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Greetings O Favored Ones!            In looking at old photos recently, I was 

remembering the stage when our children lost the baby teeth we waited for 

when they were, well, babies. Losing a tooth is a milestone in itself, but I hadn’t 

realized how impacting it was until I watched my children’s mouths change. 

There was some great wisdom and insight passed onto me when I observed 

what happened when that very first tooth fell out. For one of our boys, Nestor, 

the loss was huge. He remarked, “Everything is different. I look different. I 

don’t want other people to see me. It makes me sad.” Losing something that is 

a part of you forces you to change and it alters you forever.  

Loss goes beyond teeth and affects us in a multitude of ways. The Advent and 

Christmas season is one of the hardest and most challenging times of the year, 

especially for those who have experienced a loss. It is a season that brings 

shorter and darker days. Winter and cold set in and for those who have  

experienced a loss, there can be deep grief. Loss can mean many things; the 

death of a loved one, going through a divorce or relationship break up, moving 

to a new place or grieving the loss of good friends who have moved away, a 

change or loss in jobs, failing health or illness, or even being bullied at school 

or work. Studies show that depression and suicide rates hit an “all-time high” 

during the month of December. The reality is, the holidays bring about  

memories of people we lost or experiences we had.  

Like my son’s lost tooth, there is an empty space where something used to be. 

It’s hard to move beyond that empty space and often our memories bring us 

back to what once was. During the holiday season, the loss and grief we  

experience, regardless of how long it’s been, comes back to us, stinging us like 

it did when it first happened.  

When Nestor lost that first tooth, his mouth had to make way for the bigger, 

adult tooth coming in. The truth is, we can’t stop the loss, no matter what it is 

because it simply happens, even when we don’t want it to. We won’t look or 

feel the same because we are different.  

Yet, something new comes forth from underneath. Change is always uncom-

fortable and hurts, but something different emerges from within. We become 

different people and God continues to mold and shape us. Our experience of 

loss & grief provides us with an opportunity to see things with different lenses.  

There have been many times in Old Testament readings we have heard about 

God’s loss. God’s story has reminded us that God grieves the loss of the  

people he created when they go their own way, when they run away from him, 

when they worship other gods, when they complain, and when they simply  

forget his great love for them. God spends a lot of time trying to figure out 

how to get them back. Advent and Christmas is God at work preparing the 

world for a change, for something different, something new. The old world can 
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no longer continue as it has been.  

So, God surprises us with something that is Good News and scares the living 

daylights out of Mary: a baby. J God breaks into our world with a child, his 

child so that we might remember we are not alone, and he loves us to the very 

core of who we are. God’s story is full of loss and grief and promise. God 

promises to be with us and through the birth of Immanuel, births the meaning 

of “God with us”.  

The Good News this Advent and Christmas season is that God’s story con-

nects to our own. When we are experience loss, God finds us and when we 

grieve, God comforts us. When we are in our darkest hour, God brings us light 

so that we can see. God graces us with a community that surrounds us and fills 

the space with love and support as something new emerges. God does this 

through Jesus’ love, grace and presence.  

As we all know, the Christ Child walked a life-long journey which involved 

loss, grief, and pain, but out of that came new life, Good News and hope for 

us. As the new tooth emerged from my oldest son’s gums, a new smile came 

too. I look at those photos and remember that all along life’s way, the loss of 

teeth is just the first loss of many. As he grows in years, he is becoming the 

child of God that God has created him to be. I think we all are, wouldn’t you 

agree? May God bless you this Advent and Christmas season as we prepare our 

hearts and minds to receive the Christ Child. May he surprise us with wonder, 

light, hope, comfort, peace and most of all, love.  In Christ,  Pastor Emily   

http://www.saintmark.info/
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12 Nicholas Arnold 

20 Jorge Chavez-Mena 

23   Bev Kisch 

24   Divine Togba 

25  Kendra Stevens 

30 Robert Maiden 

P a r i s h  B o a r d  U p d a t e  We met on November 4th and discussed: 
▪ The importance of updating the Constitution and By-Laws at both congregations.  

We will use the expertise of the Saint Paul Area Synod to assist us with this task and 

work toward having a more realistic set of working documents. 

▪ We hired a new janitor (Rosalia Montero) and she will provide custodial support to 

both our church and Saint Luke. 

▪ We will continue our conversations with the other shared ministry sites within the 

Saint Paul Area Synod to learn from one another. 

▪ Beginning in January of 2020 we will have Shared Worship with Saint Luke on the 

last Sunday of each month, staggering the locations of these services.  Details will 

always be shared in our weekly bulletins as well as on our website.  Saint Luke will 

host the odd numbered months and Saint Mark the even numbered months. 

▪ We would like to pursue publishing a shared photo directory in 2020 and we will be 

looking for a small group of volunteers to research this. 

▪ Both churches will re-ignite their prayer chains. Pr Emily will facilitate this process. 

▪ We will be looking for new Parish Board members to serve in 2020, please let Pas-

tor know if you are interested in serving. 

O p e r a t i o n  C h r i s t m a s  C h i l d  
On Sunday Nov 17th, the Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes were 
blessed by Pastor Emily and the children of the congregation.  Between 
St Mark, St Luke & the friends of St Mark, we packed & delivered 
191 shoeboxes to be sent around the world for children in need. 

Thank you all for your generosity in supporting this important mission of Samaritan’s 
Purse by packing a shoebox, providing items & helping to cover the cost of shipping. 

