
Message 1:

How Christians Have Understood 
God’s Purposes: 

Dispensationalism and Covenant 
Theology



2 Major Evangelical Systems for Understanding 
God’s Purposes

• Covenant Theology (developed in late 1500s and 1600s)

• Dispensationalism (developed in early/mid 1800s)



•Both systems agree on the Gospel and 
consist of godly and intelligent people 



Covenant Theology: Offers three covenants as the 
basis for understanding God’s purposes

Covenant of Redemption: Covenant between members of the Trinity to 
save the elect

Covenant of Works: Covenant between God and Adam (representative 
of mankind) in which Adam must obey/merit his salvation by works. 
Failure means death.

Covenant of Grace: Covenant between God and fallen mankind in 
which God commits to save the elect by grace through faith.



• Dispensationalism: Believes God’s purposes in history are 
unveiled through dispensations in which God deals with His 
creation in different ways in different eras.

• Dispensation of Innocence: from creation to the Fall

• Dispensation of Conscience: from eviction from the garden to the 
Flood

• Dispensation of Human Government: After the flood to Abraham



• Dispensation of Promise: from Abraham to Moses

• Dispensation of Law: from Moses to Jesus

• Dispensation of Grace: from Jesus’ first coming through His second 
coming

• Dispensation of Kingdom: 1000 year kingdom of Jesus 



The Main Differences between Covenant Theology 
and Dispensationalism do not relate to salvation 
issues
• Not about Calvinism and Arminianism

• Not about Lordship vs Non-Lordship salvation

• Not about antinomianism (view Christians have no law)

• Not about Trichotomy vs Dichotomy



Key Differences between Covenant Theology and 
Dispensationalism

1.  National Israel and Land 
Promises to Israel



• Covenant Theology:  

• Israel and Israel’s land are inferior types that are transcended by Jesus and 
the church. 

• There is no future for Israel as a nation with a role to other nations. 

• The church in Jesus is the new nation of Israel.



• Dispensationalism:  

• Israel remains significant in God’s purposes. 

• Jesus will someday rule the nations and Israel will have a role of leadership 
and service to other nations during this time.

• The land of Israel will be the base and headquarters for Jesus’ coming earthly 
kingdom



2.  Fulfillment of Old Testament 
Promises



Covenant Theology: 

• --Jesus’ first coming and the present age is the primary age of 
fulfillment.

• --Old Testament promises do not have to be fulfilled literally.

• --Jesus brings fulfillment in His person.



Dispensationalism:

• --Fulfillment of OT promises comes over the course of Jesus’ two 
comings.

• --Promises concerning Jesus’ suffering were fulfilled at Jesus’ first 
coming

• --Physical and national promises will be fulfilled at Jesus’ second 
coming.

• --OT promises are fulfilled literally because of Jesus; they do not 
evaporate because of Him.



•New Testament Use of the Old 
Testament



• Covenant Theology

• --Belief in NT priority over the OT

• --The NT at times reinterprets or transcends the meaning of OT 
passages

• --The NT at times spiritualizes the OT



Dispensationalism

• --All Bible passages must be understood in their own contexts

• --The NT does not reinterpret the OT



•Bible’s Storyline



• Covenant Theology

• --The storyline begun in the OT is transcended by the NT

• --National Israel no longer significant in the Bible’s storyline

• --The church of this age is the culmination of God’s purposes

• --Heavy emphasis on first coming fulfillment of all/most 
prophecies



• Dispensationalism

• --The storyline begun in the OT is fulfilled literally over the course of 
Jesus’ two comings.

• --National Israel remains significant in the Bible’s storyline, including 
the future.

• --The church of this age is an important part and phase of God’s 
purposes but there is a coming reign of the Messiah over literal 
nations on the earth.

• --Much was fulfilled with Jesus’ first coming; but much needs to be 
fulfilled in the future.



•Jesus’ Kingdom



Covenant Theology

• --Jesus’s Davidic/Millennial kingdom is being fulfilled in this age. 

• --Jesus is on David’s Throne and is ruling from David’s throne.

• --The second coming of Jesus brings a culmination to Jesus’ 
millennial reign



Dispensationalism

• --Jesus is exalted as Messiah at the right hand of the Father in heaven, 
but Jesus’ Davidic/Millennial kingdom reign is future at the time of 
the second coming.

