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Fallacies of Prosperity Gospel Theology: Little Gods & Atonement 
 

Review: The difference between words that we say and what prosperity gospel teachers teach: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Categories of Faith Teachings 2: “We Are Little Gods” 

Teachings of the Health, Wealth, Prosperity Gospel 

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who 

will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift 

destruction upon themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the 

truth will be maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from 

long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.  2 Peter 2:1-3 

 

Tenants of “Little gods” theology 

 We are all little gods 

 God is subject to us 

 Satan has dominion and authority over earth 

because Adam handed it over to him 

 Christians can be possessed by demonic forces 

 Christ is a mere mortal 

 

 

 

 

 

“We Are Little Gods” 

Ever since the dawn of time, Satan has tried to peddle the lie that mere men can become gods. His 

seductive hiss “You will be like God,” first heard in Genesis 3, has reverberated across the ages with 

sensuous frequency. He packages and repackages the lie in whatever size or shape is needed to make it 

sell. In The Road Less Traveled, M. Scott Peck, a psychologist popular in both New Age and Christian 

circles, puts words into the mouth of the Creator when he writes: “God wants us to become Himself (or 

Herself or Itself ). We are growing toward godhood. God is the goal of evolution.”2 

Well-known witch Margot Adler goes one step further. Quoting the Whole Earth Catalog, she says: 

“We are as gods and might as well get good at it.”3 

                                                 
2 M. Scott Peck, The Road Less Traveled (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1978), 270. 
3 Margot Adler, Drawing Down the Moon, rev. ed. (Boston: Beacon Press, 1986), 25. 
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Notorious cult leader Rajneesh, who in Poona, India, took on the title Bhagwan Shree (meaning “Sir 

God”), had the temerity to announce, “When you call Jesus, really you have called me. When you call me, 

really you have called Jesus.”4 

One would surmise that since “Sir God” is now dead, he is well aware that the distance between himself 

and Jesus is the distance of infinity. 

Then there was Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, of Transcendental Meditation fame, who sabotaged Scripture 

when he slipped in the word “you” for “I,” and proudly proclaimed, “Be still and know that you are God.”5 

And who can forget the infamous Jim Jones, who personally led almost a thousand men, women, and 

children to violent deaths? This deluded cult leader screeched: “It is written that ye are gods. I’m a god 

and you’re a god. And I’m a god, and I’m gonna stay a god until you recognize that you’re a god. And 

when you recognize that you’re a god, I shall go back into principle and will not appear as a personality. 

But until I see all of you knowing who you are, I’m gonna be very much what I am—God, almighty God.”6 

It is no surprise that such blasphemy should spew forth from witches, Yogis, and murderous madmen. 

What is shocking, however, is that similar statements are now being voiced by some of the biggest names 

in the church. 1 

 

“God’s reason for creating Adam was His desire to reproduce Himself . . . He was not a little like God. 

He was not almost like God. He was not subordinate to God even.”2 -- Kenneth Copeland 

 

T.D. Jakes (another prosperity preacher) 

“We were made out of God. When God created Adam, He created him from the dust of the earth. He put 

His mouth on him; blew in him the breath of life. He became a living soul. God said, “I wanted to see 

what I looked like, so I made you to be in My image. You have My DNA. You are created out of Me. 

You are a derivative of Me. You are My picture in the earth.”3 

 

Like some cult leaders…. 

Herbert W. Armstrong, founder of the Worldwide Church of God, who said: 

“As God repeatedly reveals, his purpose is to reproduce himself into what may well become billions of 

God persons . . . Why did the Creator God put MAN on the earth? For God’s ultimate supreme purpose 

of reproducing himself, of recreating himself.”4 

 

But denounced by other cult leaders… 

Mormon scholar and author Stephen E. Robinson, referring to the Faith teachers, says: 

                                                 
4 Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, quoted in Fear Is the Master (Hemet, CA: Jeremiah Films, 1987). 
5 Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, Meditations of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi (New York: Bantam, 1968), 178; quoted in James W. Sire, 

