
Calendar And Events

February 4: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m., 
Handke  (Agape Meal - No Sunday School).

February 7: Student Ministries Gathering at Handke 
6:30-8:45 p.m.

February 11: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m., 
Handke  (Sunday School).

February 14: Student Ministries Gathering at 
Handke 6:30-8:45 p.m.

February 17: Foundation Builders Parenting 
Class. Saturday Morning, 9:30-11:30 a.m. at the church 
office. See page two for more information on this class.

February 18: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m., 
Handke  (Sunday School).

February 21: Student Ministries Gathering at Handke 
6:30-8:45 p.m.

February 25: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m., 
Handke  (Sunday School).

February 28: Student Ministries Gathering at Handke 
6:30-8:45 p.m.
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Pastor Kevin: kevin@gcfmn.org; Claire Belknap (Nursery) claire.belknap@gmail.com

Memory Work

Pick up an updated copy of the 
Bible Memory program book 
tit led “I Have Hidden Your 
Word.” There will be some copies 
available at church or you can 
purchase them at Amazon.com. 

February (Catechism) : Questions 
13-15

The children will be memorizing 
catechism questions from The New 
City Catechism during Sunday 
School. You can pick up a copy at 
Amazon.com or download the free 
app. Parents are encouraged to 
go through the questions with their 
children at home.

Ministry
Opportunities

Nursery Helpers Needed: If you have a desire to 

serve the littlest people of GCF and their parents 

please contact Pastor Kevin or Claire Belknap for 

details on volunteering in our nursery.

Attention Babysitters: If you would like to babysit 

for a flat rate of $5 per hour on Saturday, March 3 

for the marriage seminar please contact Pastor 

Kevin. This ministry will help a married couple with 

kids to get out and enjoy some time together. 



Family Ministries Upcoming Events
Parenting Heart Issues 2: Saturday, February 17 

(9:30-11:30 am) Church Office

In this class we explore the heart issues of addiction and 
anxiety. Parents will be helped to see subtle ways children 
can be unintentionally  trained to form habits of addiction 
instead of sacrificial love. 

How Proverbs Help us Parent: Saturday, March 17 (9:30-11:30 am) Church Office

In this class we look to the wisdom contained in Proverbs to help parents connect with kids/teens who do 
not want to connect. How can parents make their appeal to kids winsomely  and with wisdom? Proverbs 
reveals a lot about the human nature and how parents can grow in the skill of connecting with their kids 
or teens in meaningful ways. 

Marriage Seminar - Do You Hear What I Hear?
Saturday, March 3

Sometimes it is the small, practical, day to day 
realities in marriage that make it better or bitter. We 
invite married couples to join our first ever marriage 
seminar: Do You Hear What I Hear. This seminar is 
designed to equip  you and your spouse to speak and 
listen well in your relationship. Couples are 
encouraged to go out for dinner following the teaching 
and then invited to go bowling (if possible) after 
dinner. The session will be led by Pastor Charlie and 
Pastor Kevin and useful exercises will be provided. 
Tickets will be on sale for $10 per couple on February 
11, 18, and 25. 

Wednesday, February 7
Kingdom and Work - Guest speaker is Jon Shannon. 
He will be available for an interview with the students 

about his career and God’s kingdom.

Wednesday, February 14
Biblical view of love, marriage and romance - Students 
are swimming in a sea of worldly ideas of love. We will 
spend our time asking and answering questions from 
a panel of married couples about love and marriage. 

Wednesday, February 21 & 28
We will resume our study in Exodus.



Why Father’s Should Read Scripture With Their Children
He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel,

which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children,
that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn,

and arise and tell them to their children, so that they should set their hope in God
and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments.

Psalm 78:5-8

It is Commanded
In Psalm 78 it is very clear that God commands fathers to teach their children God’s Word. Notice what is not commanded throughout 
Scripture: sign up your child for Ju-Jitsu, find a church with good children’s programming, put your child in position to make the team, or see 
to it that your child learns an instrument. These are all great endeavors. None of them are commanded. Teaching your son or daughter God’s 
Word is commanded. I do believe Fathers are called to oversee this, meaning that mothers can also teach children Scripture. Indeed, mothers 
assume this primary role when they are a single mother and the church must be there to support the single mom with godly male mentorship 
where it is appropriate.  At the same time, fathers who are present in the home must be caught reading the Bible to their children as opposed 
to delegating this to their wife. Again, it is commanded. 

Fathers Carry the Greatest Influence in the Home
I know. The feminists won’t like this. But who can deny it? Who can deny that the absence of the father has been the single greatest factor in 
turning many U.S. inner cities into third world countries? Who can deny the stats that show how much greater a child’s confidence skyrockets 
when present is the stability of a father? In Joshua 4:6 the fathers of Israel are commanded to stack the stones as a memorial to God’s 
provision in the Jordan River. The other function of that blessed stack is a conversation starter. God knows when children see the monument 
they will get curious and start asking questions. Notice what they will ask: “When your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones 
mean to you?’” Did you catch that? They won’t ask, why are those stones stacked up? They will ask “what do those stones mean TO YOU? 
Why will they ask this? Because kids care about what dad cares about. What is important to dad becomes important to them. Listen now and 
listen good, there is  NO kids program in any church on this planet that can duplicate the effectiveness  of dad. Do you want your son or 
daughter to love God’s Word? Here is  what Scripture says: you must love God’s Word. You show you love God’s Word when you crack it open, 
practice it and prioritize it in your home. 

