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Dear Friends of St. Mark and St. Luke,  

After realizing I submitted my newsletter the day of the COVID 19 outbreak, I had to 

re-think and update things based on our new reality. I too, feel the world has been 

turned upside down and navigating my days without a clear direction has been very 

difficult. It has been hard for all of us; we have entered uncharted waters. I have been 

praying for all of you morning, noon and night, because I believe and know that we 

can only get through these challenging days with God and each other.  

I hold to the scripture from Romans 8:38-39: 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to sepa-

rate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

This is Good News! 

Oddly enough, the COVID 19 pandemic is happening during the season of Lent. 

These forty days are moments in which we are called to intentionally refocus and redi-

rect our lives to God. Lent is my favorite season of the church year because the heart 

of it lies in the journey to the cross. This new COVID 19 pandemic journey feels like 

a long road ahead of us where we cannot see the end in sight. There is a lot of uncer-

tainty and we know that there will be sickness, despair, sadness, loneliness, fear, anxie-

ty, and death. My guess is this is exactly how Jesus felt at times throughout his minis-

try, but he did this for one reason; so that nothing could separate us from the love of 

God. Again, this is Good News!  

Everything I love about Lent, I won’t be able to experience in our physical buildings 

in the near future; music played and sung in minor keys,  the color purple on the altar, 

and mid-week Wednesday night soup suppers and singing the Holden Evening Prayer 

during worship together. These days in which we are separated by distance, but not by 

Spirit, continue to be central to our Lenten journey because they focus on the move-

ment towards the cross and the resurrection. Easter is where we are headed because 

we are resurrection people!  

Holy Week will look different this year because we are not physically together, but I 

ask that you still walk with our communities on-line or via phone. Please remember, 

when using Zoom, if you do not have a computer you can dial in via phone and par-

ticipate. I will send this information in an email blast and as a Facebook message. We 

will journey through Holy Week together and yes, we will celebrate Palm Sunday, 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Christ’s resurrection on Easter morning.  

The COVID 19 pandemic will not stop us from being resurrection people. In fact, it  
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gives us a bigger voice as we cry out in the midst of our struggle. Death does not 

have the last word. Nothing can separate us from the love God has for us. COVID 

19 is not the end of the story, but is part of our story. The ways we move through 

this narrative are a part of what will shape us as people of God. The Spirit has been 

hard at work and the Good News is reaching into places we never imagined.  

I encourage you to make time to celebrate and participate in these Holy Days which 

lie ahead. Jesus will show us where we are going. Jesus will make sure we are not 

alone because nothing can separate us from the love Jesus has for us. As we are 

reminded in the Holden Evening Prayer; the light shines in the darkness and the 

darkness will not overcome it.  

Oh, and by the way, we’ll celebrate Easter twice this year. On Easter Sunday, April 

12th, the first Easter celebration will take place ON-LINE/PHONE using the on-

line application Zoom . The “second” Easter will be celebrated when we return to 

worshiping together in our physical spaces, whenever that will be. At this point, we 

do not know when that will be, but please stay tuned as I and the St. Luke and St. 

Mark councils discern when it is safe to return to our congregational buildings. 

Thanks for your understanding.  

Please keep our congregations in your prayers as we continue to seek new ways of 

being the church while being distanced from each other.   

May God bless and keep you as we journey together towards the Easter celebration 

and season,  Pastor Emily   

http://www.saintmark.info/
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W o r s h i p  &  O f f e r i n g  d u r i n g  C O V I D - 1 9  

Our in person services at St Mark have been suspended 

indefinitely, which includes all of Holy Week, Palm Sun-

day, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday (including the 

Crosswalk) and Easter Sunday. For this reason, we want 

to reach out to each one of you and let you know that 

you are all our family. If there is anything that you are in need of, please 

let us know so that during these times we can support one another. You 

may leave a message on the church phone (651 224-0228) or reach out to 

Jackie Brueggemann via e-mail at jackieb1140@gmail.com. 

During this time, while we are not meeting, the church still has bills and 

staff to pay. If you are accustomed to placing your offering into the offer-

ing plate each week, you are free to mail in your offering. Please send it to 

Jackie Brueggemann, 707 Mercer Street, Saint Paul, MN  55102 or consid-

er giving online. One way to do this is quite simple if you have a 

smartphone.  You will need to download the app Give+ . It is free and 

connected to our church and our bank account.   

Once you select the app, search by zip code (55102), select our church 

and create your account. It is very easy to do, but if interested and have 

any questions, please feel free to reach out to Jackie Brueggemann at 

(612) 709-3793 for assistance. Thanks so much for keeping St Mark in 

your prayers as we are all in this together. 

