
October 3rd - 9th 

❏ DAY 1: Acts 15-16
Paul and Barnabas met with the council at Jerusalem to discuss the
role of Old Testament law in the life of new believers.  Following the
council, Paul began his second missionary journey, traveling to
Philippi where Lydia and her household became believers.
Exorcising a fortune-telling spirit from a girl resulted in their
imprisonment. An earthquake opened the jail’s doors, but no
prisoners escaped. Paul and Silas shared Christ with the jailer, and
he and his household became believers. Because of Paul’s Roman
citizenship, the missionaries were freed and resumed their journey.

H.E.A.R. Journal

HIGHLIGHT - Which chapter and verse numbers stand out to you?

EXPLAIN – Why do you think this was written? How does it fit with
the verses before and after it? What do you think the Holy Spirit
intending to communicate through this text?

APPLY - What do you think this mean for us today? What do you
think God saying to you personally? How can you apply this
message to your life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to action? How
will you be different because of what you’ve learned? Write out a
prayer to God in response to what you read today:
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❏ DAY 2: Galatians 1-3
Paul wrote Galatians to correct their faulty understanding of faith and
practice related to the gospel. Like the issue raised at the Jerusalem
Council, many were Judaizers, which means they believed Gentiles had
to keep the Jewish law in addition to trusting in Christ. However, as
Paul argued in his letter, justification (being made right before God)
comes by grace through faith in Christ, not through keeping the law.
Paul contrasted living under the law to living by faith. The law fulfilled
its purpose in that it acted as a guardian to God’s people, to bring us
to Christ so that we might be justified by faith. When Christ did come,
he fulfilled the law, which means faith in him is the only thing
necessary to experience his saving grace.
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❏ DAY 3:  Galatians 4-6
In Galatians 4–6, Paul emphasizes the Christian’s identity as a child of
God. God has adopted believers as his children and given them the
Holy Spirit. They are no longer slaves but heirs of God, which is why it’s
offensive to God when we obey the law in an attempt to earn his love
and grace. Paul emphasizes that God’s call to salvation in Christ is a
call to freedom. This freedom is not license to sin, but liberation to
serve others. Loving others fulfills the law. The Spirit’s activity in
Christians produces a cluster of virtues—the fruit of the Spirit—which
provides evidence that a person belongs to Christ. As those in Christ,
we have the responsibility to help bear one another’s burdens and do
good to others. The point Paul makes repeatedly in Galatians is that
true spiritual transformation only comes through the gospel.
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❏ DAY 4: Acts 17-18:17
Acts 17 documents Paul’s ministry in Thessalonica, a place where the
gospel was well received. Not surprisingly, jealous Jews forced them on to
Berea, where many accepted their message of Christ. Again Jews from
Thessalonica caused trouble, so Paul embarked on a journey to Athens.
During his stay, he presented the gospel to Jews and Gentiles, some of
whom put their faith in Jesus. From Athens, Paul traveled to Corinth,
where he befriended Priscilla and Aquila, who made a living as
tentmakers. When Jews in the synagogue rejected the apostle, he took
the message to the Gentiles. For eighteen months, Paul taught the word
of God in a house. Antagonistic Jews accused Paul of breaking the law,
but Gallio, the proconsul, dismissed the charges. . Like Paul, we need to
trust God’s leadership in our lives as we live out the calling he has given
us to go and make disciples.
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❏ DAY 5: 1 Thessalonians 1-2
During his time in Thessalonica, Paul formed a strong bond with the
Christians there. The new believers had embraced the gospel
enthusiastically and formed a church, but because of Paul’s abrupt
departure, the believers were immature in the faith. Paul did, however,
remind them of key events in their lives as believers. Paul thanked
God for the transformation he witnessed in their lives as a result of
embracing the gospel.  In chapter 2, Paul reminded them about the
purpose of his ministry while he lived among them. Paul placed an
emphasis on loving others and sharing the gospel boldly. As Paul
demonstrated, we are to live in such a way that both our words and
actions draw people to the saving grace and transforming love of God.
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Read more about the prophecy of Amos 9:11-15 (referenced in
Acts 15:15-18). In what ways has this prophecy been fulfilled?
Given the events of Acts 15, what were some possible reasons
for having Timothy circumcised?

When did you first hear the truth of the gospel? How has your
life changed since deciding to follow Jesus?
Where are you in the process Paul described in Galatians 2:15-
21? Do you have any double standards or prejudices about
certain groups of people?

Have you slipped back into any bad habits or old ways that
enslaved you before you experienced salvation through Christ?
What are some specific ways you have experienced freedom as
a follower of Jesus?
What is the biggest challenge you are currently facing in your
spiritual life? What is the biggest victory you have achieved in
your spiritual life?

How often do you share the gospel with others? What step can
you take this week to be more prepared for opportunities to
talk about the gospel?

Does your spiritual example each day bring glory to God?
Explain.
What important lessons have you learned from failure?

OCTOBER 3RD - 9TH 
FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION:

 
 Acts 15-16

Galatians 1-3

Galatians 4-6 

Acts 17 - 18:17

1 Thessalonians 1-2

F-260F-260    

GRO
W TOGETHER  