• --Jesus is not sitting David’s throne in heaven, nor is He ruling from 
David’s throne.

• --The second coming begins Jesus’ millennial reign (it does not 
complete it)



•Israel and the Church



• Covenant Theology

• --The church in Jesus is the new/true Israel

• --Israel transitions from a national entity to a spiritual community of 
believing Jews and Gentiles

• --The church replaces/fulfills Israel; thus there is no future for 
national Israel



Dispensationalism

• --The church is the new covenant community of believing Jews 
and Gentiles in this age.

• --Israel continues to consist of ethnic descendants of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.

• --The church does not replace/fulfill Israel; national Israel 
remains theologically significant.





Message 2:
God’s Kingdom Plans for Planet Earth



•It is important to understand God’s big 
picture purposes.

• The details of the Bible and prophecy make more 
sense if we know what God is doing in history.



•The Kingdom of God is the primary 
theme of Scripture.



•God’s plan for humanity is not a 
static experience in the sky.
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•God Expects Man to Rule the World 
for His glory



Kingdom Paper Trail

•Genesis 1:26-28

•Psalm 8

•Hebrews 2:5-8

• Eph 1:22

•1 Cor 15:27

•Rev. 20:4; 22:5

•Rev. 2:26-27; Rev. 
3:21; Rev. 5:10



Genesis 1:26-28: God’s Tasks Man to Rule the 
World on His Behalf
• 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 

likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” . . . . 28 God blessed them; 
and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and 
subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”



•This reveals a strong connection 
between man and earth. 

•God made man in His image and 
instructs him to rule over the earth 
and its creatures. 



• The Hebrew term for “rule,” which is used twice in 
Gen 1:26–28, is rādāh and means “have dominion,” 
“rule,” or “dominate.”

• The term is used later of the Messiah’s future reign in 
Ps 110:2: “The LORD will stretch forth Your strong 
scepter from Zion, saying, “Rule [rādāh] in the midst 
of Your enemies.” 



•The word for “subdue” is the Hebrew term 
kābaš, which means “dominate” or “bring 
into bondage.” 

•The term “especially speaks of the work of a 
king (e.g., 2 Sam. 8:11).”



•The realm of this kingdom rule for man is 
the earth, not heaven. As Ps 115:16 
declares, 

•“The heavens are the LORD’s, but the earth 
He has given to the human race.” 



•So the kingdom is an earthly kingdom, with 
Adam established as its king. 

•God did not create Adam and mankind to rule 
heaven or to rule earth from heaven. 

•Man is to rule from and over the earth.



Psalm 8:4-8 God Still Expects Man to Rule the 
Earth for His Glory
• What is man that You take thought of him,

And the son of man that You care for him?
5 Yet You have made him a little lower than God,
And You crown him with glory and majesty!
6 You make him to rule over the works of Your hands;
You have put all things under his feet,
7 All sheep and oxen,
And also the beasts of the field,
8 The birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea,
Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.



•Psalm 8 functions like a commentary on 
Genesis 1:26-28.

•Even in a fallen world God expects man to 
have a successful rule over the earth in 
fulfillment of Genesis 1:26-28.



Hebrews 2:5-8: Man Still Expected to Rule the 
World, but this Is not Happening Yet
• For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which 

we are speaking. 6 But one has testified somewhere, saying,

• “WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU REMEMBER HIM?
OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT HIM?
7 “YOU HAVE MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS;
YOU HAVE CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR,
AND HAVE APPOINTED HIM OVER THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS;
8 YOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET.”

• For in subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is not subject 
to him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him.



• This is a quotation of Psalm 8.

•God still expects man to rule the earth successfully.

•But we do not see this rule over the earth yet.



Ephesians 1:22: Jesus Has the Authority to 
Rule the World
• ”And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him 

as head over all things to the church,”

• This is a quote of Psalm 8:6 and shows that Jesus is connected to the 
rule and subdue command.

• Psalm 8 is about man ruling the earth; But the NT also links this to the 
ultimate man—Jesus (both are true!)



1 Corinthians 15:25-27: Jesus is the Ultimate 
Man who will Rule the World

• For He must reign until He has put all 
His enemies under His feet. 26 The last 
enemy that will be abolished is 
death. 27 For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN

SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET.



God’s will for man to rule the earth 
is found in Jesus.



