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Fallacies of Prosperity Gospel Theology I: Word-Faith 
 

Teachings of the Health, Wealth, Prosperity Gospel 

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among 

you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 

bringing swift destruction upon themselves. Many will follow their sensuality, and because of 

them the way of the truth will be maligned; and in their greed they will exploit you with false 

words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.   

2 Peter 2:1-3 

 

Key Points Last Week 

1. Growth & influence of the Pentecostal / Charismatic movement has been tremendous 

2. Three “waves” in the history of the P / C mvmt 

3. Media (TV) has spread the influence of the Prosperity Gospel exporting it overseas 

 

Pentecostal, Charismatic & Signs and Wonders Movement 

 
The Proliferation of the Prosperity Gospel 

Does God Want You To Be Rich? 

A growing number of Protestant evangelists raise a joyful Yes! But the idea is poison to 

other, more mainstream pastors 

By David Van Biema and Jeff Chu Sunday, Sept. 10, 2006 

 

TIME Magazine: Prosperity Gospel? 

“Known (or vilified) under a variety of names--Word of Faith, Health and Wealth, 

Name It and Claim It, Prosperity Theology--its emphasis is on God's promised generosity in this life and 

the ability of believers to claim it for themselves. In a nutshell, it suggests that a God who loves you 

does not want you to be broke….In a TIME poll…31%--a far higher percentage than there are 
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Pentecostals in America--agreed that if you give your money to God, God will bless you with more 

money….Of the…biggest megachurches in the country, three– 

 Osteen’s Lakewood in Houston;  

 T.D. Jakes’ Potter’s House in south Dallas; and  

 Creflo Dollar’s World Changers near Atlanta– 

are Prosperity or Prosperity Lite pulpits (although Jakes’ ministry has many more facets).” 

 

The Five Major Categories  of False Teaching in the…Prosperity Gospel Movement 

Categories of False Faith Teachings 

Word-Faith Teaching is also known as… 

 Positive Confession Movement 

 “Name It and Claim It” 

 “Blab It and Grab It” 

 “Confess it and possess it” 

 

 

 

 

Word-Faith Teaching Main Tenants 

 God needs to operate according to laws of faith 

 Faith is a “Force” 

 Words contain that force 

They stem from “Positive Confession”: New Thought Metaphysics 

 

New Thought Metaphysics  
Phineas Quimby (1802-1866) – “Great Grandfather of the Word of Faith” movement 

E. W. Kenyon (1867-1948) – “Grandfather of the Word of Faith” movement 

 

(E. W. Kenyon) “You will seldom rise above your words. If you talk sickness you will 

go to the level of your conversation. If you talk weakness and failure you will act it. You 

keep saying, ‘I can’t get work,’ or ‘I can’t do this,’ and your words react to your body. 

Why is this? It is because you are a spirit being. You are not a physical being. Basically 

you are a spirit and spirit registers words just as a piece of blotting paper takes ink.”1 

 

“Our words are vital in bringing our dreams to pass. It’s not enough to simply see it by faith 

or in your imagination. You have to begin speaking words of faith over your life. Your 

words have enormous creative power. The moment you speak something out, you give birth 

to it. This is a spiritual principle, and it works whether what you are saying is good or bad, 

positive or negative.”2 —JOEL OSTEEN 

 

 

                                                 
1 E. W. Kenyon, cited in Dale H. Simmons, E. W. Kenyon and the Postbellum Pursuit of Peace, Power, and Plenty (Lanham, 

MD: Scarecrow, 1997), 172 quoted in John F. MacArthur Jr., Strange Fire: The Danger of Offending the Holy Spirit with 

Counterfeit Worship (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2013). 
2 Joel Osteen, Your Best Life Now: 7 Steps to Living at Your Full Potential (New York: Warner Faith, 2004), 129. 
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Word-Faith Teaching: Faith is a Substance 

“Now, God used faith substance to make everything that He made . . . in every one 

of those words they were filled with faith substance, because words are nothing but 

containers . . . every time God speaks, He can’t help but to speak words that are 

filled with faith . . . God’s guts are called faith stuff . . . Everything in Him is faith . 

