone) has discerned 

that the nation is determined to reject His claims.  But that does not mean that Jesus 

is no longer the wildly popular folk-hero of the masses.  This remarkable scene is 

clear evidence that the common man was still fascinated with this wonder-Worker, 

even though that fascination was self-serving and shallow, as demonstrated by the 

way this event was yet to unfold. 

Mk 6:53-56  

 

 F. The crowds cross the Sea looking for Jesus; unable to find Him, they return to Capernaum, find Him there 

John 6:22-25  Only John tells of the mad dashing about that ensued on this 

following day; the crowds that had eaten the lunch produced by 

Jesus, and who had wanted to take Jesus by force and make 

Him King, were anxious for the excitement to continue.  Thus the 

frenetic scurrying about of these verses. 
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Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

 G. Jesus speaks “hard sayings” to test the willingness of this crowd to have Him as King 

John 6:26-59  This very important teaching 

was spoken by Jesus in the 

synagogue at Capernaum 

(:59).  It was intended by 

Jesus to test the reality of this 

people to “make Jesus King,” 

and it was effective to that 

end.  

36) Notice the stern and telling rebuke with which Jesus introduces His conversation with these 

people who were ostensibly so anxious to have Him as king (:26-27). 

37) Jn 6:53-56 are widely regarded as difficult verses, and they have often been so misconstrued 

as to be put to ignoble purposes.  However, those verses must be understood in the context of 

the illustration to which Jesus appealed earlier (6:32-40), as well as the specific and 

straightforward application of that illustration He had made in 6:48-51.  The point has been 

made explicitly that the only “work” demanded by the Father is that men “believe in – i.e., 

depend entirely upon – Him whom He sent” (:29).  The reference to “eating in His flesh/drinking 

His blood” calls to mind sacrificial death, and, must be understood in its context: just as the 

Israelites had no food or drink other than the bread which fell from heaven and the water 

flowing from a rock, so men have no hope of eternal life unless they utterly depend upon the 

sacrifice to be made by Jesus – as it were, eat His flesh (as the Israelites ate manna) and drink 

His blood (as the Israelites depended on the water provided by God). 

 

 H. The masses are offended, go back from following Jesus 

John 6:60-71  Notice especially 6:66. 38) Although there are brief events to follow before Jesus actually abandons Galilee and 

sets out on His mission of private preparation, it is this event which functionally brings 

to an end the Galilean ministry, and thus causes the effort at public presentation to 

be suspended for a strategic season. 

 

 I. Jesus is confronted once again by Pharisees from Jerusalem 

Mt 15:1-20  In both Mt and Mk, this incident is 

narrated as the last in Jesus’ ministry 

of public presentation in Galilee. 

39) Note that the Pharisees who confronted Jesus had come from Jerusalem.  This is 

strong indication that Jesus’ enemies were growing more committed to silence Him. 

40) Why do you think the parable spoken by Jesus in response to those Pharisees (Mt 

15:10-11) was so offensive to them (Mt 15:12)? 

Mk 7:1-23  

 

 

Record below questions and/or points of confusion which suggest themselves to you as you read the 

assigned portions of Scripture. 
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 NAME ______________________________  
   

Harmonized Bible Reading Assignment Sheet #5 

The Training of the Twelve 
 

 

At this point in His ministry Jesus’ death is about one year away.  (That is, 2½  years of the 3½ years of His ministry have been accomplished.)  

It is here that Jesus’ purpose – and consequently His tactics – change dramatically.  Jesus has discerned that the hardness of this generation is 

full, that they have determined to disbelieve no matter the evidence set before them that Jesus is who He claims to be.  Thus, Jesus sets out to 

find the solitude necessary  to share with His apostles instruction which is unspeakably important and just as difficult – a task which will prove 

logistically difficult because Jesus the Miracle-Worker is still so wildly popular with the common man, even beyond the borders of Jewry.  The 

specirid instruction He is seeking opportunity to give is that He is going to die at the hands of His enemies.  In that connection, remember that to 

this point Jesus has never openly spoken of dying. Notice in the passages to follow the sudden and radical change in tactics employed by the 

Lord Jesus. 
 

Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

I. Unsuccessful attempts to find solitude with His apostles 

 A. To Syro-Phoenecia, where He encounters a woman with a demon-possessed daughter 

Mk 7:24-30  Here Jesus takes the 12 to 

Phoenecia, a difficult journey to 

a place where there were few 

Jews among the populace.  

Notice that Jesus is reluctant to 

do a miracle of healing in this 

place. 

1)  As you read these passages, how many particular ways can you find in which Jesus’ tactics 

change from that which has characterized His ministry for the years past. 

2) Why do you think Jesus was reluctant to do the miracle of healing requested by the Syro-

Phoenecian woman for her daughter? 

3) Notice the response of this woman to Jesus’ remarkably harsh reply to her request.  In what 

ways might her response be regarded as a model? 

Mt 15:21-28  

(Check box at right when reading is 
completed.) 

 B. To Decapolis, where Jesus heals many & feeds 4000 at the end of the day 

Mark 7:31 – 8:9  Jesus leads the 12 on a long 

journey around the Sea of 

Galilee, into the very Gentile 

region of Decapolis. 

4) Notice the special steps Jesus employs in healing this man brought to Him.  Why do you 

think He healed the man in this manner? 

5) Notice Jesus commanded the man and his companions to tell no one of the healing. Why 

did Jesus make this demand? How did the man who had been healed respond? What was 

the result of his response?  

Mt 15:29-38  

 

 C. Briefly back across the Sea to Galilee; Jesus confronted by Pharisees, sets out again 

Mt 15:39-16:12  This seems to be an attempt by Jesus to 

return to Galilee – His home and that of 11 of 

His apostles – unobtrusively. But the attempt 

is aborted when a Pharisee confronts Jesus 

as soon as He alights from the boat.   

6) Where is Dalmanutha (Mk)/Magdala (Mt)? 

7) How do you understand Jesus’ reference to the “leaven of the Pharisees” (Mt: 

“and the Sadducees”)? 

8) A very important element of this episode – the (almost comical) dullness of 

Jesus’ apostles. 

Mk 8:10-21  

 

II. Jesus finally finds solitude with His apostles far north in Galilee 

Note: Having been several times frustrated in His attempt to get alone with His apostles, Jesus decides to take them to the region of Caesarea-Philippi, a very 

remote place in the foothills of Mt Hermon, and a place to which Jews did not go. 

 A. Along the way, Jesus carefully heals a blind man in Bethsaida 

Mk 8:22-26  Bethsaida was a fishing village on the northern 

shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus and the 12 

dock there and pass through the city as they 

make their way to Caesarea-Philippi. Once 

again, Jesus is asked to do a miracle of healing, 

and He cautiously  consents. 

9)  Compare the steps taken here by Jesus  to those He took when healing 

the man in the Decapolis. What additional steps does Jesus take here? 

10) Why do you think Jesus healed this man in two stages? 

11) Notice that Jesus seems to have got out of Bethsaida without attracting 

great crowds – something He had been unable to do in other cities on this 

journey. 

 

 B. Jesus and the 12 in the region of Caesarea-Philippi;  
                   Jesus tests their understanding of the claims He made concerning Himself 

Mt 16:13-20  This event is the “final exam” 

of the apostles. Jesus asks 

specifically what they believe 

concerning Him, and Peter – 

speaking for the 12 – 

confesses that Jesus is “the 

Christ, the Son of the living 

God.” 

12) This is a very important moment, but the significance of the moment is sometimes lost in the 

discussion of the conversation that follows.  Understand that the truth confessed by Peter 

here is precisely what Jesus has claimed concerning Himself throughout His ministry.  By the 

same token, it is a truth not easily or hastily embraced. Jesus’ delight with the confession is 

born of the fact that that two-fold truth was so difficult to believe, but the apostles have 

confessed (11 of them honestly) that they have bowed the knee to those claims. 

13) How do you understand Jesus’ statement to Peter in Mt 16:17 – “…flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven”? 

14) With regard to the ensuing conversation, how do you understand Jesus’ reference to “this 

rock” (i.e., “on this rock I will build my church”)? 

15) Again, how do you think the apostles understood Jesus’ reference here to His “church”? 

16) Again, how do you understand the concept of the “keys of the kingdom” spoken of here? 

17) Notice the command Jesus gives in Mt 16:20; why do you think this was important? 

Mk 8:27-30  

Lk 9:18-21  
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Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

 C. Jesus’ first distinct prophecy of His soon-coming rejection, trial, death and resurrection 

Mt 16:21-28  This is a most important development in the 

ministry of Jesus, and specifically in His 

relationship with His apostles. Understand 

that the text is explicit that Jesus had not 

spoken of dying before this (Mt 16:21; Mk 

8:31).  Notice as well that when Jesus did 

begin to speak of His death, His apostles 

were scandalized. 

18) When Peter rejects Jesus’ statement concerning His death, Jesus responds 

by saying to Peter, “Get thee behind me, Satan!”  Why do you think Jesus 

refers to Peter in that way? 

19) How do you understand Jesus’ further words of rebuke: “You are an offense 

to Me, because you are not mindful of the things of God, but of man”? 

20) Compare Lk 18:31-33, which records a later time when Jesus again speaks 

explicitly and directly of His coming death; and then note Luke’s assessment 

of the response of the apostles at that time (18:34).  

