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September 13 
 

Worship 
Service moves 
to 10:30 a.m. – 
both In-Person 
Outdoors and 
on Facebook/ 

You Tube 
 

September 16 
 

Refuel begins 
 
 

The Habit of Confession 
 
“For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me…” (Psalm 51) 
 
The words of David leap off the page and into my heart, again and again.  
Confession is a good and necessary habit, because it’s really true:  my sin is ever 
before me. 
 
I have one of those old, crumbling 19th century bibles on my shelf.  Unlike the others 
which once belonged to family members.  Seeing it in a used bookstore one day, I 
felt it needed a home.  It’s only identified by one word, written on the first blank 
page:  Pastor.  What intrigues me more is a repeated word written many times with 
explanation in the margins of the text, from beginning to end.  That word is HELP!  
I take it to be that pastor’s own constant confession and cry for God’s mercy and 
help.  Evidence of a healthy or unhealthy spirituality?  Is confession really good for 
the soul? 
 
“You desire truth in the inward being; 
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.” 
 
Yes!  Confession is good for the soul, and here’s why.  It’s honest, it’s the truth, and 
we share it with the One who is Father to us all, who loves us desperately and wills 
for us joy and peace.  In this sense our confessions, our honesty about our sins – 
those things we think, feel, and do that hurt God and others whom we know and 
love, as well as those things we fail to do that are faithful and right – opens up new 
space for forgiveness, for healing, and for a new start.  HELP! Is an opening up to 
the healing mercy of the God who loves me.  The truth is my sin and God’s grace. 
 
“The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 
A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” 
 
Through the truth of our own brokenness we come home again to the Steadfast Love 
of God.  We have new life, yet again!  God, indeed, helps us.  So confession is a 
Holy Habit and a privilege, an invitation from the One with healing in His wings.  In 
the end, I simply testify – YES, yes, my sin is ever before me, but so also is God’s 
mercy. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Christian Formation for Adults and Children 
 

Adults 
Adult Sunday School:  Fall, 2020 
Sunday mornings, 9 a.m. on Zoom 
In recognition that life looks very different this fall, we will embrace the season and try a new model of adult formation! This 
year, join us on Sundays as we engage in short studies (4-6 weeks each) emphasizing personal discipleship and spiritual 
practices.   
 
We begin on September 13th by viewing a short film called “Godspeed” together, and then spend the next six weeks 
reading Backyard Pilgrim: Forty Days at Godspeed by Matt Canlis. This short volume contains daily scripture verses, 
reflections, and guiding questions as you walk around your neighborhood. You are invited to read and walk on your own 
schedule, and join us on Sundays at 9 a.m. for a Zoom gathering to share about our practice together!   
 
Contact Pastor Jen with any questions, or to reserve a copy of the book. You can purchase your own or learn more about 
Godspeed at www.livegodspeed.org.   
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84537658511?pwd=UGQ5MW5UVGcwWlE1VXh4WURJN3hiZz09   
	  
Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. on Zoom  
Starting in October, join us on Wednesday evenings for a series of conversations about race and justice. We will be led once 
per month in conversation by Dr. Veronica Gilliard, Director of Finance, Leadership Development & Credentialing of the 
Southeast Conference; Executive Director of the Students to Scholars Center in Atlanta, Georgia; and founder of the Justice, 
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (J.E.D.I.) Institute. These sessions will cost $15/person, though financial assistance is 
available.   
 
We will spend the other 2-3 sessions per month doing preparatory work together, reading articles, watching film clips, and 
discussing related topics. Keep an eye out for more information, including Zoom links!  
  
Read more about the J.E.D.I. Institute at https://www.jedi-institute.com/, or contact Pastor Jen with any questions.   
 

Families 
REFUEL – 2020 

Wednesday evenings at WCC!  Kick-off is Wednesday, September 16th 
5:00 Socially Distant Dine & Visit Together 

5:30 Sing with EWE 5 and Worship Together 
We will continue to meet on Wednesday evenings, but with a little twist!  As in the past, on Wednesday evenings everyone is 
welcome to join us as we come together for a delicious meal – the twist is that this year YOU get to BRING YOUR OWN 
MEAL!  Beginning at 5:00 we will gather outside on the front lawn with our own meal and chair/blanket – respecting the social 
distancing guidelines – to eat with one another and enjoy fellowship. 
 
At 5:30 EVERYONE is invited (and encouraged) to remain for our REFUEL WEDNESDAY WORSHIP.  This will be a time 
for ALL ages to sing and have fun together, read the Bible together, share thoughts and ideas with each other, as well as praying 
for and supporting one another and frankly – getting to be together! 
 
We will resume the “Take-a-Peek” time which allows us to get to know one another a little better!  Each week a different person 
from our church family will have the opportunity to present a little something to the group that allows us to have a little peek 
into their life!  We have learned some very interesting things already!  If you or your family is interested in sharing a story, 
music, skit, song, or reflection please contact me!  You will be put on the schedule to share for 3-5 minutes at a REFUEL 
gathering! 
 
