
Calendar And Events

September 1: Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m. 
(Returning to Handke)

September 8: Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m., 
(Sunday School Orientation with Parents).

September 11: Student Ministries Leadership Training @ 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Church office. 

September 15 : Sunday Worship Service @ 
9:00 a.m. (Sunday School Begins). Note the 
change of worship service time. 

September 18: Student Ministries Parent Orientation @ 
6:00 - 7:30 p.m., Otsego Park.

September 22: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m. 
(Sunday School).

September 25: Student Ministries @ 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
Handke. 

September 29: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m. 
(Sunday School).

Looking Ahead

October 12 - Father Daughter Dinner
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Resource Highlights:

I Have Hidden Your Word
By Pastor Kevin
This book is designed to accompany Sunday 
School students preschool through grade 5. It 
outlines the Scripture memory program at GCF 
that coincides with their learning in Sunday 
School. This is a great companion for parents to 
follow up with your children at home and 
reinforce the lessons they are learning. There is 
also a section for worship songs and Bible skills. 

The Big Picture Story Bible
By David Helm

This is an excellent story Bible that emphasizes 
how the Bible is a continuous story that climaxes 
in the revelation of Jesus! In addition to being a 
great resource for children it is also a great 
resource to adults who will certainly learn a 
thing or two reading it to their kids. In fact, this 
may be the best first Bible any person of any 
age could read. 
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Family Ministries Upcoming Events

Wednesday Night, September 11th: All 9-12 
grade students are invited to the church office to 
spend a few hours with Pastor Kevin. Each 
student will receive leadership training that can 
be applied in the upcoming school year. We will 
spend time equipping students with a theology 
of leadership from Scripture and tracing out 
practical ways we would like to see them be 
applied in this school year. Please contact 
Pastor Kevin if your son/daughter would like to 
attend.  

Wednesday, September 18th: Our annual meeting is designed for parents and students to enjoy 
together. We will have some fun and learn about the plans for this upcoming year. We plan to meet 
at 6pm at Otsego park. Bring a snack to share. Water and some basic utensils like cups, plates and 
silverware will be available. Please let pastor Kevin know if you plan to attend by Monday, 
September 16th. It would be much appreciated. 

Family Registration Forms: If you have not filled 
out a Family Registration form for 2019-2020 
please be sure to do so. A link was sent to your 
email if you are in the GCF database. If you 
have not received the link to the online 
registration form please contact Pastor Kevin 
with your email. There will also be physical 
copies available on Sunday, September 8th at 
church. This information is used to create class 
rosters. All information is confidential. 

Parent Orientation, September 8th: Parents please plan to attend a brief meeting on Sunday, 
September 8th before the worship service at 9:00 a.m. The meeting will last about 30 minutes and 
will explain the 2019-2020 Sunday School efforts and how parents are expected to be involved. 
You will also have an opportunity to meet your child’s Sunday School teacher for the year. The 
meeting will be short enough for younger children needing supervision to participate in. 



     Blog - www.gcfmn.blogspot.com

5 Reasons Why Churches Should Have A Sunday 
School Program for their Kids

Scripture doesn’t command the church to have a 
Sunday School program for their children, believe 
it or not. Yet, given cultural considerations and 
some wisdom in applying the totality of Scripture 
GCF believes it is a good idea to have a Sunday 
School program for our children. Here are five 
reasons why that will help you understand how 
we think about this ministry. 

To Support Parents in making disciples

Jesus makes it clear that his church is devoted to 
making disciples. Scripture also makes it clear 
that parents are the ones who are primarily 
responsible for discipling their children (Psalm 
78:1-8). Thus, any good Sunday School program 
allows a pastor to effectively shepherd his flock 
by outlining a spiritual pathway forward for the 
children and youth to pursue. This is to be viewed 
by parents as one par t of their child’s 
discipleship. Parents should also view the 
program as an opportunity to be guided into the 
types of things they should prioritize in their 
child’s discipleship. This is why curriculum should 
be selected by pastors, not children’s directors. 
No offense to children’s directors. A pastor is 
called to select curriculum that addresses the 
spiritual formation that Scripture calls for. Parents 
who participate in a Sunday School program are 
allowing their pastor to do his job, to shepherd 
children and provide structure that helps parents 
fulfill their role in their children’s lives. 

Children are a potentially unreached people 
group.

I can get myself into hot water with this one but 
here it goes. Children come out of the womb 
knowing very little. Think about it, they must be 
taught everything, this includes chewing food. 
Come on, if children across the board don’t ...

Visit the GCF blog to continue reading

Ministry
Opportunities

A Prayer: 

Father in Heaven, you are the Almighty God who 
has knit each and every child together in their 
mother’s womb fearfully and wonderfully. You 
have not made any mistakes. You have woven 
strengths and weaknesses into the fabric of every 
single person who bears your image, which is 
every human who has been, is, and will be alive 
upon this earth. We thank you for every strength 
that you have bestowed our children and we 
thank you as well for every weakness and receive 
it as a gift. Forgive us for our faithlessness in 
despising the weakness you have given to our 
children. Forgive us for the ways we have refused 
it and seen it as a hindrance rather than an 
opportunity to learn to depend upon you and 
experience your sufficiency. We thank you for 
your forgiving grace in Christ and ask you to 
teach us to find contentment in our weaknesses so 
that your strength will be perfected in our kids. 
Teach our children to rejoice in the God who has 
made them and teach them to embrace their 
whole being as a gracious design from your 
loving hands that will enable them to come to 
know your power perfected in them. Keep them 
from boasting in their strengths and despairing in 
their weaknesses. Rather, by your spirit may they 
say from the depths of their being, to God alone 
be the glory! With hope in Christ, our great 
savior,

Pastor Kevin

Sunday School Substitute Teacher

Nursery Volunteer/Nursery 2 Volunteer