It Continues and Completes the Life he Helped Create
If a child can dialogue with their father about God’s  truth it opens up lines of communication on the deepest and most significant level with 
those he helped create. I  don’t mean to bring this to a discussion akin to a middle school Human Growth and Development Class, but fathers 
planted the seed that helped bring a human life into existence. Farmers plant seeds and they water seeds. They don’t plant seeds and run 
away. They begin life and see to it that it grows. Fathers are life givers. Reading Scripture waters the seed that he planted and brings that life 
to fulness. In this case, physical life must go beyond physical life. Fulness of life is pointing this human being that is now his offspring to true 
life that can only come by knowing their creator, their heavenly father. Reading Scripture with a child waters the seed physically and 
spiritually, between their earthly father and Heavenly Father.  

It Trains his Children to Think
There is something about Scripture that, because of it’s diving inspiration, is not just information to us. Scripture appeals to us on every level, 
including our thoughts and intentions (Hebrews 4:12). Additionally, there is something about a child having to dialogue with a grown man. 
Fathers, in their firmness, need to play a needed role in their child’s life to get them to think carefully about God’s Word and about 
themselves. Fathers need to say, “no, that is not what Scripture teaches” or “what you are saying isn’t clear, can you find a different way to 
say what you are trying to say?” In doing so, children gain the ability to reason and defend. As men are called to protect their family, the 



greatest protection a father must provide is protection against captivity of mind that Colossians 2:8 warns us about. Satan threatens to slither 
into the culture of our homes and slither into the minds of our children. Fathers must stand at the door not with gun or knife but with the 
sword of God’s Word, constantly challenging and assessing what his children know, how they think and to what degree they have or have not 
embraced God’s truth so that they will not be “conformed to the pattern of this world but transformed by the renewal of their 
minds” (Romans 12:1-2).

It Trains him to be Compassionate Like God the Father is Compassionate
As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers 
that we are dust. Psalm 103:13-14. A father is called to show compassion. This is  interesting because of the difficulty of this task. Showing 
compassion from a mother to a child still comes with difficulty. However, it is more difficult for a father to show compassion to his children 
because of the way a man communicates firmness and to some extent, intimidation. In this way compassion demonstrated by a father has the 
greater potential to be perceived  in meaningful ways by a child. The New Testament suggests something similar when it commands Fathers to 
not “provoke their children to anger” (Ephesians 6:4). Why would this be commanded to Fathers? It is probably because fathers are men who 
better suited to display toughness and strength rather than tenderness that is more naturally communicated through mothers (see 1 
Thessalonians 2:7). Thus, the balance of toughness and tender understanding is  more difficult, generally speaking, for a man as it is for a 
woman. In this case, compassion has a greater potential to be meaningful to a child when it  is demonstrated by a father. It also reveals God’s 
character, who we see is perfectly compassionate. Even though God is all powerful he “knows our frame and remembers that we are dust.” 
Father’s who read Scripture with their children have a wonderful opportunity to balance their desire to challenge their children’s abilities 
while remembering their frame, their childlike limitations. Fathers  who do family worship must be sensitive to a host of considerations...how 
long can my children sit quietly? What kind of behavior should they reasonably held accountable for? What kinds of concepts should they be 
expected to understand? In other words, while calling his children upwards towards God he is being called downwards to a humble 
understanding of his children. Compassion is created in him and this reveals the character of God. 

It Forces him to Know and Grow in God’s Word
In some ways, teaching the Bible to children is the most difficult. Not because children are squirrely and get easily distracted. It  is because the 
teacher is tasked with condensing complicated ideas to be simple and understandable. The process of simplifying is not easy. When a teacher 
is able to do so it proves they have great command over their subject matter. Thus, a father who is to communicate deep truth, highlighting 
and emphasizing the right things, really requires them to know their material well. Fathers need to know how to engage in God’s Word for 
themselves if they are to engage their children. It is, in my humble opinion, a monumental mistake for parents to forfeit solid preaching and 
teaching aimed at adults  for better children’s programming. The greatest need for ministry to your child is that dad and mom grow in their 
knowledge of God’s  Word. The seeker-friendly church with “great children’s programming” for the kids is essentially saying that they have 
given up on training mom and dad to disciple their kids and taken the responsibility on for themselves. By the way, they are not doing a great 
job as they are forced to make programs entertaining and fun more than they are filling it with content that challenges the child. Solid 
biblical preaching communicates more than information. It communicates thinking and how to rightly handle God’s Word. How does one look 
into the Word and make observations and then applications? This is all taught and caught in a solid preaching and teaching ministry and to 
forfeit this is to forfeit the opportunity a Father has to communicate the Bible to his children more effectively. 

Dads, you have a great calling. Read God’s Word with your children. It is true that a good leader delegates. It is also true that a great leader 
focuses on the tasks that only he/she can do and never gives those up. Reading Scripture with your children is one such task that should 
never be delegated. This doesn’t mean that others cannot supplement your teaching. This is useful, so long as it is that, a supplement. 

May you be greatly blessed in your calling,
Pastor Kevin


