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Christmas Tree Declarations 

December 4, 2022 

 

Scripture:  Isaiah 9:2–7 // 1 Peter 1:3–5 // Luke 1:26-33 

 

Welcome & Invocation: In the Name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

 

10:00 a.m. Opening Songs:  Joy To The World, Come Thou 

Long Expected Jesus/Love Divine All Loves Excelling, Reckless 

Love 
  
 

Introit – Based on Psalm 80 

P:  Restore us, O God; 

C:  make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 

P:  Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a 

flock; 

C:  you who sit enthroned between the cherubim. 

P:  You brought a vine out of Egypt; 

C:  and it took root and filled the land. 

P:  Restore us, O God Almighty; 

C:  make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 

P:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C:  and to the Holy Spirit; 

P:  as it was in the beginning, 

C:  is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P:  Restore us, O God; 

C:  make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 

 

Collect 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only-

begotten Son that at his second coming we may worship him in 

purity; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen 

 

Old Testament Lesson - Isaiah 9:2–7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light 

shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad 

when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the 

staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken 

as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior 

in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned 

as fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 

shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of 

peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 

righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of 

the Lord of hosts will do this.  

 

Epistle Lesson - 1 Peter 1:3–5 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being 

guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time. 

 

Gospel Lesson - Luke 1:26–33  

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 

of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name 

was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored 

one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the 

saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 



 

 

And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will 

be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” 

 

The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory 

to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 

I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 
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In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 

Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 

Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 

tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel 

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus. (Luke 1:26–31) 

 

At the time when Mary received this message from the angel, the 

people of Israel likely would have said that - 

God seemed d_______ and d___________ to those who were 

waiting. 

 

“Behold you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 

shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and he will be called the 

Son of the Most High. (Luke 1:31-32) 

Like a pine tree brought into the living room… 

     …into a place it doesn't belong… 

          …G_____ has come into creation and set up residence here.  

 

L______ shows up. Love wants to be close. 

 

Jesus brings blessings that never f______ - like the evergreen. 

 1 Peter 1:4 “an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and  

 unfading” 

 

Why did you put up a tree this year? 

         Your tree is more than a decoration in your home.  

              Your tree is a d_____________ of a certain peace; of certain 

   promises made by God; of a certain hope that you have 



 

 

which never fades. Your tree is a declaration that God has come  

  close to you; that God has shown up for you... 

   ...because He loves you. 

 

(notes: distant, disappointing, God, Love, fade, declaration) 

 

OFFERING is collected at door and online 

 

Prayers  

Confession & Absolution  

Words of Institution 

 

Holy Communion  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Benediction  

 

10:00 a.m. Closing Song:  Living Hope 

 

Announcements 

      

 Today is Mite Box Sunday. Empty your Mite Box into the large mite 

box in the entryway after each service.  Cash & Checks accepted.  

Thank you for your contribution to support local & international 

mission projects! 

  

Join us Saturday, December 17th @ 2:00 pm in front of Main Street 

Music for an hour of caroling downtown! Wear your favorite festive 

Christmas clothes and bring your singing voice!  
  

Join us at our Christmas & Sunday Holiday Weekend Services: 

 Saturday, 12/24 Christmas Eve - Family Service at 5:00 pm, 

Candlelight Services at 7:00 & 11:00 pm  

 Sunday, 12/25 Christmas Day at 10:00 am 
  

OCC Update:  St. Paul’s/Bella Vista packed 428 shoeboxes! That 

means you are touching the lives of 428 children and sharing the Good 

News with them. This is an increase of 110 shoeboxes from last year!  

For our city, we had a total of 1,595 shoeboxes come through our 

admin doors from other churches, groups and individuals. For a grand 

total of 2,023 shoeboxes! 
  

We are looking for Coffee Cart & Donut hosts for Sunday 

mornings!  Tasks include donut pick-up, setting up table & supplies 

prior to the end of 8:30 am service and clean up after 10:00 am service. 

Call Church office for more details. 
  

