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Our new pastor’s wife, Traci, thinks of herself as being in ministry with Nelson 
and being his cheerleader.  Both grew up in Shamokin, PA, and Traci went to 
Reading Hospital School of Nursing where she earned an RN. 
 

Did you always want to be a nurse?  No, originally I wanted to be a physician, 
but as a new mom in my junior year of high school, I knew medical school would 
be too time consuming as a single parent. 
 

Do you have a nursing specialty?  No, I did rehabilitative nursing in Reading, 
providing home health care and hospice.  Now I’m doing acute care at 
Brandywine Hospital in Coatesville. 
 

What’s the most rewarding part of nursing?  Hospice was the most rewarding 
because the family was genuinely 
appreciative of the care their loved one 
received in their final days. I also love 
being able to educate people on 
community resources and wellness, and 
proactively identifying issues and 
empowering successful living. 
 

How did you meet Nelson? Nelson was 
two years ahead of me in high school.  He 
was a wrestler and quite introverted.  I 
was into cheerleading and basketball.  Nelson thought I was a snob; I thought he 
was a geek.  Our first date was at MacDonald’s.  I was impressed with Nelson 
because he was involved with my son Wade and he paid for the food.   
 

What do you enjoy doing in your free time?  I like to read, sit at the pond behind 
the parsonage, (which has travelled with us from house to house), pray in our 
“war room” (smallest room of the house), and be at the beach in awe of the 
power and majesty of the ocean waves.  We also love Williamsburg. 
 

What are the highlights of your life?  Becoming a mom, becoming a nurse, 
becoming a mom again, marrying Nelson, and enjoying our sons’ 
accomplishments. 
 

What ministries interest you most?  Youth ministry and missions, and I have a 
heart for broken women. 
 

How did you come to know the Lord?  I was 24 years old. I attended an evening 
worship service at a tiny country camp meeting with some of the poorest, but 
happiest, people I had ever seen.  I gave my life to Christ that night.  When I 
returned home, Nelson said he saw a band of angels enter our home as I walked 
through the front door.                                                                                     

Shout for joy to the 

Lord, all the earth. 

Psalm 100:1 
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What would you like to be remembered for? Having a 
heart reflecting Jesus and to live here for Christ, not 
myself.  The prospect of someday hearing “Well done, 
my good and faithful servant” drives me every day.  I 
would also like the congregation to know that if they’re 
in a place where they have no one to trust or confide in, 
I’m there as a prayer warrior for them. 
 

On September 16, more than 70 women attended our 
Fall Social called “Fashionable Faith.”  They were 
greeted with a beautifully decorated Chanel-themed 
fellowship hall, courtesy of Jan Samuelian’s artistic 
ability.   As they admired the setting, they were invited 
to sample a variety of delicious pastries, cheeses, and 
fruits.    

 
A fast-paced YouTube video of 
how to tie and wear scarves 
mesmerized the audience.   This 
was followed by actual 
demonstration of different ways 
of tying scarves by our multi-
talented Julianne Eisele and her 
model, Rian Giunta.   

As the evening progressed, Fran Currie delivered a fun 
but thought-provoking presentation of how God expects 
us to show our outward fashion (behavior) based on His 
word (the fruit of the spirit, Galatians 5:22).  An 
energetic and humorous dialogue by Fran and Beverly 
Soper encompassed the presentation of the gospel and 
wearing the armor of God (Ephesians 6:10-19).   

 
The evening ended with the 
giving of door prizes and 
favors.  May God continue to 
reveal Himself to us and may 
we be dressed to reveal Him 
to others.  

 
 

Thank you to all who donated professional women’s 
clothing.  Donations were brought to Career Wardrobe, 
Landsdowne, PA (CareerWardrobe.org). 
(CareerWardrobe.org). They help those in need of 
professional clothing.  The store manager was very 
grateful for the generosity of the women of BUMC.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued from Page 1 

Women’s Ministry 

Christmas Tea 

Welcome the Christmas Season with an elegant 
Christmas Tea.  Mark your calendars for 
Saturday December 7, 2019 from 9 to 11:30 AM.  
Eleanor Isaacson, a survivor of World War II, 
author of Dancing from Darkness is our 
inspirational speaker. 

Sign ups begin November 3. 

Christmas Bible Study 

The women’s Bible Study groups will focus on 
Christ at Christmas.  This four-week Bible Study 
on A Case for Christmas by Lee Strobel will begin 
November 18 (Monday nights) and November 20  
(Wednesday mornings).  Nursery will be 
provided on Wednesday mornings.   All women 
are welcome. 

Sign ups begin October 13. 

