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Welcome to our new pastor, Reverend Nelson Alleman!  Pastor Nelson grew up 
in coal country, Shamokin, PA, where everybody knows everyone else, and 
possibly their “business” as well. 
 

After graduating from high school, Nelson opted to become an electrician, rather 
than going straight to college.  He had always enjoyed working with his hands 
and went on to being an electrician for 16 years.  Eventually he started 
community college and went on 
to graduate from Bloomsburg 
University, working while in 
school. 
 

So how did Nelson end up being a 
minister?  He was at a bar with a 
buddy, “imbibed liberally,” and 
the bartender told his buddy to 
take him home.  Nelson heard 
God telling him that this was not 
the life He had in mind for him.   
He became instantly sober, and 
over a two-year period heard God 
calling him to ministry.   
  
Nelson became a certified lay speaker, a licensed local pastor, and was assigned 
to his first church in 2000.  Eventually he went to Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Myerstown, PA, where he graduated in 2014.  Shortly thereafter he 
became an ordained elder in the Methodist Church. 
 

One of the “wow” moments of his life came while he was at his cabin on a 
personal prayer retreat.  He was crying out to God because the church was going 
through a very difficult time — everyone was hurting.  An overwhelming sense of 
the power of the Holy Spirit washed over him, bathing him with love.  God 
empowered and strengthened him, giving him a vision for his church, which went 
on to become a reality. 
 

Nelson enjoys a wide array of hobbies from making artisan bread and pizza, to 
gardening, to weight lifting, wrestling, cardio workouts, and jiu jitsu. 
 

When asked what his ministry passion is, he replied with one word: 
“Discipleship.”  If he could change one thing in the world, it would be an 
openness to proclaiming the gospel. He would even accept persecution of the    
U. S. church because it would fan the flames of the gospel. 
 

What would he like written on his tombstone?  “He was a servant.” 

He shall watch over 
his flock like a 

shepherd 
 

Jeremiah 31:10 

MEET PASTOR NELSON ALLEMAN ! 
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SCENES FROM VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

VBS resumed this year with students learning to love 

God and love their neighbors.  This theme was 

repeated in Bible study lessons, songs, and crafts during 

the week of July 15-19.  A celebration was held Sunday, 

July 21, with the children and teachers singing VBS 

songs in the sanctuary during the second worship 

 

 

A new and different craft — string art! 

Painting rocks — even with one arm! 

Scrunching up T-shirts to DYE for! 

The dye is cast! 

Celebration Sunday in the sanctuary  

in tie-dyed shirts 
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        Exciting Opportunities Coming Up ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Money  

Problem$? 

Are you tired of money stress? Then you’re ready to 

join more than five million people whose lives have 

been changed by Financial Peace University (FPU)! 

This nine-lesson course taught by Dave Ramsey, 

Chris Hogan, and Rachel Cruze helps you work a plan 

to defeat debt, make a budget, and free yourself 

from money worries! You’ll join a small group for 

discussions and lessons—all rooted in biblical 

wisdom and common sense. FPU includes your 

member workbook and a free year of Financial Peace 

Membership, with online tools created to support 

your journey. The course will start September 26 and 

will meet on Thursday evenings. 

For more info, contact John McGrath at  

610-996-3883.  Or, if you are ready to sign up, go 

to fpu.com/1093969.  

Heather Syzmanski’s Security Team will be hosting 

the Delaware County District Attorney’s office for 

a Safety Seminar for Bethlehem Church and the 

surrounding community.  The seminar is 

scheduled for Saturday, September 28, 2019 from 

8 am to noon.  Several members of our Safety and 

Security team attended this session earlier this 

year and it has been highly recommended.  The 

session includes instruction on the following 

topics: 

 Securing and defending the classroom 

 Conflict Management – initial contact 

 Stop the Bleed 

 Personal Defense Tactics 

Stay tuned for an invitation and more details. 

Women’s Fall Social:  
“FASHIONABLE FAITH” 

Monday, September 16th 

7:00 — 9:00 pm 

In an evening of refreshing 

fellowship and fun, discover how 

fashion and faith are tied together. All ladies and 

teens welcome.  Nursery provided. Bring a neighbor 

or friend.  More information and sign up available 

mid-August at www.bethmeth.com or contact us at 

info@bethmeth.com. 

Women’s Fall Bible Study 

Explore the gospel message and foundation of 

Christian faith through Romans: Good News that 

Changes Everything, by Melissa Spoelstra.  Study 

times are Monday evenings, 7- 9 pm, starting 

September 23rd, and Wednesday mornings, 9:30 – 

11:30 am, starting September 25th 

(nursery offered). All women are 

welcome and encouraged to invite 

a neighbor or friend. 

More information and sign up available 

 mid-August. 

For further information regarding women’s events, 

please contact Women’s Ministry Co-Leaders 

Erlinda Wheeler @ 610-793-2697 or Fran Currie @ 

610-399-1847. 

http://fpu.com/1093969
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

 

Public Governing Council Meeting Dates 

August 19 

September 23 

 

Sunday, August 4 

9:00 & 10:30 AM: Communion Sunday 

 

Wednesday, August 7 

10:30 AM Bethlehem Bookworms: 

Storytime for Parents and children  

 

Saturday, August 10 

9:00 AM: Hands on Homes 

 

Saturday, August 17 

9:00 AM: Good Works 

 

Sunday, September 1 

9:00 & 10:30 AM: Communion Sunday 

 

Monday, September 2 

Labor Day - Offices Closed 

Wednesday, September 4 

7:00 PM: Preschool Parent Night 

Monday, September 16 

7:00 PM: Women’s Ministry Social (Page 3) 

Wednesday, September 18 

7:00 PM: Family Night Kick Off 

 

Thursday, September 26 

7:00 PM: Financial Peace Begins (Page 3) 

Saturday, September 28 

Security Workshop (Page 3) 

Our very own Lois Swenson 

has recently published her 

very first book entitled 

Steeple and Street Stories.  

Richly embroidered with 

personal anecdotes, it tells 

the story of Lois and 

husband Jon Swenson, one 

of Bethlehem Church’s previous pastors: their lives 

together, their children, grandchildren, grandparents, 

and friends.  It’s an easy read that sounds like Lois 

talks — soft spoken, gracious, gentle, and loving.  

You’ll get to know the “Iverson Lady” and the “Story 

Lady,” as her students called her and the colorful 

tapestry of her life with her family. 

Reverend Jon Swenson pastored 

five churches in different kinds of 

neighborhoods and always 

encouraged people to get out from 

under the steeple and onto the 

streets to share and live their faith 

… something he practiced routinely 

and came to be known for. 

For your very own free copy, contact the church at 

info@bethmeth.com. 

Lois Swenson, Author 

Bible Trivia Question 

Q: Were Jesus and John the Baptist related to 
each other? 

 A) No, they were good friends 

B) Yes, they were brothers 

C) Yes, they were cousins 

 A:  C — Actually, they were 2nd cousins.  Mary and Eliza-

beth were cousins, making Jesus and John 2nd cousins. 