. . What’s in His heart is faith . . . if you were to cut God open you’d see nothing but 

faith. Every time He opens His mouth now, He automatically fills those words with 

His faith material.”3—CREFLO DOLLAR 

 

Word-Faith Teaching: Words Contain that Force 

Words are containers for power. They carry creative or destructive 

power, positive or negative power. And so we need to be speaking 

right things over our lives and about our futures if we expect to have 

good things happen. Because what you say today is what you’ll 

probably end up having tomorrow.4 

—JOYCE MEYER 

 

Word-Faith Found in Secular Thoughts… 

NY Times Best-Seller (2006) 

“The Creative Process used in The Secret, which was taken from the New Testament in 

the Bible, is an easy guideline for you to create what you want in three simple steps . . . 

Ask . . . Believe . . . Receive.5 

—RHONDA BYRNE, THE SECRET 

 

Promoted in Secular Advice 

“The thoughts and the feelings that you put out into the world, both good and bad, are exactly what is 

always coming back to you, so you have the life that you have created. I’ve been talking about this for 

years on my show. I just never called it The Secret.”6  -- Oprah Winfrey 

 

From an….Occultic Worldview 

Three Principle Beliefs in an Occultic Worldview 

1. First, people in the world of the occult are told that the power to create their own reality lies within 

themselves. Occultists maintain that they have the inherent capacity to supernaturally change, create, 

or shape the world around them.  

2. Second, these people believe that words are imbued with creative power that directly and 

dramatically affects the real world in which they live.  

3. And finally, occultists believe they can use creative visualization to speak things into existence.7 

 

 

                                                 
3 Creflo Dollar, The Just Shall Live by Faith, Changing Your World, Trinity Broadcasting Network, 20 September 1998. 
4 Joyce Meyer, Joyce Meyer Ministries broadcast, Trinity Broadcasting Network, 16 July 2002. Elsewhere, in a chapter titled 

Watch Your Mouth, Meyer writes, Words are containers for power. They carry either creative power or destructive power 

(Joyce Meyer, Eight Ways to Keep the Devil Under Your Feet [New York: Warner Faith, 2002], 8788). 
5 Rhonda Byrne, The Secret (New York: Atria Books/Beyond Words, 2006), 47ff. 
6 Oprah Winfrey, “One Week Later: The Huge Reaction to The Secret,” The Oprah Winfrey Show, 16 February 2007, 

emphasis added. 
7 Footnotes 2-7 Quoted in Hank Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis: The 21st Century (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2009). 
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Word-Faith Teaching Example 

“When you get to the place where you take the Word of God and build an image on the 

inside of you of not having crippled legs and not having blind eyes, but when you close 

your eyes you just see yourself just leap out of that wheelchair, it will picture that in the 

Holy of Holies and you will come out of there. You will come out.” (Kenneth Copeland)8 

 

 

Where in the Bible do they get this teaching? 

“Faith is a substance” 

A Misinterpretation of Hebrews 11:1 

(KJV) – “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

(NASB & ESV) – “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 

 

“Substance” is the Greek word hypostasis, which in the context of Hebrews 11:1 means “an assured 

impression, a mental realizing.”24 Other translations, in an effort to offer an accurate rendition, translate 

hypostasis variously as “being sure” (NIV) and “assurance” (NASB).9 

 

Tragic Consequences of Word-Faith 

 

Larry & Lucky Parker 

 Withheld insulin from their son, Wesley, who lapsed into a diabetic coma 

 Held “resurrection” rather than a “funeral” service 

 Convicted of involuntary manslaughter & felony child abuse 

 

 

                                                 
8 Ibid., p. 110. 
9 The Analytical Greek Lexicon (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1970 [Orig. London: Samuel Bagster & Sons, 

1852; rev. ed. 1860]), 419, col. 1. 


