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What does it mean to imitate God as beloved children?
Earlier Paul shows us that we have been adopted into God’s family. As adopted children 
that have been richly blessed and loved, we ought to reflect our family in likeness to our 
Father in heaven. 

What does it mean to imitate God? 
In creation, Adam and Eve were created in the image of God, we were intended to reflect 
God
We reflect the character in God when 
we obey him (be holy for I am holy)
are merciful just as he is (Luke 6:36)
Jesus is the express image of God and is our example (Col 1:15, Hebrews 1:3)

We are to follow Christ example as well
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Paul clarifies what it means to imitate God thru the example of Christ.
How did Christ love us?  Was it mere words? It was through actions. 
Christ loved us by humbling himself and giving himself up for us as a sacrifice  
In the same way, we ought to sacrificially love and serve others
We cannot model Christ in isolation; only thru fellowship.
Living this way pleases God and reflects his glory
Galatians 2:20 (ESV) 
20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 

We are to imitate God thru Christ, by demonstrating sacrificial love for one another.
We are to live a life of love
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Paul describes the dark side of following the ways of the world, and draws out 3 specific 
sins:

Sexual sin leads the list in multiple places (Col 3:5, Gal 5:19, 1 Cor 6:9, 18
Impurity
Greed/Idolatry

The consequences of ongoing sin are God’s wrath and being left out of heaven.
The language is severe and certain. “You can be sure of this”
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Paul says that these are so severe that we are not to think about or discuss them
We are to avoid coarse talk or joking about sex.
Rather we should spend more time talk about thanksgiving.
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Paul warns us not to be deceived by this who play down these sins. 
Who are the people that would cast doubts about these sins? The culture around us. Its in 
the books/magazines/websites we read, the movies/shows/plays we watch, the celebrities 
and cultural icons that we admire and worship. They all dismiss Paul’s warnings as being 
prudish.  They paint the sinner as being liberated. Paul warns us against these subtle 
deceptions.
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Do not become partners: do not participate in the sins of those you claim you can 
be Christian and do as your please because of grace.

We are to walk as children of light, knowing what is pleasing to God, and bearing fruit of 
goodness, righteousness and truth; since God transformed us from darkness to light.

Our righteous behavior will contrast and call attention to evil deeds, and expose 
them

123



124



Paul’s command to walk in love is a diligent intentional walk; it isn’t careless; it is to walk 
wisely.

Paul’s reminds us not to be complacent and become comfortable with the world; 
this is easy to do in the US where there is still the remnant of a cultural Christianity.
We have to remember the world is evil, people are in darkness and at hostile to God.
We ought to live with a sense of spiritual crisis, with urgency.
Your time is not your own; your life is not your own. You have been purchased. 
Use your time wisely.
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Paul warns us not to be foolish, not to be drunk, 
but to know the will of God and to be filled with the Spirit. 
We are not to squander our life like a drunkard.

Spirit filled people are characterized by singing, thanksgiving, and mutual submission
This idea of mutual submission is a nice introduction to the next section.
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