Mk 8:31-9:1  

Lk 9:22-27  

 

 D. The transfiguration of Jesus 

Mt 17:1-8  It is imperative that this remarkable event 

be understood against the backdrop of that 

which was discussed above.  In short, 

Jesus’ prophecy of His own death so 

staggered the apostles – it was so foreign 

and so offensive to them – that they began 

to doubt Jesus’ messianic identity.  The 

transfiguration was a gracious and 

spectacular strategy to reinforce the 

staggering faith of three of those apostles. 

21) Matthew says this happened “six days” after the conversation above, Mk says 

“about 8 days.” How would you reconcile those two? 

22) Can you think of other times in the NT when Jesus was seen in the effulgent 

and glorious form that He appears at this time? 

23) According to Luke, what is Jesus doing when He is suddenly transfigured? 

24) What two OT figures appear with Jesus; what are they talking with Him about? 

25) When Peter sees Jesus transfigured, he offers to build 3 booths. Why? 

26) Given the rebuke spoken from heaven against Peter’s suggestion, how do you 

understand what Peter was thinking in making the offer? 

27) Why do you think Jesus took only Peter, James & John to this event? 

Mk 9:2-8  

Lk 9:28-36  

 

 E. Events which followed – and were a consequence of – the transfiguration of Jesus 

 1.  Jesus instructs the three apostles not to tell anyone what they had seen 

Mt 17:9   28) Why do you think Jesus commanded those three not to tell anyone of what they had seen until after the 

resurrection? 

29) Notice carefully the point of Jesus’ command which proved confusing to these apostles (Mt 17:9). 
Mk 8:9, 10  

Lk 9:36  

 2. The three apostles ask concerning the charge that Jesus cannot be Messiah because Elijah has not yet come 

Mt 17:10-13  Evidently the experience of the transfiguration had reinforced these 

men’s faith in Jesus’ messianic claims. But there was one other 

matter that confused them in that regard, and so they put the 

question to Jesus at this strategic time. 

30) How do you understand the relationship between John 

the Baptist and the Elijah prophecy of Mal 4:5,6, 

especially given this passage? 
Mk 9:11-14  

 

 3. On the following day, the 9 apostles left behind are unable to drive a demon out of a boy 

Lk 9:37-43   31) Notice that Luke is explicit that this occurred the day after the transfiguration (9:37), and Mark that it was the other 

disciples who were unable to do this (9:14).. 

32) Why do you think these men were unable to deliver this boy?  (Compare Mk 9:29) 

33)  Note carefully Mark’s account; it is the fullest of the three and it includes very interesting and important details. 

Mk 9:14-29  

Mt. 17:14-21  

 F. Returning privately through Galilee, Jesus again foretells His death & resurrection 

Mt 9:30-32  Notice that Jesus, having begun speaking of His coming death a few 

days earlier (Mt 16:21), will return to the subject several times; 

nonetheless, the apostles do not ever accept the message. 

34)  How do the apostles respond to the message this 

time, according to Mt 17:23 and Lk 9:32? Mt 17:22, 23  

 G. Last efforts in Galilee 

Note: Almost 3 years of Jesus’ ministry have passed.  Having struggled to find opportunity to confront His apostles with the truth that He was soon to die, and the 

apostles having resisted the teaching when Jesus set in before them, there are a few days or weeks in Galilee before Jesus sets out for the Feast of 

Tabernacles in Jerusalem (Jn 7:2). 

 1. At Capernaum, Jesus pays the temple tax by means of a remarkable miracle 

Mt 17:24-27   35) What do you think is the significance of the way in which Jesus provided the money to pay this tax? 

 2. The 12 argue over who should be the greatest in the kingdom; a lesson on humility 

Mt 18:1-5  This episode makes clear that the disciples 

have refused to accept Jesus’ words 

concerning His own death, as well as His 

insistence that they too must be ready to 

take up a cross and prepare for death.  

36) Notice in Mark’s account the way this conversation began. 

37) Notice the object lesson of humility and simple faith which Jesus employs in 

response to the apostles’ argument concerning who would be greatest? 

38) Why do you think the apostles were thinking about this issue? 

Mk 9:33-37  

Lk 9:46-48  

 

 3. The apostle John is rebuked for his selfish spirit; Jesus gets to the heart of the issue in His reply to John 

Mt 18:6-14  The confrontation began when John 

rebuked one who was casting out demons 

in Jesus’ name, but was not among the 12. 

39) Mark’s account places Jesus’ warning re: causing “one of these little ones to 

sin,” as well as the injunction to sever the body part that causes you to sin, as 

part of His response to John.  It seems best to take the parable concerning the 

shepherd seeking his one lost sheep as part of this same discourse of Jesus. 

Mk 9:38-50  

Lk 9:49-50  

 4. Instruction concerning dealing with a sinning brother; the parable of the merciful servant 

Mt 18:15-35   40) This is the only other place in the Gospels (besides Mt 16:18) where Jesus makes mention of the “church.” 



Page 15 

 

 NAME ______________________________  

   

Harmonized Bible Reading Assignment Sheet #6 

The Last Six Months before the Passion: In Judea, Jerusalem and Perea 
 

 

NOTE: As the title indicates, these Scriptures narrate the last ½ year of Jesus’ ministry, before the events which eventuated in His 

passion.  Notice that Matthew and Mark omit this period, and thus we follow these months only in Luke and John.  Harmonization 

is a bit difficult for this period, because there are only a few places where those two Gospels both record the same event (which is 

key to the harmonizing effort).  On the other hand, the two narratives fit together nicely when this reality is recognized: Luke 

narrates Jesus’ travels beyond Jerusalem, as well as the times when He sets out to go to Jerusalem (or its immediate environs); 

John, on the other hand, picks up the narrative when Jesus arrives in Jerusalem (or it immediate environs) and relates His ministry 

in that place.  Further, John’s account is built around two feasts which occurred during these last six months: the Feast of 

Tabernacles (Sept/Oct of 32 AD, about 6 months before Jesus’ death), and the Feast of Dedication (or Hanukah, in late Dec).  

Jesus goes up to Jerusalem for each of these: Luke has Him leaving for Jerusalem for the feast of Tabernacles (Lk 9:51; John 

narrates His ministry at that feast in 7:1-10:21), and then again for the feast of Dedication (13:22; cf Jn 10:22-39). Finally, Jesus 

goes to the village of Bethany to raise Lazarus from the dead (Jn 11:1-54; Lk makes no mention of this journey). 
 

Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

I. Jesus and the 12 to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles (Sept/Oct of 32 AD) 

 A. Still in Capernaum (before setting out for the feast), Jesus receives bitter counsel from His unbelieving brothers 

Jn 7:1-9  Note carefully the foreboding 

summary statement with which 

John begins his narrative of this 

period of Jesus’ ministry (7:1). 

1) Notice that the record is clear that as of this time, within months of Jesus’ death, His 

(half-)brothers did not believe on Him.  Contemplate how difficult it would have been to 

accept Jesus’ claims if He were your brother! 

2)  Did Jesus’ siblings ever come to faith? How do we know? 

3) Note well that in all this, given the very real danger He was in, Jesus was “wise as a 

serpent and harmless as a dove,” and in that spirit He conducted Himself very 

circumspectly through these months.   

 

(Check box at right when reading is 
completed.) 

 B. Jesus and the 12 set out (from Galilee, where He had been ministering briefly after His return from Caesarea-Philippi) 

Lk 9:51-61  This is the first of three times that Luke 

describes Jesus as setting out for or on 

the road to Jerusalem. Again, these are 

best harmonized with the times that Jesus 

arrives in Jerusalem in the narrative of 

John’s Gospel. 

4) Notice that Jesus determines to travel through Samaria, but He takes precautions 

in that regard (9:52-56).  Understand the careful strategy involved in this route. 

5) John’s comment that Jesus “went up not publicly, but privately” is best understood 

in terms of the strategically chosen Samaritan route narrated in Lk 9. 

6)  Notice the stern demands of discipleship laid down by Jesus along the way.  

(Matthew’s account of this challenge by Jesus seems to be recorded 

anachronistically, which is not unusual as Matthew often arranges material more 

thematically than chronologically.)   

Jn 7:10  

Mt 8:19-22  

 

 C. In Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles 

 1. The Jewish leaders were watching for Jesus, and there was much discussion as to whether He would come  

Jn 7:11-13  Notice that by this time the Jesus is very much the center of thought 

among the Jews, both the leadership and the common man 

 

 

 2. In the midst of the Feast, Jesus appeared, began teaching, created a great deal of excitement and anger 

Jn 7:14-36   7) Notice that Jesus’ teaching in the temple at this Feast produced a great deal of 

skeptical and/or hostile reaction on the part of the multitudes who heard Him teach. 

In that regard, notice especially the opposite opinions discussed in :28-31. 

8)  Note that as a result of the excitement produced by Jesus’ preaching at the Feast, 

the “chief priests and Pharisees sent officers (temple-guards supplied by the 

Romans) to arrest Him” (:32). That sub-plot concludes later in the narrative. 

 

 3. On the last day of the feast, Jesus offers “living water” to anyone who would receive it 

Jn 7:37-44  Mark well the response of the 

multitudes to this remarkable 

offer made by Jesus. 

9)  Why was the offer of “living water” especially meaningful at the feast of Tabernacles? 

10) Notice the very interesting point of confusion regarding Jesus’ messianic credentials, 

recorded in the discussion of those who heard Him (:41, 42). 

 

 

 4. The Roman officers sent to arrest Jesus return empty-handed 

Jn 7:45-52  The Jewish authorities have determined 

to be rid of Jesus, as reflected in the fact 

that they had sent officers to arrest Him, 

and in their deliberations recorded in this 

section. 
 

