
 
 

Why We Are a Baptist Church 
 
At Glory of Christ Fellowship (GCF), the banner we wave is not that of “Baptist” but that of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ (2 Cor. 4:1-6). Our supreme allegiance is to Jesus Christ and his 
kingdom, which we believe is made up of more than Baptists.  
 
Having said that, GCF has chosen to affiliate with a Baptist denomination (the Southern Baptist 
Convention) because we whole-heartedly affirm several core Baptist convictions. What follows is 
a brief summary of eight Baptist convictions as we understand them.  
 
1. Baptists believe that the Bible, consisting of the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 

books of the New Testament, is the ultimate authority for doctrine and practice. We value 
church history and tradition, but we reject the idea that these are of equal standing with the 
Bible. We further reject the idea that the Bible is simply a form of church tradition. Rather, we 
assert that the Bible is the very Word of God to humankind, and that it is infallible and without 
error in the original manuscripts. It should come as no surprise, then, that Baptists have long 
been called “people of the book.”  

2. Baptists believe that Jesus Christ is Lord over all things, and that he is therefore the sole head 
over the church. We are not the only Christian group to make this assertion, but we draw an 
important implication from it that many others do not: if Jesus Christ is Lord over all things 
and head of the church, then no other person or group of persons should have ultimate 
authority over the church. This leads to conviction number three.  

3. Baptists believe in the autonomy of the local church. That is, we believe that each local church 
has the right and the responsibility before Christ to govern its own affairs. This does not mean 
that we oppose inter-church cooperation, in fact, Baptists are well known for what we call 
“voluntary associations.” But this does mean that we believe the ultimate governing authority 
resides with the local church and not with the larger associations (sometimes called 
“denominations”). 

4. Baptists believe in religious liberty for every human being. That is, we believe that the state 
should not compel any person to believe in a particular god or belong to a particular religious 
organization. Rather, we believe that every human being should be free to worship as they 
see fit. This does not mean that we think every object and form of worship is equally valid, 
for we are certain that without Jesus Christ, who alone is the way, the truth and the life, 
persons will perish forever (John 14:6; 1 John 5:12; 2 John 1:9). But this does mean that we 
oppose state involvement in the affairs of religion.  



5. Baptists believe that the true church consists only of those who have been born-again and 
have thus been made alive with Christ (John 3:1-8; Eph. 2:5-6; Col. 3:1-4). We sometimes refer 
to this as the doctrine of “regenerate member-ship.”  

6. Baptists believe that baptism is to be reserved for those who have confessed faith in Jesus 
Christ. Furthermore, we believe that total immersion is the proper biblical mode of baptism 
(see our brochure called “Believer’s Baptism” for a more thorough explanation of this 
position). Thus, we do not baptize infants, and some Baptists (including Glory of Christ) even 
shy away from baptizing children under the age of twelve.  

7. Baptists believe in what Martin Luther called “the priesthood of all believers.” In other words, 
we believe that every individual believer stands as a priest before God and therefore no longer 
needs an earthly priest to serve as an intermediary between him or her and God (1 Pet. 2:9). 
We believe that Jesus Christ alone is our Faithful High Priest (Heb. 3:1, 4:14, & 6:20), and that 
all believers are equal before him.  

8. Finally, Baptists believe that there are two ordinances in the church of Jesus Christ, namely, 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. This is opposed to Catholics, Anglicans, and Episcopalians 
who believe that there are seven sacraments: baptism, Eucharist, confession, confirmation, 
marriage, holy orders (i.e., vocation-al ministry), and the anointing of the sick.  

The reason we uphold baptism and the Lord’s Supper alone is because these are the only two 
for which we find sufficient biblical warrant (Matt. 28:18-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-26). Of course, we 
are aware that the Bible speaks of confession, marriage, vocational Christian service, and 
anointing the sick (e.g., James 5:16; Eph. 5:22-33; 1 Tim. 5:17-18; James 5:14), but we do not 
believe that it speaks of these matters in a similar way to that of baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. We invite you to search the Scriptures and decide for yourself.  

 
Thank you for taking the time to read this brochure. If you have any questions or comments, 
please feel free to contact the church office or one of our pastors. Also, for a good overview of 
Baptist distinctives see R. Stanton Norman’s book, The Baptist Way: Distinctives of a Baptist Church. 

 


