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What are the most popular holidays in the USA? Here’s the top ten, according to 

the Internet:  

 1-Christmas     6-New Year’s Day 

 2-Halloween     7-Mother’s Day 

 3-Thanksgiving    8-Valentine’s Day 

 4-Independence Day    9-Father’s Day 

 5-Easter     10-Super Bowl Sunday 

Christmas was a no-brainer, but Halloween coming in second surprised me. Not 

surprising that Mother’s Day beat Father’s Day, but I’m stunned that dads beat 

football! I was also surprised that the at-least-nominally religious holidays all 

made the top five… but I suspect that some of those higher rankings are at least 

in part due more to reindeer and bunnies than the birth or resurrection of Jesus. 

The modern word “holiday” literally means “holy day,” though I’m not sure much 

of the holy part exists anymore. 

How much money is spent on these holidays? The numbers I share with you are 

in BILLIONS. Oddly, while Halloween came in second overall in the popularity 

category, it came in 10th out of ten in the money-spent category—“only” a 

collective $6.9B!  

Father’s Day came in 9th at $12.7B (with—seriously and predictably—neckties 

being the #1 seller), thus losing to 8th place Super Bowl at $14.3B (with chicken 

wings being the #1 seller). Mother’s Day ($19.9B) edges out Valentine’s Day 

($18.9B) in total sales (and the #1 seller for both isn’t flowers or candy but eating 

out at a restaurant), and both these easily beat the $16.4B spent at Easter (the 

day of greatest worship attendance each year). Next highest on the list is 

Independence Day, with a BIG jump up to $68.0B (only $0.675B being on 

personally bought fireworks, the bulk being spent on BBQs and picnics!) 

But even the 4th of July amount pales in comparison to Christmas, #1 in 

popularity AND money at a whopping $630.5B! Now, for some strange reason 

this poll wrapped the money spent at Thanksgiving AND New Year’s into the 

Christmas amount, but even with these inflating the Christmas number, about 

the only thing I can find “holy” about this is my response: Holy Cow! Seriously…

$630.5B?!                                                              (continued on page 2) 

For unto us a child is born, a 

son is given...and he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.      

Isaiah 9:6 

Holidays:  Popular & Lavish— But Holy? 

By Pastor Tim Kriebel 



 

 

 
2 

(Continued from page 1) 

Such a number certainly re-emphasizes the need to 

focus more fully on (and with full participation AT) our 

Christmas at Bethlehem weekend as a way of reaffirm-

ing what Christmas is really all about! And it also rein-

forces the validity of giving away our entire Christmas 

Eve offering to something other than ourselves (this 

year it’ll be The Philadelphia Project, a wonderful out-

reach ministry in Philly that does food distribution and 

runs a preschool, after school program, and summer 

day camp.  It also allows children, teens, and adults to 

engage in home repair ministry!).  

Although our culture has largely taken over even the 

“Christian” holidays, we really can’t expect holidays 

ever to be truly holy days again. Instead, our focus 

needs to be on the holiness of each of our lives individ-

ually. This will happen only as we surrender more and 

more to the movement and transformation of the HO-

LY Spirit in us and through us.  

1 Peter 1:15-16 is most appropriate and applicable 

here: But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy 

in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am 

holy.’  Forget more holy days; what we really need are 

more holy people…and people who are more holy. 

 

Christmas at Bethlehem … Light in the Sky 
By Amy Yannelli 

The Christmas season is quickly approaching and 

Bethlehem UMC invites our community to follow the 

lights in the sky…to Christmas at Bethlehem, an event 

that brings community, friends, members, and families 

together for two nights to celebrate our glorious 

Savior’s birth. 

Christmas at Bethlehem is Friday and Saturday, 

December 9-10 from 7 pm to 9 pm. There will be a live 

nativity, a bonfire with s’mores, music in our sanctuary, 

cookies and goodies in Agan Hall, a visit with Mrs. 

Claus, and so much more. Certainly an event for all! 

An event of this magnitude is only successful through 

the work of countless volunteers. There are sign-up 

sheets in Agan Hall asking for a bit of your time, 

energy, and creativity in the areas of food preparation, 

decorating, nativity acting, singing, and more. Please 

consider volunteering as all gifts and talents are 

needed. 

Many church members tell me that Christmas at 

Bethlehem introduced their family to BUMC. This is the 

first time many people come to our church and it is a 

wonderful welcome and way to show our radically 

loving, grace giving, and outwardly focused mission. 

Whenever there is opportunity to introduce someone 

to Christ, BUMC members step up and open doors. 

Christmas at Bethlehem provides such an opportunity. 

We hope everyone will join us this year, introducing 

BUMC to friends, co-workers, families. Because at 

BUMC, we are the body of Christ; we are His hands and 

feet; we are His words and teachings. We are healthy 

and growing and full of love. We ARE Christmas at 

Bethlehem. 
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“You might be crazy.”  

These words were spoken to me several times when 

we first brought up this idea. Okay, they’re still being 

spoken. 

