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Jesus said, “Let the little
children come to me, and
do not hinder them, for
the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.”
Matthew 19:14
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By Hope Doxtader, Director of Youth Ministry

The spring and summer months will be exciting times for our youth! We will be
welcoming the incoming 6th graders in June and including them in an on-campus
church camp out/lock in (depending on the weather) for June 7-9, ending with
attending the morning church service on June 9.
We have bonfire nights planned as well as Urban Air
Springfield (information and date forthcoming). We want
to hear from the youth as to what they would like to do.
This is their youth group and they have the freedom to be
creative. We want the kids to be proactive; they should
be dreaming and expecting their prayers to be answered.
We want to provide an opportunity for the youth to learn
and grow in the Lord and in the power of His might. The
youth will be challenged to be the best they can be and
to lean into Jesus and who He is.
We will continue to have Bible study every Wednesday evening from 6:30 to 8
pm and youth fellowship every Sunday from 6 to 8 pm. This is where we play
games, sing worship songs, fellowship, and have a lesson.
There will be no Youth Fellowship on Father’s Day, June 16, so that our youth
can be with their family to honor and celebrate dad.
Pease know that I am available to contact via email (hope@bethmeth.com) or
phone (484-580-9385) if you have any questions or comments. God bless you
and thank you!

WHY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL?

By Genie Van Horn

We are resuming our long tradition of Vacation Bible School this year from July
15 to 19. It’s a week of fun, fellowship, and learning that God loves us. We
learn new songs and Bible verses, make interesting crafts, and play games.
Everyone, staff and students, has a very good time and happy memories. We
love to have the surrounding community join us to learn about the Bible. This
year we will learn the two things that Jesus taught were most important: Love
God and love your neighbor.
Please come join in the most delightful week of the summer! Please contact me
to volunteer 610-459-2027.
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU
We are blessed to have Ann Ellis, one of the best
vocalists and pianists in Chester County, if not all of
Pennsylvania, in our congregation. Even as a tot, she
enjoyed singing.

like sacred music. I’m hoping to take them to sing in
Saints Peter & Paul Cathedral next year in Philadelphia.
Six of my students were selected for District Chorus this
year, and two went on to State Chorus. This is a real
honor. I’ve had as many as ten students go to District
Chorus in one year.

When did you start music lessons? My mom was the
church organist and began teaching me piano when I
was 4 years old. When I was 12, I started lessons at the When did you accept the Lord? Since my mom was the
local university in Missouri. Then at 15, I started voice church organist, I always went to church and was
confirmed, but I walked away from the Lord in my later
lessons, also at the university.
teen years to follow my own path. I renewed my faith
What brought you to BUMC? As I was about to
in September 1984 at BUMC.
graduate from West
Tell us about your hobbies. I like trying new recipes,
Chester University in
gardening, sewing, and recently learned to crochet. I’m
1984, my piano
into yoga for my personal health and share it with my
teacher told me that
students as a way to improve their breathing
BUMC needed an
techniques. I’ve also been the accompanist for the
organist and that
Chester County Choral Society for 24 years.
they also had a fine
piano. I got the job
and started on
Easter Sunday. That
progressed to
leading the cherub
choir, then the junior choir as well, the youth choir, and
finally the bell choir.

What would people be surprised to know about you?
I lived in a geodesic dome for a few years when I was a
kid.
What have been the “WOW” highlights of your life so
far? Playing at the White House accompanying Lis Cass
Geoghegan, playing at the Vatican and Notre Dame
Cathedral, and touring Europe with Chester County
Voices Abroad.

