
Calendar And Events

June 2: Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m., (No 
Sunday School). 

June 9: Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m., (No 
Sunday School).

June 16: Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m., (No 
Sunday School). Father’s Day

June 17: Manly Monday/Maiden Monday 
begins @ 9:30 a.m., Feder’s home. 

June 23: Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 
a.m., (No Sunday School). 

June 23: Church Picnic and Baptism @ 12:30 p.m.

June: 24: Manly Monday/Maiden Monday @ 9:30 
a.m., Feder’s home. (See page 2 for more details)

June 26-July 6: GCF Bike Ride/Fundraiser
 
June 29: Epic Slip and Slide @ 2:00 p.m., Aleckson’s 
home (Grades 6-12). 

June 30: Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m., (No 
Sunday School).

Looking Ahead: 

July 9-12: Junior High Summer JAM (See page 2 for 
more details). 
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Pastor Kevin: kevin@gcfmn.org

Resource Highlights:

Here are some good summer reads for our 
young people: 

Joni Eareckson Tada
At the age of 17 Joni Eareckson Tada’s life was 
immediately and drastically changed when she 
dove head first into the Chesapeake Bay and 
fractured her spine. This book tells the story of 
Joni’s excruciating battle of faith and how she 
learned to trust in the goodness of God after 
her horrible accident. 

7 Men And The Secret Of Their Greatness 
by Erick Metaxas 

By the way, Eric Metaxas has also completed 
the counterpart, 7 Women. Either would be an 
excellent read. 7 Men features about thirty 
pages on each man. If nothing else, this is an 
excellent introduction into the faithful lives of at 
least three men that every young Christian 
should be inspired by: William Wilberforce, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Eric Liddel. 
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Family Ministries Upcoming Events
Manly/Maiden Mondays 

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. -12:00p.m. 

Manly Mondays: All young men ages 10 and up are invited to join us for summer 
discipleship geared to young men.   Each gathering will be feature a Bible study 
and a manly activity or two as well as prizes, and snacks.   Cost:   $10.   Bring a 
Bible and a water bottle to each gathering.  

Gathering Dates: June 17 & 24, July 8, 15, 22, 29, August 12. These dates 
and times apply to both Manly and Maiden Mondays. Meets at the Feder’s  home 
in St. Michael. 

Maiden Mondays:   All young ladies ages 10 and up are 
invited to join us for exciting summer discipleship!   We will 
grow together as we explore biblical ideas for girls.  Become 
more confident and more devoted in reading the Bible with 
"how to" tools including an introduction to and weekly 
practice with phrasing.  We will spend time each Monday on 
the upcoming passage of 1 John.   Gatherings will include 
activities, games, prizes, and snacks.   Cost:   $10.   What to 
bring:  a Bible, colored pencils, and water bottle. 

Junior High Summer JAM: This is a week of spiritual disciplines 
designed to engage Junior High Students and those entering Junior High at GCF. 
Participants are asked to commit to the whole week if possible. We will focus on 
spiritual disciplines aimed at helping students develop a lifestyle of godliness. 
Meets Tuesday through Friday, July 9-12. Times vary each 
day. There is a bike trip and canoe trip on Thursday and Friday which will 
require an overnight on Thursday, July 11. Cost is $80 per participant and covers 
some food, gas, and overnight lodging. Sign up by Sunday, June 
30. 

Tuesday, July 9th
Time: 9am to 2pm

Location: Feder’s Home
Bible study, meditation and 

prayer. Lunch and an epic water 
fight also included. 

Wednesday, July 10th
Time: 8:30 am to 5 pm
Location: Church Office

A day of service. Service projects 
yet to be determined.  

Thursday, July 11th
Time: 8:00 a.m.

Location: Church Office
Physical activity. Heading to 
Lanesboro, MN for a day of 

biking in bluff country.

Friday, July 12th
Time: 8:30 a.m.

Location: Grace Church, 
Stewartville

A day of canoeing on beautiful 
Root River. Return home by 8pm.



