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By Marian McGrath

You may have joined Bethlehem United Methodist Church (BUMC) because it
was nearby, or because it has lots of children’s programs, or because you were
warmly received when you visited. But are you aware of our long and colorful
history?
It all began with 17-year-old Israel Pyle attending a camp meeting held near the
present Stony Bank Church, where he experienced a profound awakening of his
faith. Following this experience, Israel became an evangelist, doing more than
any other person to establish Methodism throughout Delaware County.

In 1810, at the age of 22, Israel established the first Methodist Church of this
The Lord is good and his community at Stony Bank in Glen Mills, and for more than 30 years, the people of
Thornton attended this church. However, the worshippers from Thornton grew
love endures forever; his tired of traveling such a long distance to church (4 miles) and wished for a place
to worship nearer home. So, in 1842, weekly prayer meetings were started in
the loft of a wheelwright shop across from the present Thornton Post Office.
faithfulness continues
Israel’s brother-in-law, Albin Pyle, led the
through all generations meetings.

Psalm 100:5
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About 2 years later, the group moved to the
parlor of Albin’s farmhouse. Planning began for a
new church building. In 1846, the fledgling
congregation bought ¾ of an acre from Albin and
his wife Maria for $30, where BUMC stands today. Albin and Maria Pyle’s
daughter Alice gave our church its name, Bethlehem, which means “House of
Bread.”
The cornerstone for the first Bethlehem Methodist Church was laid on August 10,
1846. The building was constructed of native fieldstone and seated 150 people.
A fire greatly damaged the church in the mid-1870’s, leaving it in need of
extensive repairs.
In 1889, Bethlehem’s new pastor, Reverend Gladstone Holm, arrived. Possessing
degrees in both divinity and architecture, Rev. Holm designed a new church
building, and the old building was torn down. During construction, services were
held in a tent.
Built on approximately the same site as the former church, the cornerstone was
laid on September 15, 1891. This cornerstone can still be seen today on the
corner of the sanctuary between the road and the cemetery. The new building
was in the most modern Gothic style and was made of Birmingham serpentine
stone trimmed with Indiana limestone. The side door facing the cemetery was
the original entrance, to which people pulled up to
Continued on Page 2
disembark from their carriages.
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The interior was finished in oak, with open truss work
and ceiling sheathed in cedar. The total cost was
$7,000.
A great day in Bethlehem Church’s history came on
November 19, 1902, when a Mortgage Burning Service
was held. The children brought “miles of pennies,”
amounting to $192.15, which they had collected as
their share in paying off the debt. The congregation
rose to its feet and burst into song as a match was put
to the mortgage note, destroying the last of the longowed debt of $400.

BUMC has existed through
35 Presidencies, starting
with James K. Polk.

BUMC has lived through eight wars: the MexicanAmerican War, Civil War, Spanish American War,
World Wars 1 and 2, Korean War, Vietnam War, and
Iraq War.

In 1946, Bethlehem celebrated its Centennial.
Although there were only 111 church members at this
point, an outstanding historical pageant was presented
to over 500 enthusiastic guests from the local
community.
By 1957, Thornton was changing from rural to
suburban, and Bethlehem sought to keep pace with
the population growth. A new education annex (now
known as Agan Hall) was added to the church in 1960,
along with a parking lot for 150 cars. A new parsonage
and organ followed in 1969. During this time,
Bethlehem had its largest growth spurt, going from a
membership of 96 in 1957 to 425 by 1969 under the
pastorate of Reverend Karl Agan.
In 1983, a further addition was completed, providing
offices, a lounge, music room, library, nursery, and
youth rooms and classrooms in the basement. Under
the leadership of Reverend Tom McGill, membership
grew to 641. In late 1990, the sanctuary was
renovated and enlarged with the addition of five rows
of pews and two stained glass windows. A larger
library, eight classrooms, and two offices were also
added.
The history of BUMC is the record of God’s blessings
and faithfulness to His people in this historic and everchanging community. Devoted people and dedicated
leadership, working under the guidance and help of
Almighty God, have made the BUMC of today possible.
May we never cease to strive for a better church, a
better community, and a better world. We welcome
all who will come to make this a reality.

