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Teachings of the Health, Wealth, & Prosperity Gospel Movement 
 

Categories of Faith Teachings1 

 
Main Tenants (False Beliefs) 

 

4. WEALTH 
Prosperity Lures Used to Entice 

 

“Be Like Me”, Jesus & the disciples were rich 

John Hagee: “Christ took your poverty on the cross and He gave you the riches of Abraham. 

Brother, that’s enough to make a Baptist to get in the aisles and start dancing. The curse of 

poverty has been broken at the cross. If you have the anointing you don’t have the curse of 

poverty. If you will practice the principles of prosperity in the word of God, this says God will 

make you the head and not the tail.”2 

 

Seed Faith & Point of Contact Talisman 

Gloria Copeland: “Give $10 and receive $1,000; give $1,000 and receive $100,000. I know that 

you can multiply, but I want you to see in black and white how tremendous the hundredfold 

return is.”3  

Point of Contact: Prayer cloth, holy water, etc… 

 

Other Twisting of Scripture:  

 Jesus was so rich he had a treasurer 

 Luke 9:57-58 “Foxes have holes…” misinterpreted 

 Jesus wore designer clothing, that’s why the guards cast lots for them 

 John 1:38-39, used to justify that Jesus had a big house 

 Not rich? “The problem is, something is wrong with the saint . . . Without fail I find 

something wrong in their lives.”4 

 

                                                 
1 Material adopted from Hank Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis: The 21st Century (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2009) 
2 John Hagee, Praise the Lord, Trinity Broadcasting Network, 8 January 2003. 
3 Gloria Copeland, Gods Will Is Prosperity (Tulsa: Harrison House, 1978), 54. 
4 John Avanzini, Its Not Working, Brother John! (Tulsa: Harrison House, 1992), 13, emphasis in original. 
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Popular Faith / Prosperity Preachers 

Joel Osteen, Benny Hinn, Joyce Meyer, TD Jakes, Paula White, David Yongyi Cho, Joseph 

Prince, Fredrick Price, Creflo Dollar, & John Avinzini 

 

Prosperity….? 

“If you want to save more or give more, you've probably concluded you have to earn more first!” 

God wants to bless: “We believe God prospers people so they can have enough for themselves 

and enough to share. We call it “prosperity with a purpose” After all, if we're broke, how can we 

be generous to others?”  (US church website) 

 

 

5. HEALING 
 

Faith Healers and Sickness: Sickness is directly related to personal sin 

 If someone is not healed then it is because of their lack of faith 

 Sickness is not to be a part of one’s life because it was paid for when Christ died on the cross 

 Sickness is sometimes due to a specific evil spirit which needs to be cast out 

 

Benny Hinn (a Faith Healer): “Sickness does not belong to you. It has no part in the Body of 

Christ. Sickness does not belong to any of us. The Bible declares if the Word of God is in our 

life, there will be health, there will be healing—divine health and divine healing. There will be 

no sickness for the saint of God. If Moses could live such a healthy life, so can you.”5 

 

Kenneth Hagin (a Faith Healer): “Real faith in God—heart faith—believes the Word of God 

regardless of what the physical evidences may be . . . A person seeking healing should look to 

God’s Word, not to his symptoms. He should say, “I know that I am healed because the Word 

says that by His stripes I am healed.”6 

 

Joyce Meyer (a Faith Healer): “The moment we begin to recognize the symptoms of sickness, we 

need to stand against them—we need to resist them in the same way we would resist the 

temptation to sin….I believe that by the stripes of Jesus, I am healed.”7 

 

Kenneth Copeland (a Faith Healer): “When you say, “Every time the flu comes to town, I get it,” 

you are not licensing the angels of God; you are licensing Satan and his agency. Then your 

actions support your words and give him continuous access to your affairs. When the flu season 

comes, you go to the drugstore and buy nine boxes of pills and all the cold medicine you can get. 

