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Apostles, Prophets & Prophecy 
Are these offices and gifts for today? 

 

Topics Addressed 

I. Apostles 

II. Prophets 

- Three Biblical tests for a false prophet 

1. Doctrinal Orthodoxy 

2. Moral Integrity 

3. Predictive Accuracy 

- Charismatic Admissions of Inaccuracy  

- Charismatic Interpretations 
Much of the ‘prophet’ material by: Nathan Busenitz 

 

Biblical Qualifications & Characteristics: Apostle 

1. Eyewitness to the Resurrected Savior 

 1 Cor. 9:1 “Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?” (Acts 

9:5-6; 26:15-18) 

 Acts 1:22, “beginning with the baptism of John until the day that He was taken up from 

us—one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.” 

 

2. Appointed by Christ 

 Acts 1:24-25, “24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all men, 

show which one of these two You have chosen 25 to occupy this ministry and apostleship 

from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 

 Acts 26:16-17, “But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to 

you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, 

but also to the things in which I will appear to you; 

 1 Timothy 2:7, “For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, 

I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.” 

 

3. The Church was Founded Upon the Apostles & Prophets 

 Ephesians 2:20, [The church] “having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,” 

The foundation of the church was laid 2000 years ago. 

 

4. Apostles were Authenticated by Signs and Wonders and Miracles 

2 Corinthians 12:11-12, “11 I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually I 

should have been commended by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most eminent 

apostles, even though I am a nobody. 12 The signs of a true apostle were performed among 

you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles.” 

 

For example: 

- Peter healed crippled man (Acts 3:3-11) 

- Peter raised Dorcas (Acts 9:36-42) 
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- Paul raised Eutychus (Acts 20:6-12) 

NOTE: No such miracles were ever performed – even in the apostolic era – by anyone other 

than the apostles and those commissioned by them.  (MacArthur, Charismatic Chaos, p. 124) 

 

5. The 12 Apostles have an eternal place of honor 

Revelation 21:14, “And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on 

them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 

 

6. Paul: The Last Apostle 
“5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than 

five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen 

asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one 

untimely born, He appeared to me also. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be 

called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” (1 Cor. 15:5–9) 

 

Are There Apostles Today? 

It seems that no apostles were appointed after Paul, and certainly, since no one today can 

meet the qualification of having seen the risen Christ with his own eyes, there are no apostles 

today. In place of living apostles present in the church to teach and govern it, we have 

instead the writings of the apostles in the books of the New Testament.  (Grudem, Systematic 

Theology, p. 911) 

 

Prophets & Prophesying 
Prophecy: Definition 

The communication of revelation that comes directly from God.  A prophet is one who 

“speaks in the place of” 

Continuationist Sam Storms  defines prophecy as is “the human report of divine revelation” 

(Four Views on Miraculous Gifts, 207). 

 
 

Three Biblical Validation Tests for a Prophet 

1. Doctrinal orthodoxy – Because God is a God of truth, those who truly prophesy on His 

behalf proclaim doctrines that are right and true. 

2. Moral integrity – God’s true prophets are those who not only proclaim His truth, they 

also live out His truth. 

3. Predictive accuracy – Because God knows the end from the beginning, a true prophet 

declares divine revelation regarding the future with 100% accuracy. 

 

1. Doctrinal Orthodoxy 

Because God is a God of truth, those who truly prophesy on His behalf proclaim doctrines 

that are right and true. 
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Or, Prophecy must be consistent with the Bible 

Deuteronomy 13:1-3 “If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a 

sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, 

saying, ‘Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’3 you 

shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God 

is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul. 

Deuteronomy 13:4-5 “4 You shall follow the Lord your God and fear Him; and you shall 

keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. 5 But that prophet 

or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against 

the Lord your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the 

house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to 

walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you.” 

Deuteronomy 18:20-22 “20 But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name 

which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other 

gods, that prophet shall die.’ 21 You may say in your heart, ‘How will we know the word 

which the Lord has not spoken?’ 22 When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the 

thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The 

prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.” 

 

Condemnation of False Prophets 

Ezekiel 13:3-9, “3 Thus says the Lord God, “Woe to the foolish prophets who are following 

their own spirit and have seen nothing. 4 O Israel, your prophets have been like foxes among 

ruins. 5 You have not gone up into the breaches, nor did you build the wall around the house 

of Israel to stand in the battle on the day of the Lord. 6 They see falsehood and lying 

divination who are saying, ‘The Lord declares,’ when the Lord has not sent them; yet they 

hope for the fulfillment of their word.” 