We will continue to keep all of you updated via e-mail and through our 

Facebook page. 

S t .  M a r k  C a l e n d a r  

Thank you for your commitment, support and flexibility during this 

uniquely challenging period of confronting the Coronavirus. 

We continue to monitor pubic health changes as they arise and will update 

via email, Facebook and our website with any changes to our Calendar.  

Thank you for doing your part in keeping our community safe. 

mailto:jackieb1140@gmail.com
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Easter Lilies and other Spring Flowers were planned to  

enhance our Easter Morning Service. 

However, as we were not able to be together, plants will be distributed to those 

that intended to place the flowers in our sanctuary in memory of  loved ones. 

 

Placed by: In Memory of: 

Gary and Jackie Brueggemann Robert and Betty Wells 
Walt and Marianne Brueggemann 

David Wells 
Bob Wells Jr. 

Eric Rivers 
Mary Fashner 

Doug & Theresa Dupont,  
Kathy McGuire 

All of the loved ones we are missing 

Ron Fogel Linda Fogel 

Terry and Laurie Ford and Family John Ford & his beloved dog Winston 

Fran Hillier Loved Ones 

Mike and Bonnie Jellinek Donna DeMike 
Cyndi, Kirk and Alex Winter 

Corrine and Al Burdash 
Ann Jellinek 

Merry Fragomeni 

Sharon Johnson Loved Ones 

Kathie Klemetson Loved Ones 

Karen Larson Russell Volkman and Grandparents 

Myra Larson Warren, Michael, Mom & Dad 

Martha Mena & Tony Aramburo Pedro Aramburo 

Melissa Michelson Linda Fogel 

Mary Miller Ann and Helmy Miller 

Larry Raasch Bert and Ladell Raasch 
Doug Raasch 

Linda Robinson Loved Ones 



G e r t e n ’ s  S p r i n g  P l a n t  S a l e  

We are still planning to hold our Gertens Spring Plant Sale. Orders are 

due April 21st and will be delivered to church Sat morning, May 16th. 

I have the picture brochures and the order forms. Let me know if you 

would like to participate and I’ll send you the order form and bro-

chure. You can either contact me at bonniejell@aol.com or call (612-

270-1770). Please return the order form with your check made payable 

to St. Mark Lutheran Church and mail to:   

Bonnie Jellinek/15 Luella Street South/St. Paul MN 55119 

If you have any questions, please contact me.  ~Bonnie 

P a r i s h  B o a r d  U p d a t e  

Due to the impact of the Covid-19 restrictions the following report will 

only include information unchanged by the restrictions.  

▪ Worship Schedule Options – When we are able to worship in our 

sanctuaries again, we will resume the “Worship Schedule” discussion.  

Options have been created to allow Pastor Emily more time with the 

St. Luke congregation after worship as well as address the worship 

needs of other congregations that use our spaces.    

▪ These options will be displayed and times will be set aside for conver-

sation at each church individually as well as together at a shared service. 

▪ Photo Directory – We had targeted an early fall date for the new 

“shared” directory.   Although there is work that the “photo directory” 

committee can do while we await the lessening of meeting restrictions, 

our time frame may need to be adjusted.  We do have two volunteers 

from St. Mark who have volunteered to work on the project.  They are 

Bonnie Jellinek and Dianne Testa.  At this point we are still waiting for 

project volunteers from St. Luke.  At our meeting Nancy volunteered 

to be the liaison between the project committee and the Parish Board.   

▪ June Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation – Pastor 

Emily reported that she knows of 7 people so far that are interested in 

going.   At the time of the PB meeting St. Mark’s council had not yet 
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met to discuss the St. Mark involvement.  The cost of the trip is $500 

per person.  Pastor Emily and Pastor Joanne would lead the event.   

Provided restrictions have been lifted, a spaghetti dinner in early May 

could be held to help supplement the dinner.  Pastor Emily felt that we 

could tap into some of our mission investment funds for this event.  

Nancy mentioned that we will need to review each of our insurance 

provisions to ensure we are in compliance with stated requirements.   

▪ The Bishop has suggested that St. Luke and St. Mark partner with the 

synod for a 6 Month “Congregational Coaching” project.  The cost for 

each congregation and the synod is $850.  St. Luke’s council had al-

ready met and approved the project.  Although St. Mark’s council had 

not yet met at the time of the PB meeting, Jackie and Dianne did meet 

with Bishop Lull prior to the St. Mark council meeting and were satis-

fied with the merits of the project and have thus signed the contract.  