Revelation 19:15

“From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so 
that with it He may strike down the nations, 
and He will rule them with a rod of iron; 
and He treads the wine press of the fierce 
wrath of God, the Almighty.”



Revelation 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10—The Saints in 
Jesus Will Rule the World

•He who overcomes, and he who keeps My 
deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE

AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; 27 AND HE

SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE

VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I 
also have received authority from My 
Father; (Rev 2:26-27)



•He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit 
down with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father on 
His throne.  (Rev. 3:21)



• “You have made them to be a kingdom 
and priests to our God; and they 
will reign upon the earth.”  (Rev. 5:10).



In the Eternal State God and the Saints are 
Reigning (Rev. 22:3, 5)

“There will no longer be any curse; 
and the throne of God and of the Lamb 
will be in it, and His bond-servants 
will serve Him . . and they will reign 
forever and ever.”



•The Father and Son are ruling on the 
throne in the New Jerusalem and the 
people of God are reigning.





Session 3:
Israel in God’s Plans

• Who is Israel?

• Purpose of Israel

• Israel Past

• Israel Present

• Israel Future

• Jesus and Israel



Who Is Israel?

•Israel is the people and nation 
that stems from the line of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 



• The story of Israel begins in Genesis 12 with the calling of 
Abraham  

• a person (Abraham)  

• a family (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) 

• tribes (12 tribes from Jacob) 

• Hebrew people

• Nation with land



•Genesis 10–11 describes the spreading of 
people groups and nations throughout the 
world. 

•Yet the nations remained hopeless. 



•But Genesis 12:2–3 reveals that Abraham 
and the “great nation” to come from him 
will be the vehicle for blessing the nations of 
the earth.  



Purpose of Israel

•Israel will be a blessing to the nations in 
two main ways. 

•1. Vehicle for the coming Messiah
•2 Leader nation in the world



• First, Israel will be the vessel through which the 
Savior (Messiah) would come. 

•A “he” from the offspring of the woman would arrive 
and reverse the curse and defeat the power behind 
the serpent, i.e., Satan (Gen. 3:15).  



•Genesis 48:9-10:  A King will come from the 
tribe of Judah



• “The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
Until Shiloh comes,
And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.” (Gen 49:10)



• Second, Israel is destined to fulfill a role of service 
and leadership to the other nations of the world. 

•God will use Israel as a nation, under her Messiah, to 
have a representative role to the nations (Isa. 2:2–4). 



• Israel is a means for global blessings and a platform for the blessing of 
the nations. 

• As God blesses Israel in the land of promise, God will bless other 
nations and their lands. 

• Isaiah 27:6 predicts, “In days to come Jacob shall take root, Israel shall 
blossom and put forth shoots and fill the whole world with fruit.”



Israel Past

•With the exodus from Egypt, the growing 
people of Israel were freed from slavery to 
pursue their destiny as a “kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation” (Exod. 19:6).  



•Deuteronomy 4:5–6 says if Israel obeyed God’s 
commandments then the peoples of the earth will 
“hear all these statutes” and say, “Surely this great 
nation is a wise and understanding people.” 

•Thus, Israel’s obedience would serve as a witness to 
the nations who would be drawn to Israel’s God. 



• Israel’s highpoint in the OT is described in 1 Kings 8–10:

• --The descendants of Israel were many and the boundaries of Israel’s 
land were large. 

• During this time foreign leaders and nations, including the Queen of 
Sheba, were seeking the wisdom of Israel’s king—Solomon (1 Kings 
10:1–10, 24). 



•The promise that the nations of the earth will be 
blessed through Abraham’s descendants (Gen. 
22:18) appeared on the brink of fulfillment. 

•But Solomon’s idolatry (1 Kings 11) halted this 
progress and put Israel on a trajectory toward 
disobedience and dispersion. 



•Instead of being a holy nation that 
positively attracted the nations to God, 
Israel worshiped the gods of the nations 
and soon would be taken captive by the 
nations. 



•After Solomon the kingdom was divided and 
eventually both the northern tribes of Israel 
and the southern tribes of Judah were led 
into captivity. 



• After the monarchy ended in Israel, the prophets took center stage: 

• (1) rebuke to Israel for breaking the Mosaic covenant 

• (2) warnings and predictions for the nations

• (3) promises of a glorious kingdom in which Israel would be restored 
under her Messiah, and the nations of the earth would be blessed.