For further information regarding women’s 
events, please contact Fran Currie 610-399-1847 
or Erlinda Wheeler 610-793-2697 
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BOOK REVIEW                 

 

 

 

 

 

SATAN Exposed:  
A Biblical Theology of Spiritual Warfare 

In Satan Exposed, Dr. William P. Payne provides a 

balanced and unapologetic explanation of the 

struggle all believers are in whether they like it or 

not.  When we pray Matthew 6:10, “Thy kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven,” we are reciting 

our own marching orders.  

This is part of Matthew 28:18-20, the great 

commission. When Jesus stated, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me,” he was 

speaking about spiritual authority. All those who 

name the name of Jesus as Lord are inhabited by 

His Spirit and are directed to “make disciples of all 

nations…and to teach them to obey everything I 

have commanded you.” This would be impossible 

to perform without the supernatural power 

available to us through the shed blood of Jesus and 

the indwelling Holy Spirit (Zechariah 4:6). 

In Satan Exposed, Dr. Payne sets forth the theory of 

why we are in a spiritual battle and refers not only 

to Old and New Testament Scripture, but also to 

other primary sources, recent discoveries, and 

ancient folklore and legend. He also helps us to 

understand our part in this conflict and the future 

promise of complete victory. 

Have you ever wondered who is the Prince of Persia 

mentioned in Daniel 10:13?  What about references 

to ghosts and spirits in the Bible?  

The modern mind, now darkened by 

“Enlightenment” thinking, has abandoned the very 

information that explains how to overcome evil and 

why we need to do it.  

On the final page 

of his book, Dr. 

Payne reflects the 

classic Wesleyan 

approach to our 

calling in this 

world: “As the 

church expands 

the kingdom of God into the realm of Satan, God 

continues to destroy the power of evil, to set 

people free, and to reorder fallen social structures. 

As such, when the church follows Jesus’ example, it 

must embrace spiritual warfare without neglecting 

to minister to physical oppression and human 

need.”  

We are called to be both in, but not of, the world. In 

Satan Exposed, Dr. Payne sheds light on what we 

need to know in order to fulfill the Great 

Commission and the Great Commandment. 

Dr. Payne is a Professor of Evangelism and World 
Missions at Ashland University Theological Seminary 
in Ohio.  He has served as a Navy and Marine Corps 
chaplain for many years, providing him with 
ministry opportunities in 27 countries. He pastored 
Cuban refugee camps in Panama and planted 
Hispanic ministries throughout the Tampa Bay, 
Florida area. He is an ordained United Methodist 
elder who travels abroad periodically to teach 
seminars on spiritual warfare, a much 
misunderstood and vital aspect of the Christian’s 
life. 

 

By Jane Bonner 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

How much did you learn in reading the book of Acts? 

1. Where was Saul headed when Jesus appeared to   
 him with flashing lights from heaven? 

 A) Rome   B) Damascus  C) Jerusalem  D) Tarsus 

2. Who opened the door for Peter after his release 
from prison by an angel? 

 A) Mary    B) Abigail   C) Dorcas   D) Rhoda 

3. Who was the first Christian martyr stoned to 
death? 

 A) James  B) Aeneas  C) Silas  D) Stephen 

4. Who was chosen to replace Judas? 

 A) Matthias  B) Barnabas  C) Jude  D) No one 

5. Who came at Pentecost? 

 A) Saul   B) Herod   C) Holy Spirit   D) Jesus 

6. What happened to Ananias and Sapphira when 
they lied about the price of their property? 

 A) They dropped dead   B) They were fined                        

 C) They repented  D) They cried 

7. What describes Dorcas? 

 A) disciple  B) Tabitha C) dead  but revitalized 
 D) all of these 

8. What was the name of the devout centurion? 

 A) Cornelius   B) Marcus   C) Brutus  D) Festus 

9. Where was Paul going when he was shipwrecked? 

 A) Tyre   B) Antioch  C) Rome   D) Athens 

10. What did Peter see in his vision of the sheet being 
 lowered from heaven? 

 A) nothing    B) all kinds of animals    

 C) 3 little pigs     D) anointing oil 

 

Bible Trivia Quiz 
ANSWERS:  1.B   2.D   3.D    4.A    5.C   6.A   7.D   8.A   9.C   10.B 

 
October 13 - October 18 
Samaritan’s Purse Mission Trip 
 
Saturday, October 19 
9:00 AM: Good Works 
 
Saturday,  October 26 
4:00 to 6:00 PM: Trunk or Treat 
 
Sunday, November 3 
Daylight Savings Time Ends - Turn Your 
Clocks back! 
 