11) Compare :45-49 with :32.  Evidently the Roman officers sent to arrest Jesus were 

so impressed as they heard His words and confronted His person that they 

refused to do the bidding of the Jewish authorities. 

12) Who rises briefly (timidly - ?) to defend Jesus when the Jewish authorities are 

going about to condemn Him without any legal process?  Again, this is reflective 

of a very important role this man plays in the narrative as crafted by John. 
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Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

 5. An adulteress is brought to Jesus in an attempt to trap Jesus in His words 

Jn 7:53 – 8:11  The strategy of Jesus’ enemies was very 

clever here, but Jesus’ counter-strategy 

was magisterial. 

13) There is much discussion as to whether this pericope is authentic. What are the 

reasons it is denied authenticity by many?  Do you have any strong opinion? 

14) Notice that the account begins with an indication of the remarkable fascination of 

the city for Jesus, and the anger of the Jewish leadership as a result of that. 

 

 6. Great confrontation with the Jewish leaders; enraged; Jesus proclaims Himself “the light of the world,” rebukes the Jewish 
 leaders as “sons of the devil”; they finally attempt to stone Him 

Jn 8:12-59  This is one of the more remarkable scenes 

in the ministry of Jesus.  Trace well the 

claims made by Jesus, the angry response 

of the Jewish leadership, and the heated 

exchanges between them and Jesus. 

15) Notice how Jesus argues for the validity and credibility of His claims. 

16) Mark well Jesus’ reference to being “lifted up” in 8:28.  What do you understand 

Jesus to mean by “lifted up”? 

17) John states in :30 that “many believed in Him,” but he goes on to narrate Jesus’ 

interaction with those who had confessed belief (:31-47).  Given that 

subsequent discussion, how do you understand John’s statement in :30? 

18) Notice the conversation that resulted in Jesus’ words, “Before Abraham was, I 

am” (8:58).  What was the significance of that strangely worded claim?  Why did 

that claim so enrage Jesus’ detractors (cf. :59)? 

 

 7. A man born blind is healed; the Pharisees “put him out” when he insists the miracle-worker must be of God 

Jn 9:1-41  Remember that this occurs at 

the same feast as the above, 

just about 6 months before the 

Passover at which Jesus will 

die. 

19) Note that this pericope commences with a very important insight offered by Jesus re: God’s 

purposes in human suffering. 

20) Follow carefully the physical travels of the man who is healed.  Why do you think Jesus sent 

him to wash in the Pool of Siloam?  Notice in that regard that after he has been healed he 

does not know Jesus by sight until Jesus introduces Himself to him. 

21) The stubborn and entirely irrational unbelief of the Pharisees in this incident is very 

important to an understanding of the way in which Jesus’ ministry is unfolding – and to the 

literary purposes of the apostle John. 

22) Note the repeated threat of the Pharisees to put a recalcitrant person “out of the synagogue” 

(�ποσυνάγωγος); this was a dire threat, and the capacity of the Pharisees to do this is very 

important to the drama unfolding during these last months of Jesus’ ministry. 

 

 8. Jesus claims to be the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep; the discourse divides the crowd 

Jn 10:1-21  Given the chronological note of 10:22, it seems best to attach this pericope to 

those preceding, that is, to see this discourse as part of Jesus’ extensive (and 

extensively recorded) ministry at the Feast of Tabernacles. 

23) Notice that Jesus is speaking rather openly 

of His death by this point in His ministry.  

 D.  Jesus ministers in the region of Judea, outside the city of Jerusalem 

Note: This period is often denominated The Later Judean Ministry of Jesus. That works, because Jesus had ministered for a time in this basic region – several months at 

the very beginning of His ministry He had been spent gathering John the Baptist’s disciples to Himself (Jn 1-3). But though Jesus had visited the region briefly on 

several occasions, He had not spent any extended time here concentrating on the effort to saturate the area with His claims concerning Himself.  He does that 

now.  It’s important to understand that by now the nation has made it clear (to Jesus alone) that they were determined to disbelieve.  Besides that, this region is 

very much under the dominion of the rabbinic and pharisaic leadership centered in Jerusalem.  So Jesus’ intent here is not to set His claims before the villages of 

Judea in the hope they would acknowledge Him. Rather, Jesus seems to be confronting this strategic region with His claims – and with miraculous demonstration 

of those claims – in order that “every mouth may be stopped,” that this generation would have no excuse for their rejection of Jesus.   
 1. The Seventy(-two) are sent out 2 by 2 to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom; they return with great joy over their power 

Luke 10:1-24  This is similar to when He sent out the 

12 late in His Galilean ministry, and the 

intent is the same – to get the message 

out quickly and dramatically, given that 

the time is short because of the anger of 

Jesus’ very powerful enemies. 

24) Notice that there is a textual issue with reference to the number. 

25) Mark the purpose for which these were sent out, expressed by Jesus in 10:1 – to 

go into every place where He was about to go.  These 70 were not so much 

independent preaching teams as “set-up” teams, preparing the ground so that 

when Jesus came to a village He could quickly confront the place and be on to the 

next city.  This is all a function of the sense of urgency born of the fact that Jesus’ 

time was so short. 

26) Notice that the commission which Jesus gave these emissaries (10:2-12) is very 

similar to that spoken to the 12 when they were sent out in Galilee (Mt 10:5-42). 

 

 2. Jesus answers a question regarding eternal life; He speaks the parable of the Good Samaritan 

Luke 10:25-37  Jesus was asked by a scribe (student of the Law) what had to be 

done to be saved. The parable was spoken in response to the 

conversation which ensued, and specifically to the question of the 

lawyer, “Who is my neighbor?” 

27) Notice the way the lawyer summarizes the Mosaic 

law? Where else do we encounter this summary? 

What does this suggest as to whether this man had 

been attending Jesus’ teachings before this point? 

28) There is some speculation as to the identity of this 

man. Do you know what identity is often conjectured? 

 

 3.Jesus visits the village of Bethany, for the first time is a guest in the home of Lazarus and his sisters 

Lk 10:38-42  This home will become very strategic to Jesus during 

the week of His passion; He seems to be preparing 

for that week in making this visit. 

29) Note that Bethany is a suburb of Jerusalem; it lies on the east of the 

city, on the backside of the Mt of Olives, about 1¼ away.  
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 4. Jesus instructs His disciples concerning prayer; the parable of the importunate friend 

Lk 11:1-13  The “Lord’s Prayer” is in fact a model prayer, spoken by Jesus in 

response to His disciples’ request, “Teach us to pray.” 

30) Note the reference to John’s instruction of his 

disciples re: prayer; this is the only reference of 

this in the NT. 
 

 5. A number of open encounters with the Jewish leadership 

 Note: Luke describes a number of miracles wrought by Jesus and times of teaching, as well as the consistently hostile response of the Jewish leadership.  Recall that it is 
very late in His ministry (within several months of Jesus’ death), and that Jesus is traveling in the region very close to Jerusalem, where the pharisaic leadership so entirely 
committed to rejecting Him are headquartered.   

 a. The blasphemous accusation is repeated: Jesus does miracles by the power of Beelzebub;  
 Jesus responds with careful argumentation and then with confrontational instruction 

Lk 11:14-36  The event is very similar to that related to the 

“unpardonable sin” in Galilee.  The Pharisees had no 

other explanation, and so they returned to it whenever 

necessary.  Jesus’ response was magisterially 

effective, and is repeated in this instance. 

31) Notice that Jesus appends a parable about a man who is cleansed 

of an unclean spirit, leaves himself empty, and is then possessed 

by 7 wicked spirits. What do you think Jesus is referring to here? 

That is, who is the man, and in what sense had a cleansing taken 

place earlier? 

32) Jesus repeats the “sign of Jonah,” the emphasis of which is that 

this generation has proven itself so hard that signs are no longer 

wise, and thus they will get only the sign of Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

 b. Dining with a Pharisee, Jesus denounces empty legalism, excited the anger of the Rulers 

Lk 11:37-54   33) The Pharisees constituted a very tight and exclusive religious fraternity; there were relatively few 

admitted.  On the other hand, the scribes (lawyers) were ideologically and socially identified with 

the Pharisees.  Thus when Jesus excoriates the Pharisees (in words anticipatory of the Woes of Mt 

23), a lawyer (or scribe) is insulted as well (:45).  Jesus proceeds to excoriate the scribes as well.   

34) Notice that Luke is explicit as to the purpose of the Pharisees in attending Jesus in these days. 

 

 c. Speaking to His disciples & to a vast throng, Jesus addresses hypocrisy (leaven of the Pharisees), covetousness 
(rich fool), worldly anxieties (repeats sections of the Sermon on the Mount), watchfulness (waiting servants and the 
wise steward), and His approaching death 

Lk 12:1-59  Notice Luke’s description of the great hordes of people pressing in on Jesus at this time. 

As His death draws near, Jesus remains the wildly popular folk-hero of the masses.  This 

is important as it ties the hand of His enemies, and it makes Jesus’ words concerning His 

coming death entirely incoherent to His disciples. (Jesus is able to see through the great 

crowds, knows that it is superficial and self-serving, but only Jesus discerns this.)  

