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This summer, BUMC Kids will be going to Camp Centrikid for the first time and I 

could not be more excited. This camp offers a unique experience for children 

unlike any they’ve encountered. While this one week will be the highlight of their 

summer, it also has the potential to be one of the most impactful weeks in their 

entire life. 

Discipleship is at the core of who we are to be as followers of Jesus. He was all 

about passing on the faith to His disciples so they could pass on the faith to 

others, who would then pass it on and on and on. Making disciples was Jesus’ 

plan for saving and changing the world, and there isn’t a back-up plan. We are it!  

Unfortunately, it has become harder than ever to effectively disciple others, 

whether we are working with kids or adults. In the modern age of technology and 

short attention spans, having the time and space to engage in meaningful 

conversation has diminished. In the children’s ministry, we do our best to put 

volunteers in positions every week to speak life and truth into the life of a child, 

but we often find ourselves 

wishing we had more time 

and opportunity to go 

deeper than we have 

before.  

Hello, Centrikid.  

I love the traditional 

summer camps we’ve had 

here at BUMC, but there is 

only so much you can do in 

three hour time slots, even if they are there five days straight. By lunchtime, they 

are leaving our campus and going back. Back to their home and their reality, 

whatever that may look like. 

At Centrikid, a child can leave that reality for five straight days and engage more 

fully. A child can put away the tech, turn off the TV, step out of their family 

dynamics, and jump out of their norm into a brand new adventure. An adventure 

full of games and laughter, zip-lining and bonfires, storytelling and worship. A 

week full of real, honest conversations that may not occur in our everyday lives.  

“Unless you change and 

become like little children, 

you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven.” 

Matthew 18:3 

Why Centrikid? By Kevin Giannotti, Children’s Pastor 

Continued on Page 2 
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Continued from Page 1: 

They can jump into an uninterrupted environment 

with other kids that think like them and believe like 

them with adult leaders that genuinely love them and 

want what’s best for them. Leaders that are passionate 

about passing on the faith to the next generation. Kids 

can experience God in a way they never have before. 

It’s not that I believe God’s more present at Centrikid 

than He is in our sanctuary or their kitchen table. No… I 

just believe when we step out of the ordinary, we can 

see God a little clearer. When we tune out the 

distractions, we can hear God a little bit better. God is 

always speaking to us. I’m excited for these kids to 

hear from Him in a new way. 

 

 

The Works of our Hands 
 
Jesus says that when we do unto people, we do it unto 
Him (Matt. 25:40). His Spirit gave me awareness that I 
needed to be more observant of others’ needs.  I asked 
the Lord to help me and He did. 
 
We were traveling by car and stopped at a rest stop.  As 
I walked into the rest room I noticed a lady coming out 
with an untied shoe lace.  Instead of telling her about it 
or giving her a warning about tripping, I offered to tie it 
for her.  So pleasantly moved was she that she touched 
me and smiled.  She did not take me up on the offer, 
but I knew she received a love gift, so my Jesus did too. 

 
Later as we were at a 
fast food place, the 
counter clerk called a 
woman's name about 
three times to come 
and get the rest of her 
order. The call was 
completely ignored.   
She was getting a table 

of people settled from toddlers to elderly, her back to 
the clerk, busy giving orders herself.  The Lord gave me 
the idea to take it to her.  She looked up with almost 
shocked surprise, with a "Why"-"What" expression in 

her eyes.  But when she saw her food delivery by a non 
clerk, she smiled gratefully.   
 
I thought I remembered reading in Psalms that we shall 
be satisfied with the work of our hands, and I really was. 
Later, I could not find it in any concordance, but I 
realized what I had actually seen was that He would 
establish or make what we do succeed.  In my spirit, I 
experienced asking Him to direct me, and then finding 
out how satisfying these 'works of my hands' were.   
 
#Be Bethlehem is founded on scripture and encourages 
me to look outside myself and have delight as our Lord's 
servant at the same time.   
 
Psalm 90:12-17 Teach us to number our days, that we 

may gain a heart of wisdom.  Relent, LORD! How long 

will it be? Have compassion on your servants.  Satisfy 

us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may 

sing for joy and be glad all our days.  Make us glad for 

as many days as you have afflicted us, for as many years 

as we have seen trouble.  May your deeds be shown to 

your servants, your splendor to their children.  May the 

favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work 

of our hands for us— yes, establish the work of our 

hands.  
 
Prov 16:3  Commit your work to the LORD, and then 
your plans will succeed.  

#BeBethlehem Anonymous 
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Would you rather read the Bible or would you rather 

“see” the Bible?    An evening session of the 

remembrances of trips to Israel was presented to 

help explain how memorable a visit can be.  An 

excellent “taste” was also offered in an assortment 

of small plates, including Israel-sourced olives, 

preserved fish, bagels, and many other regional 

treats, courtesy of Jan Samuelian.     The experiences 

were uniformly memorable of those that have gone.   

Whether it was the Habbersetts climbing Mount 

Sinai or the Widlunds sailing on the Sea of Galilee, 

the Broadbooks at Mensa Christi (where Jesus and 

Peter meet after the resurrection), or the Bakers  

 

viewing from the Mount of Olives towards the 

Temple Mount and in the Garden of Gethsemane, all 

these places became far more alive.  And many were 

the surprises from this trip: 2,000-year-old olive 

trees that grow in diameter but not in height, the 

walled gate of Jerusalem waiting for Messiah to 

enter, the vibrant agriculture of bananas and 

oranges that  Israel exports all over the world,  herds 

of wild camels even in the dessert, the steep terrain 

in this small country, overlooking the Sea of Galilee 

where Jesus gave the Sermon on the Mount and fed 

the thousands.  

