
Calendar And Events
April 1: Easter Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m., 
Handke  (No Agape Meal - No Sunday School).

April 4: Student Ministries Gathering at Handke 
6:30-8:45 p.m.

April 8: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m., Handke  
(Sunday School).

April 11: All Church Prayer Meeting @ 6:30 
p.m.,Handke.

April 14: Act Like Men @ 8:00 a.m., Church 
Office. 

April 14: Senior High: Feed My Starving Children @ 
3:45 p.m., Church Office.  See Page 2.

April 15: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m., Handke  
(Sunday School).

April 18: Student Ministries Gathering at Handke 
6:30-8:45 p.m.

April 18: Student Ministries Summer Catalog released.

April 22: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m., 
Handke  (Sunday School). Palm Sunday. 

April 25: Student Ministries Gathering at Handke 
6:30-8:45 p.m.

April 29: Sunday Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m., 
Handke  (Sunday School). Palm Sunday. 

April 26: Youth Baptism Orientation @ 7:00 p.m., 
Church Office. See Page 2.

April 30: Five Day Club planning meeting @ 7:00 p.m., 
Church office.
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Memory Work

Pick up an updated copy of the 
Bible Memory program book 
tit led “I Have Hidden Your 
Word.” There will be some copies 
available at church or you can 
purchase them at Amazon.com. 

March (Catechism) : Questions 
19-20.

The children will be memorizing 
catechism questions from The New 
City Catechism during Sunday 
School. You can pick up a copy at 
Amazon.com or download the free 
app. Parents are encouraged to 
go through the questions with their 
children at home.

Ministry
Opportunities

Nursery Helpers Needed: If you have a 
desire to serve the littlest people of GCF 
and their parents please contact Pastor 
Kevin or Claire Belknap for details on 
volunteering in our nursery.



Family Ministries Upcoming Events

Father/Son Quest - Mark Your Calendars
July 19-22

Mark Your Calendars for this year’s Father/Son Quest. We will be 
camping at Gooseberry Falls State Park (our first time ever 
camping there). Sign up  will be in May. Mark your calendars and 
let Pastor Kevin know if you have any questions. 

Wednesday, April 4
Students will continue their study of Exodus 33.

Wednesday, April 11
All Church Prayer Meeting

Wednesday, April 18
Students will continue their study of Exodus 34.

Wednesday, April 25
Is it the end of the World? We will wrestle with the many scary events 

in our world through the lens of Scripture.

Five Day Club Training Meeting
Monday, April 30 @ 7pm

This meeting is a reschedule from the meeting in March. If you are 
interested in participating in a summer outreach/kids program we invite 
you to a training meeting on Monday, April 30 at 7pm, church office. 
Please notify Pastor Kevin if you plan to attend. 

Saturday, April 14 - Senior High Students are invited to pack meals at Feed My 
Starving Children on Saturday, April 14 from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. Meet at the church 
office at 3:45 p.m. 

Thursday, April 26 -  We will have our first Baptism class for those interested in getting baptized this Summer. 
Please notify Pastor Kevin if you plan to attend. Church office. 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 14. 8:00 a.m. -  10:30 a.m.
Church Office

Husbands and someday to be husbands are invited to enjoy a 
hearty breakfast, fellowship, and Biblical encouragement to be 
Godly husbands. Teaching will be presented by Pastor Charlie and 
Pastor Kevin. R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, April 11. Cost is $5 for food 
and Dunn Bros. Coffee. 



Connecting With Your Child’s Heart
Christian parents care about connecting with their child’s  heart for a number of reasons. Parents care about fulfilling the great commission, 
making disciples of all nations, starting with their own children. Effectively discipling a child will be impossible if they don’t have their child’s 
heart. Parents desire to connect with their child’s hearts because they desire to understand them, including their motivations and goals, their 
likes and dislikes. Perhaps most importantly, parents care about connecting with their child’s hearts because they love them and they want a 
relationship with them. They want to know their child. They want intimacy with their child. In other words, they want their child!

This is a natural desire, one that reflects the way God feels about his  own children. When Christians talk about the importance of Bible 
reading and quiet times, the real reason this is a part of the Christian life is because God wants you. He wants intimacy with you. He desires 
to connect emotionally and intellectually and practically with his children. God desires to know you and that you know Him. This is why he 
sent his  Son to be the atonement of our sins, so that sinners could be reconciled to God. In 1 Peter 3:18 we read that “Christ also 
suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.” Did you hear 
that? Christ suffered for sins: the goal of which is nothing higher than to be brought to God. Parenting is a reflection of the relationship God 
the Father has with his children. Parents, therefore, desire to have the hearts of their children because God desires to have the hearts of his 
children. 