Your actions have supported your words.8 

 

 

 

                                                 
5 Benny Hinn, “Rise and be healed!” (Orlando, FL: Celebration Publishers, 1991), 44. 
6 Kenneth E. Hagin, Right and Wrong Thinking (Tulsa: Kenneth Hagin Ministries, 1966), 2021, emphasis added. 
7 Joyce Meyer, Practical Steps to Understanding and Experiencing Healing, online at 

http://www.joycemeyer.org/ourMinistries/Magazine/0703/Healing+and+wholeness.htm, retrieved 24 September 2008 

(capitalization in original). 
8 Kenneth Copeland, Walking in the Realm of the Miraculous (Fort Worth, TX: Kenneth Copeland Ministries, 1979), 37. 
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Similar to some Metaphysical Cults such as Christian Science 

Faith teachings mirror some cultic teachings.  For example, Mary Baker Eddy...”In Science and 

Health, the preeminent text of the Christian Science movement, she writes, ‘When the first 

symptoms of disease appear, dispute the testimony of the material senses with divine Science . . . 

‘Agree to disagree’ with approaching symptoms of chronic or acute disease, whether it is cancer, 

consumption, or smallpox.’”9 

 

Faith Teacher’s Misuse of the Bible 

How are these misinterpreted? 

 Ephesians 5:23, “his body, of which he is the Savior” – if Christ is the Savior of the body, 

then your body ought to be whole. 

 1 Peter 2:24, “24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die 

to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  

 Isaiah 53:5, “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, 

He was crushed for our iniquities; 

The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, 

And by His scourging we are healed. 

 

What about the previous verse? 

Isaiah 53:4, “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves 

esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.” 

 

  griefs ḥolî 24x illness, sickness, affliction; wound, injury ֳחִלי
 William D. Mounce, Mounces Complete Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words (Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan, 2006), 934. 

Matthew 8:14-17, “When Jesus came into Peter’s home, He saw his mother-in-law lying sick in 

bed with a fever. He touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she got up and waited on 

Him.When evening came, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast 

out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill. This was to fulfill what was spoken 

through Isaiah the prophet: ‘He Himself took our infirmities and carried away our diseases.’” 

 

The fulfillment of Isaiah 53:4 occurred by and during the time of Jesus. 

 

Demonic Illness and Binding…?  Demonization….in action 

Matthew 18:18, “Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in 

heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.” 

Robert Tilton (Faith Teacher): “Satan, you demonic spirits of AIDS, and AIDS virus—I bind 

you! You demon-spirits of cancer, arthritis, infection, migraine headaches, pain—come out of 

that body! Come out of that child! Come out of that man.”10 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
9 Mary Baker Eddy, Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures (Boston: First Church of Christ, Scientist, 1971 [orig. 1875]), 

390. 
10 Robert Tilton, Success-N-Life television program (ca. 1991), video on file at Christian Research Institute. 
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CAN A DEMON HEAL? 

Demons can cause illness: 

 Epilepsy (Matt. 17:14–18) 

 Blindness & Mute (Matt. 12:22) 

 Deafness (Mark 9:25) 

 Inability to speak (Matt. 9:32–33) 

Biblically, when a demon was evicted, the ailment was stopped; however, there is no evidence 

that demons can actively heal.  The people in Biblical times understood that.  In John 10:21, 

“Others were saying, “These are not the sayings of one demon-possessed. A demon cannot open 

the eyes of the blind, can he?” 

 

Is Sin the Cause of Sickness? 

Yes AND No 

Yes – In ultimate and selective cases 

Ultimately, sin has affected all of creation.  If there were no sin in the world, there would be no 

sickness. 

Selective: In some circumstances, sin may be the cause of physical ailments. For example: 

 1 Corinthians 11:29-30, “For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if 

he does not judge the body rightly. For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a 

number sleep.” 

 Psalm 32:3-4, “When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away 

Through my groaning all day long. 

For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; 

My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. Selah. 

 

Is Sin the Cause of Sickness? 

No – Sickness is not always caused by personal sin. 

 John 9:1-3, “As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?” Jesus answered, 

“It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God 

might be displayed in him.” 

 Exodus 4:11, “The Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes him mute 

or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 

 

Note: Self-examination vs. Judgment of others 
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What were the healings by Jesus like? 

CHARACTERISTICS OF CHRIST’S HEALINGS11 

Healing Had Purpose 

Although Jesus did many miracles, He did not perform them indiscriminately. He did not always 

heal everyone who needed healing (John 5:3–5), nor did He perform signs on request (Matt. 

12:38–40), nor did He use His powers to avoid the cross (Matt. 26:52–53). Our Lord’s miracles 

always accomplished the purposes documented above. 

