
Critical Race Theory 

Lesson #11 

 
The Dallas Statement 

Some of you are aware of The Statement on Social Justice and the Gospel, 

commonly now called the Dallas Statement. The Statement grew out of a meeting 

of a group of evangelicals that took place on June 19, 2018 in Dallas Texas. The 

Statement was formally signed by the 14 attendees including John MacArthur and 

Voddie Baucham. Over ten thousand churches and individuals have since added 

their signatures. The Statement has 14 Articles, including the last three which we 

will be reading through this morning. These three Articles are seen as, and are, a 

response to the evangelical drift away from the gospel towards the emphasis on 

Social Justice. There has been opposition, some subtle, some extreme, and some 

deceptive in nature.  

 

Mark Dever earlier wrote these words in his 2012, 9Marks published book “The 

Church” – “Expounding Scripture in the local church equips members to 

understand and express God’s character of justice and mercy appropriately to the 

world. And this rightly means touching on issues of poverty, gender, racism, and 

justice from the pulpit. Such teaching, however should normally occur without 

committing the church to particular public policy solutions.”   

                                                                                                                        

Southern Baptists have towed the line with conservative biblical responses to 

liberalism creep into the Christian churches. However, during their 2019 SBC 

attended by hundreds of Messengers from their 47,000 churches, there was a 

deliberate, calibrated, and successful move to modify the wording of a Resolution 

#9 brought to the floor, which mimed the distinct Dallas Statement, to an edited 

liberal position regarding Social Justice including Critical Race Theory. Voddie 

Baucham’s recently published book Fault Lines has a chapter detailing that sad 

event.      

From The Statement on Social Justice and the Gospel 
XII Race / Ethnicity                                                                                                                               

WE AFFIRM God made all people from one man. Though people often can be 

distinguished by different ethnicities and nationalities, they are ontological equals 

before God in both creation and redemption. “Race” is not a biblical category, but 

rather a social construct that often has been used to classify groups of people in 

terms of inferiority and superiority. All that is good, honest, just, and beautiful in 

various ethnic backgrounds and experiences can be celebrated as the fruit of God’s 

grace.                                                                                                                       



All sinful actions and their results (including evils perpetrated between and upon 

ethnic groups by others) are to be confessed as sinful, repented of, and repudiated. 

WE DENY that Christians should segregate themselves into racial groups or regard 

racial identity above, or even equal to, their identity in Christ. We deny that any 

divisions between people groups (from an unstated attitude of superiority to an 

overt spirit of resentment) have any legitimate place in the fellowship of the 

redeemed. We reject any teaching that encourages racial groups to view 

themselves as privileged oppressors or entitled victims of oppression. While we are 

to weep with those who weep, we deny that a person’s feelings of offense or 

oppression necessarily prove that someone else is guilty of sinful behaviors, 

oppression, or prejudice. SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 1:26–28; ACTS 17:24-26; 1 

CORINTHIANS 13:4-7; 2 CORINTHIANS 12:16-18.                                                                                                                                                                                 

XIII Culture                                                                                             

WE AFFIRM that some cultures operate on assumptions that are inherently better 

than those of other cultures because of the biblical truths that inform those 

worldviews that have produced these distinct assumptions. Those elements of a 

given culture that reflect divine revelation should be celebrated and promoted. But 

the various cultures out of which we have been called all have features that are 

worldly and sinful—and therefore those sinful features should be repudiated for the 

honor of Christ. We affirm that whatever evil influences to which we have been 

subjected via our culture can be—and must be— overcome through conversion and 

the training of both mind and heart through biblical truth. WE DENY that 

individuals and sub-groups in any culture are unable, by God’s grace, to rise above 

whatever moral defects or spiritual deficiencies have been engendered or 

encouraged by their respective cultures. SCRIPTURE: ROMANS 1:18-32; 

EPHESIANS 4:17-24; COLOSSIANS 3:5-11 

XIV Racism                                                                                                                                                     

WE AFFIRM that racism is a sin rooted in pride and malice which must be 

condemned and renounced by all who would honor the image of God in all people. 

Such racial sin can subtly or overtly manifest itself as racial animosity or racial 

vainglory. Such sinful prejudice or partiality falls short of God’s revealed will and 

violates the royal law of love. We affirm that virtually all cultures, including our 

own, at times contain laws and systems that foster racist attitudes and policies.  

WE DENY that treating people with sinful partiality or prejudice is consistent with 

biblical Christianity. We deny that only those in positions of power are capable of 

racism, or that individuals of any particular ethnic groups are incapable of racism. 

We deny that systemic racism is in any way compatible with the core principles of 

historic evangelical convictions. We deny that the Bible can be legitimately used to 

foster or justify partiality, prejudice, or contempt toward other ethnicities.           



We deny that the contemporary evangelical movement has any deliberate agenda 

to elevate one ethnic group and subjugate another. And we emphatically deny that 

lectures on social issues (or activism aimed at reshaping the wider culture) are as 

vital to the life and health of the church as the preaching of the gospel and the 

exposition of Scripture. Historically, such things tend to become distractions that 

inevitably lead to departures from the gospel. SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 1:26-27; 

DEUTERONOMY 10:17; ACTS 10:34; ROMANS 2:11; EPHESIANS 6:9; 

GALATIANS 3:28; JAMES 2:4 

 
 The Cover Up Story Every Christian Should Know About - Voddie Baucham Explains What Really 
Happened - YouTube (19:42 – 33:38) 
 
Critical Race Theory Says Everything is Racist - Voddie Baucham at Flat Creek Baptist Church - YouTube 
(0:31 – 16:12) 
 
 

Open Discussion  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EaH4DLR2i0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EaH4DLR2i0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuSMvIVtd0A