Tell us about your career as a music teacher. I was
teaching private lessons when a “God thing” happened
What would you like written on your tombstone?
in September 1999 at my daughter’s school open
“She gave her all to inspire others to know the Lord
house. It was announced that the music teacher had
through music.”
just left and they needed a replacement... pronto. I
approached the principal, applied for the job, and
began teaching the next week. I started part-time in
elementary school and middle school, and then went to
BUMC TRIVIA QUIZ
Rustin High School fulltime in 2006.
How many people are buried in our cemetery?
What are the highlights of being a school music
(Answer on Page 4)
teacher? Connecting with young people, teaching not
just music but about life, and a bit about the Lord. Kids
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Women’s Ministry
The Women’s Ministry is hosting four DVD summer
sessions on the following dates:


Mondays, June 3 and 17; 7:00 to 8:30 PM



Wednesdays, June 5 and 19; 9:30 to 11:30 AM



Mondays, July 1 and 29; 7:00 to 8:30 PM



Wednesdays, July 10 and 24; 9:30 to 11:30 AM

Each session is a separate teaching, so you are
welcome to attend one session, or all sessions, as
your summer calendar allows. Each session will meet
in Turner Lounge, and will include a DVD viewing,
discussion, fellowship, and light refreshments….AND
there is no homework!

By Fran Currie &
Erlinda Wheeler

Priscilla’s dynamic presentation artfully stressed how
vital it is to stay connected to Christ through His
Word of Truth, be obedient to His call, and rest and
remain in Him through the good times and hard
times, a message that hit home with all who
attended!
Our gathering was topped off with time “around the
table” where we enjoyed the nourishment of a
delicious and beautifully presented meal and the
warm fellowship of new and old friends. To God be
the glory for this special event that directed us to the
true sustenance for our souls, Jesus Christ!

We encourage you to come, invite a friend or
neighbor, and discover the good news the Lord has in
store for you as you travel through the summer
months! For additional information contact Fran
Currie 610-399-1847 or Erlinda Wheeler 610-7932647.
Three happy ladies at the Priscilla Shirer event

Priscilla Shirer “Going Beyond” Simulcast-A
Reminder to Abide in Christ
John 15:4 “Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as
a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it
remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you
remain in me.“
Many hearts were profoundly moved as we hosted
the recent Priscilla Shirer simulcast on April 11- 12.
The church was filled with praise, worship, prayer,
teaching, and fellowship, as over 60 women gathered
together seeking, and experiencing, the Lord’s
presence through Priscilla Shirer’s inspirational
message, rooted in the Gospel of John.

Getting dessert ready !
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FAREWELL DINNER FOR PASTOR TIM AND ANNA
We were all whisked away to Tuscany in an Italianthemed farewell dinner for Pastor Tim and Anna on
Saturday, May 11. Food was provided by Enzo’s, and all
aspects of planning and Old World décor were directed
by the Governing Council and the Connect Team.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

Saturday, June 1; 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM
Equipped to Heal Workshop in
Turner Lounge
5:00 to 9:00 PM: Founders Day at
Thornbury Park
Sunday, June 2 - Confirmation at 10:30AM
Women of Bethlehem: Bible Study dates
Select Monday nights at 7:00 PM
June 3 and 17

Testimonials were
given by some, fond
memories were
written for the
departing couple, and
the evening was
capped by some of
Pastor Tim’s favorite
songs performed by
the praise band, with
Ann Ellis bringing
water to the eyes with
her rendition of “The
Prayer.”

Select Wednesdays mornings at 9:30 AM
June 5 and 19
Wednesday, June 12
10:30 AM Bethlehem Bookworms:
Storytime for Parents and children in
Agan Hall
Sunday, June 16: Father’s Day

Is this really Agan Hall???
We wish Tim and Anna
Godspeed and His richest
blessings as they move to their new church.

Women of Bethlehem: Bible Study dates
Select Monday nights at 7:00 PM
July 1 and 29
Select Wednesdays mornings at 9:30 AM
July 10 and 24
Monday, July 1: 2:00 to 7:00 PM
Red Cross Blood Drive - Agan Hall
Thursday. July 4 Independence Day
Offices Closed
Thornton Hometown Parade kick off at
9:00 AM from BUMC parking lot.
Wednesday, July 10 at 9:30 AM
10:30 AM Bethlehem Bookworms:
Storytime for Parents and children in
Agan Hall

Trivia answer:
All of them!

Monday thru Friday, July 15-19
Vacation Bible School: 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

