
❏ DAY 1:  1 Samuel 1-2

WEEK 15: APRIL 11-17 

The book of 1 Samuel begins near the end of the time
described in the book of Judges. In this chapter, we meet a
barren woman named Hannah whose life was changed when
she brought her burdens before the Lord. This section
includes a song of praise and thanks from Hannah. It also
reveals why Samuel’s presence was a necessary addition to
God’s house.

H.E.A.R. Journal

HIGHLIGHT - Which chapter and verse numbers stand out to
you?

EXPLAIN – Why do you think this was written? How does it fit
with the verses before and after it? What do you think the Holy
Spirit intending to communicate through this text?

APPLY - What do you think this mean for us today? What do
you think God saying to you personally? How can you apply
this message to your life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to action?
How will you be different because of what you’ve learned?
Write out a prayer to God in response to what you read today:
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❏ DAY 2: 1 Samuel 3; 8
Eli was a member of the Levite tribe, descended through the
priestly line of Aaron and Ithamar. Yet God communicated to
Samuel that Eli’s heritage would not protect him from
judgment. Since the exodus from Egypt, the nation of Israel
had lived without a king. After the chaotic period of the
judges, however, the people decided they needed a leader to
rule over them.
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HIGHLIGHT - Which chapter and verse numbers stand out to
you?

EXPLAIN – Why do you think this was written? How does it fit
with the verses before and after it? What do you think the
Holy Spirit intending to communicate through this text?

APPLY - What do you think this mean for us today? What do
you think God saying to you personally? How can you apply
this message to your life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to
action? How will you be different because of what you’ve
learned? Write out a prayer to God in response to what you
read today:
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❏ DAY 3:  1 Samuel 9-10
Once it was determined the Israelites would have their king, the
task switched to finding the right person. Samuel, always seeking
God’s direction, was given guidance on this as well. The private
promises made to Saul in 9:1–10:8 resulted in a public
presentation of Saul as God’s choice to lead Israel as king. Not
surprisingly, the people reacted with varying degrees of support
and skepticism.
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HIGHLIGHT - Which chapter and verse numbers stand out to
you?

EXPLAIN – Why do you think this was written? How does it fit
with the verses before and after it? What do you think the Holy
Spirit intending to communicate through this text?

APPLY - What do you think this mean for us today? What do you
think God saying to you personally? How can you apply this
message to your life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to action?
How will you be different because of what you’ve learned? Write
out a prayer to God in response to what you read today:
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❏ DAY 4: 1 Samuel 13-14
Saul had led the Israelites to a great victory over the
Ammonites. In this chapter, he faced a new threat: the
Philistines. And he also learned that being king was a lot harder
than it seemed. We also see Jonathan, the kings son, who was
eager to test his courage and gain a sense of his strength. 
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you think God saying to you personally? How can you apply this
message to your life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to action?
How will you be different because of what you’ve learned? Write
out a prayer to God in response to what you read today:
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❏ DAY 5: 1 Samuel 15-16
Just a few chapters earlier, Samuel anointed Saul as God’s
choice to be king over the Israelites. In this section, we see
the beginning of the end for Saul’s reign as king. Because of
Saul’s disobedience, Samuel told the king that his kingdom
would be torn from him and given to another. So, with God’s
guidance, Samuel went looking for a new king.
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you think God saying to you personally? How can you apply
this message to your life?

RESPOND - In what ways does this passage call you to
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learned? Write out a prayer to God in response to what you
read today:
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What is currently causing you grief or bitterness? What steps do you
need to take in order to hand over your burdens to God?
Who in your life has permission to tell you when you’re messing up?
What’s a pattern of behavior you need to repent of today?

Who are people in your life who need to better understand how to
connect with God and hear his direction? What steps can you take to
help connect with God in a more meaningful way?
What were some of the reasons the Israelites gave throughout this
chapter for wanting a king? What do these verses teach us about
God? What’s a goal you’ve been striving for simply because others
around you have already achieved it?

What evidence do you see that Saul’s journey was more than a series
of coincidences? How do you anticipate Samuel will feel about
meeting Saul and his servant?
What is causing you to hide from God’s will? What are you currently
doing to encourage the gifts and callings of others?

Look back to 1 Samuel 8:19-22 in order to see what the Israelites
expected Saul to accomplish as their king. How do Saul’s actions in
the early portion of chapter 13 match with those expectations?
How can we tell the difference between having faith and being
foolish?

What is Samuel’s basic criticism of Saul? How did Saul respond to that
criticism? Why might Samuel have mourned for Saul?
Who tells you the truth about your spiritual life? Your personal life?
For what sins do you need to repent today?

WEEK 15: April 11-17
FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION:

 
1 Samuel 1-2

1 Samuel 3; 8

1 Samuel 9-10

1 Samuel 13-14

1 Samuel 15-16
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