The idea? Taking 3rd-5th graders on a mission trip. 

Yeah, I might be crazy! It’s something we’ve never 

done here at BUMC for people so young, but I am 

optimistic about it. Kids enjoy serving. 

I remember how much they loved going to Barclay 

friends nursing home and singing to the residents 

there during the 40 Days of Community. 

They make a “prayer chain” for the Kenya team each 

year. 

There’s always kids that show up to lend a hand on 

Service Saturday. 

Kids pray for their friends that are sick and make 

cards for the child who lost a grandmother. 

Awana students consistently share their Awana bucks 

with those that are a few short of buying a prize they 

want. 

Families work together to pack shoeboxes for 

Operation Christmas Child. 

 

Young and old join together to serve at the Hope Café 

in Chester. 

Kids enjoy serving. And we can learn a lot from their 

joyful attitude. 

So yes, this trip is something very different. But in 

some ways, it is familiar. It’s just another opportunity 

for them to practice what they’ve been doing on a 

regular basis. The only difference is taking kids into 

Philadelphia to stay for two nights. (Okay, a little 

crazy…) 

November 4-6 we will be joining with The 

Philadelphia Project for a short-term mission trip. 

We will spend Saturday in the home of a Philly 

resident, working diligently to improve their living 

conditions. Some kids might swing a hammer. They 

might rake leaves, or they might paint a wall. I don’t 

know exactly what the weekend will hold, and I don’t 

need to know. What I do know is that God is leading a 

couple of 3rd-5th grade students to get out of their 

comfort zone and serve, and I could not be more 

proud of them. 

Sounds like just the right amount of crazy. 

KIDS IN ACTION 
By Kevin Giannotti 

Christmas Breakfast — Saturday, December 3, from 
9 to 11 am.  Join us for food, fellowship, and an en-
couraging message entitled Did You Know? by Patri-
cia Barkman. The ministry to help this year will be 
City Team. Look for more details and be sure to sign 
up soon.  This is a wonderful time to gather together, 
to invite friends, and to enjoy the true reason for the 
season -- Jesus.  

Winter Bible Study  -- Set Apart by Jessica LaGrone, a 
study on 1 & 2 Kings, looks at the holy habits of the 
prophets and kings who were set apart by their close 
walk with God.   Choose either Monday evenings 7-9 
pm or Wednesday mornings 9:30 - 11:30 am.  Sign up 
and get your book early.  Monday sessions begin Jan-
uary 9.  Wednesday sessions begin January 11. 
 
Spring Retreat   March 31 to April 2 at the Grand Ho-
tel in Cape May, NJ.   Speaker will be Birgit Eichinger.  
More information coming soon. Please consider join-
ing us to get away and to connect with God and other 
women.  It is always a special time. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

By Lori Imparato 
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Here’s an easy and fun way to help little ones learn the joy of giving at Frederick Douglass Christian School 
(FDCS) in Chester, PA. 
 

Behind the doors of FDCS lives are changed.  We at BUMC play a big part in seeing this happen. Several from 
our pastoral staff and congregation support FDCS by volunteering as teachers assistants, 
organizing the library, reading to the children, teaching gym, teaching art, praying for them, 
and financially supporting them.  
 

This Christmas season, we will be teaching the pre-school through 2nd grade children about 
joyful giving.  In addition to posting Bible verses about giving throughout the school, Pastor 
Kevin and others will teach them what the Bible says about giving.  The children will be 
asked to learn Bible verses and will be doing other things to earn play money called "JOY" 
dollars. The third week of December the children will be able to purchase gifts from the JOY 
Store  to give to their Mom's and Dad's.   
 

We cannot do this WITHOUT YOU.  We need you to pray, donate time, and donate gifts (re-gifts, dollar store 
items). 
 

On December 4th and 11th we will be collecting the gifts. Please let Sue Winterode know if you can help 
with this project. You will be blessed.   

Family Table Ministry 

The Joy of Giving By Sue Winterode 

 

By Janet Samuelian 

AVOIDING STRESS  AT THANKSGIVING 

Be realistic:  Remember, you are not going to be on 

the “Food Network.” 

Get started now!  Plan weeks ahead, it’s well worth  

the effort and will allow you to feel in control. 

Menu:  Keep it simple! Stay with familiar dishes that 

are tried and true.  Just because a recipe doesn’t 

have a long list of ingredients and several steps, 

does not mean it’s not delicious.  Think about what 

your family likes and what you enjoy preparing.  

Don’t hesitate to ask friends/family to bring sides or 

desserts.  It’s not a sin to purchase some pre-made 

sides or fillers.  Have at least two copies of your 

menu, one to work off of and one to take shopping. 

Set-up plans:  Have your table decoration ideas and 

seating arrangements laid out on paper, days ahead 

of the actual dinner.  If you are able, set your table 

no later than the night before.  Have all serving 

dishes, along with the proper serving utensil set out. 

Place a “sticky” note on each serving dish, indicating 

what goes in it.  If you are lucky enough to have 

family or friends stop in the kitchen to help, they will 

be able to serve up all your culinary creations 

without asking a hundred questions. 

