
Calendar And Events
December 3: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m., 
Handke  (Agape Meal - Advent, Children Lighting 
Candles).

December 6: Student Ministries Gathering at Handke 
6:30-8:45 p.m. 

December 10: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m.,  
Handke (Sunday School - Advent, Children 
Lighting Candles)

December 13: Student Ministries Gathering 
at Handke 6:30-8:45 p.m.

December 16: Student Ministries Service 
Project (Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes). 2:45 
p.m.

December 17: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m.,  
Handke (Sunday School - Advent, Children Lighting 
Candles).

December 20: Student Ministries Gathering at Handke 
6:30-8:45 p.m. Special Christmas celebration and 
message.

December 24: Sunday Worship Service Service @ 9:00 
a.m.,  Handke (No Sunday School - Children Lighting 
Candles; Children singing in worship).

December 24: Christmas Eve Service @ 4:00 p.m., 
Handke (Children Lighting Candles).

December 25: Merry Christmas!

December 29: Student Ministries Scavenger Hunt. Leave 
Church office at 12:30 p.m.  Adult Volunteers Needed.

December 31: Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m., Handke 
(No Sunday School).

January 19-21-: Student Ministries Annual Winter 
Retreat at Timber Bay. See Page 2 for more details.
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Children: Pray that they would treasure God’s Word and 
stand up for truth, that they would be free from deception 
and the lies of the evil one, and that they would have great 
understanding of the Word. 

Parenting: Pray that God will keep parents unified in their 
convictions and their applications. Pray that wives would be 
submissive to their husbands in areas of disagreement and 
that husbands would neither be dominating or passive but 
humble and considerate in their leadership. 

Marriage: Pray that God would use the church and skilled 
counselors within the church to share the hope of the 
Gospel with unbelievers. Pray that young people would 
grow up with a Godly understanding of marriage and that 
dating and engagement would be pursued with humility, 
counsel, and wisdom.	

Family Ministries Prayer Focus (December)

Memory Work

Pick up an updated copy of the 
Bible Memory program book 
tit led “I Have Hidden Your 
Word.” There will be some copies 
available at church or you can 
purchase them at Amazon.com. 

December (Catechism) : Questions 
10-11 

The children will be memorizing 
catechism questions from The New 
City Catechism during Sunday 
School. You can pick up a copy at 
Amazon.com or download the free 
app. Parents are encouraged to 
go through the questions with their 
children at home.



December Events 
and News

Celebrating Advent
December 3 - December 24

Children will be lighting Advent Candles during the worship service 
on December 3, 10, 17, and in each service on the 24th. 

The Glory Kids will also be singing for us in our December 24th 
worship service.

If you are looking for some helpful resources to keep you and your 
family focused on Christ this season please check out page 3.

Students grade 6-12 are invited to the annual scavenger hunt at MOA on December 29. Adult volunteers 
needed. We will depart from the church office at 12:30 p.m. and head to the mall. Weather permitting, we will 

end our evening in Maple Grove with ice skating (free with your own skates). Bring $5 for gas, money for 
dinner at the mall and skate rental if needed.

Student Ministries Winter Retreat

Mark your calendars for the upcoming Winter Retreat at Lake Beauty Bible Camp, January 19-21, 2018. 
This year GCF will be partnering with a fellow TCT church called Christ Redeemer Church in Woodbury. 

The cost of the weekend is $125 per camper and includes everything from Friday through Sunday 
afternoon. Scholarships available. We don’t want cost to keep you from this great opportunity.

Student Ministries Scavenger hunt at MOA

Student Ministries Service 
Project - December 16

Students age 13 and up are invited to join us for a service 
project on Saturday, December 16. We will be packing shoeboxes 
with Operation Christmas Child in the Minneapolis warehouse. 
Meet at church office at 2:45 p.m. Bring money for dinner 

afterwards. R.S.V.P. by December 8



Celebrating 
Advent

Christians know that Jesus is the “reason for the season.” What isn’t as obvious is what we should do 
about that fact. Let me share a few ideas to put Christ at the center of our Christmas celebrations. 

1. Have a plan: Take time to sit down with your spouse (and children if appropriate) and think about 
ways Jesus can be at the center of your traditions. With a little thought you can take existing things 
and point them to Christ.

2.  Understand what Advent is: Advent simply means the arrival of an important person. Advent begins 
the fourth Sunday prior to Christmas. The  length of it is a great opportunity to build expectation 
for the arrival of Christ, which ultimately points to his second advent, his return at the end of the 
age. One of the main points of Christmas is to transfer our feeling of expectation of Christmas day 
to our expectation of Christ’s return, THE Day of all days! 

3. Select a good resource for family devotions to go along with singing songs and prayer: There are 
many out there. Let me highlight two resources below. 

4. Here are some other ideas for celebrating advent: Use a nativity set with small figurines, create a 
path with paper leading to the stable and number it 1-25 and move Mary and Joseph forward one 
step each day. You can learn about another culture and their Christmas celebrations. You can light 
advent candles on the four Sunday’s of Advent, make sure to dim the lights so we can know that 
Jesus is the light of the world. You can make cookies and bring a tray to each of your neighbors. 

Merry     Christmas

If you need an electronic 
copy of this devotion 
please contact Pastor 
Kevin. You may also pick 
up a hard copy at 
church on Sunday. You may also follow the GCF blog 

where I will be providing daily readings 
with ideas from the Gospel of Matthew. 

Celebrating 
Advent


