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Test Piloting Our Faith 
 

Before any airplane is mass produced, it has undergone a series of test flights to push 
the plane to its design limits—determining the top speed and capacity limits, checking 
the safety features, and assuring its ability to maneuver in the air as expected.  
 
Test pilots are a rare breed, undertaking the responsibility of flying new aircraft to 
their design limits...and then beyond. Of course, sometimes they push the planes 
beyond their limits and the plane doesn’t come back in one piece. Yet, the goal of test 
piloting is not to destroy the plane—it is to prove the plane flight worthy. In the 
aviation world, the test pilots are not simply reckless, careless, daredevils—they are 
heroes. They make flight and innovation possible, even giving their very lives for the 
cause!  
 
In the same way, children of the Church are called to “test pilot” the Christian faith. 
This means that as they mature into adults, we as parents and mentors are responsible 
for preparing, training, and periodically handing over our plane of faith for a test drive. 
The responsibility of the young and brave test pilots is to put the faith through its 
paces—to make sure they know how to use it in real-life scenarios. When Jesus calls 
our young people to “love your neighbor,” “go the extra mile,” or “turn the other 
cheek,” it is their responsibility to seek the Lord for discernment of what exactly that 
means among the beauty and dysfunction of their peers.  
 
Yet, when (not if) our children say, “This faith is malfunctioning,” how we as 
caretakers of the faith respond to their protest will determine the future of flight. Are 
we nimble enough to respond to their critique with appropriate action? Are we willing 
to reinstruct? To repair? To rebuild?  
 
While some might suggest they fly the old plane just like it has always been flown 
before, without upgrades, let us not be surprised when young people encounter 
malfunctions in their faith. But we should be forewarned that this approach may 
ground the plane for good. Rather, can we respond with Holy Spirit empowered 
optimism, flexibility, and a willingness to innovate for the cause of Christ? 
 
The environment in which the faith now resides has changed drastically from the 
environment in which previous generations’ faith was built to survive. Today’s young 
people are connected to the pain and heartache of the outside world 24/7. They interact 
daily with people celebrating diverse religious traditions, alternative sexualities, and 
cultures hostile to the Christian faith.  
 
When emerging faith struggles to endure the harsh climate it encounters, may we as 
stewards of the tradition embrace our role as mentors and do what any good mechanic 
would do: invite them to bring the faith back to the garage (among the people and 
practices we call “the Church”) and do the hard work together. May the Holy Spirit 
inspire us to bravely innovate—to work with the existing parts and to introduce some 
new or forgotten ones to enhance the plane of our faith to meet the demands of this 
intimidating new world. 
 
             (continue, page 2)
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Adult Sunday School: Where Are We Now? 
Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. in the Upper Room  

At long last, Sunday School is back!   
Join us this fall for a special series reflecting on and learning from our past pandemic year. We will spend time working through 
some of the challenges we have experienced, including loss, uncertainty, fear and anger, and pairing them with spiritual 
practices. A special component of this series will be sharing our own pandemic stories with others. Contact Pastor Jen if you 
would be willing to share a short reflection with our class, or if you have any questions.  

• September 12th – Sunday School kickoff for all ages  
• September 19th – “Where are We Now?” Christian formation in a (post?) pandemic world  
• September 26th – Dealing with Loss   
• October 3rd – Spiritual Practices of Community  

We will meet in-person at church on Sunday mornings, with possible virtual options as the COVID situation continues to 
evolve. Stay tuned!   
 
 
 

 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 

Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.  

Sunday School Kickoff Coffee for Families 
Sunday, September 12th, 9:45 a.m. 

 
Join WCC families at the playground Sunday, September 12th at 9:45 to celebrate the beginning of Sunday school this year. It 
has been a long time coming but we are so looking forward to seeing all (or at least the upper half) of your smiling faces again. 
Coffee and snacks will be provided. Come to reconnect with old friends and meet new ones as we celebrate the fall at WCC. 

Rotation Sunday School for kids in grades 1-5 begins 
September 19th. 
 
Kids experience a different workshop each week to explore the Bible 
Story in different ways.  Examples include drama, art, games, 
puppets, science, etc. 
 

