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The Year of Evangelism won’t happen… unless the Year of Healing continues. 

This is true for five reasons: 

1. Healing is our core mission; our Mission Statement—which is a perpetual 

reality, not simply an annual emphasis—reflects this truth; remember what it 

says: “We are called to seek the LOST, to restore the BROKEN, and to make 

the WOUNDED whole.” (Note that the emphasis added by the capitalized 

words reveal the need for spiritual, emotional, and physical healing 

respectively) 

2.  If we are still deeply lost, broken, and wounded ourselves, we will be 

ineffective evangelizing others who are lost, broken, and wounded. 

Conversely, if Jesus has found, restored, and made us whole, we will be 

dynamic witnesses for Christ, with tremendous testimonies to tell others 

about the wondrous ways Jesus can change their lives for the better, as He’s 

done for us! 

3.  The on-going emphasis on healing continues to strengthen our faith through: 

 Believing that Jesus has the POWER to save and forgive as well as heal 

 Believing that Jesus has the COMPASSION and loving desire to save and 

heal everyone 

 Believing that Jesus CALLS us as His followers, and empowers us to do just 

what He did and is still doing in and through us as agents of His healing 

and salvation  

4.  The on-going emphasis on healing continues to humble us by:  

 Making us realize that we need Jesus as badly as everyone else, and that 

we ALL need Him day after day, so there is no longer any self-

righteousness or judgment but a common rejoicing over the grace, mercy 

and deliverance we each can or have received 

 Shifting us from a me-centered mindset (“Boy, I didn’t get much out of 

worship this morning!” or “How come I’m supposed to talk to people I 

don’t know?”) to a Christ-centered mindset (“Jesus, how did I honor You 

with my worship today?” or “Jesus, prompt me to share my testimony 

with someone You know needs to hear it.”) 

                                                              (continued on Page 2)                                                   

For , lo, the winter is 

past...flowers appear on 

the earth; the time of the 

singing of birds is come 

Song of Solomon 2:11-12 

Healing               Evangelism 

By Pastor Tim Kriebel 



 

 

 
2 

(Continued from page 1) 

5.  Genuine evangelism—that is, faith-sharing—begins 

to happen when we adopt the mind of Christ 

(“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours 

in Christ Jesus”—Philippians 2:5; “Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind….”—Romans 12:2), which 

results in a: 

 Deeper and truer love that begins with an increasing 

intimacy with the Father, personally experiencing 

His love for us more and more every day, leading to 

a greater and greater love for Him in return, and 

resulting in an increasingly passionate desire to love 

others in and for Jesus (“We love, because He first 

loved us.”—1 John 4:19) 

 Profound mind-shift from “I’m not worthy to share 

my story because of who I am” to “I can’t wait to 

tell my story because of who He’s made me!” and 

from “God made me quiet and shy” to “God’s 

Spirit has remade me bold and courageous!” and 

from “I’ve lost my burden” to “I have a burden for 

the lost!” and from “I’m weak and ill-equipped and 

unable to make a difference” to “I can do all things 

in Him Who strengthens me!” (Philippians 4:13)  

I believe the Year of Evangelism will happen… 

 …because the Lord’s healing grace and saving 

grace and sustaining grace and transforming grace and 

prevenient grace and never-ending grace is right now 

being poured out on the people of Bethlehem UM…and 

on YOU! 

 Sew On and Sew Forth By Maureen Chandler 

You may have heard the whirring of sewing machines, 
the snip, snip of scissors, or happy laughter at BUMC 
recently, and wondered "What is going on?" What you 
are hearing is the BUMC Sewing Ministry headed by 
Helen Turner. 
 

Helen and her group are using their love of sewing to 
minister to those in need around the world. Locally, we 
are providing colorful, custom-made pillow cases for 
young patients in hospitals. Having a touch of home 
brings these children great comfort, and a welcome 
change from bland hospital décor. 
 

We also make hooded bath towels and totes to benefit 
the ladies and babies ministered to by the Chester 
County Women’s Services. These new moms are 
taught how to care for their baby’s needs, both 
physical and spiritual, including how to give a slippery 
infant a bath. They are given a Bible and other tools 
and information, all sent home in a special tote bag, 
made by our group, and others. 
 

Internationally, we are making dresses and boy’s shorts 
to send to Kenya with our mission team. Not many 
people know that one of the roadblocks to getting an 
education in African nations is lack of clothing! If a 

child does not have a decent outfit to wear to school, 
and many do not, they are not permitted to attend 
school. Last year, we sent 183 dresses with our Kenya 
team, and now that many little girls can attend school. 
 

And, in a wonderful example of how God uses even the 
leftovers in life to benefit His 
creation, any fabric scraps 
generated by all this activity 
are collected and given to 
one of Helen’s friends, who 
makes beds for dogs being 
adopted. 
 