 

 

The most common question that we got was “Is it 

safe?”  We found it to be very much so, from the 

security on El Al, to the many passing patrols of 

younger folks serving their armed forces 

commitment throughout Israel, to the overflights of 

Air Force jets.   

No wonder people have been going to the Holy Land 

for centuries! What some of us thought would be a 

vacation ended up being a pilgrimage.  While it is 

one thing to read the Bible, it is altogether a richer 

and more profound experience to see the Bible.  For 

those seeking growth in their understanding of Jesus 

and his ministry, a trip to Israel is most useful.  So go, 

already! 

By Charles Baker, Discipleship Chairman 

View from Mount Sinai 

The Sea of Galilee (still fishing there today) 

2,000-year-old olive trees in the Garden of Gethsemane 

A Taste of Israel 
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Volunteers from BUMC and other churches met at 

Frederick Douglass Christian School on April 26 to 

help the students get ready for Mother’s Day.  

Children from Pre-K through 3rd grade made  

personalized cards and other crafts for their mothers, 

and chose a gift for mom from items donated by 

many generous people. 

Remembering Mom By Sue Winterode 

In December, we do Christmas crafts with the 

students and hold the “Joy Store” where the boys 

and girls can select donated gifts for their family 

members and experience the joy of giving.  If you 

would like to help with either of these, please 

join us on Friday, July 20, at the home of Sue 

Winterode.  We’d love to have you!  For more 

information please call Sue at 610-213-7375. 

Gifts are bagged and ready for Mother’s Day 

Working hard on Mother’s Day craft 

The finished projects 

Jesus called the children to him  
and said,  

“Let the little children come to me,  
and do not hinder them,  
for the kingdom of God  

belongs to such as these.” 

     Luke  18:16 



 

 

 

   

Sundaes on Sunday 

“I scream, you scream, we all scream for ice cream!” 

If you remember that saying, you probably have a 

few gray hairs, but the best remedy for that is to 

come to an ice cream social following the second 

service on Sunday, June 24. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get ready Picnickers! 

Our annual Grillin’ in the Grove will be held 

on Saturday July 21st from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm. 

We will have sign-ups in Agan Hall, most likely 

starting in June. We ask that everyone bring a side 

dish or dessert. We will be providing hot dogs, 

hamburgers, birch beer, water, and lemonade. We 

also request that people bring lawn chairs. We do 

have four picnic tables plus the chairs in the Grove 

that we use for the sunrise service. However, we 

could always use a few extra tables and chairs.  

Event will be held in Agan Hall if it rains. 
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FUN COMING SOON  
                                            By Jani Poh-Pike 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

Sun, June 3: Town Hall Meeting after 

10:30 AM Service 

Sat, June 9 :  

9:00 AM Hands on Homes 

Sun, June 10:  

Only 1 service at  10:30 AM; 

Congregational Vote 

Thurs, June 14: Ministry Steering 

Committee Meeting at 7:00 PM 

Sat, June 16:  

9:00 AM Good Works 

Sun, June 24:  

Ice Cream Fellowship after Service 

Sun, July 1:  

Communion Sunday 

Sat, July 14:   

9:00 AM Hands on Homes 

Sat, July 21:  

9:00 AM - GoodWorks 

5:30 PM Grillin in the Grove 

Sun, July 29:  

Communion Sunday 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Keeping Strawberries Fresh 

It’s strawberry season — time for making jam, pies, 
and shortcake.  Yum! 

As most of us know from experience, strawberries 
don’t have a long shelf life. Usually in three days, 
mold starts to appear. The following is a simple, 
organic solution to extend the life of the berries up 
to two weeks!  

  Mix one cup of white vinegar to three parts 
water in a bowl.  

 Add fresh berries with stems and make sure they 
are submerged for 2-3 minutes.  

 Remove carefully, drain berries, and rinse in cold 
water.  

 Place in single layer on paper towel to dry 
completely. 

 Store in refrigerator in a container lined with 
paper towels. Do NOT cover container tightly.  

 Enjoy!  
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By Janet Samuelian 

 

 

LIBRARY CORNER By John McGrath, Librarian 

John Wesley 

We have established a special shelf in the library 
dedicated to the writings of John Wesley (1703-
1791), who was of course the founder of the 
Methodist movement in England.  He was one of the 
most influential Christian preachers in early 
American history, having spent time in America, and 
established a process for the ordination of American 
preachers under the Methodist organization.   

Wesley travelled widely, riding over 250,000 miles 
on horseback and preaching over 40,000 sermons.  
Wesley wrote, edited, or abridged some 400 
publications. As well as theology, he wrote about 
music, marriage, medicine, abolitionism, and politics.   

Wesley was a logical thinker and expressed himself 
clearly, concisely, and forcefully in writing. His 
written sermons are characterized by spiritual 
earnestness and simplicity. They are doctrinal but  

 not dogmatic. His Forty-Four Sermons and the Notes 
on the New Testament (1755) are Methodist 
doctrinal standards.   Wesley was a fluent, powerful, 

and effective preacher; he usually preached 
spontaneously and briefly, though occasionally at 
great length.  Our 
12-volume series 
(in six hard back 
books), The Works 
of John Wesley, 
include sermons, 
letters, journals, 
diaries, and other 
writings.  You 
probably don’t 
wish to spend 
years reading all 
of Wesley’s 
writings, but 
examining a few 
selected works 
could be most insightful.  Take some time perusing 
the index (end of Vol. 12) and select a subject or two 
of interest and see what Wesley has to say.  I’m sure 
it will be a worthwhile investment of time, and who 
knows, you may feel your heart strangely warmed 
and wish to explore more of his writings.  