First Unit–  
The Anointing of David 
September 19th, 26th, & October 3rd 
  
 
 
 
 
 

(continued from page 1) 

May we, the Church, fully engage this call to innovation as we deepen our partnership in the adventure called Youth Ministry! 
May we each do our part to assure that when the next generation is ready to take over the care and maintenance of faith under 
the full direction of the Captain, they will be well prepared and appreciate what it really takes to make faith fly. 

  Pastor Jason,  
Interim Youth Pastor and Facilities Manager  
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Hello and ahoy from the WOR - SHIP  

and let’s get ready to REFUEL on Wednesdays! 
I don’t need to point out to anyone how challenging this past school year and parts of summer have been! But, here we are 
getting ready for what I think, is Chicago’s most beautiful time of the year! The Autumn smell, warm afternoons and cool 
evenings, and the amazing colors! Come and join us! 

We are looking forward to seeing kids (age 4 years–5th grade) once again in the Wor-SHIP.  As long as we have the good 
weather, we will plan to meet, as before, outside on the playground during the Sunday worship service.  If you are an alum of 
the SHIP and would like to participate or assist in any way, please let me know.  We are always looking for another swabby! 
Our first Sunday together will be September 12th.  

What is the difference between a raccoon and a bullfrog? Or…what is the same? How are you like a Blue Whale? Well, get all 
your furry, feathered and scale-y friends together as we begin our journey into the animal kingdom on Wednesday nights at 
REFUEL! We will gather on Wednesdays to answer this and many other questions. Animals each have a special way of 
participating and being a part of “God’s choir”. Thru songs, games, art and prayer we will learn and worship while we refuel 
ourselves for the upcoming week. This year we will be looking at God’s Choir as our theme. There is a wonderful song that we 
have sung together that tells this story. Our first REFUEL will be on Wednesday, September 15.  Please bring your favorite 
stuffed animal to be an active participant in the evening! I am so excited to see everyone again.  As with the SHIP, we will plan 
to meet outside as long as the weather will allow.   

Later Alligator! 
Bye Bye Butterfly! 

In A While Crocodile! 
See ya soon, you silly baboon!  

Ms. Mel 
 

 Adult Small Group 
Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. 

Let’s Keep Talking about Race 
Our small group conversations will continue this year, aimed at increasing our understanding of race and racism, and 
considering ways we can interrupt the legacy of prejudice in our lives.  
 
We’ll begin on September 29th with reflections from Emmanuel Acho, author and host of “Uncomfortable Conversations with a 
Black Man,” about the words we use in talking about race. Feel free to purchase a copy of the book here for further reading, or 
contact Pastor Jen with any questions.  
 
 We will meet in-person at church as part of Refuel activities (with changes subject to evolving COVID conditions). All are 
welcome!  
  

Special Event: Hymn Sing with Royce Eckhardt 
September 22nd, 7 p.m. in the sanctuary 

Join us for a wonderful hour of singing and learning, led by our own Royce Eckhardt. Come with requests for your own favorite 
hymns, and get ready to sing together. Masks are required for all, regardless of vaccination status.   

Worship services return to 10:30 a.m. on September 12th 

We welcome all to our worship services, returning to the 10:30 a.m. time for the fall. 

Due to the Illinois Covid restrictions, masks will be required for all indoor services and activities for everyone age 2 and older. 
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Christian Formation needs for fall, 2021 
Please take a look at the volunteer needs for Christian Formation.  If you see a place where you might help, let the church office 
or a member of the CF board know. 
 
Nursery Attendants – we don’t have lots of babies right now, but we need somebody to be available each week in the nursery 
at the beginning of the worship service just in case.  If nobody needs the nursery you will be free to attend the service. 
 
Sunday School Teachers – do you enjoy small children?  We need teachers for the 2’s & 3’s class and the 4’s & 5’s class. 
 
Rotation Leaders – the 1st – 5th graders participate in a Sunday School model called Rotation, where the same story is told over 
the course of a few weeks in a different way each week (i.e., drama, art, games, puppets, etc.)  As a rotation leader you would 
teach just one of the formats and would present your lesson just once, possibly twice in a three- or four-week unit. 
 
Adult Sunday School Sharing – would you be willing to share a reflection of what the past year has been like for you?  Share 
a brief story (5 minutes or less) on your experiences during Covid. 
 