Again, it is such a treat to be a part of the children’s lives at Winnetka Covenant Church.  “We are blessed with very special kids 
in our church and I consider it an honor and a privilege to be a part of their church family and (hopefully) even their friend!  
Your family is in my thoughts and prayers. 
 
Thank you, Melissa Nelson  
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Children 
Ahoy and Welcome Back! 

 
Hello there, my masked friends and fellow pirates for peace!  What a fun but unusual summer we have had!  Unusual that we 
didn’t get to spend a lot of time together – but FUN – JUST THE SAME that we were able to be in the sun, in the water, with 
our families, and enjoying all of God’s creation! 
 
Well, I’m planning that the fun will continue as we start up the activities at church:  Wednesday night REFUEL and spending 
time together in the Wor-SHIP on Sunday mornings. 
 

The Wor-SHIP sets sail on Sunday, September 13th! 
 

This Fall as we continue to enjoy good weather and being outside, we “SHIP” kids, (children 2 yrs. – 5th grade) will remain in 
the worship time of each service and be excused after  “Time With Children.”  That is when I will meet them on the sidewalk 
that leads from the front steps and sanctuary doors around to the east side of the building, to the pre-school playground.  This is 
where we will be having our Wor-SHIP time.  Of course, just like the past, we will all be worshiping together much the same as 
we always have with songs, dancing, offering, instruments, stories, learning, and praying together.  One new requirement of all 
those who “board the SHIP” is that we will practice social distancing and must wear a mask in order to keep one another safe. 
 
We will continue our practice on the last Sunday of each month having the children in grades 3-5 remain in the service with 
their parent, if they so choose. 
 
Sunday morning as the kids arrive, they are invited to take a brightly colored Worship Bag.  In it will be a theme-related kid’s 
bulletin, crayons or markers, and other activities.  Older kids may want to take a bulletin only, that is appropriate for 7-12-year-
olds. 
 
One thing I have learned being with children is that one never knows what to expect!  Being FLEXIBLE is the key (not always 
easy, but very important!).  This Fall I am unsure how many kids will be participating in the Wor-SHIP.  We do know that one 
leader will gather the 2’s & 3’s and another leader will teach the older kids.  If we have a similar group of older kids as last 
year, we may be able to divide them into two age groups for the lesson/story time. This will allow the groups to be smaller and 
each group will have a differentiated lesson geared to their age and interest level. Linda Johnson will continue to share her 
musical talent and knowledge with all the kids.  She will plan music and provide opportunities for the children to play a variety 
of instruments, teach and sing song, and even fit a little “movement” into the morning!  If we end up with a different 
configuration of kids, we will be FLEXIBLE! 
 
We want to keep our children safe and accounted for!  Keeping this in mind, at the end of our worship time we (the children and 
I) will make our way to the front sanctuary doors, where parents/guardians can collect their child.  If you need to take your child 
before the service is over, please come to the playground to get them. 
                    Melissa Nelson 
 

September & October Youth Group Schedule: 
 

9:45 - 10:20 a.m.:  Confirmation for 6th – 8th graders 
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.:  Jr. High Youth Group for 6th – 8th graders 
4:30 – 6:00 p.m.:  Sr. High Youth Group for 9th - 12th graders 
 
All programing will be outside with students and leaders required to wear masks.  If we need to cancel because of weather, look 
for an email by 2 p.m. on Sunday. 
                    Joel Brand 
************************* 

4th Annual Steve Fogel Memorial Bike Ride 
Attention all cyclists!  Make your plans now to join the 4th annual Steve Fogel Memorial Bike Ride on Saturday, September 12 
at 10am. The ride will start and end at the Winnetka Covenant Church (WCC) parking lot. Join others for the beautiful 
neighborhood scenery along the low traffic 44,17 and 5.5 mile routes.  The out and back route are identical so riders could make 
a u-turn and return to WCC at any time. Possible lunch stops (on your own) will be highlighted on the cue sheet. Social 
distancing practices will be observed. Suggested donation of $20 per rider can be made to the Steve Fogel Memorial Fund. If 
you are considering this ride or have any questions please contact Tom Buettgen, Cindy Buettgen or Linda Johnson.  
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Mission News and Opportunities 

Kingdom Covenant Church Capital Campaign 
 

Kingdom Covenant Church launched in March (what timing...) a building campaign to purchase a church building and property 
in the Roseland community - south side of Chicago.  This is fantastic news as the Kingdom Covenant church continues to grow 
and build upon its mission.  Our church also continues to develop wonderful relationships with this congregation, even though 
we have a near term pause with physical meeting.  This is an opportunity to help both in prayer and financial support.  Kingdom 
Covenant is looking to raise $60K which will be matched.  They are getting really close and could use some more generous 
support.  Please consider a gift of any amount and go to www.kingdomchicago.org/give (note capital campaign in the memo 
field).    
 
