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“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can 

do the good things he planned for us long ago.” – Ephesians 2:10 

God had a masterpiece in mind when Anthony Washington and Kevin Giannotti 
felt the Lord’s leading in their life to create the Philly Mission Blitz two years ago. 
I have been blessed to join them in their mission in my time here as the Youth 
Pastor.  

For those who may not know, the Philly Mission Blitz is a partnership between 
Bethlehem UMC and our friends at All One Body (AOB) ministries to serve the 
homeless of Philadelphia. Each year, we collect used winter clothing, blankets, 
brand new socks, underwear, and toiletries to take into the city. Our youth group 
also makes lunches to hand out to those in need. Then, our youth ministry and 
our partners at AOB arrive in Philly to hand out these donations at no cost and 
wait for the homeless to come. If they do not come to us, we go to them! This 
event truly is God’s masterpiece, leaving each of us speechless and in awe.  

Here are some things our students and leaders had 

to say about our trip:  

“It was one of the most heart-warming experiences I 
have ever been a part of. I was called a God-send and 
that will stick with me for life. I got to pray with 
someone and read Scripture to another, helping them 
know that God was with them.”—8th Grade Student 
 

“I thought the trip was super empowering because I 
got to witness 
and be a part of 
a group of 
fellow Christians of all ages, races, and 
denominations coming together with the 
common goal of serving Jesus and helping 
the local community. During times like 
these when our society is filled with such 
hatred and division, it’s so encouraging to 
be able to see people helping others. That 
love and joy that we are spreading is what 

the world needs. I witnessed Jesus work through everyone on the trip and was 
humbled and touched by everyone I met!”—High School Senior 
 

“The Philly Mission Blitz was both a touching and fulfilling experience. We got to 
interact, help, and serve some truly wonderful people in Jesus’ name!” –Adult 
Leader                                                                                  

For unto us a child is born, a son 

is given, and his name shall be 

called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father,  Prince of Peace 

—Isaiah 9:6 

GOD’S MASTERPIECE By Pastor Heather Houston 

Continued on Page 2 
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Continued from Page 1: 

As Pastor Tim stated before our departure, the Philly 

Mission Blitz is an example of God’s grace. The only 

stipulation for the homeless people of Philadelphia to 

obtain these donations is to simply come and receive. 

The same is true of us. God’s grace is available to us, 

even when we feel more like broken pieces than a 

masterpiece. This grace is available for us to both 

receive for ourselves and show to others.  

Over the next few months, our church will be working  

 

through a series called “Love Does”. This series will put 

into action the love and grace God shows us each day.  

It will challenge us to do the good things God has 

planned for us as individuals and a community, things 

like the Philly Mission Blitz. We hope you consider 

being a part of all God is doing and will continue to do 

at BUMC.  

We are God’s masterpiece. Let’s put God’s handiwork 

on display for all to see this winter! 

He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As 

each part does its own special work, it helps the other 

parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and 

growing and full of love.   Ephesians 4:16 

The Christmas 

season is quickly 

approaching, and 

Bethlehem UMC 

invites our 

community to 

follow the lights in the sky. Of course we are referring 

to Christmas at Bethlehem, an event that brings 

community, friends, members and families together 

for two nights to celebrate our glorious Savior’s birth. 

Christmas at Bethlehem is December 8-9 (mark your 

calendar) from 7:00 pm-9:00 pm. There will be a live 

nativity, a bonfire with s’mores, music in our 

sanctuary, cookies and goodies in Agan Hall, a visit 

with Mrs. Claus, and so much more. Certainly an event 

for all! 

An event of this magnitude is only successful through 

the work of the countless volunteers who come 

forward each year. No doubt many of you have seen 

the sign-up sheets, in prior years, in Agan Hall asking 

for a bit of your time, energy, and creativity in areas of 

food preparation, decorating, nativity acting, singing, 

and more. Please consider volunteering as all gifts and 

talents are needed. 

Each year I have been involved with this event I meet 

more church members who tell me Christmas at 

Bethlehem introduced their family to BUMC. Many 

visitors attend our church for the first time, and it is a 

wonderful welcome and way to show our radically 

loving, grace giving, and outwardly focused mission. 

Whenever there is opportunity to introduce someone 

to Christ, BUMC members step up and open doors. 

Christmas at Bethlehem provides such an opportunity. 

We hope everyone will join us this year, introducing 

BUMC to friends, co-workers, and families. Because at 

BUMC, we are the body of Christ, we are His hands 

and feet, we are His words and teachings. We are 

healthy and 

growing and full 

of love. We ARE 

Christmas at 

Bethlehem. 

CHRISTMAS AT BETHLEHEM                                         By Amy Yannelli 
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We will have a variety of music during our 

Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons, shared by our 

adult and kids choirs, praise band, and brass 

ensemble.  But this year the musical highlight will be 

shared at our Christmas at Bethlehem event on 

December 8 & 9!  You’ll want to invite family and 

friends to come enjoy the many beautiful sounds of 

the season! 

 

 

 

Friday December 8— BUMC Kids Choir will share a 

program entitled “Christmas Around the World” 

during which they will share holiday songs stylized to 

reflect the beautiful and unique ways Jesus is 

celebrated in song at Christmastime around the 

world. Their program will take place 7:15 pm-7:40 

pm.   