Wednesday Night Refuel – two specific needs: 

• Gym/games leader 
• 4’s & 5’s leaders/helpers 

                          
 

Youth News 
 
Fall Schedule Begins: 
September 12th: 4:30-6:00 p.m., Kick-off for Junior High Youth Group (6th – 8th grades) 
September 12th: 6:30-8:00 p.m. Kick-off for High League (9th – 12th grades) 
Youth group is officially back for the school year.  Come see your friends and invite new ones to join us for games, snacks, 
small groups and lessons every Sunday night here at church.  
 
 

Men’s Fellowship Begins - 
Saturday, September 4, 8:30a.m. 
All men of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of men’s fellowship, which meets the first three Saturday 
mornings of each month.   
 

Mission News & Opportunities 
 

The Friendship Center continues to serve a diverse group of people who are hard hit by the pandemic.  They appreciate our 
long-standing relationship and all of your generous donations.  Their current top needs are: 
 
Feminine Hygiene Products     Canned Tuna & Chicken   Diapers – size 4-6 
Black Beans (dry)       Bars of Soap     Shampoo 
Paper Shopping Bags – especially with handles 
 
Please drop off donations to the church office or to Debbie O’Donovan.  Also, you can order on-line at Amazon Smile 
(designate WCC as beneficiary) and have the items sent directly to Debbie.  
 
Thank you again!                 Debbie O’Donovan 
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Library Corner 
Welcome back to the library!  
Come see what’s new and take home a couple of puzzles to do alone or with your family.  

Please feel free to take some puzzles from the library with you! Take as many as you want - no need to check them out...just 
bring them back when you are done. You may stop by the library any time the church is open, or call Judi Geake to arrange 
another time. She even delivers!   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Memoir Writing Group for Women AND Men (We have three Men in our group 
and welcome others.) WE WILL MEET IN PERSON IN THE LIBRARY!  

We hope to welcome back those who were unable to join us during zoom!  

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, September 14th at 1:00pm. This month’s Prompt: What do you start planning when the 
weather gets cooler, and fall begins. Do you make new resolutions? Do you forward to the holiday season with excitement or 
dread? As always, write whatever you want. Contact Judi Geake to be on the reminder list.  

Visit for the first time without writing or dive right in! Listening to each other’s stories prompts memories of our own.   

Upcoming opportunities at our camps 

At Covenant Harbor:   

• believe.love.serve. 
Your volunteer hands have been so appreciated and have helped keep camp running this year – and there are still more 
work projects to be done!  We are excited to announce an upcoming volunteer day on Saturday, September 18.  The 
focus of this work day will primarily be tearing down the waterfront.  

• GOLF for kids registration is now open 
The 2021 Antwan Williams Memorial GOLF for kids will be Monday, September 20 at Hawk’s View Golf Club in 
Lake Geneva.  This tournament raises funds for camper scholarships.   

• Visit the Covenant Harbor web site for more information and to register for both of these opportunities.  
www.covenantharbor.org 

 

At Covenant Point: 

Join us for silent directed retreats: 

• 2-Night Option A:  September 24-26 
• 2-Night Option B:  September 26-28 
• 4-Night Option (by registering for both) 

In one of David’s Psalms, we hear God say, Be still and know that I am God.  Covenant Point’s Silent Directed Retreat 
offers an opportunity to spend a weekend in prayerful silence with about 25 other people who are also seeking to focus their 
attention on listening for God’s voice. 

Pricing and details at www.cpbc.com/silent-retreat 
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Women’s Ministries 
NEXT CHAPTER: NOTE WE ARE 
MEETING IN PERSON IN THE UPPER 
ROOM 

Our next meeting will be Thursday, September 9th at 
1:00pm. Please join us for conversation … and a 
mystery guest who promises he can teach us to fall 
asleep almost immediately…and stay asleep.  I find it 
hard to believe but he seems VERY sure of himself. 
Let’s give him the benefit of the doubt!  

Next Chapter sends out its own Constant Contact Next 
Chapter News so if you’d like to join us make sure you 
are on the list to receive information about upcoming	
events by e-mailing Judi Geake.	