•When Jesus appeared he arrived as the offspring 
of Abraham and David (Matt. 1:1) who 
presented the kingdom of heaven that the OT 
prophets predicted (Matt. 4:17). 



•Yet the cities of Israel rejected the King and 
his kingdom (Matt. 11:20–24), and the 
leaders of Israel rejected Jesus by 
attributing his works to Satan (Matt. 12:24). 



Israel Present

• Since Israel rejected Jesus the nation has experienced 
judgment and persecution.

• A.D. 70 destruction of Jerusalem.

• A.D. 135 destruction

• Crusades

• Holocacust



•Since the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 
70, Israel continues to experience the 
“times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24) in 
which Israel is oppressed by Gentile 
powers.



•There is a current believing remnant 
of Israel while the nation as a whole 
remains in unbelief for awhile (Rom. 
11:1-6)



•God has used Israel’s failure to bring 
blessings to the world but greater 
blessings will come when national Israel 
believes (Rom. 11:12, 15)



Israel Future

•So, how does Israel relate to 
eschatology? 

•The first purpose of Israel—to be a 
vehicle for the Savior and Messiah—has 
been fulfilled. 



• Jesus the ultimate Israelite and offspring of Abraham arrived bringing 
forgiveness and salvation to all people groups regardless of 
nationality, who believe in him. 

• Yet, Israel’s role in leading and serving other nations awaits fulfillment 
(Isa. 2:2–4). 

• The picture that the prophets offered of Israel as a prominent nation 
in an earthly reign of the Messiah is yet future (see Isaiah 60). 



•With Matthew 19:28, Jesus said that during the 
coming time of cosmic renewal (“the new world”) He 
would “sit on his glorious throne” and the apostles 
“will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.” 



•Acts 1:3-6: The coming restoration 
of the kingdom to Israel. 



•Paul declared a future salvation of 
Israel when he stated “all Israel will 
be saved” (Rom. 11:26). 



• This salvation of Israel will bring even greater blessings for the world. 
In Romans 11:12 Paul stated, “Now if their [Israel’s] trespass means 
riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, 
how much more will their full inclusion mean!” 

• He then says, “For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the 
world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?” 
(11:15). 



•Yet the road to this glorious future for 
Israel will not be easy. 



• Israel currently is experiencing a partial and temporary hardening and 
facing the consequences for rejecting the Messiah. 

• Jesus declared that Israel missed its time of “visitation” and in so 
doing experienced the judgment of the destruction of Jerusalem in 
AD 70 and is currently experiencing the “times of the Gentiles” (Luke 
19:41–44; 21:20–24). 



• Yet, in this age, there is remnant of believing Jews (Rom. 11:5) whom 
Paul calls the “Israel of God” (Gal. 6:16). 

• This faithful remnant serves as a reminder of a coming salvation of 
“all Israel” in accord with OT prophecies (Rom. 11:26–27). 



• Zechariah foretold that a day is coming when God will “pour out” a 
“spirit of grace” upon the people of Israel so that they will “look on . . 
. him whom they have pierced” and “they shall mourn for him. . .” 
(Zech. 12:10). 

• This speaks of the national salvation of Israel and its entrance into 
New covenant blessings.



• In the future, there will be a seven-year period for Israel (Dan. 9:27) 
where God’s plan to restore Israel will resume. 

• The last half of this period will include unprecedented persecution 
and the wrath of Antichrist who commits an abominable act in the 
Jerusalem temple (Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:3–4). 



• Jeremiah says this is a unique period, “a time of distress for Jacob,” 
but “he will be saved out of it” (Jer. 30:7). 

• The nations will come against Jerusalem for her destruction but the 
returning Lord Jesus will rescue the inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
establish his kingdom upon the earth (Zech. 14:1–9). 



• The nations will then stream to Jerusalem and experience the 
blessings of royal judgments by the Messiah who reigns from 
Jerusalem (Isa. 2:2–4; 9:7).



• God will fulfill all promises and biblical covenants with Israel just as he 
said. He does so not because Israel is so great but because God is 
impeccably true to his name and his promises to the patriarchs of 
Israel (Deut. 7:6–9). 



• As Paul emphatically stated in Romans 11:1: “I ask, then, has God 
rejected his people? By no means!” 

• He then links Israel’s salvation with God’s electing purposes: “But as 
regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:28–29). 
Israel, therefore, is exceedingly essential to God’s purposes.





