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We begin this section with this general statement that instructs Christians to submit to one 
another out of reverence for Christ.

This speaks to the idea that in our relationships with one another, there is a attitude of 
submission that is two way.
This submission is not given because of some inherent worth of the other person, but it is 
because of Christ

The Christian walk is not a solo event; it is lived out in relationships with fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ.

In the next few sections Paul unpacks this idea of mutual submission by looking at 3 types 
of relationships that his audience would relate to: husband and wife; fathers and children, 
masters and salves.

In a typical roman agrarian culture, the same man under one household would find himself 
in the role husband, father, and employer/master

In each example, Paul starts with the subordinate role  and concludes with the 
superordinate role.
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We always start with a picture of submission for the woman, child, and slave before the 
submission of the husband, father, and master.

So submission is mutual and its out of reverence for Christ.
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Church submits to Christ 
Wife obeys the husband 

as if obeying the Lord except when it isn’t

The wife shows submission by obeying her husband and respecting his leadership. 
This is done out of obedience to God, not as something that is earned by the husband. 
This command  peaks to the husband’s desire for the admiration of his wife. 
This also speaks to the temptation the wife faces in her desire to rule over the husband 
(Gen 3:16)
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Christ loves the church and gave himself for her…to cleanse her
Gracious
Sacrificial love
Intent to purify

Husband love your wife
Gracious, not meritorious
Sacrificially, not ruling over
To lead/serve spiritually not to take advantage

This love is to be unconditional as to Christ
See an example of unconditional love in the story of Hosea and Gomer

(wives seek the attention of their husbands)
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We live in a culture where parents don’t think twice about murdering children and where 
children can harm or curse their parents. You hear stories of parents neglecting their 
children’s upbringing as well.  Christian parents and children are called to different 
standard.

What does submission look like for children?
Children are to obey and respect their parents as to Christ.
This was so important that in the Old Testament laws that those who struck or cursed their 

parents were to be put to death
Children who have grown up in adulthood no longer need to obey their parents but should 
continue to respect them
Respecting parents include financial support in their old age (Matthew 15:3-6)
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What does submission look like for parents?

Parents are to discipline and instruct
Fathers who do not discipline do not love their children

Parents are not to provoke children to anger (abuse, exasperate) (Col 3:21)
Fathers are not to be vengeful, petty, insensitive to their children

Training should be tempered with mercy 
The concern of the parent is to raise up their children to know God
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I don’t want to spend time focusing on slavery and whether it was condoned.
Suffice to say that Paul is addressing both Christian masters and Christian slaves and calling 
them out as equal in the eye of the Lord.

In addition to see this master/slave angle, I want you see this in the cultural context of an 
employer and an employee and relate that back to your current circumstances.
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What does submission look like for the slave / employee? (Col 3:22-4:1)

Slaves are to obey masters as if to Christ
They are to obey sincerely and with good will, pleasing God.
They are to serve well. and not only when in view but when not in view as well

Wherever Christians are giving service to an employee, their service is ultimately for Christ
By serving our employers well, we are serving Christ.

It is notable that Paul is addressing slaves directly; he is treat as equal members of the 
household of God.l
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The employer is commanded to treat those who are under his authority in the same 
manner that he hopes to be treated by his Master in heaven.

The master is reminded that they are also slaves to a greater master. They are fellow salves 
to Christ. The motivation that masters have to treating slaves is the same motivation that 
slaves have to treating their masters. Masters should treat slaves with respect and not to 
be tyrannical over them.
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