 

 

 d. The command to repent: the parable of the fig tree 

Lk 13:1-9    

 

 e. Jesus heals a crippled woman on the Sabbath; He defends Himself against the Ruler of the synagogue and 
repeats the parables of the mustard seed and the leaven 

Lk 13:10-21   35) Throughout His ministry, the one perceived crime for which Jesus’ enemies felt they could indict Him was 

violation of the Sabbath. Jesus never violated Moses, but He did transgress some of the traditions of the 

elders. Here the tactic often employed in Galilee is employed by His enemies in Judea. 

36) Notice Luke’s remarkable description of the result of these confrontations (13:17). 

 

 E. Jesus travels to Jerusalem for the Feast of Dedication (Hanukah/late December) 

 1. Jesus makes His way to Jerusalem 

Lk 13:22  Notice that only Luke 

records the journey.   

37) There is a break in Luke’s narrative between 13:22 & 23.  All of Jn 10:22-39 occurs in that break.  

In the narrative of 13:23 Jesus is already in Perea, after the feast of Dedication (cf. Jn 10:40).  

 2. Jesus in Jerusalem at the Feast of Dedication; He claims to be one with the Father, the Pharisees take up stones to 
stone Him, and He escapes across the Jordan to Perea 

Jn 10:22-39   38) In Jn 10:24, Jesus’ enemies insist that He tell them plainly that He is the Christ.  What is their 

purpose in this?  

39) Notice that in His reply, Jesus is “wise as a serpent.”  Trace His strategy here carefully. 

40) Notice that in 10:33 the Pharisees are explicit as to what they perceive to be Jesus’ crime. 

41) Notice that in two places in this pericope we are told that Jesus’ enemies took enraged steps to be 

rid of Him (:31 & :39). Jesus contrives to escape from their hands, but notice that the anger of His 

enemies has by now metastasized to murderous intent, even if impulsive and frustrated. 

 

 3. Because of the danger He faces, Jesus retreats across the Jordan River to Perea 

Jn 10:40-42  This is often denominated Jesus’ Perean 

ministry. Again, the title is appropriate, though it 

needs to be emphasized that Jesus resorts to 

this place for one reason – His life is in real 

danger in Judea. 

42) The political dynamics of the 1st century are essential to understand 

Jesus’ travels and tactics here, as well as those of His enemies.  By 

traveling to Perea, Jesus has left the jurisdiction of Pilate (who could be 

made to the bidding of the Jewish leadership) for that of Herod Antipas 

(who was not vulnerable to political manipulation as was Pilate). 

43) Jesus ministers in Perea for a time, probably primarily to Jews who 

traveled there to hear Him.  
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Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

 F. Jesus ministers in Perea 

 1. Jesus teaches, is confronted by some Pharisees who try to trick Him back to Judea 

Lk 13:23-35  Perea is close to 

and accessible 

from Judea, but 

much safer for 

Jesus because 

Herod was not 

liable to 

manipulation by 

the Jewish 

leadership 

anxious to be rid 

of Jesus. 

44) Note carefully the ploy of Jesus’ enemies in 13:31. They are trying to trick Jesus into returning to Judea 

where they can get the Roman authorities to move against Him. (Understand that it is because of the 

popularity which Jesus still enjoys with the common man – superficial to be sure, but wild-eyed 

nonetheless and thus crippling to Jesus’ enemies – that His Jewish enemies cannot simply spirit Him 

away; they must get the Roman authorities involved, and they cannot do that in Perea.) 

45) Jesus’ answer to that ploy is remarkable.  In the concluding lament, He avers that Jerusalem will not 

see Him until they welcome Him as Messiah. Understand the source and significance of that which 

Jesus says the city will cry out when they see Him: “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” 

46) Jesus’ prediction here is fulfilled some weeks later when He rides into the city of Jerusalem in His 

triumphal entry and is welcomed with the words He foretells here.  When Jesus made this prophecy, it 

was almost unimaginable that it would come to pass; the men to whom He made the prediction were 

representatives of the most powerful body in Jewry, and they were committed not to let it happen.  The 

means Jesus employs to cause it to happen are fascinating; be careful to trace those means as the 

narrative moves toward the Passion Week. 

 

 2. Jesus dines with a Pharisee on the Sabbath, heals a diseased man and defends Himself ; two parables are suggested 
by the incident 

Lk 14:1-24   47) Again, note the intent of the Pharisee in inviting Jesus to his home (14:1). 

48) The two parables – a. the feast at which a guest is moved from a seat of honor; and b. the 

man who gave a great banquet and invited guests refused to come – are spoken in response 

to the attempt to trap Jesus. 

 

 3. Great crowds follow Jesus, and He warns them to count the cost of discipleship 

Lk 14:25-35   49) Understand the specific OT ethic which Jesus is imposing upon His followers 

when He demands that they “hate” mother/father/brother/sister.  

 4. Jesus receives great crowds, and the Pharisees murmur against Him; He responds with three parables concerning the 
lost being found 

Lk 15:1-32  The parables: the lost sheep, the lost 

coin, and the lost (prodigal) son. 

50) Notice carefully what precipitated these parables: the Pharisees and scribes were 

offended because among the great crowds following Jesus were sinners and 

publicans. 
 

 5. Three lessons on stewardship 

Lk 16:1 – 17:10  The three lessons: 1) the parable of the unjust steward; 2) to the Pharisees, the rich 

man & Lazarus; 3) to the disciples, the servant who is faithful has only done his duty. 

 

 

 G. Jesus travels to Bethany with the 12 to raise Lazarus from the dead 

 1. Jesus hears of Lazarus’ sickness, tarries two days, then sets out; the disciples are fearful 

John 11: 1- 16  Only John records this sensational miracle, and he makes it 

clear that in very important ways preparation for the events of 

the Passion Week was laid in this event.  Notice that this 

miracle occurred only several weeks before the Passover at 

which Jesus would die. 

51) Because He tarried for two days before departing Perea 

for Bethany, when Jesus arrived Lazarus had been dead 

for four days.  This is important.  Why? 
 

 2. Jesus arrives in Bethany, converses with Martha (Lazarus’ sister), then raises Lazarus from the dead 

John 11:17-44   52) Why do you think Jesus wept (11:35)? 

53) Contemplate carefully the dramatic effect of this miracle.  

 3. The consequences of this spectacular miracle 

Jn 11:45-57   54) John identifies several specific results of this miracle (11:45-57).  Be prepared to identify 

and discuss those results as catalogued by John, specifically the impact on Jesus’ 

enemies (:45 -53), on Jesus’ travels (:54), and on the city of Jerusalem (:55-56). 

55) Important: according to 11:57, after He rose Jesus from the dead Jesus was a fugitive – He 

is on the run, and must order His movements very carefully. 

 

Note: At this point, Jesus’ public travels are entirely completed. He is tarrying north of Jerusalem at the little village of Ephraim (secret from His enemies), waiting 

for the time when He would make His way to Jerusalem for the Passover at which He would die.  The raising of Lazarus was hugely important in setting the stage 

for the events of that final week to come. In that connection, note John’s comment in 12:12 – “”a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that 

Jesus was coming to Jerusalem…”  How is it that that multitude heard that Jesus was coming?  The answer has a great deal to do with this final and most 

deliberately spectacular miracle of Jesus’ ministry. 
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 NAME ______________________________  

Harmonized Bible Reading Assignment Sheet #7 

Jesus’ Strategic Route to Jerusalem Culminates in the Triumphal Entry 
 

 

Assignment: 

7) Read each of the passages listed below, in the order in which they are listed, and then indicate that you completed 

the reading by checking the appropriate box.  Please read the sections carefully and completely, with a mind to 

understand the way in which the passage assigned relates to the events of the Passion Week of Jesus.  

8)  Please take careful notice of the “Note(s) concerning this passage”; I am trying to help you consider the passages 

in relationship to the ongoing narrative of the Passion Week. 

 
 

Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

I. The trip to Jerusalem for the final Passover of Jesus’ life (Ephraim to Bethany) 

Luke 17:11 – 19:27  These passages describe the very important and 

strategic route which Jesus took as He made His 

way from Ephraim (just north of Jerusalem) through 

Samaria, Galilee and Perea, on the way to the 

feast. Notice that Jesus arrives in Bethany (on the 

outskirts of the Holy City) “six days before the 

Passover,” which would be Friday. 

 

1) Notice that the route described in Luke 17:11 seems strange, but 

there is remarkable strategy in that route.  What is it about the 

route outlined there which seems strange? 

 

2) Notice the excitement which builds as Jesus travels with a large 

band of Passover pilgrims along the way to the Feast. 

 

Mk 10:1-52  

Mt 19:1 – 20:43  

John 12:1a  

 

II. The Sabbath in Bethany (the day before the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem) 

John 12:1b-11   The incident of the ointment – and 

specifically Jesus’ rebuke of Judas in 

connection with that incident – which 

occurred in Bethany on Saturday night 

(at the “coming out” of the Sabbath) 

ramifies in an important way later in the 

week. 

 

 

3)  Notice that Mt & Mk record the feast/anointing in the middle of their 

narrative of the events of Tuesday evening.  We will discuss those events 

later; at this point it is important to see that Mt and Mk tell the story of the 

anointing in Bethany as a flashback.  Can you think of why those 

Gospelists would record that event anachronistically as they do? 

4) In that connection, compare Lk 22:1-6; in a passage clearly parallel to Mt 

26 and Mk 14, Luke does not tell the story of the anointing, but note what 

he does say at precisely the place in the narrative where Mt and Mk insert 

that account. 