Message 4:
The Coming Tribulation Period 

(Day of the Lord)

•Before the Kingdom arrives there 
will be a worldwide time of 
Tribulation



•The Tribulation Period is also 
known as The Day of the Lord.



•God has patiently tolerated man’s 
rebellion but the day of man will give 
way to The Day of the Lord.



Revelation 5:7-10

• 7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him 
who sat on the throne. . . . And they sang a new song, saying,

• “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You 
were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation.

• 10 “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and 
they will reign upon the earth.”



Isaiah 24: The earth and its people to be judged 
because of sin

• Behold, the LORD lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its 
surface and scatters its inhabitants. . . . The earth will be completely 
laid waste and completely despoiled, for the LORD has spoken this 
word. 4 The earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, 
the exalted of the people of the earth fade away. 5 The earth is 
also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, violated 
statutes, broke the everlasting covenant.6 Therefore, a curse devours 
the earth, and those who live in it are held guilty. Therefore, 
the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men are left.



Isaiah 13: The Coming Day of the Lord

•Verses 6-16:

•Wail, for the day of the LORD is near!
It will come as destruction from the Almighty. . . .



Zephaniah 1: A time of darkness and gloom

• Near is the great day of the LORD,
Near and coming very quickly;
Listen, the day of the LORD!
In it the warrior cries out bitterly.
15 A day of wrath is that day,
A day of trouble and distress,
A day of destruction and desolation,
A day of darkness and gloom,
A day of clouds and thick darkness,



Matthew 24:1-31: Events of the Tribulation Period

• And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it that no one 
misleads you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am 
the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 6 You will be hearing 
of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not frightened, 
for those things must take place, but that is not yet the 
end. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines 
and earthquakes. 8 But all these things are merely the 
beginning of birth pangs.



1 Thessalonians 5: The Day of the Lord Comes Like 
a Thief

• For you yourselves know full well that the 
day of the Lord will come just like a thief in 
the night. 3 While they are saying, “Peace 
and safety!” then destruction will come 
upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a 
woman with child, and they will not escape.



2 Thessalonians 2: Antichrist and the Day of the 
Lord

•Now we request you, brethren, with regard to 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 
together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken from 
your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or 
a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect 
that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any 
way deceive you, for it will not come unless 
the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness 
is revealed, the son of destruction,  (2:1-3)



Revelation 6: Opening events of the Tribulation

•Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of 
the seven seals, and I heard one of the four 
living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, 
“Come.” 2 I looked, and behold, a white horse, 
and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown 
was given to him, and he went out conquering 
and to conquer.



•Day of the Lord judgments include:

• Seals
• Trumpets
•Bowls



• The six seals correspond to the 

• (1) arrival of Antichrist, 

• (2) war, 

• (3) famine, 

• (4) death, 

• (5) martyrdom, and 

• (6) earthquake (Rev. 6:2–12).



• Next, the seventh seal brings the second wave of judgments—the seven 
trumpets.

• First trumpet: one-third of earth, trees, and grass is burned up (Rev. 8:7)

• Second trumpet: one-third of sea creatures die and ships are destroyed 
(Rev. 8:8–9)

• Third trumpet: one-third of the waters polluted and many die (Rev. 8:10–
11)



• Fourth trumpet: one-third of the sun, moon, and stars are darkened 
(Rev. 8:12)

• Fifth trumpet: locusts/demons are released to torment people  (Rev. 
9:1–11)

• Sixth trumpet: four bound demons released to kill one-third of 
humanity (Rev. 9:13–19)

• Seventh trumpet: proclamation of Christ’s kingdom reign (Rev. 11:15–
18)



• First bowl: painful sores (Rev. 16:2)

• Second bowl: sea becomes like blood and everything in the sea dies 
(Rev. 16:3)

• Third bowl: rivers and springs of water turned to blood (Rev. 16:4–7)

• Fourth bowl: sun scorches people with fire and heat (Rev. 16:8–9)



• Fifth bowl: darkness and intense pain (Rev. 16:10–11)

• Sixth bowl: Euphrates river dried up to prepare the way for kings from 
the east  (Rev. 16:12–16)

• Seventh bowl: Severe earthquakes that split the great city into three 
parts; cities fall; severe hail (Rev. 16:17–21)



Message 5
The Church and the Rapture



What is the Day of the Lord?

