
❏ DAY 1:  2 Samuel 1; 2:1-7

WEEK 17: April 25 - May 1st  

King Saul had attempted to kill David for years, yet David
maintained his respect for the Lord’s anointed. This book picks
up David’s story after the death of Saul and his sons. David
continued to submit to God’s timing even though the kingdom
was ripe for taking. David’s first official act as King was  honoring
Saul’s burial and laying the groundwork for an alliance with
Jabesh-gilead. 

H.E.A.R. Journal

HIGHLIGHT - Which chapter and verse numbers stand out to
you?

EXPLAIN – Why do you think this was written? How does it fit
with the verses before and after it? What do you think the Holy
Spirit intending to communicate through this text?

APPLY - What do you think this mean for us today? What do you
think God saying to you personally? How can you apply this
message to your life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to action?
How will you be different because of what you’ve learned? Write
out a prayer to God in response to what you read today:
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WEEK 17: April 25 - May 1st 
 

❏ DAY 2: 2 Samuel 3:1; 5; Psalm 23
The promise God had given through Samuel finally came to
pass as David was made king of Israel. As king, David wasted
no time displaying his zeal for God and his desire to destroy
the enemies of God’s people. In Psalm 23, David compared
the Lord to a benevolent shepherd who takes good care of
his sheep. David enjoyed perfect safety and abundant
blessings.
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APPLY - What do you think this mean for us today? What do
you think God saying to you personally? How can you apply
this message to your life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to
action? How will you be different because of what you’ve
learned? Write out a prayer to God in response to what you
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❏ DAY 3:  2 Samuel 6-7
David had been made king of Israel, brought Jerusalem into Israel’s
control, and made it the nation’s capital. God had told the Israelites
that his presence would dwell above the ark, a wooden chest
covered with gold. To honor the Lord as the true King over both
himself and Israel, David decided to bring the ark to Jerusalem.
David then began his reign as king with a series of battles. After
things settled down, he began to contemplate his situation in
Jerusalem, specifically, the presence of his palace and the absence
of a temple for God.
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❏ DAY 4: Psalm 18; 2 Samuel 9
Psalm 18 summarizes David’s life in the service of God. The Lord
brought David through many difficult situations. In 2 Samuel 9 we
see that David’s power increased each day, but he still missed the
friend of his youth, Jonathan. In this story, he sought for a way to
honor that friendship by honoring the last member of Jonathan’s
household.
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❏ DAY 5: 2 Samuel 11-12
Everything went David’s way in the early part of his reign as
king. He won victory after victory, and he won the hearts of his
people. In this chapter, however, he experienced his most
famous defeat. The previous chapter records David’s sin: his
adultery and his attempts to cover up his evil, ending with the
murder of an innocent man. This chapter records God’s
confrontation of David through the prophet Nathan, including
one of the Old Testament’s most striking parables. ⠀ 
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Who are some people you would consider enemies or rivals in your life?
What steps can you take to show respect and love to those people?
Why might David have felt hesitant to return to Judah? What emotions
do you feel when you return home after a long absence? Why is it
significant that David was only named king over the house of Judah?

Do you tend to seek power or run away from it?
What are some factors that prevent you from obeying God’s commands?
What keeps you from demonstrating a stronger level of faith in God’s
plan and power?
Praise God for the ways your cup overflows, and for the ways he pursues
you.

Many people believe that worshiping God must always be somber and
serious. This is not the case. Choose to spend time today doing
something you enjoy, something for which God has gifted you. As you
participate in that activity, express your joy to God as an act of praise.
When was the last time you felt compelled to pray? Which of God’s
promises are you relying on each day?

Is it easy or hard for you to say, “I love you, Lord”? When are you most
aware of God’s love for you?
Who has shown you kindness during a time when you needed it most?
To whom can you show kindness this week in God’s name?

Which of David’s actions in this section do you find most repulsive? Why?
What can we learn from this chapter about the way sin operates in our
hearts?
What are some other ways David could have dealt with this situation?
How can we resolve David’s actions in these verses with his earlier
commitment to justice and righteousness?

WEEK 17: APRIL 25 - MARCH 1ST 
FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION:

 
2 Samuel 1; 2:1-7

2 Samuel 3:1; 5; Psalm 23

2 Samuel 6-7

Psalm 18; 2 Samuel 9

2 Samuel 11-12
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