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Worship.  It’s a label that we as your leaders have too easily assigned to the 

narrow window of time we spend on Sunday mornings singing songs and hearing 

the Word.  Is it not worship when we gather and direct our focus as one body 

towards honoring Jesus?  Absolutely.  And it is a privilege and joy to do so! 

However, when we confine worship to that experience, we miss out on the 

fullness of what it means to be a true worshipper of God.   

In both Isaiah 58 and Amos 5, the Lord speaks through His prophets with strong 

warnings that unless the people adopt righteousness and justice as their lifestyle, 

their songs and sacrifices are just noise to His ears.  “Loose 

the chains of injustice…remove the heavy yoke of 

oppression, stop pointing your finger and spreading 

vicious rumors…spend yourselves on behalf of the needy 

and help those in trouble” - this is the expression of our 

worship that God desires to see.  Is not the age old adage 

“actions speak louder than words”?   

Each time chaos and division ensue in our nation, I am 

reminded that the world is watching.  They lean in to see 

how those who bear the name of Jesus will respond.  And 

so often what they find is that we are silent outwardly and 

divided inwardly.  Christian brother against Christian 

brother, sister against sister, harsh words and condemnation flooding social 

media and the church divided from within.  The world sees it and takes note of it.  

But Jesus says in John 13 “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples: if 

you love one another.”   

Our call this year to share our faith stories, and 

testify to the Love of God with our words to a 

hurting world, is timely.  They need to know the 

Jesus who loved fiercely and boldly, who 

fellowshipped with the marginalized, who spoke 

against oppression and injustice.  They need to know 

He is a God that will fight for them.  

 

(continued on Page 2) 

Praise the Lord, O my soul; 

all my inmost being, praise his 

holy name. 

Psalm  103:1 

MORE THAN A SONG By Pastor Christie Kelly 
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“The Lord looked and was displeased to find there was no justice.  He was amazed to see that no one intervened…so He 

Himself stepped in to save them with His strong arm…He put on righteousness as His body armor and placed the 

helmet of salvation on His head.  He clothed Himself with a robe of vengeance and wrapped Himself in a cloak of divine 

passion” (Isaiah 59).  May we take seriously the call to be Jesus to the world.  May the truth and the hope of the gospel 

of Christ be heard across this nation, and may our actions be an affirming and resounding “Amen!”  

“So if we raise our hands high 
Let us also reach them out 
And if we lift our voices up 
Let it be the sound of love 

Let our worship have hands 
Let it have feet 

Let it stand up in the face of injustice 
Let our worship bow down 

Let it run deep 
It’s more than a song that fades with our voices”  

 
Fade With Our Voices 

Continued from Page 1 

“DO UNTO THE LEAST OF THESE”   

2 OPPORTUNITIES TO BRING CHRISTMAS JOY TO CHILDREN 

JOY STORE 
Children love to get gifts, but they need to learn the 

joy of giving.  You can help the students at Frederick 

Douglass Christian School enjoy both giving and 

receiving gifts at their Joy Store.  We need new 

children’s items, such as puzzles, games, stuffed 

animals, books, coloring books, crayons, markers, 

etc, for boys and girls 4 to 9 years old.  They will 

learn the joy of giving by selecting gifts for their 

parents.  Please donate new “re-gifts” that you 

received but know you won’t use, eg, scarves, 

jewelry, cosmetics, nail polish, pot holders, kitchen 

items, tools, etc. 

Please contact Sue Winterode  610-213-7375 to help  

at the school one day in early December, and to sort 

and wrap the gifts prior to the event.  Look for a 

plastic tub in Agan Hall to drop off your gift items 

during the month of October. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Filling shoeboxes full of goodies, school supplies, and 

trinkets for children around the world has become a 

popular annual event at BUMC.  We will be 

collecting filled shoeboxes in November and need 

volunteers to organize the drop off during National 

Collection Week.  Shoeboxes will be counted and 

packed into large shipping boxes, transported to the 

area drop off location, and loaded onto the final 

truck to go to the Samaritan’s Purse warehouse.  

Can you volunteer for a 2-hour time slot between 

Nov. 13-20?  Please contact Leslie Hinderliter  

610-500-6065 

to help. 
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SERVICE MINISTRY By Sue Winterode 

      

 

 

    
      24 x 7 =  168 hours in a week                                      16 X 7 = 112 waking hours in a week                            

112 - 40 = 72 hours of non-work time in a week 

In most churches, 20% of the people do 80% of the work. 

Can you give 1 hour a week?  4 hours a month? 

   

 

 
 
 
 

 
     Hours:  You set the hours   

     Pay: Great will be your reward   Matt 5:12 

     Benefits:  Eternal   Col. 3:23-24 

     Training:  On the job  John 14:23, James 1:22 

 

Pick a service ministry and contact its leader 

Chairperson     Sue Winterode 

Amnion     Jim Hall 

Blood Mobile     Jani Poh-Pike 

Boy Scouts  Troop 149   Joe & Brenda Orso 

Chester County Women’s Services  Cindy Kreh 

Christmas Families    Ed Pappas 

City Team     Hartley Miller 

Good Works     Dick Broadbooks 

Hands on Homes    Charles Baker 

Service Projects    Yone Martinez 

Operation Christmas Child   Leslie Hinderliter 

Social Action     vacant 

Samaritan’s Purse    Dick Broadbooks       

YOU DO THE MATH 

Join the equation ! 