Final tip—Gravy!!  The word that sets many folks 

into panic mode!  Don’t feel guilty if you buy 

prepared turkey gravy.  It might be a good idea for 

some.   Make your gravy ahead and store it in a 

thermos to keep it hot and ready to go at the last 

minute. 

BON APPETIT !! 
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“For unto us is born a Savior… 

 …He shall be called Wonderful Counselor 

 

He will wipe every tear from their eyes and death shall be no more… 

  …Look I am making all things new!”  
 

In a world full of darkness and despair, we have one hope, one source of true joy.  He is 

Emmanuel, God with us.  He is the Redeemer of our stories, the Author of the greatest story 

every told.  Come and celebrate all He has done, and be filled with hope and joy as we 

anticipate all He will do!  

Joy In the Journey 

An All-Music Celebration of Christmas and  

Our Coming King  

Featuring anthems by Michael W. Smith and Chris Tomlin and many well-loved carols 

performed by BUMC Worship Team & Choir, Brass Ensemble, & more!  

Sunday, December 18 

9am & 10:30am  

Please note:    December 18 is our last Sunday service of 2016. 

Christmas Eve offering will be given to the Philadelphia Project 



 

 

 

Greetings to my Bethlehem Church 

family.   It has certainly been a 

pleasure for me to serve our church 

as your Lay Leader since 2005.   If 

you are not familiar with the duties 

of a Lay Leader, “laity” means people 

of faith who aren’t the minister or 

clergy.   I have the privilege of being 

the representative of the laity of our 

church to the pastoral staff.  I attend 

and have voting privileges in the 

many ministries of our church 

including the Ministry Steering 

Committee, Nominations, Staff 

Parish, Finance, Ad Board and 

regularly meet with the Pastor to 

discuss the state of the church and 

ministries of the church.     

My husband and I have been blessed 

to be a part of this congregation for 

30 years, where our family has 

grown in our faith and walk with the 

Lord through the sound biblical 

teachings of our church.  Over the 

years, we have been encouraged by 

our Bethlehem community of friends 

who have blessed our lives with their 

great love, caring, and heart to serve 

the people of this church, 

community, and beyond.   

As I recently attended and witnessed 

the wonderful turnout to honor our 

staff at the “Appreciation Dinner”, I 

can say we are truly blessed with a 

godly staff who love the Lord, are 

committed, dedicated to serve His 

purposes, and who live out their 

faith each day.   

Praise God for the vision He has 

given BUMC to be “an authentic 

Christian community, which is 

radically loving, outwardly focused, 

and grace giving.”    May each one of 

us be faithful to God’s Vision by 

doing our part, which is standing on 

the infallible Word of God, inviting 

visitors, and serving in the many 

ministries of our church.   May each 

one of us choose to use our God-

given gifts and talents to bring glory 

to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.    

John 15:8 says “This is my Father’s 

glory that you bear much fruit, 

showing yourselves to be my 

disciples”.   As 2017 will be the “Year 

of Evangelism” may we bear much 

fruit by showing God’s character and 

qualities, sharing the good news of 

Jesus with the people God brings 

into our life.   

I Corinthians 1:4 – “I always thank 

my God for you because of his grace 

given you in Christ Jesus.”   Amen! 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR LAY LEADER 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

Sat Nov 5, 2016: 7pm Kenya 
Dessert & Talkback 
 

Fri, Nov 4 thru Sun Nov 6 
Philly Project Mission Trip 
 

Sun Nov 6, 2016 
Communion Sunday 
FALL BACK 
 

Tue Nov 8, 2016: Election Day  
 

Fri Nov 11, 2016: 6:00 – 8:00 PM  
Friday Fun Night 
 

Sat Nov 12, 2016: 9:00 AM 
Service Saturday 
 

Sun Nov 13, 2016: Operation 
Christmas Child Shoebox 
Collection begins (ends 
Monday, November 21) 
 

Fri Nov 18, 2016: 6:30PM Men's 
Campfire in the Grove 
 

Sat Nov 19, 2016: 9:00AM – 
Good Works 
 

Wed Nov 23, 2016: 7:00pm 
Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 

Thu Nov 24, 2016: Offices 
Closed - Happy Thanksgiving 
 

Fri Nov 25, 2016: Offices Closed 
 

Sat Dec 3, 2016: 9:00 AM 
Women's Christmas Brunch 
 

Sun Dec 4, 2016 
Communion Sunday 
 

Fri Dec 9, 2016: 7:00 PM 
Christmas at Bethlehem 
 

Sat Dec 10, 2016: 7:00 PM 
Christmas at Bethlehem 
 

Fri Dec 16, 2016: 6:30PM  Men's 
Campfire in the Grove 
 

Sat Dec 24, 2016 
7:00, 9:00 and 11:00 PM 
Christmas Eve Service 
 

Sun Dec 25, 2016 
Mon Dec 26, 2016 
Merry Christmas: Offices Closed  

By Pat Barkman 