Healing Was Immediate 

With three exceptions, all of Christ’s healings were instantaneous (Matt. 8:22–26; Luke 17:11–

19; John 9:1–7). No recuperative period was needed; the afflicted were immediately returned to 

complete health. There were no relapses or misunderstandings about being healed: ‘In order that 

you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins—then He said to the 

paralytic—“Rise, take up your bed, and go home” ’ (Matt. 9:6–7). 

Also, the three delays in healing involved minutes only, and the men involved were totally 

healed. For example, in Mark 8 a blind man was brought to Jesus: 

After spitting on his eyes, and laying His hands upon him, [Jesus] asked him, ‘Do you 

see anything?’ And he looked up and said, ‘I see men, for I am seeing them like trees, 

walking about.’ Then again He laid His hands upon his eyes; and he looked intently 

and was restored, and began to see everything clearly. And He sent him to his home 

saying, ‘Do not even enter the village’ (v. 22–26). 

Healings Were Abundant 
Jesus’ miracles were unlimited in number and scope. ‘The multitude marveled as they saw the 

dumb speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they 

glorified the God of Israel’ (Matt. 15:31). His miracles were never confined to special times or 

locations. Jesus healed in the course of His travels all over Israel. Out of the suffering masses, 

His attendants never selected only those few who would actually see Him; rather, He frequently 

healed all who came to Him. 

Healing in Absentia  

Healing did not require Jesus’ physical presence. He merely thought or spoke the word, and 

healing was accomplished. A centurion’s slave (Matt. 8:5–13), a Canaanite’s daughter (Matt. 

15:21–28), and the son of an official in Capernaum (John 4:49–53) received their healings apart 

from Jesus’ presence. 

 

 

 

 
                                                 
11 Richard Mayhue, The Healing Promise: Is It Always God’s Will to Heal? (Fearn, UK: Christian Focus Publications, 1997), 

88–94. 
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Healing Methods Varied 

As is true of God’s healings in the Old Testament, Jesus used a variety of healing methods in the 

New Testament. The power of God healed; nothing magical or cure-producing is connected to 

the method itself. 

1. Christ touched (Matt. 8:15). 

2. Christ spoke (John 5:8–9). 

3. The afflicted touched Christ’s cloak (Matt. 9:20–22). 

4. Christ used spittle (Mark 8:22–26). 

5. Christ plugged a man’s ears with His fingers and placed spittle on his tongue (Mark 

7:33–35). 

6. Christ anointed with clay (John 9:6). 

Jesus Approved of Doctors 

Jesus recognized the normal means of physical healing—a doctor and medicine. Not once did He 

demean the medical profession. One day He announced, ‘It is not those who are healthy who 

need a physician, but those who are sick’ (Matt. 9:12). He approvingly told of the Samaritan who 

used oil, wine, and bandages to help the abandoned Jew (Luke 10:30–37). 

Healing for God’s Glory 

Although sickness can result directly from personal sin, as evidenced in the Old Testament, 

nowhere in the Gospel accounts is sickness attributed directly to personal sin. However, 

Scripture states twice that sickness occurred so that God could be glorified. For example, Martha 

and Mary approached Jesus one day and asked Him to heal their brother Lazarus. He responded, 

‘This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified 

by it’ (John 11:4). 

Christ’s Healing Ministry Was Unique 

Scripture states emphatically that in previous history there had never been a healing ministry like 

Christ’s: ‘As they were going out, behold, a dumb man, demon-possessed, was brought to Him. 

And after the demon was cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the multitudes marveled, saying, 

“Nothing like this was ever seen in Israel” ’ (Matt. 9:32–33). 

Jesus Shunned Acclaim 

Jesus went out of His way to avoid public approval or reward for His healing miracles. In Luke 

10:20 He told the disciples explicitly not to rejoice in the power they had been given but to 

rejoice in the fact that their names were recorded in heaven. 

Christ never sought fame and fortune through healing. For a while He drew large crowds 

who heard His kingdom message, but later they crucified Him in spite of all the miracles. 

Healings Were Undeniable 

The spectator reaction to Christ’s healings proved phenomenal. Everyone, including His 

enemies, stood amazed, astounded, and unable to deny or discredit the miracles. 

In fact, one of the most incredible statements affirming Christ’s ministry came from the 

unbelieving Pharisees and priests: 
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Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were saying, 

‘What are we doing? For this man is performing many signs. If we let Him go on like 

this, all men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our 

place and our nation’ (John 11:47–48). 