BUMC has seen great achievements: The invention of
the bicycle, automobile, airplane, helicopter, and jet;
invention of the sewing machine, vacuum cleaner, light
bulb, computer, radio receiver, TV, radar, and sonar;
invention of plastic, bra, zipper, Velcro, crayons, teddy
bear, yoyo, slinky, and silly putty; landing a man on
the moon; and development of life-saving antibiotics,
just to name a few.
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New Safety & Security Team
Unfortunately, we live in a time where we need to
guard our safety and security in all places, homes,
schools, online, and, yes, even at church. That is why
a proposal was made to form a Safety and Security
Team here at BUMC. Following approval by the
Administrative Board in April, our team was formed.
They will enhance the safety provided by our on-site
video cameras.
Since April the team has been meeting regularly to
develop a safety and security plan and identify key
positions within that plan. Job descriptions have
been developed and we are in the process of drafting
emergency procedures. We have had one walkthrough of the facilities with the State Police and are
working on actions they recommended to make our
facility more secure. Our hope is to have all job
descriptions and procedures written by September.
Our plan is to review them with the State Police and
then hold a training session for all key positions.
Meet your friendly team members:
Heather Szymanski – Team Leader – Heather started
attending BUMC in 2009 and became a member in
2013. She is employed by AstraZeneca as a Senior
Risk and Incident Manager. Her education includes a
BS in Safety Science
from Indiana
University of
Pennsylvania and an
MS in Environmental
Science from Drexel
University. Heather
has 26 years of
experience working
in safety -- first for
Chevron, then Sunoco, and now AstraZeneca.

By Heather Szymanski

Heather’s assignments included working with the
Department of Homeland Security following the 9/11
attacks to harden refineries from potential terrorist
attacks.
Paul Kauffman – Member at Large
Lois Erb – Head of Greeters
Denise Smith – Head of Ushers
Donna Trandahl – Document Control
Head of Roamers – Currently recruiting – we are
looking for one more person to join our team. Their
primary responsibility would be to schedule Roamers
during the Sunday services; some training and
communication would also be needed. If you love
and care about your church family you meet the
criteria to fill this important position. Please contact
any team member if you are interested in joining us.
Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and
enjoy safe pasture. Psalm 37:3

NUTRITION FAIR
It’s back to school season and time for our
annual Nutrition Fair. Stop by our table in Agan
Hall on September 9th and find many helpful
items, such as the popular “my plate” materials,
guides to smart snacks, recipes, novelties, and
more!!!
Our goal is to motivate, encourage, and actively
engage your child to eat healthy this up-coming
academic year. Looking forward to seeing you.
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New Preschool Director

By Anna Kriebel

It is with great pleasure that I announce
that the Bethlehem Christian Preschool
has hired a worthy successor for the
preschool director position, held
previously by Karen Palaio. We wish Karen well in her
retirement after many years of dedicated service!
The new director is Melissa Dorfman. She is a great fit
for the preschool in her philosophy, training, leadership
style, and approach to
children, parents, and staff.
Her credentials and
qualifications provide a
wealth of knowledge and
experience that will be an
asset for making a smooth
transition for the school.
Melissa comes to us with an extensive background in
preschool and early childhood. She has an
undergraduate degree in psychology from Rosemont
College and a master’s degree in education from
Villanova University as well as certification in
elementary education.
She taught many years at the Armenian Sisters
Academy at the early childhood and elementary level.
She has also worked for the past few years at the
former Hildebrandt Learning Center/Vertykes Learning
Place and Our Kids Academy at Town Center, which
have all been acquired over time by Bright Horizons
Family Solutions. Melissa was ready for a new
opportunity, and we are the fortunate ones to be able
to benefit from her expertise.
Karen and Melissa will begin working together in
August to assure that there is adequate time for
training as everyone begins
to get ready for the new
school year. We are looking
forward to starting the new
school year with Melissa to
continue the tradition of
providing a caring and
nurturing learning
atmosphere for the young
Retiring director, Karen Palaio children of the community.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

Sunday, August 5: Sports Camp Sunday
Wednesday, August 8: Brownies After
Bedtime at 6:45 PM. Small Group for
Young Moms
Saturday, August 11:
9:00 AM Hands on Homes
Saturday, August 18:
9:00 AM Good Works
Sunday, August 19:
Connect 4 Small Group at 4:00 PM
Wednesday, August 22: Brownies After
Bedtime at 6:45 PM. Small Group for
Young Moms
Sunday, September 2: Communion Sunday
9:00 AM Sunday School Open House
Saturday, September 8:
8:00 AM New Members Class - Part I
9:00 AM Hands on Homes
4:00 PM Founders Day at Thornbury Park
Sunday, September 9: Rally Day
Saturday, September 15:
8:00 AM New Members Class - Part II
9:00 AM - GoodWorks
Sunday, September 16:
11:30 AM Taste of Bethlehem Luncheon
Saturday, September 22:
Chicken Barbecue

