
Calendar And Events

August 4: Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m. (No 
Sunday School in August)

August 4-7: Senior High Refresh (camping trip at 
Tettegouche State Park)

August 11: Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m., 
(Quarterly meeting from 9:00 - 9:45 a.m.).

August 12: Manly Monday/Maiden Monday 
@ 9:30 a.m., Feder’s home (Last meeting).

August 13-18: Joni & Friends Mission Trip, 
Student Ministries.

August 18: Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m. 

August 25: Sunday Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m.

August 28: Church picnic. Otsego Park @ 6p.m. Bring 
meat to grill for your family and a side dish to share. 

August 29: Sunday School Teachers Training & 
Orientation @ 7 p.m., Church office. 

Looking Ahead

September 8: Parent Orientation (Sunday School)

September 15: 1st Day of Sunday School

September 18: Parent Orientation (Student Ministries)
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Resource Highlights:

Here are some good summer reads for our 
young people: 

Joni Eareckson Tada
At the age of 17 Joni Eareckson Tada’s life was 
immediately and drastically changed when she 
dove head first into the Chesapeake Bay and 
fractured her spine. This book tells the story of 
Joni’s excruciating battle of faith and how she 
learned to trust in the goodness of God after 
her horrible accident. 

7 Men And The Secret Of Their Greatness 
by Erick Metaxas 

By the way, Eric Metaxas has also completed 
the counterpart, 7 Women. Either would be an 
excellent read. 7 Men features about thirty 
pages on each man. If nothing else, this is an 
excellent introduction into the faithful lives of at 
least three men that every young Christian 
should be inspired by: William Wilberforce, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Eric Liddel. 

mailto:kevin@gcfmn.org
mailto:kevin@gcfmn.org


Family Ministries Upcoming Events
Senior High Refresh: This is an adventurous 
camping trip that will have students hiking, 
swimming, cooking, and tenting. This year we 
will focus on the many ways camping and the 
great outdoors can develop our character. 
Students will have plenty of time to “be still 
and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10) in 
the midst of God’s beautiful creation.  

Joni & Friends Mission Trip: Joni & Friends Mission 
trip is an opportunity for our teens to serve those 
with disabilities and their families. Set at Castaway 
Club camp in Detroit Lakes, MN, short term 
missionaries have the opportunity to spend time 
with disabled children while their parents have the 
opportunity to enjoy some much needed rest and 
relaxation. Please pray for the students from GCF 
serving on this trip. 

Sunday School 2019-2020 (Projected)

First Day of Sunday School: September 15th. Parent 
Orientation is Sunday, September 8th (after the 
worship Service).

Teacher Orientation - August 29th Church Office, 
7pm

Student Ministries Parent Orientation: Wednesday, 
September 18

Volunteer Opportunities: 

Preschool Kindergarten Class:
Teachers needed. 2019-2020 Study: Old 
Testament Stories.

1st through 3rd Grade Class:
Teachers needed. 2019-2020 Study: Faithful To All 
His Promises.

4th through 5th Grade Class:
Teachers needed. 2019-2020 Study: How Majestic 
Is Your Name.



     Blog - www.gcfmn.blogspot.com

August is the Real New Years

August is many things to many people. It is filled 
with things that make us excited and sad. 
Swimming, family vacations, the State Fair, 
camping, warm weather, to name a few. Those 
are exciting, by the way. On the other hand, 
Summer is the funnest season of the year and 
August is when we see the beginning of the end 
of that: back to school sales, pools begin to close, 
beaches begin to close...sometimes leaves begin 
to change! Even if you love fall thinking of trees 
with no leaves on them is a little sad. 

Having said this, August brings the excitement of 
a new beginning. Even though we celebrate a 
new year on January 1st, any kid or anyone with 
kids will admit that September 1st feels more like 
new years than January 1st does. A new school 
year, a new curriculum, new classmates, new 
teammates, new teachers, new clothes! Lets face 
it, most of the most important shapers of a 
student’s life begin in August, not January. To the 
extent that this is true, August is truly the real new 
years. 

Here is a chance to think about your child’s 
upcoming year in relationship to your church. It 
isn’t likely that your child will receive a 
scholarship for doing well in Sunday school, and 
they probably won’t be able to transfer any 
credits to their freshman year in college. This 
might be why church classes aren’t typically 
treated with as much priority as school classes. I 
understand this.

Yet at the same time let me remind you that the 
GCF teaching ministry is a means for your pastor 
to oversee your soul, both yours and your child’s. 
Hebrews 13:17 says. “Obey your leaders and 
submit to them, for they are keeping watch over 
your souls, as those who will have to give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with 
groaning, for that would be of no advantage to 
you”...

Visit the GCF blog to continue reading

Ministry
Opportunities

A Prayer: 

Father in heaven, we look to you as the creator 
and sustainer of all of life. We thank you that 
because you formed me in my mothers womb, 
and you formed our children and all of our loved 
ones and all mankind in their mothers womb we 
are all fear fully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works, may our souls know it 
very well. May we sing of your steadfast love and 
your righteousness from the depths of our souls 
where we are convinced of your greatness and 
your abundance in steadfast love. We thank you, 
father, that our days are numbered and ordered 
by you. Our lives hang not in the balance of the 
random whims of chance but in the security  of 
your power and wisdom and love. You work all 
things together for good and therefore we do not 
fear what man can do but we fear you, who can 
kill both body and soul in hell forever. Thank you 
for the salvation that is ours in Christ so that 
everyone who believes in Jesus will have the right 
to become children of God. Oh that our children 
would also be your children. That they will bow 
their knee to you, the almighty God in humble 
adoration of Jesus Christ. May they know they 
are sinners who are loved with a perfect and pure 
love, a love that has send Jesus to live and die in 
their place so that they can place their faith in him 
and find forgiveness and rest for their souls. 
Satisfy them all of their days throughout eternity. 
In your great name we pray these things.  AMEN

Sunday School Volunteers

Set-up/Tear down Team members