Saturday, November 9 
9:00 AM: Service Saturday 
 
Sunday, November 10 
11:30 AM: Church Conference 
 
Sunday, November 17 
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox 
Collection due date 
 
Wednesday, November 27 
7:00 PM Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 
Thursday Nights - Financial Peace  
7:00 PM: fpu.com/1093969 

 
Wednesday Nights 

Work on Weekends? Worship on 
Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM.  
1st Wednesday of the month,  
join us for dinner at 6:15 PM. 

Public Governing Council Meeting Dates 

Monday, October 21 

Monday, November 18 

At 7:00 PM in Room 201 

New Worship Times 
8:45 AM: Traditional 

10:45 AM: Praise and Worship 

http://fpu.com/1093969


 

 

 

The objective of the Bridge Committee and team is 

to reach out to the community around us, build 

relationships, and help expand God’s kingdom here 

on earth.  Current members include Pam Nichols, 

Dale Plummer, Kim Swerdon, Ron Swerdon, and 

David Kreh.  We currently have openings for two 

more folks to join us. 

One objective of the Committee is to help 

Bethlehem Church be seen as a bright light in the 

extended area around Thornton, PA.  The vision is 

that the entire congregation would be inspired and 

their hearts motivated to participate in this 

concerted effort to obey God’s calling to reach out 

beyond the four walls of the church.   

This is also called outreach, and in a book by Steve 

Sjogren and Dave Ping, it is called “Outflow.”  

Outflow is about overflowing into your community.  

It’s about reaching out with God’s love to everyone 

around you.  It’s about a natural and relational way 

of engaging with the people around you.  It’s about 

serving them with no strings attached.  It’s about 

loving them with God’s love.  As a result, not only 

will the community be impacted by the love of Jesus, 

but as we reach into the community, we develop a 

richer relationship with God.   

“Outflow is about leaving a legacy – a legacy that 

will last long after you’re gone.  It’s about 

reaching your world – the world God has placed 

you in.  It’s about being known for loving God… 

and loving God’s people.” 

There are activities both ongoing and planned that 

will be part of how Bethlehem Church reaches out to 

the community such as: 

 Trunk or Treat 

 Free coffee give away at soccer fields – see photo 

 Working with Cheyney University students 

 Start-up of Bible studies in the George W. Hill 

Correction facility 

 Christmas at Bethlehem 

 Safety and Security Seminar 

 Financial Peace University 

So as we continue to pray through the book of Acts, 

we need to continually seek God’s direction for our 

lives and how He would like us to reach out into the 

community with the love of Jesus. 
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Bridge Committee is on the Move! By David Kreh 



 

 

 

With Election Day coming up on November 5, you 

may wonder if God cares if you vote.  Aren’t religion 

and politics supposed to be 

separate? 

Well…no.   

In Isaiah 9:6 we read that “unto 

us a child is born, a son is given, 

and the government will be on 

his shoulders.” Clearly, the child 

referred to is Jesus.  So if the government is on Jesus’ 

shoulders, it means that he is the foundation of our 

government.  Our Founding Fathers “got it” by 

referring to God in the Declaration of Independence 

and the U.S. Constitution at the birth of our country. 

Scripture also tells us that God “sets up kings and 

deposes them” (Daniel 2:21).  Our country does not 

have kings, but we can infer that the parallel for us 

would be not only the President, but our other 

government leaders as well:  Senators, Congressmen, 

County Commissioners, Township Supervisors, 

Borough Council members, and School Board 

members.   

Since our form of government entails voting people 

into office and we are God’s hands on earth, it 

follows that we should prayerfully seek God’s 

wisdom in who He would have in office and then go 

to the polls on Election Day and vote our conscience. 

A common misconception is that odd-year elections 

like this one in 2019 don’t really matter; the only 

thing that matters is the Presidential election every 

four years. 

Wrong! 

The people running for election this year have vast 

control over our lives.  Your township supervisors are 

responsible for your police protection, trash 

collection, sewers, etc.  Judges have people’s lives in 

their hands, deciding whether to send them to jail 

and for how long, or whether a fine is in order.  Your 

County district attorney works with the police to 

keep your neighborhood safe.  School boards not 

only have the education of the next generation in 

their hands, but are the largest taxing authority in 

the county. 

Lastly, remember the patriots who fought for your 

right to vote by enduring freezing cold at Valley 

Forge with no shoes, no pay, little food, and if that 

weren’t bad enough…dysentery as well.  Don’t we 

owe it to them to vote to honor their sacrifice? 

Women: You weren’t allowed to vote until 1920, 

thanks to the efforts of Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton, and other suffragettes who endured 

force-feeding in prison among other indignities.  

Honor their efforts by voting on November 5. 

Online voter registration:  www.VotesPA.com. For 

Absentee ballot applications:  www.VotesPA.com/

ApplyAbsentee 
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By Marian McGrath 

 
 

DOES GOD WANT YOU TO VOTE? 