The Father/Son Quest is designed to accomplish 
four main goals. First, it is designed to enthrall our 

hearts with a passion for the glory of God. Second, it 
is designed to strengthen the relationship you have with 
your son. Third, it is designed to strengthen the 
relationships you have with other like-minded believers 
in the church. And last, it is designed to give us all a 

clear understanding of manhood that we can pass onto 
the next generation of future men at GCF.

When will we go? July 25-28. If you cannot leave 
as early as Thursday you may travel up on Friday as 
well. 

What will we do? Camp, hike, skip rocks, climb, 
worship, fish, share testimonies, swim in the icy waters 
of Lake Superior, canoe, pass on a vision of manhood 
to our sons and bless them with a father’s blessing!

Where will we camp? Cascade River State Park.  
What if I do not have a son to bring? Please 

consider coming anyway. If you have a heart to mentor 

and invest in dads and the next generation of boys, 
you have a role to play.

Is there an age cut off? No. We strongly suggest 
campers be at least 7 years old. Many teens have 
participated in the past and it has been very fruitful for 
them and the group.

How Much Does It Cost? Cost is $30 per household 

and $30 per camper. This covers food, campsite, 
firewood, materials. No gas or park passes.

Theme: This year’s theme will be a continuation of 

last year’s theme: Character in Camping. We will focus 
on some Godly character traits modeled in Christ that 
camping helps us to embrace. 

Register by June 30. 
Notify Pastor Kevin and let him know who will be 

attending from your household. Upon registration you 
will receive further instructions.
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The Personal Nature of Nature

Christians are typically expected to refer to 
nature as creation, not nature. However, using 
nature twice in one title is just so much more 
catchy. It just seems like referring to trees or rivers 
as creation implies a creator. Lets face it, this 
offends any sensibility that seeks to obfuscate the 
obvious: that a tree got here somehow, probably 
by a creator. 

And here is the real kicker, if the tree got here by 
a creator then that creator is probably deserving 
of some real recognition. Like a hero who saves 
someones life, it wont be enough to recognize 
him or her by saying “thanks, here’s a gift card.” 
Isaac Watts got it right when he says in his hymn: 
“were the whole realm of nature mine, that be an 
offering far too small. Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my life, my love my all.” 

Now we are pressing into the heart of the issue. 
There is a personal connection that is implicit 
within creation. Just stop for a moment and let 
science instruct you. If you understood not just the 
visible beauty of a tree or river or mountain or 
animal or flower but understood how it came to 
be and how it fits into the whole it would be far 
more impressive. So much so that praise and 
worship would be the only appropriate response. 
Yet, praise and worship must be directed 
somewhere for it to be praise. To go a step 
further, if directed somewhere logic tells us that it 
must ultimately end up at someone. In other 
words, praise is always be personal. 

Thus, creation is personal. Have you ever stopped 
to think about this? Psalm 8 tells us of the 
discovery David makes upon looking at the stars. 

“When I look at your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have...

Visit the GCF blog to continue reading

Ministry
Opportunities

A Prayer: 

Father in heaven, we thank you for your 
everlasting love and your covenant to your 
people in Jesus Christ. We praise you that you 
have made yourself known to us through your 
Word, and we thank you for your word that 
reveals your truth and your character to us so that 
you can be known and we can respond to you in 
faith. You have made yourself known to us 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, who sits on the 
throne forever and rules the world in truth and 
justice and love forevermore. We thank you for 
your son and the gift of faith, through which we 
find forgiveness of sins and everlasting love. You 
have also made yourself known through your 
creation and we thank you for your creation that 
makes your otherwise invisible attributes visible to 
us. Your power, your love, your wisdom and your 
beauty are on display for us to see, touch, smell, 
and taste so that your glorious character will be 
perceived by your people. May it be a means by 
which you become personal to us, your people. 
We pray that we would seek many opportunities 
to enjoy your creation this summer. Give your 
people eyes to see you in it and through it. May 
your beauty around your people deepen our 
conviction of your goodness and may it 
strengthen our belief that you are God and that 
you are worthy of all of our worship. In Jesus 
name. AMEN

Manly/Maiden Mondays Helpers

Nursery volunteers

Junior High Summer JAM Chaperones