No experience needed — just a willing heart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many hands make light work! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

Wednesday, September 6:  
1st Night of Awana; 6:30 to 

8:00 PM 

Saturday, September 30: 

New Member Class; Part 1 - 
8:30 AM 

Saturday, October 14:  

New Member Class; Part 2 - 

8:30 AM 

Saturday, October 21: 

Kenya Talk Back - 7:00 PM 

Saturday, October 28: 

Trunk or Treat - 4:00 PM 

Saturday, November 4: 
Heart of Poverty Seminar - 

8:30 AM 

Friday, November 10: 

Friday Fun Night - 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, November 22: 
Thanksgiving Eve Service - 

7:00 PM 

Saturday, December 2: 

Women's Ministry Breakfast - 
9:00 AM 

Friday & Saturday, 

December 8 & 9: 
Christmas at Bethlehem 

Sunday, December 24: 
Christmas Eve Services 

  LIBRARY CORNER                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m sure that, by now, all of you have had a chance to visit our new library.   
The recent renovation provided new tables, new chairs (actually old music 
room chairs), video equipment, and new computer counter.  The computer 
provides a convenient way to search our database to find the right book.  
The computer is left on all the time (usually on the search page), so you can 
search at your convenience.  Just enter a title, author, or subject and away 
you go. 

We are continuing to expand our DVD collection (Have any DVD’s you’d like 
to donate?).  If you have kids, you’ll want to check out the “Learn Our 
History” series.  Learn Our History is an animated history film series 
featuring a group of time-traveling history students who go back in time to 
see US history in the making.  Young viewers learn about the most 
important people and influential events throughout American history.  
Learn Our History assembled a team of leading U.S. historians and 
educators to develop a series of videos covering all of the major events 
throughout U.S. history. Every one of the films is expertly researched and 
free of the biases often found in many textbooks in use today.  U.S. history 
is presented to children from a positive and patriotic perspective. Try one 
and see what you think.  We express our appreciation to Jan Samuelian for 
her generous donation of these videos. 
 
You’ll also want to check out our entertainment videos, including recent 
films like War Room, Facing the Giants, 90 Minutes in Heaven, and Risen. 
 
On the book front,  we’ve added a couple of new books on healing: The 

Healing Creed by Becky Dvorak and Simplicity of Healing by Sandra 

Kennedy.  Also, spiritual warfare is a hot topic right now and we’ve added 

Victory in Spiritual Warfare by Tony Evans, Spiritual Warfare for the End 

Times by Derek Prince, and Overcoming Fear and Anxiety through Spiritual 

Warfare by Carol Peters-Tanksley. 

For children, we have The Case for Christ for Kids by Lee Strobel, Heaven is 

for Real by Todd Burpo, and When Jesus Comes Back by Carolyn Nystrom. 

By John McGrath 



 

 

 

SEPTEMBER SOCIAL 

You are invited to join us for a Ladies Night Out on 
Monday, September 18th, from 7 to 9 pm in Agan 
Hall. It is a special time to gather together for fellow-
ship, food, and fun.  Details of activities coming soon!  
Come, invite a friend, and be encouraged. Sign up is 
appreciated.  If you would like to help, please check a 
food item and/or an area to help on the sign up 
sheet in Agan Hall Hope to see you there! 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Our fall bible study will be  Lavish Grace by Kathy 
Howard.  You are invited to join us for a 9-week 
study that looks at God's grace that is poured out, 
poured through, and overflowing.  We will look at 
God's grace in Paul's life and teachings. It will also 

help us recognize and discover God's grace that is 
present every moment in our own lives.  So if you are 
interested in understanding God's grace better, 
please join us.  Choose either Monday evenings, 
starting September 25th, 7- 9 pm or Wednesday 
mornings, starting September 27th, 9:30-11:30am. 
Please sign up by September 17th to reserve a book.  
Cost is $10. 

Any questions regarding these events, please contact 
Lori Imparato, 610-459-9451. 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
By Lori Imparato 

BODY LIFE             by Harriet Widlund 

Be encouraged by what the Lord is doing in the Body of Christ 

BUMC member Denise Smith recently had an 

experience that reassured her of God’s care and 

provision.  “Take no thought for your life, what ye 

shall eat, or what ye shall drink; … Is not life more 

than meat, and the body than raiment?  Behold the 

fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they 

reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 

Father feedeth them.   Are ye not much better than 

they?” Matthew 6:25-26 (KJV)  

This scripture came alive 

for Denise when she 

recently encountered a 

lone goose that she saw 

every time she passed by 

the stream.  

 

 

 She began stopping and talking to it.  She noticed 

that despite its circumstances, the Lord was 

providing for its needs.  “Someone is bringing you 

corn, and you have water,” she told it. 

As the words left her mouth, Denise felt the Holy 

Spirit speaking to her in a fresh way: “If I take care of 

the goose in such a detailed way, yes, you can trust 

Me to do the same, and more, for your needs.” 

The internet revealed that geese are monogamous 

and pair up for life.  The lone goose may have lost its 

mate through injury or disease, but would possibly 

find a new mate during next year’s mating season. 

If you have experienced God’s presence in a new or 

unusual way and are willing to share it, it may be just 

the encouragement that someone else needs to 

hear.  Please report your experience to Harriet  

Widlund 484-840-3634. 