 

2 Peter 2:1, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false 

teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the 

Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.” 

 

2. Moral Integrity 

Jeremiah 23:14–16: [14] “Also among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a horrible 

thing: The committing of adultery and walking in falsehood; And they strengthen the hands 

of evildoers, So that no one has turned back from his wickedness. All of them have become 

to Me like Sodom, And her inhabitants like Gomorrah.  

Jeremiah 23:14–16: [15] “Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts concerning the prophets, 

‘Behold, I am going to feed them wormwood And make them drink poisonous water, For 

from the prophets of Jerusalem Pollution has gone forth into all the land.’ ” [16] Thus says 

the Lord of hosts, “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you. 

They are leading you into futility; They speak a vision of their own imagination, Not from 

the mouth of the Lord.” 

2 Peter 2:2–3: [2] Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the 

truth will be maligned; [3] and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their 

judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 
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3. Predictive Accuracy 

Deuteronomy 18:20–22: [20] ‘The prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name 

which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, 

that prophet shall die.’ [21] “You may say in your heart, ‘How will we know the word which 

the Lord has not spoken?’ 

Deuteronomy 18:20–22:  [22] “When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing 

does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The 

prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him. 

Ezekiel 13:3–9: [3] “Thus says the Lord God, ‘Woe to the foolish prophets who are 

following their own spirit and have seen nothing. [4] O Israel, your prophets have been like 

foxes among ruins. [5] You have not gone up into the breaches, nor did you build the wall 

around the house of Israel to stand in the battle on the day of the Lord.  

Ezekiel 13:3–9:  [6] They see falsehood and lying divination who are saying, “The Lord 

declares,” when the Lord has not sent them; yet they hope for the fulfillment of their word. 

[7] Did you not see a false vision and speak a lying divination when you said, “The Lord 

declares,” but it is not I who have spoken?’ 

Ezekiel 13:3–9:  [8] Therefore, thus says the Lord God, ‘Because you have spoken falsehood 

and seen a lie, therefore behold, I am against you,’ declares the Lord God. [9] ‘So My hand 

will be against the prophets who see false visions and utter lying divinations. They will have 

no place in the council of My people, nor will they be written down in the register of the 

house of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel, that you may know that I am the Lord 

God.’” 

 

Charismatic Admission to Inaccuracy 

NARM - Rick Joyner: “There is a prophet named Bob Jones who was told that the general 

level of prophetic revelation in the church was about 65% accurate at this time. Some are 

only about 10% accurate, a very few of the most mature prophets are approaching 85% to 

95% accuracy. Prophecy is increasing in purity, but there is a still a long way to go for those 

who walk in this ministry” (Rick Joyner, “The Prophetic Ministry”, The Morningstar 

Prophetic Newsletter. Vol. 3, No. 2, p. 2). 

Rick Joyner: “One of the greatest hazards affecting maturing prophets is the erroneous 

interpretation of the Old Testament exhortation that if a prophet ever predicted something 

which did not come to pass he was no longer to be considered a true prophet (see Deut. 

18:20–22).  

Rick Joyner: “The warning was that if this happened, the prophet had been presumptuous 

and the people were not to fear him. If one predicts something in the name of the Lord and it 

does not come to pass, he probably has spoken presumptuously and needs to be repented of, 

but that does not make him a false prophet. No one could step out in the faith required to 

walk in his calling if he knew that a single mistake would ruin him for life.” (ibid.) (Rick 

Joyner, “The Prophetic Ministry”, The Morningstar Prophetic Newsletter. Vol. 3, No. 2, p. 2). 
Bill Hamon: “We must not be quick to call someone a false prophet simply because 

something he said was inaccurate. . . . Missing it a few times in prophecy does not make a 

false prophet. No mortal prophet is infallible; all are liable to make mistakes.” (Bill 

Hamon, Prophets and Personal Prophecy, 176) 

Theologian Jack Deere: “Prophets are really messy. Prophets make mistakes. And 

sometimes when a prophet makes a mistake, it’s a serious mistake. I mean, I know prophets 
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just last year that cost people millions of dollars with a mistake they made. I talked to people 

who made the wrong investments, actually moved their homes, spent tons of money…” (Jack 

Deere, National School of the Prophets, “Mobilizing the Prophetic Office,” May 11, 2000, 

tape #3). 