More information regarding this project will be forthcoming.   

▪ We also discussed various aspects of Holy Week but due to the Covid

-19 restrictions all Holy Week services will be held on-line with email 

blasts communicating the specifics.   

▪ Our next PB meeting will be an on-line meeting held April 6 at 6:30.      

 

O u r  V i r t u a l  W o r s h i p  

 

A p r i l  B i r t h d a y s  

18 Travis Geib  19 Marlys Schaefer  24 John Cook   
           28 Marty Brueggemann     28 Pastor Emily Rova-Hegener 



O u r  L e n t e n  F a s t  f r o m  H o l y  C o m m u n i o n  

Some of you have asked if we could do “drive thru” or virtual communion. 

At this point, we are being advised against this by the head office of the 

ELCA bishop in Chicago. The reasons why are as stated:  

"This disruption may actually be of benefit to us. The world has hit the pause 

button and now we have time to reflect more deeply on the evangelical un-

derstanding of the Word that was recovered during the Reformation. Jesus 

Christ is the Word of God incarnate. The proclamation of God’s message to 

us as both law and gospel is the Word of God. The canonical Scriptures of 

the Old and New Testaments are the written Word of God. The question 

should be turned around from, “How do we receive Holy Communion?” to 

“How does the Word of God come to us and how do we receive the Word 

of God?” God comes to us in all these ways and is really present. Holy Com-

munion is not the only way that the Word of God is communicated—it’s not 

even the preeminent way that the Word of God is communicated.  

This disruption also gives us the time and space to examine our understand-

ing of and practices around Holy Communion. Some will remember times 

when communion was celebrated once a month. Now we have done such a 

good job of encouraging our people to receive the sacrament more frequently 

that many, if not most, of our congregations have weekly communion! Of 

course, the pandemic-forced physical distancing has interrupted this practice. 

But it hasn’t separated us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:39). 

We don’t know how long this pandemic will last, but it won’t last forever.  

Fasting from Holy Communion for a time might be a good discipline. This 

absence makes God’s presence more profound. During this limited fast we 

might become more aware of God’s presence around us and in creation in 

ways that we have never noticed before. Even in times when a community 

cannot gather to share the sacrament, Jesus shows up, and we are still part of 

the body of Christ. “The Use of the Means of Grace” reminds us that Holy 

Communion takes place in the assembly (Principle 39). We recommend that 

we do not urge people to employ virtual communion, that deacons, pastors, 

and bishops use this time as a teaching moment about the Lutheran under-

standing of the Word of God, and that we make use of the Service of the 

Word and Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, Night Prayer and Responsive 



Prayer. Let us spend time in scripture study, pray for each other, and contact 

others regularly by phone, email or social media." 

So, we will continue forward holding God's Word and make this our Lenten 

fast. What a joyous day it will be when we will share in this meal again!  

Are you bored & needing something to do during shelter-in-place? 

Why not send a card or call one of our shut-ins? Many are seeking to connect 

with others during these days of isolation. Please email secretary@saintmark.info 

& we can connect you to someone, along with their number and address.  

Opportunities to Connect: 

• Talk-O Tuesday from 10-11 on the Zoom! Please join us for a time of 

checking in with our people from St. Luke and St. Mark 

• Bible Study will continue & start up again on Wednesdays at 9:30am. You 

can Zoom and dial directly into our group meeting. Email blast to follow! 

Last, but not least…WE NEED YOUR OFFERING SO WE CAN KEEP DOING 

OUR MINISTRY TO THE COMMUNITY & WORLD!!! THANK YOU!!!! 

Please remember that our congregations continue to minister to the community 

& world every single day. Your offerings are important & vital as we carry out 

God’s mission. You can give by mailing in your check to the church. Please stay 

tuned as to how we will continue to offer new platforms for giving directly to 

our ministry at St. Mark & St. Luke. Thank you for the financial gifts you have 

given. We are deeply grateful & blessed by these gifts! THANK YOU!!!!!!!!   
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Here’s a fun piece written about one way to see these days of social distancing: 

And the people stayed home.  They read books, and listened, and rested and exer-
cised and made art, and played games, and learned new ways of being, and were 
still. They listened more deeply.  Some meditated, some prayed, some danced and 
some met their shadows. 

And the people began to think differently. 

And the people healed and in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, 
mindless and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 

And when the danger had passed, the people joined together again. They grieved 
their losses and made new choices. They dreamed new images and created new 
ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they had been healed.      --Kitty O’Meara 
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