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Dear WCC Family 
 
Dear WCC family, our brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
Grace to you and peace!  
 
We miss you dearly, and think of you every day.  As our region begins to move into 
the next phase of Restore Illinois, Governor Pritzker’s plan for reopening the state, 
we have been working diligently to discern what our next steps should be as a 
congregation.  It is with that conversation in mind, that we write to you today.  
 
Let us begin by reassuring you of how deeply we long to be together.  It has been a 
great joy and privilege to find ways to connect remotely with you, from telephone 
calls to Zoom meetings to Facebook worship services - and yet, if we are honest, all 
of these things pale in comparison to the delight of gathering in physical space. 
However, we hold that desire to be together hand in hand with real concern about the 
health and safety of our congregation and community.  Church is a unique space 
where people of every age, stage, and life experience gather together, and because of 
that, opening our doors contains certain risks that not every organization has to face. 
 
With that in mind, we have decided to extend the cancellation of all in-person 
programs at our church building through the end of phase three of Restore 
Illinois.  The office will remain closed, and the staff will work remotely whenever 
possible.  Worship services will be streamed on our church Facebook page, on 
Sundays (at 10 AM, beginning May 31st and continuing through the summer).  We 
will continue to offer a variety of programs and groups that meet online, primarily 
through Zoom, including Bible studies, youth groups, book clubs, and more.  Please 
check your email, or our website or Facebook page for an updated list of these 
offerings each week.  
 
These restrictions, however, will be limited to the inside of our building at 1200 
Hibbard Road.  We can safely resume small, outdoor, socially-distanced gatherings 
in phase three, and will be communicating with you about these opportunities soon.  
 
We wait for the day when we can be together, but we do so actively.  Throughout 
phase three, we will be preparing our staff and our building for an official reopening 
of the church in phase four.  We will invest in a deep cleaning of the facility, 
purchase necessary cleaning supplies and personal protective equipment, create new 
systems for entry, exit and facility usage, and more - all with the goal of keeping our 
community safe. 
 
Please be in touch with questions, concerns, or ways that we can support you during 
this time.  We will be in touch in the coming weeks with more information about our 
reopening plans.  
 

With love and anticipation for our reunion,  
Pastors Pete, Jen, and Joel 

 

 

 

 



Summer Gatherings and Activities 

“Guess Who’s Coming to the Backyard?” 
Sunday, June 28, 6 p.m., Sunday, July 26, 6 p.m., Sunday, August 23, 6 p.m. 
 
These gatherings of 10 or less will keep social distance yet allow for a time of back yard fellowship together. Host will simply 
offer space. Those who sign up will bring their own chairs/blanket, picnic, and drinks.  If you are willing to open your yard, or 
you would like to attend, please email pastor hawk . 
 
“Tailgate for Ten” 
Thursdays June 18, July 16 and 30, August 13, 6:30 p.m. 

Come and join a few others in the Church parking lot for a tailgate party! Park your vehicles, circle up with lawn chairs, bring 
your own food and drink, and enjoy a summer evening together. Sign ups will help us plan for groups of ten, and social distance 
will be maintained.   Please RSVP to Pastor Hawkinson. 

 
Summer Book Club and Bible Studies 

 
Join us as we read a book each month and gather to reflect together. Here are the selections: 

 
June Chasing Francis: A Pilgrim’s Tale by Ian Morgan Cron.  

Pastor Chase Falson has lost his faith in God, the Bible, evangelical Christianity, and his super-sized megachurch. When he 
falls apart, the church elders tell him to go away: as far away as possible. Join Chase on his life-changing journey to Italy 
where, with a curious group of Franciscan friars, he struggles to resolve his crisis of faith by retracing the footsteps of 
Francis of Assisi, a saint whose simple way of loving Jesus changed the history of the world.  
ZOOM reflection on Thursday, June 25 at 7 p.m.  
Click on link to join  meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85645535276.   Click here to purchase the book. 

 
July – Reaching Out: The Three Movements of the Spiritual Life by Henri Nouwen.  

This little book explores three movements – from loneliness to solitude, from hostility to hospitality, and from illusion to 
prayer - as a journey into authentic spirituality. ZOOM reflection on Thursday, July 23 at 7 p.m. Click on Link to Join 
Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89517912687   Click here to purchase the book. 

 
August – 33 Weeks of Ordinary: Finding the Extra in the Ordinary by Brian Madvig.  

Here are thirty-three stories about growing up, being a parent, losing loved ones, questioning what you believe, finding 
yourself anew – the commonplace and wondrous moments of life. Brian will lead our ZOOM reflection on Thursday, 
August 27 at 7 p.m. Click on Link to Join:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87196584014 

        Books are available from Pastor Hawkinson for $20. 
 

ZOOM Summer Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Tuesday  Lunchtime Bible Study with Pastor Jen 
Join us in our study of 1 Corinthians. Bring your lunch! We meet at 12 PM on Zoom:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/99718113130?pwd=USs3RmdSYm5pWDFPQ3ZqYTlITkk2Zz09 
 

We continue through the Book of Acts and the adventures of the early Church.  
Wednesday Evenings, 7 p.m. at this ZOOM address:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89299491353 

 
From the Trustees:  We are looking to fill the position of Coordinator of Church Finances. 
Position summary:  The Coordinator of Church Finances at Winnetka Covenant church is responsible for paying all of the church 
bills, logging payroll, preparing tax documents, track the church’s cash flow, prepare documents for the annual audit, and work 
with the Treasurer of the Trustees regarding all budgetary concerns.  The position requires excellent organizational, 
interpersonal, and task management skill, with a clear understanding of acceptable business practices in relationship to the WCC 
mission and mission statement.  This is a part-time position, approximately 35 hours/month, with increased hours in January. 
 