Reactions Were Widespread 

Christ’s healings brought widespread reaction. Mark 1:45 describes how the news of Christ’s 

healing ministry spread to such an extent that He could no longer enter a city without being 

mobbed. Even though He remained in unpopulated areas, people came to Him from everywhere. 

Christ’s Healing Did Not Necessarily Save 

Christ’s miracles could not be denied (John 3:2), but they did not necessarily lead to faith. 

Consider the residents of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, for example: 

I say to you, it will be more tolerable in that day for Sodom than for that city. Woe to 

you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had been performed in 

Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago, sitting in 

sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the judgment 

than for you. And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will 

be brought down to Hades! (Luke 10:12–15). 

Faith Was Not Necessary 

An expression of a personal faith was not a necessary requirement for healing. Lazarus (John 

11), Jairus’ daughter (Matt. 9), and the widow’s son (Luke 7) were all dead and incapable of 

displaying faith. Yet they arose from the dead. 

Furthermore, wherever Jesus healed the multitudes it can be assumed that most, if not all, 

eventually rejected Christ and His gospel. In Luke 17, when Jesus healed ten lepers, only ‘one of 

them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, and 

he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him’ (v. 15–16). Note Jesus’ response: 

‘Were there not ten cleansed? But the nine—where are they? Was no one found who 

turned back to give glory to God, except this foreigner?’ And He said to him, ‘Rise, 

and go your way; your faith has made you well’ (v. 17–19). 

Another’s Faith Honored 

At times Christ healed when someone other than the one afflicted displayed his faith. Note 

especially Matthew 17:19–20; the disciples had been unable to cast out a demon and came to 

Jesus privately for further instruction. He informed them that they lacked faith. The parallel 

passage in Mark 9:28–29 adds that prayer would have been successful. Thus anyone who claims 

that a person can remain unhealed because of his or her own lack of faith needs to be corrected 

and warned. In this case the deficient faith belonged to the would-be healers. 

Healings Were Not Prearranged 

Jesus healed from the beginning of His ministry (Matt. 4:23–25) to the end (John 11:1–44). 

Often He initiated the interaction and approached the person, as He did the lame man at the pool 

of Bethesda (John 5:1–9). Furthermore, Jesus always healed during the normal course of His 

daily ministry. Two blind men who happened to be in the same vicinity as Jesus during His 

travels were healed when they asked Him for mercy (Matt. 9:27–29). 
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Healing for Satan-Caused Sickness 

Not all sickness is directly caused by Satan or demons, but those who are possessed by demons 

are liable to have physical infirmities. Luke 13:10–17 provides a classic example, where a 

woman bound by Satan (possibly through a demon) was doubled over for 18 years. 

Heavenly Healing Power 

Because Christ had voluntarily abandoned the independent exercise of His divine attributes, His 

healing power came from God the Father; it was not self-generated: 

• He cast out demons by the Spirit of God (Matt. 12:28). 

• The power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing (Luke 5:17). 

• He cast out demons by the finger of God (Luke 11:20). 

• ‘The Son can do nothing of Himself’ (John 5:19). 

• ‘Signs which God performed through Him’ (Acts 2:22). 

• Christ healed because God was with Him (Acts 10:38). 

Healing by the Disciples 

People other than Christ performed healings in the Gospel accounts. For example, Jesus Himself 

sent the disciples on their preaching and healing excursions (Matt. 10:1–15). Seventy-two others 

went out with a similar commission from the Lord to preach and heal (Luke 10:1–16). 

A Final Word 

The evidence is stunning. Christ’s healings were— 

• undeniable 

• instant 

• spectacular 

• authoritative 

• overwhelming 

• without limitations 

• abundant 

• total 

• awesome 

• convincing 

No one before or since has even fractionally approached the power of Jesus Christ to heal. He 

remains forever unique. No one could possibly claim to have a healing ministry like Christ’s. 

However, God’s healing power did not stop with His Son but continued on through the apostles. 

The Acts and New Testament epistles tell that story next.12 

 

 

 

                                                 
12 Richard Mayhue, The Healing Promise: Is It Always God’s Will to Heal? (Fearn, UK: Christian Focus Publications, 1997), 88–

94. 