C a p i t a l  C a m p a i g n  /  H o l i d a y  B o u t i q u e  
The Capital Campaign began with a Feasibility Committee in 2003 and then an Ad 

Hoc Committee in 2004. The Capital Campaign Fund typically raises funds in three 

ways for capital campaign projects. 1) Congregation contributions, 2) November 

Boutique, and 3) Anniversary Celebration. Through these funds we have added an 

elevator lift, remodeled the bathrooms, renovated the parsonage bathroom as well as 

many other improvements to the church & parsonage. The Capital Campaign fund is 

also responsible for our Christian Education Director’s salary and for emergency repairs 

to the church or for unexpected equipment that is needed. During the past year we paid  

$645.90 for the Christian Education Director’s salary.   

We raised money at the November Boutique by renting space to 25 vendors. We also  
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS CALENDAR 
In addition to our regular Sunday worship (8:30am at St Luke, 10am at St Mark),  

please mark the following services of Advent and Christmas services down on your calendars! 

   Sunday December 1st at St. Mark (10a) a Hanging of the Greens service 

   Sunday December 8th at St. Luke (7p) a service of Advent 

   Sunday December 15th at St. Luke (10a) a service including the children 

   Tuesday December 17th at St. Mark (7p) a service of Advent Quiet 

   Tuesday December 24th at St. Mark (4:30p)candlelight Christmas Service  

   Tuesday December 24th at St. Luke (6:15p) candlelight Christmas Service 

   Wednesday December 25th at St. Luke (9a) Lay led Christmas Day Service 

   Sunday December 29th at St. Mark (9:30a) a Shared Worship Service  
        “Cookies of the Past, Hopes for our Future” you are invited to come in your   
               pajamas, bring the Christmas cookies you can no longer eat! 

A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  U p d a t e  

Following Worship on Sunday November 24th, we held our Annual Meeting.  24 peo-

ple were in attendance.We reviewed our financial status, council reports, Pastor provide 

her update & we approved the budget for 2020 as well as electing new council mem-

bers. Currently our Constitution requires us to have a council of 8 members and we had 

four individuals agree to take on new roles so that some of the positions remain open. 

As of 1/1/20 the new council will include President: Jackie Brueggemann; Vice Presi-

dent: Dianne Testa; Treasurer: Mary Miller and Congregational Liaison: Nancy Redlin. 

The open positions are: Worship, Education, Property & Council Secretary. Please con-

sider taking on one of these roles. We would like to respectfully thank the tireless work 

of those individuals going off of the council for their dedication to Saint Mark: Eric Mi-

chelson (outgoing President); Don Clark (outgoing Property Chair) and Larry Raasch 

(outgoing Worship Chair).  Thank you so very much from all of us  

sold items at Bob’s Attic, the Café, Bakery & a Raffle. In 2018 we raised $1,978. 

The 63rd Anniversary Celebration was held at DeGidio’s on Feb. 10th. We enjoyed a 

delicious Italian dinner, our entertainment was The Autumn Serenade & we raffled off 

some wonderful prizes. Twenty-five attended & we raised $310. 

During the past year we received $2,172.03 in donations to the Capital Campaign Fund. 

We welcome and encourage donations to this fund as it always needs to be replenished. 

The balance in the checking account is $7,622.40 
 

The Boutique Committee thanks everyone who worked so hard to make the Holiday 

Boutique a great success. Over 200 people attended. Thanks to everyone who helped 

with set up, clean up, worked during the sale, donated delicious baked goods, raffle 

prizes, purses and items for Bob's Attic.  We took in $4,450.  After all the bills are paid 

our profit should be around  $4000.         Respectfully submitted, Bonnie Jellinek 



S U N  M O N  T U E  

1 Hanging of the Greens 
10:00 Worship Service 

11:00a Fellowship 

12p The Way Church 

6p Capital City Church 

2 3 

6:00pm AA 

8  
10:00a Worship Service 

11:00a Fellowship 

12p The Way Church 

6p Capital City Church 

7p St Luke Advent Service 

9 
Square Dancing 

7:00-9:00pm 

10 

6:00pm AA 

 

 

15 at St. Luke 
10:00 Children’s Service 

11:00a Fellowship 

12p The Way Church 

6p Capital City Church 

16 
Square Dancing 

7:00-9:00pm 

17 
6:00pm AA 

Service of Advent Quiet 

7:00pm 

22  
10:00a Worship Service 

11:00a Fellowship 

12p The Way Church 

6p Capital City Church 

23 
Square Dancing 

7:00-9:00pm 

 

24 Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Christmas 

Service  

4:30p (St Mark)

6:15pm (St. Luke) 

29  
9:30a Joint Svc w/St Luke 

11:00a Fellowship 

12p The Way Church 

6p Capital City Church 

30 
Square Dancing 

7:00-9:00pm 

 

31 
6:00pm AA 
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W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

4 

9:30am Bible Study 

(at St. Luke) 

7pm AA OMD 

5 6 

 
 

 

7 
 

 

11 
9:30am Bible Study 

(at St. Luke) 

7pm AA OMD 

12 

 

13 

 
 

 

14 

 
 

18 
9:30am Bible Study 

(at St. Luke) 

7pm AA OMD 

19  20 
 

21 
 

25 Christmas 
Lay led Christmas 

Day Service 

9:00am 

26 
 

27 28 
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