Scripture Twisting (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 34. 
6 Jim Jones, quoted in James Reston Jr. and Noah Adams, “Father Cares: The Last of Jonestown,” aired on National Public 

Radio (23 April 1981). 
1 Hank Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis: The 21st Century (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2012). 
2 Kenneth Copeland, Following the Faith of Abraham I (Fort Worth, TX: Kenneth Copeland Ministries, 1989), tape #01-

3001, side 1.  From Hank Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis: The 21st Century (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2012) as are many 

of the quotes found in this handout. 
3 T . D. Jakes, MegaCare 1, The Potters Touch, Lightsource.com, iTunes Podcast, 17 August 2008. 
4 Herbert W. Armstrong, Mystery of the Ages (Pasadena, CA: Worldwide Church of God, 1985), 37, 85, emphasis added. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/aef1bb350e4a60ccc3e6482168e4d048;art=r20;off=344;ctx=ion!1$0A$E2$80$94MYLES_MUNROE$0A~Ever_since_the_dawn_
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Now, in fact, the Latter-day Saints [the Mormon church] would not agree with the doctrine of deification 

as understood by most of these evangelists, for in the LDS view we receive the full divine inheritance 

only through the atonement of Christ and only after a glorious resurrection.5 

 

Where in the Bible do they get this teaching? 

 Genesis 1:26-27, 3:1-5 

 John 10:34-36 

 Psalm 82:6 

 

Genesis 3:1-5 

Garden of Eden Temptation to be like God… 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said 

to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 2 The woman 

said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but from the fruit of the tree 

which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will 

die.’” 4 The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die! 5 For God knows that in the day you 

eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 

Genesis 1:26a, 27 

God created man in His own image 

(v. 26a) Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” 

(v. 27) So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them. 

 

 (v. 26a) Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” 

MEANING… 

“likeness” does not mean an exact ‘duplicate’.  It limits the word ‘image.’  The Hebrew word for 

“likeness” simply means similarity or resemblance, not identity.6 

 

We are a reflection of God, not a replica of God 

“God is not a man” (Num 23:19; 1 Sam 15:29) and we, as mankind, are different than God. 

John 10:34-36; Psalm 82:6 

34 Jesus answered them, “Has it not been written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he called 

them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), 36 do you say of Him, 

whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the 

Son of God’?  

 

This is a quotation from Psalm 82:6 

“In Psalm 82 we find God holding court in the great assembly. He is pronouncing sentence on judges who 

were supposed to be defending the weak but were instead showing partiality to the wicked. In language 

so clear that it cannot be easily misunderstood, He ridicules human judges who have the audacity to think 

of themselves as gods. In other words, God’s message is this: “So you think you’re gods, do you? Well, 

                                                 
5 Stephen E. Robinson, Are Mormons Christians? (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1991), 63. 
6 Hank Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis: The 21st Century (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2012). 



[LHBC ADULT SS: CHARISMATIC THEOLOGY] January 29, 2017 

 

  Page 4 of 6 

 

the grave will prove you are mere men! When you die, you will forever know the infinite difference 

between Myself and the mightiest of mortals.” 

One thing is certain: a literal interpretation of the term god in Psalm 82:6 is clearly ruled out by the 

context. It is hard to miss that this passage opens with a strong denunciation of the injustices perpetrated 

by the judges of Israel (v. 2). As representatives of God (cf. Exodus 4:15–16; 6:28–7:2), they should have 

been just; instead, they were dishonest. How unlike God men are! 

God states: “I said, ‘You are “gods”; you are all sons of the Most High.’ But you will die like mere men; 

you will fall like every other ruler” (Psalm 82:6–7, emphasis added). These judges are no different from 

other men. They are subject to the same weaknesses and frailties. They are indeed very far from being 

gods—however little—in any literal sense. 

