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When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 

went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 

where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 

his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Matthew 2:10-11 

Happy Epiphany AND Happy New Year! I’m sitting here writing and wondering 

where the last four months have gone! (I know, many of you are thinking about the 

last twelve months, but my life started in the US back in September, so that’s the 

calendar time frame for my brain!)  Time seems to fly by, the older I get. I would 

imagine many of you resonate with those feelings as well. 

While I’ve started to settle into life at St. Luke and St. Mark, I’ve had lots of epipha-

nies and “ah-ha” moments as I’ve learned lots of new things along the way. I can see 

how God continues to give me new chances to learn about myself & the people I get 

to minister alongside. As an educator, I am always finding ways to connect and make 

sense of the Good News of Christ every day because the love of God manifests itself 

in us in all sorts of ways. As I prepare for weekly worship, I love to incorporate the 

different ways we each approach God with openness, vulnerability and possibility.  

Last year, when I was a teacher in Year One at the International School of Oslo, I 

encountered a very diverse class. Fourteen of eighteen of my students didn’t speak 

English as their first language and I had to teach them the basics of reading. Learning 

the alphabet and the sounds associated with each letter  became the underlying force 

of the year. It became the building blocks of everything we did. At the beginning, it 

was really hard.  And I mean really hard.   

I taught the children from my own perspective and had to constantly remember that 

each one brought in their own perspective, shaped by their culture and language (or 

languages). When they walked into school each morning, I had to assess how they 

were feeling, what kind of night they had, and how open and ready they were to 

make sense of these basic foundations of learning.  

Some of my students had a hard time of sitting still and had lots of energy that was 

difficult to contain. Some loved to draw and doodle. Some wanted to experience 

things. Some could pay attention for long periods of time and others could barely 

hold onto a sentence before they were onto the next thing. It was my job to connect 

as best I could, to look at the range and approach of how they learned and find ways 

to help them be the best they could be. That became my mantra for the year, as I 

wanted them to be the best of who they could be, honoring who they were each day 

along with challenging and loving them. 

As I got to know them, I had daily epiphanies as I discovered new ways to help them 

make connections in their learning. Throughout that year, they taught me how to be 

a better teacher and ultimately, pastor. The most significant “ah-ha” moment was 

recognizing how we learn in different ways. It reminded me that with the view of the 

church in mind, God made each of us different & we connect to scripture, worship, 
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learning, fellowship, and life in all unique ways. Holding this epiphany in my hand 

and remembering that we all approach church life & worship from a different per-

spective, I am excited about our future. I will learn from you what is central to your 

identity as people of God & together, we will use God’s Word and look for the ways 

to continually connect it to our faith in daily life. If we do that, it will shape how we 

listen & the ways we’ll respond to the needs of each other and the community.  

Epiphany is the ah-ha moment for the world, but especially the Magi. The world 

isn’t the same any more after they see the baby (actually toddler) Jesus. Epiphany is 

the day we remember that Jesus has come to us to break into our hearts & minds 

and love us more than we can imagine. He is our great teacher, the one who looks at 

us with loving eyes, wants the best for us and for us to be our best every single day.  

My guess is that as we (St. Luke and St. Mark and myself as pastor) get to know each 

other we will have lots of epiphany or ah-ha moments. These good moments will 

ultimately drive us forward to our common goal of share the good news of God’s 

love in Jesus Christ with our community and with the world. These good moments 

will help us to discern a shared vision of God’s mission in the 7th Street corridor 

and grow disciples of Jesus Christ. These good moments will bring joy and gratitude 

and deepen our faith in the one who loves us more than we can ever imagine.  

I want for all of us to be the best we can be, together. I will honor who you are, will 

love you, challenge you, rejoice with you, and walk the road by your side. I hope and 

pray you will do the same.  

May God bless and keep you as we begin this new year and season of life together. 

Epiphany Blessings, In Christ,  Pastor Emily   

http://www.saintmark.info/
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10 Melanie Wood 

11 Ramona Nelson 

15 Ron Fogel 

16   Nathan Arnold 

18   Dianne Testa 

19   Bonnie Jellinek 

26  Geraldine Salzwedel 

28  Jerry Smith 

29  Elena Mena 

U n d i e  S u n d a y   
Beginning 1/5 and throughout the month of January, we will be gathering 

items for “The Drawer” (as we have done in the past).  On Sunday January 

26th, when we will be in shared worship with St Luke, we will celebrate 

“Undie Sunday” with them and bring along all of our donations. This year 

they are in particular need of:  Boys & Girls small & medium socks; toddler 

socks and women’s socks. (NO Men’s socks are needed this year).   