Kim Clement sums up the charismatic viewpoint with these words: “You can be a wrong 

prophet and not be a false prophet.” 

(Trinity Broadcasting Network, “The prophetic ministry of Kim Clement,” Aug, 13, 2002) 

Theologian Wayne Grudem: “There is almost uniform testimony from all sections of the 

charismatic movement that prophecy is imperfect and impure, and will contain elements 

which are not to be obeyed or trusted”  

(Grudem, The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today, 110). 

 

Charismatic False Prophecies 

- 1989: Benny Hinn predicted that Fidel Castro would die sometime in the 1990s 

- The homosexual community in America would be destroyed by fire before 1995  

- A major earthquake would devastate the East Cost before the year 2000 

- Charismatic False Prophecies 

- In the 1990s, Kansas City prophets Bob Jones and Rick Joyner similar predicted that 

Southern California would soon be swallowed by the Pacific Ocean after a major 

earthquake.  

- Pat Robertson predicted that the U.S. would experience a horrific terror attack in the 

second half of 2007.  

 

Grudem’s View of Prophecy 

Two-Tier System 

 

Proponents of modern day prophets redefine “prophets” and “prophecy” 

OT Prophets = Apostles: When prophesying, they spoke authoritatively without error as the 

mouthpiece of God 

NT Prophets = ‘Congregational prophets’: They speak non-authoritatively and are often 

fallible. 

 

Grudem: NT Gift of Prophecy 

NT Prophecy “…should be defined not as “predicting the future,” nor as “proclaiming a 

word from the Lord,” nor as “powerful preaching—but rather as “telling something that God 

has spontaneously brought to mind.” 1 

 

NT Prophecy: John Piper 

“It is a Spirit-prompted, Spirit-sustained, utterance that is rooted in a true revelation (1 

Corinthians 14:30), but is fallible because the prophet’s perception of the revelation, and 

thinking about the revelation, and report of the revelation are all fallible. It is thus similar to 

the gift of teaching which is Spirit-prompted, Spirit sustained, rooted in an infallible 

revelation (the Bible), and yet is fallible but very useful to the church.”2 

                                                 
1 Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-

Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House, 2004), 1049. 
2 http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-new-testament-gift-of-prophecy; Accessed 3/11/2017 
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Grudem: How to know NT Prophecy is “true” 

Theologian Wayne Grudem: “Did the revelation seem like something from the Holy Spirit; 

did it seem to be similar to other experiences of the Holy Spirit which he had known 

previously in worship. Beyond this it is difficult to specify much further, except to say that 

over time a congregation would probably become more adept at making evaluations . . . and 

become more adept at recognizing a genuine revelation from the Holy Spirit 

and distinguishing it from their own thoughts.”3 

 

Charles Spurgeon: “Dear Brothers and Sisters, honor the Spirit of God as you would honor 

Jesus Christ if He were present! If Jesus Christ were dwelling in your house you would not 

ignore Him, you would not go about your business as if He were not there! Do not ignore the 

Presence of the Holy Spirit in your soul! . . .  To Him pay your constant adorations. Reverence 

the august Guest who has been pleased to make your body His sacred abode. Love Him, obey 

Him, worship Him! Take care never to impute the vain imaginings of your fancy to Him. I have 

seen the Spirit of God shamefully dishonored by persons—I hope they were insane—who have 

said that they have had this and that revealed to them. There has not, for some years, passed 

over my head a single week in which I have not been pestered with the revelations of hypocrites 

or maniacs. Semi-lunatics are very fond of coming with messages from the Lord to me and it may 

save them some trouble if I tell them once and for all that I will have none of their stupid 

messages.  . . . Never dream that events are revealed to you by Heaven, or you may come to be 

like those idiots who dare impute their blatant follies to the Holy Spirit. If you feel your tongue 

itch to talk nonsense, trace it to the devil, not to the Spirit of God! Whatever is to be revealed by 

the Spirit to any of us is in the Word of God already—He adds nothing to the Bible, and never 

will. Let persons who have revelations of this, that, and the other, go to bed and wake up in their 

senses. I only wish they would follow the advice and no longer insult the Holy Spirit by laying 

their nonsense at His door.”4 

                                                 
3 Wayne Grudem, The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today, rev. ed. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2000), 90; emphasis 

added, p. 100 in John F. MacArthur Jr., Strange Fire: The Danger of Offending the Holy Spirit with Counterfeit Worship 

(Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2013). 
4 Charles Spurgeon, sermon entitled, “The Paraclete,” October 6, 1872 