1. A period of intense divine wrath upon an 
unbelieving world.



What is the Purpose of the Day of the Lord?

• It is a time when God brings Israel to Himself in 
salvation (Jeremiah 30:7).

• It is a time of testing and judgment for 
earthdwellers (Revelation 3:10).



What is the Church?

•The church is the New Covenant 
community of saved Jews and 
Gentiles in this age between the 
two comings of Jesus.



What is the Rapture?

•The English word “rapture” comes from the 
Latin term raptura which in Latin Bibles 
translates the Greek word harpazō. 



• Greek: harpadzo →  Latin: raptura →  English: rapture



•The word means “to suddenly remove” 
or “snatch away.” 



•It is used of Paul’s third heaven 
experience (2 Cor. 12:2, 4) 

•Jesus’ ascension to heaven (Rev. 
12:5). 



•The rapture event is described in 1 
Thessalonians 4:14-18



•Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air, and thus we shall always 
be with the Lord. (1 Thess 4:17)



•The rapture is the promised 
removal of the church before the 
Day of the Lord (Tribulation Period)



Pretribulational Rapture

•This position asserts that the church is 
raptured prior before Daniel’s seventieth 
week. 



•Since the entire period of tribulation is the 
“wrath of God” the church must be rescued prior 
to the tribulation to fulfill God’s promise that the 
church will escape the wrath of God (1 Thess. 
1:9-10; Rev 3:10). 



•The pre-tribulational rapture 
functions as a rescue mission when
Jesus delivers His church from the 
divine wrath of the tribulation.



How does the Rapture fit into the Bible’s storyline?

•There is a coming day of wrath 
upon an unbelieving world.

•God promises the church 
deliverance from the day of wrath.



Reasons for the Rapture of the Church

1. The church is promised deliverance from the wrath 
of the Day of the Lord.

Revelation 3:10
1 Thessalonians 1:10
1 Thessalonians 5:9



Revelation 3:10

•Because you have kept the word 
of My perseverance, I also will keep you from 
the hour of testing, that hour which is about to 
come upon the whole world, to test those who 
dwell on the earth.



1 Thess 1:10

•and to wait for His Son from heaven, 
whom He raised from the dead, that
is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath 
to come.



1 Thess 5:9

•For God has not destined us for wrath, 
but for obtaining salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ



The entire Tribulation Period is a time of divine wrath.

Matthew 24:4-8

Revelation 6



Jesus is the One who directly opens all the Tribulation judgments 
including the seal judgments which begin the Tribulation period.

In Revelation 4 and 5 Jesus is the One found worthy to open the seals 
which He begins to open in 6:1. 

The opening of the seals by Christ indicates that the seal judgments are 
divine wrath.



• (1) The seal judgments which open the Tribulation are consistent 
with divine wrath 

• "The judgments of these four seals include the sword, famine, 
pestilence, and wild beasts, frequently used in Scripture as the 
expressions of divine wrath. Indeed, they are all included and named 
when God calls His 'four severe judgments upon Jerusalem: sword, 
famine, wild beasts and plague‘. Plus, plagues such as pestilence and 
wild beasts can hardly be caused by man.



•As early as the sixth seal, unbelievers 
declare that God's wrath "has come" (Rev. 
6:16-17). 

•Unbelievers recognize that all six seals that 
have happened so far are the direct wrath 
of God. 



• Robert L. Thomas says "The verb elthen ('has come') is aorist 
indicative, referring to a previous arrival of the wrath, not something 
that is about to take place. Men see the arrival of this day at least as 
early as the cosmic upheavals that characterize the sixth seal (6:12-
14), but upon reflection they probably recognize it was already in 
effect with the death of one-fourth of the population (6:7-8), the 
worldwide famine (6:5-6), and the global warfare (6:3-4). The rapid 
sequence of all these events could not escape public notice, but the 
light of their true explanation does not dawn upon human 
consciousness until the severe phenomena of the sixth seal arrive." 



2.  The church, which is mentioned 20 
times in Revelation 1-3, is never 
mentioned in the Tribulation Period 
described in Revelation 6-19.



3. When the Thessalonians wrongly believed they were in the 
Day of the Lord, the fact that they were surprised shows 
they did not expect to be in the Day of the Lord.

2 Thess 2:2-3



The Rapture and the Gospels

• John 14:1-3

•Matthew 24:36-44