Let me share a few practical considerations to encourage parents to this end:

Parents must be motivated to connect with the hearts of their child. 
This means heart connection is something that must be planned and prioritized. One common mistake parents make is subcontracting too 
many parental duties to coaches and teachers and instructors and mentors. Take a look at your family calendar. Are you running around all 
week with little to no quality time? Has your parental role begun to reflect a taxi service more than a parent? Not only are you not giving 
yourself enough time to develop meaningful connections with your son or daughter, you are also training them to think that you are a 
personal attendant more than someone who is there to truly mentor them. Parents who will connect with their child’s heart will be motivated 
to do so. It will get considered in the family budget and the daily calendar. Another consideration to this  is the parents motivation to connect 
with their child’s heart must lead them to the refusal to settle for superficial conversation. When your children tells you that their day was 
“fine” and the dance was “fun” and the test went “good” and they are feeling “ok” it is time to get the conversational drill-bit out and press 
in for more depth. Parents, refuse to settle for superficial talk. Too much of the parent child relationship is stuffed with this filler. Your refusal 
should lead you meaningful conversations with your children. 

Connecting with your child’s heart is a pattern that is best set when your children are younger. 
It is the temptation to think that meaningful conversations happen later on in life. Meaningful conversations take a lifetime to make. The 
groundwork of meaningful conversations is trust that is built  up in the little things from little on. I heard the saying, “those who laugh 
together will cry together.” This is true. Every moment with your child counts towards deeper heart connection. Have a vision for heart 
connection not when they are 12, 13, 14 and 15 but when they are 2, 3, 4 and 5. I did say this is best. It isn’t mandatory. This means there is 
hope for parents who have effectively missed their opportunity to invest in the relationship with their child when they were younger. There 
may be more obstacles to overcome but it is  still entirely possible. You may have to pull your child aside and say something like: “I apologize 
that I have not made it a higher priority to connect with you. I truly love you and I really desire to have a meaningful relationship with you. 
We are going to cut back on a few other activities so that we can have more quality time together.” Quality time together comes in two forms, 
intentional time and spontaneous time. One happens because it is on the calendar. It is scheduled time. The other happens because of what 
isn’t on your calendar. In other words, your calendar isn’t over-scheduled. You have margins  to work with where spontaneous time together is 
a possibility because your schedule allows some breathing room.  



Parents must learn to listen. 
Yes, that is right. You must learn to do this. This does not imply that you know zero about listening. However, this does imply that you may 
need to learn to do this better. Much better for some parents. James 1:19 says “know this, my beloved brothers: let every 
person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger.” Ted Tripp said that “The finest art of communication is not 
learning how to express your thoughts. it is learning how to draw out the thoughts of another. Your objective in communication must be to 
understand your child, not simply to have your children understand you. Many parents never learn these skills. They never discover how to 
help their children articulate their own thoughts and feelings.” 

One of my favorite Proverbs is  20:5 which says “The purpose in a man's heart is like deep water, but a man of 
understanding will draw it out.” In other words, the temptation parents tend to face is the temptation to dominate the 
conversation with their thoughts and feelings.  This is especially true when one person is clearly the superior communicator. When your child 
is younger, less  mature, and not nearly as good at understanding or articulating their thoughts it is more efficient for the parent to dictate the 
pace of the conversation and say what they want to say. It is  much harder to patiently ask questions that will get to the heart of thoughts, 
desires, and  emotions. The same is true in the teenage years when issues are complicated and emotional and irrational and exhausting. It is 
tempting for the parent to cut through the confusion with the sharp knife of the final word. This is efficient but hardly the most effective. This 
is where parents would much rather the Bible say that we should be quick to speak and slow to listen. It doesn’t. James warns us that anger 
lurks right around the corner of the parent that is not slow to speak. Paul tells us not to provoke our children to anger, which will be easy to 
violate if we prove to be poor listeners. 

There is more that can be said. Let me leave you with the hope that the good news of the gospel affords to parents who struggle in this area. 
Jesus forgives all of your sins and he has the power to heal from all of your failures, past, present and future. Jesus  is  rich in mercy, he is 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love (Psalm 103:8). Know God more deeply and completely. Repent to your children when you sin 
and confess your failures to them. This will soften their hearts. It will prove how our Savior Jesus is the only hope for sinners. It  will make you 
accessible to your children and invite them to their own measure of authenticity. 

Parents, your call is a difficult one. Seek the power of the Holy Spirit, the grace of Christ, and the wisdom that comes from above provided by 
your Heavenly Father. He bestows good gifts upon you, everything you need to win the heart of your child and fulfill both your calling as a 
parent and the great commission: to make disciples of all nations, starting with your own children. 

In Christ,
Pastor Kevin



Help me understand how you are 
thinking about this.

How did you come to this 
conclusion? 

What do you understand this to 
mean?

Why do you have this conviction?

Can you tell me why you 
feel the way you do?

Have you always felt this 
way about ______?

Is there anything 
bothering you?

What are you most 
excited about? 

What is it that you are 
really wanting? 

What gets you excited 
most in life?

Why did you find this to 
be so disappointing? 

What is it about 
_________ that you 

really like? 

When you did/said _________ 
what were you really trying to 

accomplish? What did you think 
was going to come of it?

What is hardest about __________ 
responsibility?

What is your greatest challenge in 
life?
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