For a complete job description, please contact Rob Thomas or the church office. 



  

 

Family News       

Mailbox 
 
Dear WCC,  
 Thank you for another year of faithful support.  
Your prayers and generosity allow us to touch the 
lives of countless recruits and sailors.  From 
helping chaplains in their service to teaching Bible 
studies, you help us train these sailors to live out 
their faith in the Navy.  I hope we can connect once 
COVID-19 begins to blow over.   
 Thank you again for joining us in this. 
       In Christ, 
       Josh Ferguson  
 
Dear friends at WCC, 
 Thank you for your prayers and many get-well 
cards.  Your encouragement is much appreciated. 
 I look forward to seeing you all soon 
        Gratefully, 
        Yoojin 
    

Congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Jonathan & Jess Fogel  on the birth of Oliver Jack Fogel, on May 26.  
Oliver was 7 lb., 13 oz. and 22 inches at birth.  He joins his big brother 
Matthew at home.  Karla Fogel is his happy grandmother. 

• Matt & Laura Williams on the birth of Anne (Annie) Elizabeth on 
March 4th. 

 

 

 
 
 

Dear friends, 
 Thank you so much for the cards you sent to me following my hip 
surgery on March 9th.  Your prayers and thoughtfulness were greatly 
appreciated. 
 I am grateful that my recovery has gone well and hopefully we can 
be together in worship soon. 
         In Christ, 
         Marlene Magnuson 
 
Dear WCC, 
 Amazing!  You all have been so generous with your time and kind 
thoughts by sending so many cards.  We LOVED our good bye party 
(drive-by) and the VIDEO was way cool.  Micah did such an artistic 
job (music & pictures). 
 We are saddened by the horrible injustice taking place here and 
hope to find a meaningful place (church) that is part of the solution – 
when we are able to do so.  Our son, Evan, said Chicago too is going 
to need many of God’s helpers to bring healing there.  Such sadness. 
 Know we hold you close to our hearts and really treasure our 
years of community, fellowship, and worship with you. 
         Keep in touch, 
         Nancy & Hugh 

**Youth News**  Youth activities will be planned as possible through the 
summer.  These will be communicated by Pastor Joel so be sure that you are on 
his e-mail list to receive the latest notifications. 
 

**Memoirs** normally meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m.  We 
have been meeting by zoom but hope to be able to meet together in the near 
future.  If you would like to receive notices of these meetings but are not 
already doing so, please contact judigeake@gmail.com. 
 

**Next Chapter** plans to meet one more time in June and is looking 
forward to the occasional social event this summer.  This group is open to any 
woman experiencing a new chapter of life or who is looking to make new 
friends in the church.  If you are not already receiving notices of future events 
and would like to be, please e-mail judigeake@gmail.com. 
 

**Spiritual Direction**  Many people are re-thinking, or even questioning, 
their spiritual life during these unusual times.  Spiritual Direction is a 
“listening” ministry.  If you would like someone to walk with you and listen, 
without judgement, to your questions, or explain to you how a Spiritual 
Director may help, please contact Judi Geake, 847-804-7432 or 
judigeake@gmail.com. 

**Israel Trip**  The trip to Israel and Palestine, scheduled for October, has been rescheduled for March 15-24, 2021.  
Spaces are available.  Please be in touch with Pastor Hawkinson for more details. 



 

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,  

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 

We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

Upcoming Opportunities 
Rediscipling the White Church 
Winnetka Covenant Church is on a life-giving and restorative journey toward racial righteousness. We invite you to join other 
Chicagoland Covenanters for a zoom discussion of the book, “Rediscipling the White Church” with its author, Covenant 
Pastor David W. Swanson on July 15th at 7:30pm. Discussion will be facilitated by Covenant Pastor Cheryl Lynn Cain.  
Zoom link and event flyer forthcoming.  You can purchase the book here:  
 https://www.amazon.com/Rediscipling-White-Church-Diversity-Solidarity/dp/0830845976 

We hope you will join us for this important conversation that will help form us on our journey toward racial righteousness! 

Summer Family Bike Ride Night, 5:30 Wednesdays – 1st Ride June 17 
Meet in WCC parking lot.  These will be family and casual oriented rides.  All are welcome!  Kids participating in the rides 
should be able to ride a two wheeler with confidence.  Our leaders will take us to different weekly destinations.  They will 
encompass a 5 mile radius from church and will last about an hour.  Rides will include single file road riding as well as riding 
on nearby bike paths.  Afterwards, feel free to tailgate in the church parking lot using safe distancing practices. 
 
*Please be sure your bikes are in working order. 
*Helmets are required for all participants.  
*Water bottles and light snacks are encouraged.  
 
In case of inclement weather a tutorial on various bicycle repair topics will be conducted @ WCC.  
 
Any questions?  Contact: Tom Buettgen:  

Linda Johnson:  
Cindy Buettgen:  