To interpret the Hebrew judges’ designation as “gods” in a literal fashion is to imply that the nation of 

Israel believed in the existence of more than one God. Yet even a cursory reading of Scripture reveals 

precisely the opposite.”7 

 

Note: 2 Cor 4:4 indicates Satan as a ‘god’ but no one calls him a ‘god’ 

 

Categories of Faith Teachings 3: “The Atonement” 

What is the atonement? 

The atonement is the work Christ did in his life and death to 

earn our salvation.8 

ATONEMENT. The word ‘atonement’ is one of the few 

theological terms which derive basically from Anglo-Saxon. 

It means ‘a making at one’, and points to a process of 

bringing those who are estranged into a unity. 9 

“To atone is to bring together in mutual agreement, with the 

added idea, in theology, of reconciliation through the 

vicarious suffering of one on behalf of another.”10 

 

False Faith Atonement Teachings 

 Jesus was transformed into the nature of Satan 

 Jesus paid the price in Hell and fought a tremendous battle in Hell 

 Jesus was reborn in Hell 

 Everyone is reincarnated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
7 Hank Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis: The 21st Century (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2012). 
8 Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: 

Inter-Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House, 2004), 568. 
9 L. L. Morris, Atonement, ed. D. R. W. Wood et al., New Bible Dictionary (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 1996), 102. 
10 G. W. Bromiley,  ed. Geoffrey W. Bromiley, The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Revised (Wm. B. Eerdmans, 

19791988), 352. 

 

https://ref.ly/logosres/aef1bb350e4a60ccc3e6482168e4d048;art=r20;off=10791;ctx=_Let$E2$80$99s_take_a_look.$0A~PSALM_82$0AIn_Psalm_82
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Atonement Fallacies:  

Benny Hinn: “Ladies and gentlemen, the serpent is a symbol of Satan. 

Jesus Christ knew the only way He would stop Satan is by becoming one 

in nature with him. You say, “What did you say? What blasphemy is 

this?” No, you hear this! He did not take my sin; He became my sin. Sin is 

the nature of hell. Sin is what made Satan . . . It was sin that made Satan. 

Jesus said, “I’ll be sin! I’ll go to the lowest place! I’ll go to the origin of it! 

I won’t just take part in it, I’ll be the totality of it!”  When Jesus became 

sin, sir, He took it from A to Z and said, “No more!” Think about this: He 

became flesh that flesh might become like Him. He became death, so dying man can live. He became 

sin, so sinners can be righteous in Him. He became one with the nature of Satan, so all those who had 

the nature of Satan can partake of the nature of God.11 

 

Atonement Fallacies: Joyce Meyer  

“Jesus paid on the cross and went to hell in my place. Then as God had promised, on the 

third day Jesus rose from the dead. The scene in the spirit realm went something like this:  

God rose up from his throne and said to demon powers tormenting the sinless son of 

God, “let him go.” Then the resurrection power of Almighty God went through hell and 

filled Jesus. On earth his grave where they had buried him was filled with light as the 

power of God filled his body. He was resurrected from the dead–the first born again 

man.” 

 

Jesus was transformed into the nature of Satan? 

 Numbers 21:8-9; “8 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a standard; 

and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he will live.” 9 And Moses 

made a bronze serpent and set it on the standard; and it came about, that if a serpent bit any man, 

when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived.” 

 John 3:14; “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up;” 

 2 Cor 5:21; “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him.” 

 

Jesus paid the price in hell, not on the cross? 

“For three days Jesus fought with the enemy. It was the battle of the ages. Light versus darkness. Good 

versus evil.” – Joel Osteen 

                                                 
11 Benny Hinn, Benny Hinn , Trinity Broadcasting Network, 15 December 1990 (emphasis in original). This message, titled 

The Person of Jesus (delivered during Orlando Christian Centers Sunday morning service on December 2, 1990), comprises 

part four of Hinns six-part series, The Revelation of Jesus (Orlando: Orlando Christian Center, 1991), videotape #TV-292. 