Thank you for your generosity. 

C e n s u s  C o u n t e r s  N e e d e d :   

In early February (date to be determined) a representative from the US 

Census will be at our time of fellowship to share details about  

becoming a census taker. The job pays $22-$27.50/hour depending 

upon the county as well as mileage.  Please speak with the representa-

tive, Greg if you are interested. 
 

O u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n :   

Our Church Constitution and By Laws have been updated to meet the 

new Synod Standards.  We will have a meeting in the New Year to re-

view the changes, please watch for more details. 

 

We currently don’t have a Secretary for our Church Council during 

2020.  It’s pretty easy; you just have to attend the Council meeting the 

third Thursday of the month at 6:30pm, take notes, and generate the 

minutes for the meeting.  It helps if you have a laptop to take notes 

“real time,” but it’s not necessary.   

Please contact Jackie Brueggemann if you are interested! 
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SHARED WORSHIP CALENDAR 
Starting in 2020, we will be sharing worship  

once a month together between St. Luke and St. Mark!  

This is exciting as we build on the relationships we have with each other,  

worship together, praise God and share the gifts we have been blessed with.  

Shared worship will happen on the last Sunday of the month,  

regardless of whether it is a fourth or fifth Sunday.  

The 2020 schedule for the Sunday mornings looks like this: 

  January 26th: 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @ St. Luke 

  February 23rd : 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @St. Mark  

  March 29th: 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @St. Luke 

  April 26th: 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @St. Mark  

  May 31st: 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @St. Luke 

  June 28th: 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @ St. Mark 

  July 26th: 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @ St. Luke 

  August 30th: 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @ St. Mark 

  September 27th: 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @St. Luke 

  October 25th: 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @St. Mark 

  November 29th: 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @ St. Luke 

  December 27th: 9:30 a.m. worship and fellowship @St. Mark 

The focus of these services will be to learn more about our individual 

congregations, build & strengthen relationships, and delight in the  

opportunity to share in worship and fellowship together.  

 

Pastor  Emily in  the of f ice  

Pastor Emily’s office schedule is Mon, Wed—St. Luke; Tue, Th—St. Mark 

St. Luke (651) 698-9443  ▪  St. Mark (651) 224-0228 



S U N  M O N  T U E  

   

5 10a Communion Svc 

11:00a Fellowship 
12p The Way Church 
6p Capital City Church 
 

Undie Sunday  
Collection begins 

6 
Parish Board 
6:30p (St. Luke) 

Square Dancing 

7:00-9:00pm 

7 

6:00pm AA 

 

 

12  
10:00 Worship Service 

11:00a Fellowship 

12p The Way Church 

6p Capital City Church 

13 
Square Dancing 

7:00-9:00pm 

14 
6:00pm AA 

 

 

19  
10:00a Communion Svc 

11:00a Fellowship 

12p The Way Church 

6p Capital City Church 

20 
Church Council 
10:00am 

Square Dancing 

7:00-9:00pm 

21  
6:00pm AA 

26 Shared Worship 
9:30a Service (@St Luke) 

11:00a Fellowship 

12p The Way Church 

6p Capital City Church 

27 
Square Dancing 

7:00-9:00pm 

Loaves & Fishes 

28 
6:00pm AA 
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W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

1 

9:30am Bible Study 

(at St. Mark) 

7pm AA OMD 

2 3 

 
 

 

4 
 

 

8 
9:30am Bible Study 

(at St. Mark) 

7pm AA OMD 

9 

6:30pm 
Cribbage Night 

 

10 

 
 

 

11 

2B2 event 

9am-noon 

 

15 
9:30am Bible Study 

(at St. Mark) 

7pm AA OMD 

16  17 
 

18 
 

22  
9:30am Bible Study 

(at St. Mark) 

7pm AA OMD 

23 
 

24 25 
Maker Space 

(at St. Luke) 

 

29  
9:30am Bible Study 

(at St. Mark) 

7pm AA OMD 

30 31  
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