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“I the Lord do not 

change…..return to me, 

and I will return to you,” 

says the Lord Almighty 

CHANGE By  Pastor Tim Kriebel 

Change. 

Sometimes we love it, and sometimes we hate it. I find that frequently we love 
change when it’s something we desire. Conversely, we usually hate change 
because we liked things the way they were, and resent that things are different. 

Change. 

Sometimes it’s easy. Lots of time it’s hard. It’s easy when it’s a desirable 
improvement, and it’s offering us something better. But it so often can be 
frustrating, confusing, and infuriating; I mean, even upgrades to a new smart 
phone can be difficult to learn, and don’t even get me started about new 
computer software programming that does things differently from—and 
where—what it used to be. 

Change.  

It’s inevitable… change happens. Given that I only have a few more years until I 
exit later middle life and become a senior citizen, it’s obvious to me my body 
has changed.  My reflexes are slower, my facial hair is whiter, and I have less 
time to make it to the bathroom than before. Aging alone brings many changes, 
though at least these I try and find some humor in it. 

Change. 

Our church has really changed. A number of 
former members have left (bad change); 
but new people now worship with us and 
serve in ministry with us (good change). Our 
staff has changed and our structure has 
changed, and folks will be mixed in whether 
this is good or bad.  

Change.  

I will soon be changing the church I pastor. This reality contains changes I 
dislike: having to pack up all my stuff, and determine what I’m going to keep or 
get rid of, and missing all of you I have come to love. But there’s some good in 
it, even though for me it’s harder to find: it’ll bring a pastor who is better 
equipped than me to meet the future needs of Bethlehem UMC, and it’ll bring 
me to a new church which is not only a fresh start but a chance to pastor more 
to my strengths than weaknesses. 
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Malachi 3:6a,7b 



 

 

 
2 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Change. 

It happens to us all. If that weren’t true, lots of people would still be crawling rather than walking, babbling 
gibberish rather speaking clearly understood words. And BUMC would still be stuck in the rut, and in the sins, 
which weakened (but did not DEFEAT) us. Yet positively the call to repentance is a call to CHANGE direction. God 
loves us just as we are when we receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior; but He loves us too much to leave us the way 
we were, and the sanctifying grace of the Holy Spirit transforms (i.e., CHANGES) us. 

But do you know what doesn’t change? Jesus! As the author of Hebrews affirms in 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever.” And that’s because His love for us doesn’t change, doesn’t fail, and doesn’t 
disappoint.  

Pastors will come and go, as will laity. But faithful forever will Jesus remain! It is an unshakeable truth, an 
unchanging reality! I give praise to God for His goodness to us all. And I offer unchanging GRATITUDE to each one 
of you for allowing me the great privilege of being your pastor. While my address will soon change, my love for 
you will not. God bless! 

“Read any good books lately?”  That question never 

was much of a pickup line (never worked for me 

anyway), but if you are inclined to answer in the 

affirmative, perhaps some of your fellow parishioners 

might be interested in further elaboration.   So, if you 

actually have read a good book (not necessarily THE 

good book) recently and would be willing to share it 

with others in the congregation, we are instituting a 

new program in the library to promote “BUMC 

Recommended Reading.”   

Here’s how it will work.  Write up a quick review of a 

book you have enjoyed (no more than a short 

paragraph) and bring it and your book to the library.  

We will then make up a card with your review and 

“Recommended by (your name).”  The book will then 

be displayed in the library for anyone wishing to 

borrow it.  

 If we get enough books, we may have a display in Agan 

Hall on Sunday mornings.  Those wishing to borrow the 

book will fill out a checkout card similar to those for the 

regular library books.  If you borrow a book, we hope 

that you would bring it back in a timely fashion so that 

others may benefit.  After a period of time, if it appears 

no further borrowers are taking it out, the book will be 

returned to you.  Or you may wish to donate it to the 

library for our permanent collection if we don’t have it 

already.  Our hope is that the congregation will get into 

a spirited exchange of interesting reading that we will 

all benefit by. 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY CORNER By John McGrath 
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Women’s Ministry  

This past January, after more than 4 years of deeply 

dedicated service to the Lord, our sister in Christ, Lori 

Imparato, has chosen to retire as Women’s Ministry 

Leader. Under Lori’s direction, the women of BUMC 

were led with love, faith, hope, compassion, wisdom, 

and above all, prayer, providing an opportunity for 

strong relationships to be developed with one 

another, and most importantly with God. 