How can you help? Are you a person who "used to" 
sew, or know someone who does? If you have a 
"stash" of fabric you won’t be using, consider donating 
it to this cause. Cotton and other light woven fabrics 
are best. Can you sew? Join us! (We usually meet the 
3rd Wednesday afternoon each month. See notices in 
the Bulletin.)  Don’t know how to sew? Join us anyway, 
we will teach you. Men are welcome, too, women are 
not the only sewing divas these days! Donations for 
fabric purchase are also very welcome, please see  
Helen Turner 610.358.3638 
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Soul Sisters Smile as they.... 

     Study, Share, Serve, and "See" God Move 

At our September Social, we gathered together for 
food, fellowship, and a fall craft -- pumpkins made 
out of copper wire. As we assembled and glued 
embellishments to our creation, we were able to 

meet 
and 
greet old 
friends 
and new 
and lend 
a helping 
hand to 
another. 

Spiritually, it symbolized how God can take ordinary 
items and put them together to make something 
beautiful. 

Our Bible studies focused on trusting God in the 
storms of life, being set apart for God and for others, 
and having an unshakeable faith.  First, we looked at 

women 
of the 
Bible, 
then 
we 
looked 
at 
men, 
and in 
spring 

we will look at Peter. Whether Old or New 
Testament, there are examples to follow, and not to 
follow, and timeless treasures still relevant today and 
valuable to learn from and live by.  Our Spring Study 
is an 8-session non-DVD study titled "Unshakeable 
Faith" by Kathy Howard. Each week features a 
different faith trait. Choose either Monday evenings 
from 7-9 pm starting February 20 or Wednesday 
mornings from 9:30-11:30 am starting February 22. 
Cost is $7.  

Our Christmas Breakfast was well attended by both 

new and old friends. We were especially blessed to 
have our own Pat Barkman speak. She posed the 
question, "Did you know?"  and  taught from Mary's 
story from Luke 1:26-38.  Pat shared her testimony 
and assured us that you are a child of God, and that 
Jesus is the answer. It is important to have a deep 
well of faith so that we are able to tap into it when 
we meet challenges. There was hardly a dry eye in 
the house as we were filled with hope and wonder in 
our God. The men served with smiles. Donations 
were collected for City Team. 

Women gathered together one Saturday for an 
opportunity to serve our men during their Men's 
Event.  A special way to get to know one another, 
work together, and have fun. 

Our Spring Retreat is also a favorite.  This year we 
head to Cape May, NJ, for a time with God and each 
other to refresh, renew, reconnect, and rest.  We will 
be staying at the Grand Hotel, across from the beach. 
Our speaker, Birgit Eichinger, will be sharing on 
trusting God even in times of storms, when trust 
seems illogical, when we are afraid, or when God's 
timing is not our own. By looking at who God is and 
what He has done, our trust in God increases.  
Registrations, room selections, and payments were 
due February 19th. After that date, openings will be 
based on hotel availability.   

Join us soul sisters and study, share, serve, and "see" 
God move....and smile!  :) 

Any questions, please contact Lori Imparato 
610.459.9451. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

By Lori Imparato 
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WOOFI — Here and Abroad By  Harriet Widlund 

Woofi “tells” the Gospel story through a wordless 

color book that young children can understand, and 

of course, what child doesn’t like to cuddle an 

adorable plush puppy?  Combine the two, and you 

have children embracing the Gospel story in a unique 

and appealing way. 

Bethany Christian Services  

(a world wide adoption and 

family crisis ministry) is 

thrilled to be recipients of 

our Woofi pups.  In this 

photo, a child’s joy is shown 

as she holds a Woofi in front 

of a tree where each leaf 

has a name of a child that 

was placed safely that year.  

We have made two 

donations to the main office 

in Elkins Park. 

Kevin and Becky Giannotti gave  Woofi to each 

student at Frederick Douglass Christian School in 

Chester after Kevin presented the Gospel in his 

wonderful child-engaging way.                                                                   

 

 

Woofi has also 

gone overseas to 

Ukraine.  This little 

girl is in a 

missionary family 

in the city of 

Kharkiv, which has 

40 universities.  

The missionaries there are doing evangelistic work 

among the students. 

Special thanks to some BUMC folks who have helped 

this ministry: 

 Maureen McCann 

rehabbed a cabinet 

for storage of 

Woofi puppies at 

church. 

 Brenda Orso had 

Woofi at a 

September 

fundraiser and 

family time for the Chester County Women’s 

Services. 

 Woody Widlund 

presented Woofi 

at Founders Day 

in Thornbury 

Park. 

 

 

Want to learn more about the Woofi ministry or need 

a Woofi for a child, grandchild, or baby shower gift?  

Call Harriet Widlund 484-840-3634. 
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By Pastor Kevin Giannotti 

FRIDAY FUN NIGHT, VALENTINE’S EDITION 

Being a parent is hard work.  

I wouldn’t know from personal experience, but as I 
watch how parents live on a daily basis, I am 
convinced they have superpowers. From the 
moment they wake their children up until the third 
try to put them to bed, parents operate with a non-
stop engine fueled by love and coffee.  

