
October 17-23 

❏ DAY 1: 1 Corinthians 5-6
Paul was stunned by an incident in the church involving a man’s
misconduct with his stepmother. Apparently, the church ignored this
behavior. Paul rebuked both the man and the church.  In 6:1-11, Paul
further emphasized the responsibility to live morally by addressing the
matter of lawsuits between believers. The Corinthian church needed
to embrace Christian ethics and reject immoral conduct. Paul closed
with a reminder that Christian freedom is not a license to do anything
we want but, rather, to embrace Christian morality as God intended.
Reflecting on Christ’s work of forgiveness and reconciliation in our lives
reminds us of our need to repent of sins and rely on his grace.
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❏ DAY 2: 1 Corinthians 7-8
Paul shifted his focus to dealing with questions the Corinthians had
raised in a letter to him. The Corinthians’ first question concerned
marriage and sexuality. Having addressed sexual immorality in
chapters 5–6, Paul moved to address a related question from their
letter. His topics in chapter 7 are abstinence, conduct within a
marriage, grateful acceptance of the life to which God calls each
person, and potential blessings of singleness. Whether married or
single, every Christian should be a slave of Christ. We are to live fully
given over to Jesus and the spread of his gospel. One of the great
paradoxes in the Christian faith is that only through submission to
Christ do we find true freedom. This is a recurring theme in Paul’s
letters. Living for God is more important than everything else in life.
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❏ DAY 3:  1 Corinthians 9-10
The city of Corinth was known for its immorality and perversion, which
created a challenging atmosphere for new Christians to live out their faith. To
compound the problems, many of the Corinthian Christians were impressed
with their own knowledge and spirituality. The first concerned whether
Christians should eat food that had been offered to idols. Although Paul
agreed with those who asserted that idols are nothing, he reminded them
that Christians also need to consider how their actions might impact other
believers who don’t share their same conviction. Christians show maturity
when they avoid behavior that isn’t inherently sinful but still might hinder
another believer’s spiritual growth. In verses 9:1-27, Paul used himself as an
example of this principle. He didn’t want any of his actions to hinder him in
sharing the gospel. Paul regularly emphasized his goal of reaching people for
Christ and leading them to a more focused discipleship. For him, that
mission superseded every other consideration.
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❏ DAY 4: 1 Corinthians 11-12
Paul urged mature Christians to embrace the responsibility of seeking
what was good for other believers over insisting they were free in Christ
to engage in certain activities. Paul also addressed the matter of proper
conduct in worship. Specific questions concerned head coverings,
fellowship meals, and the Lord’s Supper. The problems concerning these
issues revolved around selfish behavior that was inconsistent with the
holy lives they were called to lead. With freedom in Christ comes great
responsibility. As new creations in Christ, we need to choose things that
further God’s kingdom and mission over things that hold us back. This
means allowing someone else to rule and lead our lives and require us to
abandon our will and control. Following Christ gives us a desire to change
our ways and a desire for the gospel to be known.
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❏ DAY 5:  1 Corinthians 13-14
Some church members viewed the type of gift a believer possessed as
a measuring stick for their level of spirituality. Using the analogy of the
body, Paul argued that every gift is necessary; therefore, every
Christian is important. All gifts, no matter what purpose they serve in
the church, must be governed by Christlike love, which he elaborated
on in chapter 13. Without Christlike love as their motive, spiritual gifts
are empty shells. Love expressed is the way church members then
and today are to demonstrate they are the body of Christ on earth.
Furthermore, Paul reminded them in chapter 14 that when the church
gathers for worship, the purpose should always be to exalt God and
strengthen all who are present.
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Where are you in danger of boasting about sinful practices?
How would you summarize your current method for
handling conflict with other Christians? 

Would others consider you a person of self-control? 
Who are some young or young-in-faith believers you
encounter on a regular basis? What steps can you take to
intentionally support and encourage those believers?

What are some words that describe your attitude about
giving to the church? Are you currently running your spiritual
race “in such a way to win the prize”?
Where are you currently experiencing temptation? What
steps can you take to be more aware of the spiritual needs
around you each day?

In what ways are you currently using your spiritual gifts? 
In what ways you are currently serving and supporting the
body of Christ?

How are you currently expressing the kind of love described
in 1 Corinthians 13 in your relationships? Where do you fall
short of the “ideal love” described here?
What opportunities do you have to teach others about God,
the gospel, and his kingdom?
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