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Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you something to drink?

By Dale Plummer

We as a church family are always looking for new and exciting ways to bring the
love of Christ into the community around us. CityTeam Ministries, a local
organization in Chester, provides just that. Church-wide, Small Group, family,
and individual opportunities abound as CityTeam is always looking for help to live
out their vision of restoring lives and rebuilding communities through innovative
programs that provide food, shelter, clothing, training, and spiritual
transformation.
Existing strictly on annual donations and contributions, CityTeam feeds three hot
meals a day to the hungry and homeless in Chester. In addition to their feeding
program, CityTeam in Chester offers the following programs:
Men’s Shelter: For homeless who need a hot shower, clean clothes, a safe place
to sleep in a warm bed, encouragement and help in finding permanent living
arrangements.

Men’s Recovery: A nine-month to two-year residential program that offers men
the ability to escape the vice-grip of addiction with the help of in-depth individual
Jesus replied, “What you did
and group counseling, Bible Studies, anger management, community
for the least of these, you did for involvement and many other vital services.
me.”
Matthew 25: 37,40
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Family Services: Provides good used clothing, baby food, formula, and diapers
for low-income women and their at-risk children. Additional needs are met
throughout the year with their Back-to School program, Thanksgiving, Christmas
and Easter Baskets, and other special holiday events.
Learning Center: Allows men in their programs to learn at their own pace, and
then graduate after mastering all their prescribed work in areas such as writing,
math, GED Prep, reading comprehension, computer literacy, and basic life skill
components. As academic goals are attained, students then focus toward
employment and future career choices. All work is geared toward helping
students become responsible, motivated, and equipped for independent living.

Bethlehem
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PO Box 57
4 Westtown Road
Thornton, PA 19373
P: 610-459-3482
F: 610-459-0811
www.bethmeth.com
A team from BUMC served at the last Hope Cafe
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F-E-L-L-O-W-S-H-I-P… FELLOWSHIP!!!!
By Jani Poh-Pike, Fellowship Chairman

Two months ago the Philadelphia Eagles ended their
miracle season with a Super Bowl win. However,
what was even more impressive was the
cohesiveness within the team itself. The team
bonded together in many aspects: practices, team
meetings, social events/dinners, and gatherings in
which they expressed and carried out their faith in
God. Additionally, there was always that feeling of
“I’ve got your back” when you need me. In the end,
they reached the team’s ultimate goal. . .Super Bowl
Champions (yes, it still feels great to say that).

planning a funeral. Our Prime Timers meet weekly
and have participated in various outings. In April, we
are taking a trip to the National Bible Museum in
Washington, D.C. and are looking forward to
feedback we receive from those attending.

Within Fellowship, we have been blessed with our
newest addition, the Family Table Ministry headed by
Janet Samuelian. Her creativity with displays
highlighting various subjects and cuisine have been a
welcome addition to Agan Hall. Recently, she and
Peter Dietz have extended this to our pre-school with
In a sense, this is much like Fellowship. Though we
“Tater Tots Tasting Time”. The purpose of the group
will not be bringing the Lombardi Trophy home to
is to share “healthy” foods through story time with
BUMC any time soon, we do have an ultimate
books that are food related. The inaugural story time
goal...”to love the Lord your God with all your heart, took place in January with Nanette’s Baguette by Mo
all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind, and Williams and featured our very own Chef Pierre (aka
Love your neighbor as yourself” Luke 10:27. As a
Peter Dietz). The kids were thrilled! In February Mr.
congregation we routinely gather in Agan Hall
Dietz became Chef Luigi as Miranda Paul’s The Great
between services to enjoy refreshments and
Pasta Escape was the story featured.
Continued on page 3
conversation with one another. It is not only a time
to catch up with friends, but also a time to approach
Chef Pierre (aka
new faces to welcome them to BUMC. It is a time to
Peter Dietz) leads
browse the information on the tables as there are
the children
opportunities to sign up for upcoming events, groups,
through story
and/or activities in which fellowship goes beyond
time
Agan Hall. It is also a time when we may discover
needs a member may have. That is where the “I’ve
got your back” comes into play. Congregational Care
within Fellowship is available for meals,
transportation, visitation, and cards. If you or
someone you know needs help, please contact the
church office. It is what we are here for…to love one
another.
Through the Fellowship Ministry, we offer assistance
with the joyous occasion of a wedding and
compassion and healing during the difficult time of
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Recently, a group of 25 from BUMC spent a Saturday
evening preparing and serving a 5-Star dinner to the
homeless in Chester, as part of CityTeam’s Hope Café
program. While CityTeam serves three meals a day,
365 days a year to the homeless, they step things up
by going all out for their Saturday dinners. The
homeless on that night are not only treated with
respect and dignity, they are treated to a meal that
rivals the top meal choices from area restaurants.
BUMC participants helped with meal preparation, setup, table service, waiter and waitress service, table
runners, host duties, and dishwashing and clean-up
services after the meal. It also was a great way to
interact with the homeless and make them feel
special.

