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Introduction

Format of  class
• Self  Study, group discussion, lectures

Goal of  this Class
• Understand the book

• Our love for God and His Word deepens

• Transform our lives



Introduction

Goal of  today
• What? 

• How? 

• When? 

• Where? 

• Who?





Why Paul write this letter?
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who 
called you in the grace of  Christ and are turning to a 
different gospel… 8 But even if  we or an angel from 
heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one 
we preached to you, let him be accursed. (1:6-8)



Galatians in Cultural Context

• Jews
• Gentiles
• Proselytes
• “God fearer” (Acts 10:2)
• Jewish Christians
• Judaizers
• Gentile Christians 





Significance of  Galatians

1. Doctrinally
• Justification by grace through faith
• Purpose of  law
• What does it mean to live a life of  freedom
• How to live in a life of  freedom
• Work of  Spirit in Salvation & Sanctification



Significance of  Galatians

2. Paul’s life

• Biographical sketch

• Motivation

• Passion









Themes

• Law vs. Grace

• Flesh vs. Spirit

• Slavery vs. Freedom

•Work of  Spirit in Salvation/Sanctification



Introduction

• Author

•Date???

• Addressee? “To the churches in Galatia:” (1:2)
NORTH VS SOUTH GALATIA DEBATE?!?



























Paul’s Tone of  addressing the Galatians 

• O foolish Galatians!  Who has bewitched you? (3:1)

• I am afraid I may have labored over you in vain. (4:11)

• Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth? (4:16)

• my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of  
childbirth until Christ is formed in you! (4:19)

• I am perplexed about you (4:20)











Why Study Galatians?

• Understand the Gospel

• Understand our freedom in Christ

• Appreciate grace

• Stand firm and defend the truth

• Examine our motives



Discussion Questions

1. Do you feel Christian life is a struggle between the “do’s and 
don’ts”? In another word, do you see Christianity as a 
religion of  freedom or bondage?  Explain.

2. If  salvation is by faith alone, how do you wrestle with verses 
that seem to speak of  human efforts?  (look at Mt 7:26-27, 
James 2:20, Rom 6:12-13, Phil 2:12, Gal 5:19-23, I Tim 4:7)



Homework for Week 2

1. Read Galatians at least twice. 
• Focus on content. What is Paul saying?

2. Focus on 1:1-9 (Next week).

3. Read Acts 9:1-31.

4. Paul wrote to counter what the false teachers are teaching.  What 
are they promoting ?  List those verses.