Tracy Interfaith Ministries is looking for extra volunteers to help 

distribute their Christmas meals and gifts this holiday season. Call 209-

836-5424 and ask for Carrie Grover if you would like more 

information.  They also need a driver with a truck to pick up groceries 

from local stores on a weekly basis. Call or text John at 209-814-5580 

if you are able to help. 
  

Thrivent Choice Dollars.  Thrivent continues to donate money to 

churches schools.  Choice Dollars are the dollars make available to you 

from Thrivent’s charitable outreach funds, based on your eligibility, to 

designate to the charity of your choice.  If you are a Thrivent client, 

visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  In the “Get Started” section, click 

Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars to donate to St. Paul’s / Bella Vista. 

 

This week at St. Paul’s 
  

Sunday, 12/4 

8:30 & 10:00 am - Worship Services - Church 

10:00 am - Live Stream of In-Person Church 
  

Wednesday, 12/7 

9:00 am - ESL Beginner Class - Parish Hall 

6:00 pm - ESL Intermediate Class - Parish Hall 

  

Thursday, 12/8 

10:00 am - Pastor Kal’s Bible Study - Admin building, Conf. room 
  

Sunday, 12/11 

8:30 & 10:00 am - Worship Services - Church 

10:00 am - Live Stream of In-Person Church 

  
 

 



 

 

Join us as a church body as we read through the scriptures.  Here is 

our reading schedule (Year 1) for the week of December 5:  

Monday, December 5 

1 John 4 & 2 Chronicles 5 
  

Tuesday, December 6 

1 John 5 & 2 Chronicles 6 
  

Wednesday, December 7 

2 John & 2 Chronicles 7 
  

Thursday, December 8 

3 John & 2 Chronicles 8 
 

Friday, December 9 

Jude & 2 Chronicles 9 
  

Saturday, December 10 

Revelation 1 & 2 Chronicles 10 
  

Sunday, December 11 

Revelation 2 & 2 Chronicles 11-12 

 

Remember in Prayer  
  

Prayers for our country 

Prayers for the people of Ukraine   

Alisa - Surgery recovery & healing (friend of Gary & Joanne Faber) 

Ashley - Chemo treatments (step mom of Darby McMahon) 

Bethany - Restored health without surgery (daughter of Ron Gilbert) 

Bob Carpenter - Continued healing (brother in law of Chrissy Lew) 

MaryAnn Carpenter - Surgery recovery (sister of Chrissy Lew) 

Mike Cullen - Healing & a relationship with Jesus (friend of 

Actkinsons) 

Roger Cunning - Treatments & healing 

Darralee - Comfort, support as ALS continues (friend of Jo Culberson) 

Sue Fava – Restored health and healing 

Gale Heinrich - Healing  

Jalynn - Continued successful recovery (granddaughter of Butlers) 

Mark Jeans - Healing (nephew of Kathy Harris) 

Megan Krause - Treatments (wife of Matt Krause) 

Izzy Marin - Safety & comfort in loss of parent (past BVCA student) 

Melissa Martin - Healing & restored health (daughter of Actkinsons) 

John McLaughlin – Recovery after liver transplant 

David Ortega - Strength & healing with cancer battle (friend of Larry 

Actkinson) 

Al Renner - Treatments (husband of Sue Renner) 

Quentin Rios - Successful treatments for cancer (extended family of 

Gamaches) 

Jon & Debbie Schmidt - General prayers 

Carl Teare - Surgery recovery  

Christine Thibedeaux– Recovery from thyroid surgery (friend of 

Debbie Schmidt) 

Manfred Vogel - Peace (brother of Elfie Broadwater) 

Karen Wardell - Recovery 

Paul Weggenmann - Comfort & peace (brother-in-law of Williams’) 

Gary Weitzel– Healing & recovery and comfort for his wife Sue 

(friends of  Debbie Schmidt) 

Stephen Williams - Cancer treatment 

Kimberly Wyatt – Cancer treatment (past member) 

  
 

  
  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  
 

  

 
 