Although Hinn was quoted in October 1991 by Christianity Today as confessing he no longer believe[s] the Faith message, it 

was not long before Hinn was back on the air teaching, once again, the Faith doctrines of prosperity (Praise the Lord, Trinity 

Broadcasting Network [17 April 1992]) and guaranteed healing (Praise the Lord, Trinity Broadcasting Network [26 

December 1991 and 16 April 1992]). To what degree Hinn has returned to the Faith camp remains uncertain, though his 

favorable allusions to both Oral Roberts and Kenneth Hagin (in the programs mentioned) indicate disturbing tendencies. 

 Hank Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis: The 21st Century (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2009). 
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Fredrick Price: “No, the punishment was to go into hell itself and to serve time in hell separated from 

God . . . Satan and all the demons of hell thought that they had Him bound and they threw a net over 

Jesus and they dragged Him down to the very pit of hell itself to serve our sentence.”12 

 

Jesus was reborn in hell? 

Charles Capps: Jesus was born again in the pit of hell. He was the firstborn, the first begotten, from the 

dead. He started the Church of the firstborn in the gates of hell . . . He went down to the gates and 

started His Church there . . . The Church started when Jesus was born again in the gates of hell.13 

  

Everyone has been reincarnated? 

Kenneth Hagin: Every man who has been born again is an incarnation and Christianity is a miracle. The 

believer is as much an incarnation as was Jesus of Nazareth.14 

 

“The reincarnation of Christ is arguably the greatest of all atonement atrocities. Just think about it. 

According to Faith theology, Jesus came in flesh (incarne) as merely a man. On the cross He was 

reincarnated as a satanic being. In hell “His emaciated, poured out, little wormy spirit” (Copeland) was 

reincarnated once again from demonic to divine. As TBN founder Paul Crouch puts it, “That’s when His 

divinity returned.”2 

Of course, to say that Jesus’ “divinity returned” presumes the spiritually horrifying notion that 

there was a point in time when Christ ceased to be divine—when He was no longer God. But any such 

assertion is as unthinkable as it is unbiblical (Philippians 2:6; cf. Hebrews 13:8). 

It would be depressing enough if the Faith crowd would leave it at that. But they don’t. Most 

Faith teachers claim that all Christians, like Jesus, become incarnations of God the moment they are 

born again. As Hagin puts it, “Every man who has been born again is an incarnation and Christianity is a 

miracle. The believer is as much an incarnation as was Jesus of Nazareth.”3, 15 

 

Atonement Truth: Hank Hanegraff 

In sum, Jesus never died spiritually, taking on the nature of Satan. He did not finish the work of 

redemption in hell by suffering under demonic hordes. He did not have to be transformed from demonic 

to divine and as such emerge from hell as the first born-again man. and born-again individuals are not 

reincarnated like unto Christ!  The glorious message of atonement is that the unblemished Lamb fully 

paid for sin through His passion on the cross. As such, each time we take communion, we remember His 

broken body and His shed blood for the complete remission of sin.16 

 

                                                 
12 Frederick K. C. Price, Ever Increasing Faith Messenger (June 1980), 7; quoted in D. R. McConnell, A Different Gospel 

(Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1988), 120. 
13 Charles Capps, Authority in Three Worlds (Tulsa: Harrison House, 1982), 21213, emphasis in original. 
14 Kenneth E. Hagin, The Incarnation, The Word of Faith 13, 12 (December 1980):14. 
2 Paul Crouch, Praise the Lord: Praise-a-Thon, Trinity Broadcasting Network, 6 November 1990. 
3 Hagin, “The Incarnation.” Hagin’s entire article was taken almost word for word from the first half of a chapter titled “The 

Incarnation or the Humanity and Deity of Jesus,” in E. W. Kenyon’s book The Father and His Family (Lynnwood, WA: 

Kenyon’s Gospel Publishing Society, 1964), 97–101. 
15 Hank Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis: The 21st Century (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2012). 
16 Ibid 

https://ref.ly/logosres/aef1bb350e4a60ccc3e6482168e4d048;art=r28;off=220;ctx=D_OF_FAITH_MOVEMENT$0A~The_reincarnation_of