 

 
Women’s Bible Study  
Resumes Tuesday, September 28th, 10 a.m.  in the 
Upper Room  
Welcome back to another year of studying and learning 
together! Join us this fall for a study on the book of 
Joshua. We will gather at 9:45 for coffee fellowship and 
begin our study promptly at ten. Copies of our study 
are available through the church office for $10. Read more 
about the book here.   
All women of the church are welcome for this time of 
study and fellowship together! Contact Pastor Jen with 
questions or to be on the email list.    
 

 
 
 

Wedding Shower 
You are invited to celebrate Joel Brand & Leah Emerson with a shower given in their honor on Saturday, September 11, 
10:00 a.m.-noon at Winnetka Covenant Church.  We hope that EVERYONE (including kids) feels welcome to attend!  [Our 
current plan is to celebrate indoors--masked and following a social distancing plan.  Depending on Covid numbers, our event 
may be moved to an outdoor area at church.]. Joel & Leah are registered at Crate & Barrel and Target.  Use this link for 
convenience: https://www.theknot.com/us/leah-emerson-and-joel-brand-oct-2021/registry.  

The committee is asking for an RSVP to Heidi Bernover if you plan to attend, in order for them to be able to plan for a safe 
gathering. 

 
committee 

5th Annual Steve Fogel Memorial Bike Ride 
Saturday, September 10th, 10:00 a.m. 

Attention all cyclists!  Make your plans now to join the 5th Annual Steve Fogel Memorial Bike Ride on Saturday, September 
11 @ 10:00 am. The ride will start and end at the Winnetka Covenant Church (WCC) parking lot, 1200 Hibbard Rd. Wilmette, 
IL. Join others for the beautiful neighborhood scenery along the low traffic 44, 17, and 5.5 mile routes.  The out and back route 
are identical so riders have the option to make a u-turn and return to WCC at any time. Possible lunch stops (on your own) will 
be highlighted on the cue sheet. Social distancing practices will be observed. Suggested donation of $20 per rider can be made 
to the Steve Fogel Memorial Fund. If you are considering this ride or have any questions please contact Tom Buettgen , Cindy 
Buettgen or Linda Johnson. 
  
Helmets and water bottles are recommended. 
 
***If you would like to participate in both the shower for Leah and Joel and the bike ride, a second starting time will be 
arranged for the ride.  Please contact Cindy or Tom Buettgen to let them know of your desire to do both.*** 
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Mailbox 
    
    
       

Dear WCC, 
 You have blessed me beyond what my words can say.  
Leah and I thank you deeply for your incredibly generous 
departure gift to us and for your support and 
encouragement over the past four years. 
 We love you and continue to pray for you and thank 
God for you! 
      Blessings, Joel Brand 
 
  
Dear Winnetka Covenant friends, 
 We thank you so much for the many cards, messages, 
expressions of concern, support, and love shown to us 
after the passing of our beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, and great-grandfather.  We especially thank 
the deacons for providing a lovely reception following the 
service in this challenging Covid time. 
      The family of Ray Wallgren 
 
      
 
 
 
 Family News 

We express our congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Madeline Sharp and Alex Wadner, who were 
married on June 21, 2021, in Alpharetta, GA.  
Madeline is the daughter of Tom & Nancy Sharp. 

• Emily Peterson and Kent Hipp, who were married 
on June 26, 2021, in Sawyer, MI.  Emily is the 
daughter of Ron & Debbie Peterson. 

• Peter Steiner and Margaret Shriver, who became 
engaged this summer.  They are planning a wedding 
in October, 2022, in Michigan.  Peter is the son of 
Skip & Kitti Steiner. 

• Christine & Tresor Moolo on the birth of Solagbatu 
Linza Moolo.  Sola, as she will be called, was born 
on August 17th, weighing 7 lb., 15 oz.  Her name 
means “brightest star in the dark night sky.”  Sola’s 
happy grandparents are Tom & Cindy Buettgen. 

Holy Land Pilgrimage, March 7-16, 2022.  Join us as 
we travel to Israel and walk where Jesus walked.  Brochures 
are available.  Contact Pastor Hawkinson with questions and 
to secure your place! 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 
worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  

serving others as Christian disciples,  
and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                   

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

  