They get their infant dressed, tie 
their toddler’s shoes, check their 
second grader’s homework, and 
feed the dog…at the same time…
without spilling their (fourth) cup 
of coffee. It’s inspiring. 

I am a firm believer that the 
church should be the family’s 
biggest champion. A parent’s 

biggest support. A child’s favorite place to belong.  

One way of demonstrating that: Friday Fun Night. 

Some have caught on to calling it “Parents Night 
Out.” I kind of like that better. 

On the surface, this event is all about the kids. Four 
times a year, BUMC opens its doors for two hours on 
a Friday night for kids to come. They jump on a moon 
bounce, hurl dodgeballs at each other, eat some 
Goldfish, hang out with friends, and make a hat out 
of a paper plate.  

It is a great night, and kids love 
it. It’s exactly what it sounds 
like—fun on a Friday night. 

But we wanted it to serve the 
parents as much as the kids. 
We wanted it to be a… “Parents 
Night Out.”  

So on the Friday closest to 
Valentine’s Day each year, we extend the evening 
from two hours to three. We also feed the kids 

dinner and add a toddler and nursery class to allow 
children of all ages to attend, all while keeping it 
free. 

As expected, it was a huge hit with the parents. A 
typical Friday Fun Night gets about 40-50 kids. On 
Friday, February 10, BUMC opened its doors for 
three hours so parents could have a “Night Out,” and 
over 100 children came. So many of those children 

are not regular attenders 
of BUMC.  

One hundred kids, 
dinner, and babies is no 
simple task. Over 30 
volunteers from our 
congregation stepped up 

to the plate and surrendered four hours on their 
Friday night in the name of serving parents. Over 30 
volunteers decided to put their love for God and 
their neighbor into action and serve our community. 

If you are one of those 
volunteers—THANK 
YOU. It may have just 
been one night, but 
the parents in our 
community were 
blessed by it. Parents 
that don’t normally 
attend BUMC were 
astounded that a 
church would do 
something like this. The township of Thornton saw 
that Bethlehem Church cares about the families in 
our community. 

You can call it Friday Fun Night, you can call it 
Parents Night Out.  

I call it exciting, and I am grateful to play a part in it. 
And I am even more grateful to each volunteer that 
served the Lord and parents by hanging out with 
some kids.  

Thanks for being a blessing. 

KIDS IN ACTION 



 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

Wed March 1: 7:00 pm  
Ash Wednesday Service 
 
Sunday, March 5 
Communion Sunday 

 

Saturday, March 11: 6:30 pm: 

Healing Service 

 

Saturday, March 18: 7:00 pm: 
Penn State Shades of Blue 

Concert 

9:00 AM - Good Works 

 

March 31 to April 2: Women’s 
Retreat in Cape May, New 

Jersey 

 

Sunday,  April 2 

Communion Sunday 

 

April 6 - 9:  
Men’s Wild at Heart Boot 

Camp at Camp Sankanac 

 

Sunday, April 9 

Palm Sunday 

 

Thursday, April 13: 7:00 pm 
Maundy Thursday 

Communion Service 

 

Friday, April 14: 1:00 pm 
Good Friday Cross Walk from 
Bethlehem UMC to Thornbury 

AME Church 

 

Sunday, April 16: Easter 
Sunday 
6:30 am - Sunrise Service 
9:00 and 10:30 am Easter 
Services. Children’s Sunday 
School and Superchurch 
offered at the 9:00 & 10:30 

Services. 

 

 

 

Working With RAW Chicken 

Care, attention, hygiene, and safety 
are very important when working 
with any raw poultry.  Following a 
few tips will assure success. 

1) Never wash chicken under a 
fierce tap.  It’s one of the easiest 
ways of spreading bacteria.  If 
there are juices in the package, 
dab them away with a paper 
towel. 

2) “Brine” the chicken by filling a 
bowl with cool water with a few 
tablespoons of salt stirred in.  Let 
it sit 20-60 minutes. This flavors 
the chicken, makes it more 
moist, and pulls out any 
impurities, such as bits of blood, 
from the chicken pieces.  

3) Avoid cross-contamination.  
Never use anything that has 
come in contact with raw chicken 
(eg, cutting boards, knives, 
dishes, hands) unless thoroughly 
washed properly. 

4) Cover raw chicken well and 
always put on bottom shelf of 
refrigerator so that juices from 
the chicken won’t drip on other 
food items. 

5) If using a marinade, never baste 
chicken with the marinade it has 
been sitting in.  Always keep 
some fresh marinade aside for 
basting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6) When cleaning up any surface 
areas that have come in contact with 
the raw chicken, make sure you use 
an antibacterial sanitizer. 

Finally, poultry should be cooked to 
165 degrees, and make sure the 
thermometer probe doesn’t touch a 
bone. 

 

Remember — food always tastes 

better when you eat it with family! 
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Family Table Ministry 
By Janet Samuelian 