Mt 26:1-16  

Mk 14:1-11  

  

  

III. The Triumphal Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem (Sunday of the Passion Week – Messianic Presentation) 

Mk 11:1-19  This event was unspeakably important with respect to OT 

prophecy and to the ministry of Jesus.  It did not happen 

accidentally; Jesus planned and strategized to make it 

happen.  Further, the drama of the event relates to the 

expectations of the Jewish people for a soon-coming 

Deliverer, to the specific dynamics of the Passover 

Feast, and to recent events in the ministry of Jesus. 

 

 

 

5) Can you identify specific OT predictive prophecies which were 

fulfilled in the Triumphal Entry of Jesus? 

6) Given the edict issued by the Sanhedrinists (the most powerful 

leaders of the Jewish nation) in John 11:57, what reaction do 

you think this grand entrance of Jesus into the city produced in 

those leaders? 

7) How would you explain the fact that by Friday the same 

city/people would be crying for the crucifixion of this One whom 

they received as King on this day? 

8)  Notice the frustration of the Pharisees in Jn 12:19. 

9)  Notice that as night fell Jesus and His disciples returned to 

Bethany (Mk 11:19).  Understand the strategic importance of 

Bethany throughout this dramatic and dangerous week. 

 

Mt 21:1-11  

Lk 19:28-44  

Jn 12: 12-19  

  

 

 

Record below and/or on the back of this sheet questions and/or points of confusion which suggest 

themselves to you as you read the assigned portions of Scripture. 
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 NAME ______________________________  

   

Harmonized Bible Reading Assignment Sheet #8 

Monday – Wednesday of the Passion Week of Jesus 
 

 

Assignment: 

9) Read each of the passages listed below, in the order in which they are listed, and then indicate that you completed the reading by checking 

the appropriate box.  Please read the sections carefully and completely, with a mind to understand the way in which the passage assigned 

relates to the events of the Passion Week of Jesus.  

10)  Please take careful notice of the “Note(s) concerning this passage”; I am trying to help you consider the passages in relationship to the 

ongoing narrative of the Passion Week. 
 

Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

Focus: Monday & Tuesday of the Passion Week (Messianic Proclamation) 
 A.  The Fig Tree is cursed (on the way into the city from Bethany, with crowds, on Monday morning) 

Mk 11:20-261  The day did not begin with a meal in Jewish culture, so they would 

often “snack” early in the day.  Fig trees bore fruit twice a year 

(harvestable summer figs, harvested in the autumn & worthless winter 

figs which appeared in the spring).  There should have been winter 

figs on this tree, but Jesus found none. 

1) What do you think might have been the point 

Jesus was making in the cursing of the fig tree?  

(That is, what spiritual reality is Jesus illustrating 

in this act – if any?) 

Mt 21:18, 19  

  

 B.  The (2nd) Cleansing of the Temple on Monday morning 

Mt 21:12-22  a. This was not just an act of pique, as if Jesus stumbled on abuses He had 

not anticipated & flew into a righteous rage.  There were 4 Passovers during 

Jesus’ ministry; He cleansed the Temple at the 1st (Jn 2), and then again at 

this Feast (the 4th and last).  There is strategy in this.  In that regard, it is 

important to note whose territory Jesus was treading upon here. 

b. It is impossible to overstate the anger which this act produced in the 

leadership of the Jewish nation, or the delight it generated in the hearts of the 

Jewish people.  

2)  The temple was the jurisdiction of the 

Sadducees (by Roman decree); the 

synagogue was the domain of the 

Pharisees (by practical realities).  Given 

that, what strategy do you think might be 

involved in Jesus’ cleansing of the 

Temple at this time? 

 

Mk 11:12-19  

Lk 19:45-48  

 

 

  **Jesus returns to Bethany to lodge for the night 

Mk 11:11  The cleansing of the temple is basically all that is described in the Gospel narrative 

of Monday of the Passion Week; after this event, Jesus returned to Bethany (Mt 

21:17; Mk 11:11). Jesus’ life was in constant and real danger; by walking with the 

vast crowds moving in and out of the city, and by lodging in Bethany – a village that 

deeply loved Jesus – at the home of a friend (who, by Jewish mores, was bound to 

provide protection for his Guest), Jesus protected Himself from the murderous 

designs of the Jewish leaders. 

3)  Remember that the disciples 

were convinced the kingdom was 

about to be established (Lk 

19:11).  How might the events of 

Sunday and Monday affected 

that persuasion? 

Mt 21:17  

 

 C. On Tuesday morning, returning to the Holy City (from Bethany), the fig tree is discovered to have withered 

Mt 21:20-22   Again, this occurred early on Tuesday morning, as Jesus and His disciples return to the city of Jerusalem. 

Mk 11:20-26  

 D. Jesus possesses the Temple precincts, defeats His enemies in open debate, rebukes the Pharisees openly (Tuesday) 

Mk 11:27-12:44  Notice Luke’s survey of these two days – Jesus’ dramatic teaching and the consequent 

frustration of His enemies (Lk 19:47-48).  Mark says that during this time, Jesus so thoroughly 

controlled the temple precincts that He would not allow a person to carry a vessel through the 

area (Mk 11:16).  Notice that Jesus is TEACHING great multitudes (Lk 19:47, 48), putting to 

silence His enemies in open DEBATE (Mt 21:23-27; 22:15-22, 23-33; cf. Lk 20:40 – all this in a 

culture which honored above almost all things the prowess of a man who could thus silence His 

enemies in this fashion), speaking SCATHING PARABLES OF DENUNCIATION against unbelieving 

Israel (Mt 21:28-22:14), PROVING HIS CLAIMS from the OT (Mt 22:41-46), and finally pronouncing 

BLISTERING WOES specifically upon the Pharisees/Scribes (the spiritual heroes of the people, and 

the purveyors of works righteousness by means of the Mosaic law] (Mt 23:1-36). Two notes are 

intriguing re: the close of this day: Jesus’ comment re: the widow who gave her last two mites, in 

such stark contrast to the spirit of the leadership (Lk 21:1-4; Mk 12:41-44 ), and Jesus’ weeping 

over the city as He departs for the final time (Mt 23:37-39, cf [earlier] – Lk 13:34, 35). 

4) How might the events of 

Mon/Tue help explain why 

the city that welcomed 

Jesus as King on Sunday 

will cry for His death on 

Friday? 

5) Again, given the drama of 

these two days, what must 

the disciples have felt re: 

the issue of the soon 

coming of the Kingdom? 

 

Mt 21:23-23:39  

Lk 19:47-21:4  

Jn 12: 20-362  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1There were two stages to this event – on Monday the tree was cursed, on Tuesday it was found withered.  Mark makes this clear.  Matthew (as was his wont) grouped them together 

(he tends to arrange events more thematically than chronologically).  Mt 21:18 refers to Monday morning (i.e., the morning of the day which he had narrated in 21:12-17); 21:20 refers 
to Tuesday morning (when the fig tree was discovered to have withered, and Jesus responded to the wonder of His disciples). 
2Only John records the remarkable and poignant interview of Jesus with some Greek proselytes who had come to Jerusalem for the Passover, and of His consequent contemplation 
of His own soon-coming death.  It is difficult to know precisely when this event occurred, but the best guess is that it was sometime on Tuesday, during the season of teaching and 
confrontation in the Temple precincts.  Contemplate this narrative carefully; it is very important in anticipation of the scene in the Garden of Gethsemane.   
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 E.  Jesus departs Jerusalem for Bethany, on the way preaches the eschatological “Olivet Discourse” (late Tuesday evening) 

Mt 24:1-25:46  You are welcome to read these sections, but not required to do so (there is a lot of reading here, and this discourse – though 

unspeakably important w/ regard to our understanding of end-time realities – is not pivotal to the flow of events in this week).  

Notice, however, that the question asked by the disciples (Mt 24:3; Mk 13:4; Lk 21:7) indicates that the idea – the bare concept – 

that perhaps the kingdom will not come immediately is beginning to sink into the heads of the disciples.  Note further that this 

“Olivet Discourse” (so-called because it was spoken on the Mt of Olives, the hill that dominates Jerusalem on the eastern side) 

was spoken privately to the disciples, and that Jesus concludes the sermon with the command to “Watch” (Mk 13:37), because 

the drama Jesus describes here could commence at any moment.  After this discourse, Jesus and the disciples return to Bethany 

once again for the night; they will remain there through Wednesday and until Thursday afternoon, when they will return to the city 

for the Passover Feast in a borrowed room of a large home on the Western Hill.  However, late on Tuesday night one of the 

twelve will steal away to perform an unspeakably dastardly act of betrayal (see below). 
 

Mk 13:1-47  

Lk 19:5-38  

  

 F.  Judas, stung by Jesus’ rebuke (in Bethany on Sat pm), sneaks off to the home of Caiaphas to bargain to betray Jesus to His enemies 

Mt 26:1-16  Notice several elements of this very important scene.  1] The Jewish leadership in all of 

its parts – Pharisees/Scribes and Sadducees/Priests – are galvanized in their hatred of 

and anger toward Jesus, and are taking counsel together to put Him to death. (This 

because of the events of the last three days.)  2] The reason they are convinced they 

cannot do that until after the Feast is the wild-eyed fascination of the people with Jesus 

– they [i.e. Jesus’ enemies] “feared the people.” (Jesus knew how superficial and self-

serving that fascination was, but the Jewish leadership did not, and neither did Jesus’ 

disciples.)  3] Because of Jesus’ popularity, the Jewish leadership knew that they would 

have to get the Romans (Pilate) to execute Jesus.  (That is, they were persuaded that 

had they spirited Him off and stoned Him, as they would later do to Stephen, there 

would be riots, and the Romans would exact retribution of those who sparked those 

riots.) It is for this set of reasons that Jesus would die by crucifixion (Roman method) 

rather than by stoning (standard Jewish method).  4] The elaborate preparations 

necessary to the drama which would culminate with the crucifixion on Friday morning 

could not commence until Tuesday night, when Judas showed up to help the 

Sanhedrinists get it done.   