If you, your Small Group, or your family are looking for
additional service opportunities, CityTeam has the
following immediate needs:
Meal Prep for Hope Café: Each Saturday morning, the
meal prep takes place for that evening’s Hope Café.
CityTeam is in need of small groups of people to come
and spend 2-3 hours helping get things ready for that
evening. Either sign-up at www.cityteam.org or call
610 872-6865 to volunteer.
Hope Cafe: Our next opportunity to serve as a church
is not until October, but you definitely need to put it
on your calendar when the official date is announced.
Annual Souper Bowl contest: Help CityTeam feed as
many people as possible through your contributions of
non-perishable food items at BUMC each January. Last
year BUMC contributed over 5,000 items!

It was a great time for all who volunteered their time.
The hearts of those who served were touched as much
as those they served. It was a great night for us to get
out into the community and ‘Be Bethlehem’.

Continued from Page 2:

Our traditional Fellowship events planned for this year
include Mother’s Day and Father’s Day gifts, Grillin’ in
the Grove, and Anniversary Sunday. We hope to
expand this with adding a few more “potluck” lunches/
dinners throughout the year. Additionally, we would
like to resurrect the Tuesday night volleyball throughout
the summer if we are able to
recruit a volunteer(s) to coordinate
it ...
…Which leads me to this...
Fellowship is still in need of volunteers. If you are able
to help with any of the following, please contact Jani
Poh-Pike at jmpp821@gmail.com
Visitation: Visit those who are sick or restricted to
home.

Coffee Ministry: Set-up and/
or clean up coffee/
refreshments on Sundays

Volleyball Coordinator: Recruit players of all ages to
participate. This is not meant to be competitive (well,
not really), but rather a fun evening in which we can get
to know one another, work as a team, and get some
exercise!
Pretzel Ministry: Need a
volunteer for “5th Sunday”
pretzel pick-up (Philly Pretzel in
West Chester)

#BeBethlehem
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Like many of us, I came up with several ideas of how
to live out “being Bethlehem.” People were happy to
receive what I had to offer, but one day sticks out
above all others. It wasn't something I had planned
but truly was inspired by our Sovereign God.
The day after Christmas, I was driving my elderly
mother and my brother to run errands. At the shopping center stop sign, I noticed a man standing in the
cold, holding a neatly printed sign that said he lived
in a motel and had three sons. As I've done so many
times in the past, I drove on by, yet I couldn't get this
man out of my mind.
We ran errands, including a stop at the bank. As we
started to leave the shopping center, I handed my
brother some money, told him that I was driving past
this man, and that he was to hand the cash to the
man and say something. I told him that if this was a
scam, then it would be on that man's heart, but that
my heart and soul told me to stop and give him the
money. The Lord must have spoken to my brother
too because he asked no questions; he didn't even
look at the amount of cash I had given him. He simply rolled down his window and said, "This gift is from
Jesus. He loves you."
The man replied that he had read the book of Romans and had accepted the Lord as his Savior. Wow.
As if that wasn't enough, the following words made
the biggest impact on me. The man said, "You were
the only one to offer me Jesus today." Tears came to
my eyes as we drove away. I thanked the Lord for
helping me to listen to Him and asked Him to help
me listen more. I then turned to my brother and
asked him if he thought we had just seen (ministered
to) an angel.
I've been blessed!

Have a #BeBethlehem story to share in
the Star or BUMC Facebook page?
Contact the church office today!
610-459-3482

SAVE THE DATE !!!
Women's Spring Social
Friday evening April 27th, 6:30 to 9pm
All women and teens
Dinner, video, discussion,
and dessert

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
Sun, April 1: Easter Sunday
Wed, April 12: Museum of the Bible Bus
Trip
Fri, April 13: 6:00 to 8:00 PM
Friday Fun Night
Sat, April 14: 9:00 AM
Good Works
Sat, April 21: 9:00 AM
Hands on Homes
Fri, April 27: Women’s Spring Social
Sat, May 5: 10:00 AM - Healthy Church
Workshop - All church members and
regular attenders are invited.
Sun, May 6: Communion Sunday
Sat, May 12: 9:00 AM - GoodWorks
10:00 AM: Healthy Church Project - Town
Hall.
Sat, May 19: 9:00 AM
Hands on Homes