Through the years Lori strongly encouraged the 

women of BUMC and beyond to grow in the Lord 

through taking part in carefully chosen Bible studies 

and attending inspirational messages offered 

throughout the year, such as the annual Christmas 

Brunch, retreats, and various fellowship and 

outreach opportunities where women could discover 

the importance of a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ.   

The Women’s Ministry team, along with our family at 

BUMC, commends and thanks Lori on the wonderful 

job she has done. In her endeavors in furthering the 

kingdom of God we extend to her the Word of the 

Lord from the Gospel of Matthew 25:21, “Well done, 

good and faithful servant!” 

Inquiries regarding the Women’s Ministry should be 

directed to Erlinda Wheeler (610-793-2697) or Fran 

Currie (610-399-1847), the new co-leaders.  It is our 

desire to carry on the great efforts already underway 

in reaching out and meeting the needs of not only 

the women of our church family, but also women in 

our community. 

The Women’s Ministry covets your prayers as they 

move forward in these endeavors on the Lord’s 

behalf. 

 

By Fran Currie &  

Erlinda Wheeler 

Join us for a Women’s Event 
at Bethlehem UMC 

Friday, April 12  
6:30 to 9:30 PM  

Saturday, April 13  
9:00 AM to 2:15 PM  

Registration: (includes lunch)  

before March 31: $15;   

after March 31: $25  

Contact: info@bethmeth.com or  

visit www.bethmeth.com 

Questions: Fran Currie: 610-399-1847 

Erlinda Wheeler: 610-793-2697 

Visit www.goingbeyond .com to learn more about 

Priscilla Shirer 
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 Safety and Security Team 

 
 
In our continuing effort to keep everyone at BUMC 
safe, we have a few updates for you: 
 We have welcomed two new members, Steve Epp 

and Scott Grau 

 Several members attended a safety seminar at 

Valley Point church hosted by the Delaware 

County District Attorney’s Office  

 Based on learning from our seminar, Lois Erb has 

taken an inventory of our first aid kits and added 

to the supplies where necessary.  

 Roamers have been in place since January during 

Sunday Services.  

 

 

 

By Heather Szymanski 

The Bethlehem Christian Preschool Pre-K Class 

celebrates the 101st day of school  

with a Dalmatian dog celebration.      

PALM SUNDAY APRIL 14  

9:00 and 10:30 AM 

 Our new Preschool Director,  

Melissa Dorfman will be introduced at both  

Palm Sunday Services. We will celebrate the 

Preschool with special music and a video 

that highlights the children during their 

daily activities. Preschool families have been 

invited to worship with us as we 

commemorate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. 

 

APRIL 18 - Maundy Thursday - 7:00 PM 

The first of the three days of solemn 

remembrance of the events leading up to and 

immediately following the crucifixion of Jesus. 

The English word "Maundy" comes from the 

Latin mandatum, which means 

"commandment." As recorded in John's gospel, 

on his last night before his betrayal and arrest, 

Jesus washed the feet of his disciples and then 

gave them a new commandment to love one 

another as he had loved them (John 13:34).    

APRIL 19 - Good Friday:  

Cross Walk starts at Bethlehem UMC 

12:00 Noon  

Service at Thornbury AME - 1:00 PM 

646 Cheyney Road, Glen Mills  

The Friday before Easter on which the 

crucifixion of Jesus is remembered. As we 

process from Bethlehem UMC to Thornbury 

AME we reflect on the death of Christ.  

APRIL 21 - Easter Sunday 

Celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ! 

All are Welcome! 

 Sunrise Service - 6:30 AM 

9:00 & 10:30 AM 