6)  Notice carefully what Judas 

agreed to do to assist the 

Sanhedrinists in the execution of 

Jesus (Lk 22:6). 

 

7)  As you read concerning the events 

of subsequent days, remember 

that Judas is convulsed by a 

desire to fulfill this commitment; he 

is looking for an opportunity to 

“betray Jesus to them in the 

absence of the multitude.”  

Mk 14:1-11  

Lk 22:1-6  

  

Focus: Wednesday of the Passion Week 

Mt 26:16  The record of the Gospels moves from late Tuesday to Thursday afternoon, 

omitting entirely any explicit record of the events of Wednesday.  (It’s for this 

reason that those who insist that the Triumphal Entry occurred on Sunday and 

the crucifixion on Friday – as does you instructor – speak of this day as “silent 

Wednesday.”)  Jesus doubtless remained in Bethany.  But it was a busy day as 

elaborate preparation was made by Jesus’ enemies for the arrest and trial (all 

designed to get Jesus on the cross before the city woke up, as His enemies and 

the Romans remembered the wild-eyed devotion to Him they had seen on 

Sunday, Monday and Tuesday), and as Jesus made preparation for the room in 

which He would keep the Feast with His disciples. 

8)  Consider carefully the various and 

conflicting emotions and states of mind 

that Jesus and the 12 took with them into 

the final days of this week – the terror and 

anxiety of Jesus as He faced the cross, 

the excitement of the disciples as they 

anticipated the inauguration of the 

kingdom, the duplicity and anxiety of 

Judas as he sought the opportunity to 

assist in the arrest of the Lord. 

Mk 14:11b  

Lk 22:6b  

Jn 12:37-503  

  

 

Record below questions and/or points of confusion which suggest themselves to you as you read the 

assigned portions of Scripture. 

                                                           
3 It is virtually impossible to determine when the words of Jesus recorded here were spoken, and it is virtually certain that they were not spoken on Wednesday of the Passion Week. 

However, they are placed at this point by the Apostle John because he regards them as an appropriate way to summarize the first section of his Gospel (“He came unto His own and 
His own received Him not..”) and to introduce the last part of the Gospel account (“..having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them unto the end.”).  Read those verses in 
that way – as a Spirit-breathed transition from the period of Jesus’ offer of Himself to the nation to the record of His offer of Himself as the lamb of God. 
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 NAME ______________________________  

Harmonized Bible Reading Assignment Sheet #9 

Thursday of Passion Week – the Ascension to the Father 
 

Assignment: Read each of the passages listed below, in the order in which they are listed, and then indicate that you completed the reading by 

checking the appropriate box.  Please read the sections carefully and completely, with a mind to understand the way in which the passage 

assigned relates to the events of the Passion Week of Jesus.   
 

Passage to be read Note(s) concerning this passage Questions/Observations 

Focus: Thursday afternoon of the Passion Week  (Messianic Preparation) 
 A.  Preparation for the Passover Meal to be eaten by Jesus with His apostles  

Lk 22:7-13  Jesus & the 12 remained in Bethany until departing for the 

feast late in the afternoon.  But in anticipation of that feast 

Jesus dispatched Peter & John to take the lamb to the temple 

for slaughter, then to go to a pre-arranged place to make 

preparation for the feast.  All of this was according to the 

specific prescriptions of the Torah. 

1) Why did Jesus use the cryptic reference to “a man carrying a 

pitcher of water” to direct Peter & John to the house?  What would 

have happened had Jesus been open about the place where they 

were to make ready for the Feast?  (Compare Jesus’ statements 

to the disciples at the beginning of the feast – Lk 22:15.) 

Mk 14:12-16  

Mt 26:17-19  

  

Focus: Thursday evening and night of the Passion Week 
 B. Events in the “upper room” to which Jesus had taken the disciples to celebrate the Passover Feast   

Mt 26:20-35  a. Notice the spirit of the disciples as they gather in the upper room, doubtless anticipating that 

kingdom assignments were about to be made (Lk 22:24).  Jesus is anxious to have this time to 

prepare them for the awful events soon to occur, events for which they are entirely unprepared. 

b.   After the Passover meal, (during which Jesus washed the feet of the disciples) Jesus 

announced that the betrayer was with Him at the table, the twelve began to question who it 

might be, John asks Jesus who it is and Jesus responds (privately) that it is the one to whom 

He will give a morsel of the meal, Jesus does that and Judas – whose guilty soul was smitten by 

the act of kindness, and who was looking for an excuse to leave to fetch the Sanhedrinists – 

leaves to do that, and then Jesus (Judas having left) instituted the “Lord’s Supper” as the seal of 

the New Covenant, began to address the eleven concerning the coming of the Spirit, and then 

suddenly – to everyone’s surprise – led the eleven out into the night (Jn 14:31b). 

2)  Judas left to fetch the 

Sanhedrinists and soldiers so 

they could arrest Jesus.  Where 

do you think Judas took those 

soldiers? 

 

3) Notice Jn 18:2 & Lk 22:39. Given 

those verses, how is it that Judas 

finally arrived at Gethsemane with 

the arresting force? 

 

Mk 14:17-26  

Lk 22:14-384  

Jn 13:1-14-31  

1 Cor 11:23-265  

 

 C. Jesus leads the eleven disciples across the city to the Garden of Gethsemane 

Mk 14:27-316  The Synoptics simply state that Jesus took the 11 to Gethsemane (w/ Mk’s telling of 

His warning to the disciples and to Peter along the way).  John records extensive 

teaching along the way – the “vine and branches” discourse, the warning concerning 

coming rejection (which must have sounded unlikely in light of the city’s reception of 

the Lord over the last several days), the promise of the coming Spirit (understood by 

the disciples in terms of the “new covenant” promises of Jer 31 and Ezek 36).  Then, 

as they descended the side of the Kidron Valley on the road to Gethsemane, Jesus 

paused and, in the hearing of the eleven, prayed the “High Priestly prayer” of John 17. 

 All of this was in preparation of the believing disciples for the events soon to come. 

4)  Thousands of lambs had been slain in the 

temple earlier that day, and the drainage 

ditch for the blood was the stream in the 

Kidron valley.  That stream would have 

been running red as Jesus crossed it (Jn 

18:1).  What significance is to be found in 

John’s mention that Jesus stepped over 

that brook on His way to Gethsemane? 

Jn 15:1 – 18:1  

 

 D. Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane 

Mt 26:36-46  There is much mystery in the reality that the God-Man could be genuinely tempted, 

but there is no question as to whether He was thus genuinely tempted – the Bible is 

explicit that He was, and that it is because He has endured such temptation that He is 

a High Priest who can be touched with the feelings of our limitations (Heb 4:15).  The 

greatest temptation Jesus faced was to turn back from the cross (cf. Mt 4:8-10; 16:21-

23).  As the cross drew nearer, the prospect of the spiritual death which He would 

suffer there filled Jesus with terror.  This is nowhere seen more dramatically than in 

the scene in Gethsemane.  This garden was not a public place; it was privately 

owned, and the owner made it available for Jesus when He was in the regions of 

Jerusalem (Jn 18:2).  Notice that Dr. Luke gives us two remarkable notes which give 

us insight into the trauma which Jesus endured in this experience – the reference to 

His sweating “great drops of blood” (22:44) and to His need for angelic assistance 

(22:43). 

5) Compare Jesus’ prayer to the Father in Jn 

12:27, 28 with His thrice repeated prayer in 

Gethsemane.  What do these two suggest 

concerning the depth of Jesus’ despair in 

Gethsemane? 

6) There are only two times in Jesus’ ministry 

when the Father dispatched angels to attend 

to His needs.  What was the other event?  

What was Jesus’ need at that time?  Again, 

what does this suggest concerning the depth 

of Jesus’ need and trauma in the Garden of 

Gethsemane? 

Mk 14:32-42  

Lk 22:39-46  

Heb 5:7-10  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                           
4 Notice that Luke’s narrative includes Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s denial in the upper room.  Compare this to the next section in Mark. 
5 Paul states that Jesus took the bread & cup “while He was being betrayed” (παρεδιδετο – imperfect passive vb.) gave them to His disciples.  That is, as Judas was scurrying off to 

fetch the arresting force, Jesus remained for a time in the upper room and introduced the “Lord’s supper.” 
6 Mark is clear that it was after Jesus and the 11 departed the upper room (Mk 14:26, cf :27) that He warned His disciples about desertion, and, in response to Peter’s protestations 

concerning his special loyalty, the Lord warned Peter (again) of his three-fold denial.  Because Luke has a similar incident in the upper room (i.e., before the departure, Lk 21:31-34), 
some have insisted there is a discrepancy in the record.  However, it makes perfect sense – given what we know of the man, Peter – that Jesus spoke this warning first of all in the 
upper room, and then again – in response to Peter’s renewed insistence upon his own dependability – on the road to Gethsemane just a little later. 
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 E. Jesus is arrested outside the Garden of Gethsemane (very late Thursday or very early on Friday morning) 

Jn 18:2-12  Judas, having doubtless gone first of all to the upper room, now finally arrives 

with the arresting force.  Using a signal (intended for the soldiers whom the 

Sanhedrinists were required to use for an arrest), Judas identified Jesus, the 

disciples – after Peter’s brief bravado – all fled, and Jesus is led back to the 

Western Hill, to the priestly residence of Caiaphas, where He will be “tried” in 

an illegal nocturnal tribunal intended only to find some charge which could be 

taken to Pilate.   