Saturday December 9—BUMC Adult Choir will be 

joined by members of the praise team, Kids Choir, 

Youth band, and more to present the gospel through 

songs and carols that share the true Christmas story 

of Jesus, the coming King, and the reality of His 

presence with us today!  Program will take place 

7:30 pm-8 pm.   

“Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the 

angels sing, come adore on bended knee, Christ the 

Lord, the newborn King!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How do you handle the times when “life doesn’t 

make sense”?   During those times and every 

moment of our day, may each one of us remember 

God’s word from Proverbs 3:5-6: 

 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 

on your own understanding; in all your ways submit 

to Him, and He will make your paths straight.”    

We are certainly living in 

uncertain times, and it is 

important for us to 

remember to first, trust 

the Lord, who is our 

Sovereign, all-knowing 

Heavenly Father, who sustains, controls, and has 

authority over all things.   Then, second, lean, which 

means to put our whole being, our hope, our 

strength, our faith on Almighty God who cares and 

knows what’s best.  Third, submit to Him, and 

acknowledge we are His people, the sheep of His 

pasture, and in our weakness, He is the source of our 

strength.   

May we each remember He is a good God who 

oversees this stormy world and is in control of all the 

universe.    During the times when “life doesn’t make 

sense,” let us choose to “look up” to our Lord and 

trust, lean, and submit.   Then may we “look out” for 

those who are hurting and need our 

help.  Dear church family, I thank 

the Lord for each one of you and 

the blessing you are to the Body of 

Christ here at BUMC. 

Your servant,  

Pat Barkman 

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON 

                                                          By Pastor Christie Kelly 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR  
LAY LEADER 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

Saturday, November 4: 8:30 AM 

Heart of Poverty Seminar  

 

Sunday, November 5: Fall 

Fellowship following the 10:30 

AM Service. 

 

Friday, November 10: 6:00 to 8:00 

PM -  Friday Fun Night 

contact info@bethmeth.com  

 

Saturday, November 11: 9:00 AM 

Service Saturday - Meet in the 

parking lot  

 

Wed, November 22: 7:00 PM 

Thanksgiving Eve Service  

 

Saturday, December 2: 9:00 AM 

Women's Ministry Breakfast  

 

Friday, December 8 & Saturday, 

December 9:  7:00 to 9:00 PM 

Christmas at Bethlehem 

 

Sunday, December 24: 

Christmas Eve Services  

The trustees have completed a number of projects: 
handrails were installed on either side of the main entrance; 
the parsonage master bathroom was remodeled, following a 
leak through the kitchen ceiling; and three of the upper 
sewer pumps were replaced. The sanctuary slate roof was 
repaired, and all the valleys and ridges were painted with a 
special paint. The fixed seating area in the grove has new 
landscape fabric and fresh wood chips, and we are creating a storage area for 
the basketball rings behind the Boy Scout shed. 

Inside, a TV was installed in the lobby to enable announcements and other 
information about the church to be communicated to visitors and members. 
TVs were also installed in Turner Lounge and the music room to enhance 
these rooms as classrooms. A church-wide storage and space organization 
project was started, and we will continue to work with ministry leaders and 
the pre-school to optimize storage areas, considering the needs of the 
different ministries.  In support of the Safe Sanctuary policy, all office and 
classroom doors have now been equipped with windows.  

The projects in progress are the upgrading of Turner Lounge, which has been 
in the works for some time, and replacing the wallpaper in the hall with 
paint.  We are currently obtaining pricing on this.  The final big project for 
2017 is the replacement of the last oil-fired heating unit with a gas unit; this 
is the last of the oil-to-gas conversion project. The boiler provides heat to the 
office and classroom wing, and often failed during those really cold days. We 
are very exited about the savings that will be achieved by using natural gas 
instead of oil.  

We were so sad to lose Tom Gallagher, one of our members on June 26. We 
know he is in a better place and rests in peace.  

If you need to bring anything to the attention of the Trustees, please don’t 
hesitate to contact any of the trustees or Albert Cochrane 610-308-1856. 

TRUSTEES UPDATE By Albert Cochrane 
Stop by our Family Table Ministry 

display in Agan Hall on Sunday, 

November 19th!! This is our  

second annual "Thanksgiving"  

book giveaway. Many devotional 

books (for all age levels) will be 

available, along with other items  

to enrich your family dinnertime 

discussions and your time with 

God.   

Save the Date! Our Women's Christmas Breakfast will be 
held on December 2, from 9 - 11am.  It is always a special 
time to gather together, invite friends and celebrate the 
reason for the season, JESUS! Denise Smith will be our 

speaker, Sally DiLodovico will lead Christmas carols and special music 
presented by Jordan Layne. Please sign up and include your guests by 
November 29th; after that date, please call Lori.  Helpers are needed 
Friday evening for food preparation, set up, and decorating. We make it 
fun. This, too, is a special time to get to know one another, fellowship, 
and accomplish much! Please note your area to help on the sign up 
sheet.  Looking forward to seeing you there. To God be the glory! Any 
questions, please call Lori Imparato at 610.459.9451. 


