
October 10-16

❏ DAY 1: 1 Thessalonians 3-5
We all have unanswerable questions about Jesus’s return, but what
is important to remember is that Jesus’s promised return is to be a
source of hope, comfort, and motivation. While we wait for Jesus to
return, we are to be united with other believers who are striving for
Christlikeness with us. For believers, faith (toward God) and love
(toward one another) are nothing new. These attitudes are to
characterize the Christian life. An ongoing challenge is to show that
we are living in anticipation of Jesus’s return through behavior
distinguished by love, faith, and hope.

H.E.A.R. Journal

HIGHLIGHT - Which chapter and verse numbers stand out to you?

EXPLAIN – Why do you think this was written? How does it fit with
the verses before and after it? What do you think the Holy Spirit
intending to communicate through this text?

APPLY - What do you think this mean for us today? What do you
think God saying to you personally? How can you apply this
message to your life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to action? How
will you be different because of what you’ve learned? Write out a
prayer to God in response to what you read today:
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October 10-16 

❏ DAY 2: 2 Thessalonians 1-3
Shortly after Paul had sent his first letter to this group of new
believers, he received a report about issues confronting them,
prompting him to send them a follow-up letter. Their questions
were of Jesus’s second coming, an event Paul had touched on
briefly in his first letter. Paul instructed them to wait and watch for
Jesus’s return and not fall prey to false teachers around them. Paul
pointed them to God’s justice, both now and in the future, which
enables believers to feel safe despite troubling circumstances.
Through Jesus, we can hold on to the promise God has given us of
eternal life with him.
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to communicate through this text?

APPLY - What do you think this mean for us today? What do you think
God saying to you personally? How can you apply this message to your
life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to action? How
will you be different because of what you’ve learned? Write out a
prayer to God in response to what you read today:
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October 10-16

❏ DAY 3:  Acts 18:18-19:41
After Paul’s time in Thessalonica and Athens, he traveled on to Corinth
and then later to Ephesus. In both cities he preached first in the Jewish
synagogue until he was driven out, at which point he directed his
efforts to the Gentiles. Paul encountered serious opposition at
Ephesus from the silversmiths of the city. Seeing Paul as a threat to
their business (which focused largely on making idols), they caused a
riot in which they portrayed Paul as the archenemy of their city and
the temple of Artemis. In order to remain true to the gospel, Paul
witnessed of the only true God by revealing the foolishness of
worshiping idols. When we speak out, we may expect conflict and
criticism. Only when we are willing to risk our pride and reputation will
we really be able to make a difference in our world.
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October 10-16 

❏ DAY 4: 1 Corinthians 1-2
During Paul’s time in Ephesus, he received a troubling report about
the state of the church in Corinth, so he wrote this letter to them. One
of the main issues facing this church was a lack of unity. There were
various factions which favored one Christian leader over another. This
threatened the unity of the church and undermined its effectiveness.
Paul’s solution was to focus the church’s attention solely on Christ and
his message, which includes the gift of the Holy Spirit and the wisdom
he brings. People without Christ do not have the Holy Spirit to aid
them in comprehending God’s revealed truth, which is the reason they
do not receive what comes from God’s Spirit. However, those indwelt
with the Spirit of the Lord have the mind of Christ.
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HIGHLIGHT - Which chapter and verse numbers stand out to you?

EXPLAIN – Why do you think this was written? How does it fit with the
verses before and after it? What do you think the Holy Spirit intending
to communicate through this text?

APPLY - What do you think this mean for us today? What do you think
God saying to you personally? How can you apply this message to your
life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to action? How
will you be different because of what you’ve learned? Write out a
prayer to God in response to what you read today:
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October 10-16

❏ DAY 5:  1 Corinthians 3-4
The lack of unity in the Corinthian church proved to Paul that these
Christians were still infants in their spiritual maturity. This is why he
focused much of his letter on instructing and reminding them how to
live and mature as followers of Christ. Paul taught that church leaders
serve God, and as a result, are accountable first and foremost to him.
Paul insisted that being an effective Christian leader included humbly
enduring suffering for the faith, whether physically or through
criticism. He sought to present the Corinthians with a servant image of
leadership, one that followed Jesus’ example.  When we recognize our
accountability to God and pursue his agenda rather than our own, the
result will be unity within the church.
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HIGHLIGHT - Which chapter and verse numbers stand out to you?

EXPLAIN – Why do you think this was written? How does it fit with the
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APPLY - What do you think this mean for us today? What do you think
God saying to you personally? How can you apply this message to your
life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to action? How
will you be different because of what you’ve learned? Write out a
prayer to God in response to what you read today:
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Where do you have an opportunity to offer encouragement
and blessing to someone this week?
Which of the commands in this reading makes you feel
convicted? What have you enjoyed most from the book of 1
Thessalonians?

What have you learned from times of suffering or persecution
in your life?
What does it mean for you to “stand firm” right now as a
member of God’s kingdom?
Where are you currently in danger of allowing idleness or
laziness to influence your spiritual life?

Who are some older or more experienced Christians currently
encouraging your spiritual life? 
Who are some younger or less experienced Christians you are
encouraging?

In what areas of life are you currently trying to get by on your
own wisdom? 
What steps can you take to seek wisdom from the Spirit?

Who has helped to plant spiritual seeds and water them in your
life? 
On a scale of one (straw) to ten (gold), how would you rate the
construction of your spiritual house?
Who are you imitating as you seek to follow Christ?

OCTOBER 10-16
FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION:

 

1 Thessalonians 3-5

2 Thessalonians 1-3

Acts 18:18-19:41

1 Corinthians 1-2
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