7)  Compare Jesus’ words to Peter at the arrest (18:11) 

with His prayers in the Garden (specifically the reference 

to a “cup”).  What does this suggest concerning Jesus’ 

struggle with the temptation to turn back from the cross? 

8)  As Jesus faced temptation, what spiritual resources 

did He employ?  How do those compare to the spiritual 

resources available to believers today? 

Mt 26:47-56  

Mk 14:43-52  

Lk 22:47-53  

  

Focus: Early Friday morning (before the city awoke) 
 A. Jesus is “tried” before the Jewish authorities [i.e., the Sanhedrin] (middle of the night – ca 1 – 3 am) 
  1. Jesus is led to the house of Caiaphas  the High Priest (on western hill of Jerusalem, near place of the “upper room”)  

Lk 22:54a  Elaborate preparations had been laid so that the Accused could be tried and convicted and executed before the city awoke – all of this 

because everyone concerned (except Jesus, and perhaps Mary, Lazarus’ sister – Jn 12:7) was persuaded – on the basis of the events of 

Sun/Mon/Tue – that if the city were aware of what was about to be done to the Nazarene they would riot in His defense.  Thus Jesus is 

taken speedily to the home of Caiaphas (which was illegal, as trials were never to occur in a private home, but in a public place where 

witnesses could be found) for the first stage of the Jewish trial – the nocturnal (again, illegal because witnesses could not be called at 

night) attempt to find an indictment against Jesus which could be taken to Pilate. 

Mt 26:57  

Mk 14:53  

Jn 18:12  

 

  Meanwhile, Peter follows, but from afar off 

Jn 18:15-18  Peter, having protested his greater allegiance to the Lord, does follow the band of soldiers and 

Sanhedrinists as they lead the Lord in chains back across the city and up to the home of the High 

Priest.  But Peter is unable to gain entrance into the courtyard until “the other disciple” (John the 

apostle, author of the 4th Gospel) speaks a word on his behalf.  By this means Peter is in the 

courtyard of the priestly villa, is confronted three times with the charge that he was with the Criminal 

who had been arrested, and before the rooster crows denies the Lord three times – the final denial 

under the watching eye of the Lord as He is being brought back into the house. 

9)  The drama of Peter’s denials, 

despair and restoration is an 

important element of the 

passion narrative.  Compare Lk 

22:31, 32, Jn 21:15-19, & 1 Pet 

5:10. 

Lk 22:54b  

  

  2.  Stage #1 of Jewish trial: Preliminary interrogation before Annas as the Sanhedrin is preparing for the trial7 

Jn 18:13-14,  
             19-24 

 This interrogation was a “fishing expedition” for the purpose of finding some accusation which could be made against Jesus.  The 

Sanhedrinists had arrested Him, intended to turn Him over to the Romans for execution, but so far had been unable to discover any sort of 

indictment they might lodge against Him.  Annas’ impertinent questioning was illegal by Jewish jurisprudential protocols: every matter was 

to be settled “by two or three witnesses,” not by forcing the accused to testify against Himself.  Thus Jesus’ measured and appropriate 

response to Annas’ questions. 

 

  3.  Stage #2 of Jewish trial: Primary hearing before the assembled Sanhedrin, Caiaphas presiding 

Mt 26:59-66  This “trial” was illegal on several counts; it was intended not to determine guilt but to accomplish 

execution.  There is much about the dynamics of the week, about the difficulty of Jesus’ claims, and 

about the sorry state of leadership in the Jewish nation at this time that combines to produce this 

travesty of justice, and it was all, of course, in the providence and purposes of God.  And there is no 

sense in which the Jewish people as a whole incur any special guilt because of the events of this 

night.  But the record is clear that “by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God,” Jesus 

was “taken by wicked hands, crucified, and put to death” (Ac 2:23). 

10) When Jesus was finally 

(illegally) required to testify against 

Himself, He openly confessed to 

the charge that He had made a 

two-fold claim concerning Himself. 

 What was that two-fold claim that 

Jesus made? 

Mk 14:55-64  

  

  4.  Jesus is held, abused, as His captors await the dawn 

Mt 26:67-68  Again, the abuse described in these verses is sub-human and offensive.  Under Roman rule, the Jewish leadership was given significant 

authority to arrest, try and even punish criminals, but the Romans did not allow them arms.  Therefore, in all of those efforts the Jewish 

leaders would depend upon Roman soldiers “loaned” them for the effort.  It is likely that most of these abuses were perpetrated by those 

Roman mercenaries, caught up in the crescendo of hatred and anger which was in fact very much a part of this scene.  Mark 14:65 

speaks of the “officers” (υπηρετα – underling, inferior officer), and Luke 22:63 specifies “the men who held Jesus” as the perpetrators of 

these abuses.  Compare Isa 50:6, which is specifically fulfilled in this awful scene. 

Mk 14:65  

Lk 22:63-65  

 

  Meanwhile, Peter denies Jesus a third time 

Mt 26:69-75  The Sanhedrinists knew that the trial held in the middle of the night was illegal and that it likely would not pass muster with the Roman 

procurator.  So they intended to bring Jesus back into the chambers at the first blush of dawn (see below) for a brief “post-sunup” hearing, 

get him to confess to His claims once again, and then take Him to Pilate.  They had been holding Him in some sort of underground 

installation – perhaps a cistern or cellar, and as they brought Him back into the chamber, He was manhandled through the courtyard.  

Peter was still in that courtyard, and just as He denied Jesus a 3rd time, the rooster crowed (recall that Jesus’ enemies had been waiting 

for the dawn to bring Him back into the judicial chamber).  Thus, Jesus was nearby as Peter loudly denied Him; He looked upon Peter, and 

Peter looked up to see the Lord gazing on him, and then Peter went out and wept bitterly (Lk 22:61, 62). 

Mk 14:66-72  

Jn 18:25-27  

Lk 22:55-60  

 

  5.  Stage #3 of Jewish trial: At first blush of dawn (technically, after sunup), Jesus is brought back and formally accused of blasphemy 

Lk 22:61-62 and 
          22:66-71 

 Only Luke records this.  Again, this is an attempt to put a façade of 
legitimacy upon the illegal nocturnal trial to which Jesus had been 
subjected; thus it occurred “as soon as it was day” (:66). There were no 
witnesses or interrogations; Jesus was simply required to confess once 
again His 2-fold claim - to be Messiah, and to be God come in the flesh. 

11) Notice how careful Jesus is to ensure that the charge against Him is 
precise and complete; He refuses to affirm the charge until it is stated 
completely.  Understand that the charge of claiming to be Messiah was the 
incendiary issue to the Romans; they had no toleration for pretender kings!  
Thus, that is the charge which the Sanhedrinists emphasize. 

 

                                                           
7 The Synoptics state that after Jesus was arrested He was taken to Caiaphas (high priest at that time); John states that He was taken “first” to Annas.  Annas was Caiaphas’ father-

in-law; he had been high priest for some time, had been deposed for cruelty and rapaciousness, but continued to live in the priestly villa.  . 
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 B. Jesus is “tried” before the Roman authorities (very early in the day – completed by about 6 am [Jn 19:14]) 
  1.  Stage #1 of Roman trial: Jesus before Pilate for the first time  

Lk 23:1-5  In order to avoid defiling themselves by entering a Gentile domicile, the Jewish 

leadership (who were going about the greatest crime in the history of mankind) had 

induced Pilate to set up his court on the pavement (i.e., outside).  The Roman procurator 

was contemptuous of the Jews and all of their issues, but this Nazarene had fomented 

much trouble over the last years, and especially during this very volatile week of 

Passover.  Thus he consents to hear the case.  Notice that the Sanhedrinists try to bluff 

Pilate into condemning Jesus simply because they demanded it, but Pilate would have 

none of that. It is at this time that Pilate takes Jesus alone into his palace for a private 

interview (Jn 18:33-37).  It is here that Pilate for the first of five times declares Jesus 

innocent (Jn 18:38; Lk 23:4). 

12) It is interesting to consider the impact 

which Jesus had upon the man, Pilate.  Note 

especially Paul’s injunction to Timothy in 1 

Tim 6:12; evidently, Jesus’ “confession” 

before Pilate was well remembered by the 

early church, and they found in that 

confession a model of how to live out the truth 

of God’s Word before a hostile and dangerous 

world. 

Mk 15:1-5  

Mt 27:1,2 & 11-14  

Jn 18:28-38  

  

  Meanwhile, Judas’ despair and suicide 

Mt 27:3-10  Judas was a thief; he loved his sin more than he loved what he knew to be the truth. He was ever more enslaved to sin until He committed 

the most awful treachery in man’s sorry history.  But with all of that he could not escape the undeniable truth of Jesus’ person and work; 

thus his tragic & pitiful end. 

  

  2.  Stage #2 of Roman trial: Jesus very briefly before Herod Antipas (governor of Galilee/Perea, son of Herod the Great) 

Lk 23:6-12  In the 1st stage of the trial (above) Pilate heard Jesus’ accusers aver that He had begun His ministry in “Galilee.” Pilate’s jurisdiction did not 

include Galilee, and the governor of Galilee was in town (probably in the same palace) for the feast.  So Pilate tries to get Herod to deal 

with this unspeakably difficult issue.   

  

  3.  Stage #3 of Roman trial: Jesus before Pilate once again 

Mt 27:15-26  Pilate did not want to execute Jesus; he made several attempts to placate the hatred of the 

Jewish leadership and release Jesus (including the scourging), but was frustrated in every 

one. When the Jews (probably by this time both the leaders and the city, which was waking 

up) threatened to tell Caesar that Pilate was willing to tolerate a seditionist in his province, 

Pilate capitulated and turned Jesus over to be crucified.  (Pilate had used up all his favors in 

Rome and knew he would probably not survive that sort of a report.) Thus, about 6 am Jesus 

is condemned to die by Roman crucifixion. 

13) Notice that it at this stage of the trial 

that Jesus is again taken in the palace for 

a private interview with Pilate (Jn 19:8-

13).  Contemplate carefully the statement 

of Jesus to Pilate in 19:11; it is a “good 

confession.” 

Mk 15:6-15  

Lk 23:13-25  

Jn 18:39-19:16  

  

  Then, Jesus is abused as the cross is prepared (ca. 6 – 9 am) 

John 19:16b  This doubtless occurred at the hands of the Roman soldiers, as the place of crucifixion was made ready, and (perhaps) as they waited for 

the city to awaken in order to witness the awful spectacle. The Romans had framed crucifixion primarily as a means of putting down 

sedition; with that in mind they were anxious for it to be witnessed widely in order that any impulse to revolt would be suppressed. 

Mk 15:16-20  

Mt 27:27-31  

Focus: (Good) Friday of the Passion Week (Messianic Perfection) 
 A. The crucifixion of the Prince of Life 
  1.  Jesus on the way to Golgotha (before 9:00 am) 

Mt 27:31-34  The Romans intended crucifixion to be: 1) unspeakably cruel; 2) mercilessly lingering (men would often last a day or more on the cross); 

3) inescapably public (again, to retard any seditious impulse in the citizenry), and 4) publicly certifiable (the death had to occur visibly and 

undeniably on the cross, so that the rumor would not get started that the seditionist had somehow survived and the rebellion should go on. 

 Thus crucifixion was always on a low hill outside a main city gate (because a gate is a bottleneck – a person going into/out of the city 

must pass that way).  Jesus is forced to carry the horizontal piece of the cross to the place of execution, just outside a main gate on the 

north of the city of Jerusalem. 

Mk 15:20-23  

 Lk 23:26-33  

Jn 19:17  

  

  2.  The first three hours on the cross (9:00 am – noon) 

Mt 27:35-44  Jesus is crucified between two malefactors. Sunlight remains; the soldiers gamble for Jesus’ garments (in fulfillment of Ps 22:8); the 

inscription is affixed amid much scoffing; Jesus speaks three times: 1) To His heavenly Father on behalf of His tormentors:  “Father, 

forgive them…”   2) To the repentant thief: “Today you shall be with me in paradise” 3) To his mother and to John: “Woman, behold thy 

son...”  

Mk 15:24-32  

Lk 23:33-43  

Jn 19:18-27  

  3.  The final three hours on the cross (noon – 3:00 pm) 

Mt 27:45-50  God draws a supernatural darkness over the scene; Jesus, as the Lamb of God, is “forsaken” (i.e., judicially disfellowshipped, rejected) by 

the Father, suffering the agony and torment of spiritual death (i.e., separation from the Father) on behalf of fallen men.  (It was the 

prospect of this spiritual separation that had so horrified Jesus as He contemplated the cross.)  Jesus is silent until late in the three hours, 

then speaks four times: 1) In agony, “My God, why…”  2) To those standing by: “I thirst!” (Jesus had something more to say, but His mouth 

and throat were so parched by the ordeal of crucifixion that He did not have the physical strength to say it; thus this request for moisture 

for His lips.) 3) To a breathlessly waiting world, a cry of sublime victory: “It is finished.” 4) Having completed the awful task: “Father, into thy 

hands…”; the Prince of Life lays down His physical life for three dark days. 

Mk 15:33-37  

Lk 23:44-46  

Jn 19:28-30  

  

  Physical phenomena at the death of Jesus 

Mt 27:51-56  Including the rending of the veil in the temple; tremors in the earth that split rocks; the resuscitation (return to mortal life) of some who had 

(recently?) died and been buried in the regions of Jerusalem.  These physical signs drew many onlookers to faith, including a centurion 

(Roman soldier given leadership over 100 troops) who had been assigned to the detail conducting this crucifixion. 

Mk 15:38-41  

Lk 23:50-54  
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  4.  Jesus’ body is buried after undeniable visible proof of His death (before sundown, Friday) 

Mt 27:57-60  Jesus had promised that He would be in the tomb “three days and three nights,” and that He would rise from the dead “on the third day.”  

There seems to be some conflict here, but not by Jewish reckoning.  The Talmud states that “a day/night is an onah [i.e., aunit of time],” 

and that in computing the passage of time “any part of an onah is as the whole.”  Jesus physically died late on Friday afternoon, was in the 

tomb before the sun went down (thus, by Jewish reckoning, Friday is the 1st  onah or day/night unit), remained there all Saturday (the 2nd) 

and rose sometime before sunrise on Sunday (the 3rd).   

Mk 15:42-46  

Lk 23:50-54  

Jn 19:31-42  

 

  5. The tomb is carefully observed by women who followed Jesus and sealed by Rome at the behest of the Jewish leadership 

Mt 27:61-66  The Gospels are explicit that certain believing women marked carefully exactly where the tomb was, intending to return after the Sabbath 

to finish preparing the body for burial.  (The preparation had been hasty and partial because the Sabbath was approaching.  By Jewish 

law, the body could be dressed for three days.  The day of death was day #1; by sundown on the third day after that the tomb had to be 

permanently sealed, because the corpse would begin to smell horribly.) These women were coming to the tomb early on Sunday when 

they discovered it empty.  Though Jesus’ disciples had never been willing to hear His promise to rise on the third day, and thus did not 

anticipate that event, Jesus’ enemies had heard that claim; for that reason they demanded that Pilate place an official seal on the tomb 

and provide armed guards, so that Jesus’ disciples could not come and steal the body. 

Mk 15:47  

Lk 23:55, 56  

  

Focus: (Resurrection) Sunday of the Passion Week (Messianic Pronouncement) and the (total of) 40 days of resurrection ministry 
 A. The resurrection of the Prince of Life 
  1.  The tomb of Jesus is discovered to be empty (Sunday morning, early) 

Mt 28:1-8  The women coming to attend to the body were the first to hear the staggering angelic 

announcement that “He is not here, for He is risen”!  They carry that message to the 

unbelieving apostles; Peter and John hasten to visit the empty cave. Note that there was 

absolutely no expectation on the part of any of Jesus’ disciples that He would rise from 

the dead, a reality which makes their testimony concerning His resurrection the more 

undeniable. 

14) In the preaching of the Gospel in the book 

of Acts, the resurrection is emphasized more 

than the death of Jesus.  Clearly, the fact of 

the resurrection is absolutely central and 

essential to the Gospel message (1 Cor 15).  

Why do you think this is? 

Mk 16:1-8  

Lk 24:1-12  

Jn 20:1-10  

  

  2.  Jesus appears five times on the day of His resurrection 

Mt 28:9-10  1) To Mary Magdalene, who is given a message to carry to the disciples; 2) to the other 

women who had come to the tomb; 3) to 2 disciples traveling to Emmaus who are joined 

by Jesus, do not recognize Him until they break bread with Him; 4) To Simon Peter 

(referenced in Lk 24:34 & 1 Cor 15:5, but not narrated); 5) to the astonished disciples 

(Thomas absent). 

15) The Bible does not record all of the post-

resurrection appearances of Jesus, but those 

it does record powerfully make the point that 

He had really and physically returned from the 

dead! 

Mk 126:9-14  

Lk 24:13-43  

Jn 20:11-25  

  Meanwhile, the soldiers report to the Jewish authorities  

Mt 28:11-15  The Sanhedrinists demanded that the Roman guards testify that Jesus’ body had been stolen by His disciples. 

  3.  Five recorded appearances during the subsequent days of His resurrection ministry 

Mt 28:16-20  1) To the disciples again; Thomas is present and convinced; 2) to 7 disciples beside the Sea of Galilee – Jesus provides a miraculous 

catch of fishes, re-commissions Peter; 3) to above 500 brethren at once in Galilee – Jesus gives them the “Great Commission”  4) to 

James, Jesus’ half-brother –remembered in 1 Cor 15:7, but nowhere narrated; 5) to the assembled disciples on the Mt of Olives, as Jesus 

ascends to the Father 

Mk 16:14-18  

Lk 24:44-49  

Jn 21:1-25  

 B. The Ascension of the Lord of life 

Mk 16:19-20  Under the Old Covenant, there was no provision for a chair or bench anywhere in the inner courts of the temple, because under that 

covenant the final offering was never made.  This was because it was impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should [finally/fully] take 

away sin.  On the other hand, Jesus ascended to His Father and sat down (Heb 1:3), thus signifying that in His cross-work, the work of 

atonement for sin was finally and fully done. 

Lk 24:50-53  

Acts 1:4-11  

 

 

In the space below, record questions and/or points of confusion which suggest themselves to you as you read the 

assigned portions of Scripture. 

 
 