Friendship Center/Greater Chicago Food Depository 
 

The Friendship Center is reaching out to all of its support churches to get the word out that they are still in need of volunteers to 
pack food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on their behalf.  The process is a little different than it has been in the past.  
Instead of having a slotted time for a group to go together, as we had been doing on the third Saturday of each month, you go to 
the GCFD website and choose a time to volunteer.  It is super easy and flexible with people’s schedules this way.  They require 
masks and practice social distancing so it is a safe environment in which to work.   
 
As a reminder about how it all works, our volunteers spending time packing food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on 
behalf of the Friendship Center gives the F.C. credits which directly offset the cost of food that comes from the Food 
Depository.  Why not help out by gathering a few friends and volunteering a few hours of your time at the Food Depository. 
 
Beside this opportunity to help, there is an ongoing collection of items for donation to the Friendship Center at the home of 
Rachel and Les Rescorl. Suggestions of items to donate include:  feminine hygiene supplies, bars of soaps (including hotel 
size), diapers and wipes, disposable razors and shaving cream, paper towels, cereal and other shelf-stable foods.  Your 
donations can be left on the Rescorls’ front porch. 
 
Covenant Kids Congo 
 

Quite a few of our church members are supporting children through Covenant Kids Congo.  CKC partners with World Vision to 
provide clean water to schoolchildren in Gemena.  Following is a portion of the August Newsletter from CKC: 
 
“Before World Vision connected our school with drinking water, I would go to places far from our school to look for water to 
drink while I was thirsty,” said Maritime, 8. 
 
“One day, I went to ask for water to drink during break.  To get there, I had to cross a busy road with many motorcycles passing 
by.  On my way I came across some people who were fighting and throwing stones at each other.  I was hit by a rock in my 
right leg and I was unable to go to school for a week. 
 
“… our school had the blessing of being connected to drinking water that was so good for all of us students,” Maritime 
continued.  “The installation of this water was really a relief for all of us.  Now I do not need to cross the road to drink water 
bcause we have water constantly.  I can drink whenever I want. … our teacher explained it was done by the support of World 
Vision with the funding of our sponsors from Covenant Church. 
 
“I also want to say that this water not only helps us drink while we are thirsty, but we make multiple use of it.  We use it to 
wash our classroom and make it very clean.  We wash our hands after being in the toilet, before and after eating bread, and so 
on. …our teachers have also benefited too and use this clean water. 
 
“I am very happy to have clean water … it will save us from a lot of dangerous stomach aches!  I thank World Vision and 
Covenant Kids Congo sponsors who have cared for us as children by installing clean drinking water at our school.  God bless 
you.” 
 
Through the Covenant Kids Congo/World Vision partnership, we provided clean water to 1,203 schoolchildren in Gemena, 
including Maritime.  If you have not been sponsoring a child through Covenant Kids Congo and would like to begin doing so, 
please contact the church office. 
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Family News        

Mailbox 
 
Dear WCC,  
 Have you ever had your pastor buy 
groceries for you?  We have.  Twice Pastor Pete 
has done grocery shopping for Marilyn and 
delivered the goods to Covenant Living of 
Northbrook.  Each time he has added a bouquet 
of flowers to the list.  He has joyfully been one 
who serves, and we are very grateful. 
 This has been a real God-send.  Thanks so 
very much! 
     Marilyn & Arnie Bolin

Congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Courtney & Kevin Najimi  on the birth of Amelia Alison Najimi on July 
2, in California.  Amelia was 7 lb., 4 oz. at birth.  Tom and Nancy Sharp 
are her grandparents. 

• Kari & Dan Giacolone on the birth of Isabella Charlotte Giacolone, July 
3, in Fitchburg, WI.  She was 6 lb., 2 oz. at birth and is the granddaughter 
of Lance and LoAnn Peterson. 

• Sarah & Colin Quackenbush on the birth of Rhea Dowsett Quackenbush 
on July 15, in Seattle.  Rhea was 5 lb., 1 oz. and 17.5” at birth.  Her 
grandparents are Kelly and Colette Quackenbush. 

• Madeline Sharp and Alex Wadner, who were engaged recently.  No 
wedding plans have yet been made. 

• Steven Braun, who will be ordained on September 6 in the Anglican 
Church, in California. 

 

 

 
 
 

Dear friends, 
 Thank you for the cards and expressions of sympathy on the death of 
Mike’s brother, Scott.  This is not an easy time to experience loss, where 
hugs and shared time can mean so much.  Your thoughtfulness is greatly 
appreciated and we wish you all good health.  
         Mike & Darlene Murphy 
 
Dear WCC, 
 I want to say thank you for all the cards, phone calls, and support 
you have given me and our daughters Jaime, Julia, and Jenna, since the 
sudden passing of Mary Kay.  She was a most loving and giving person 
and she will be missed by many.  I was fortunate to meet her 42 years ago 
at North Park and be married to her for 39 years. 
 I am blessed to have such great friends and family such as you at 
Winnetka Covenant Church. 
           Bob Clausen 

 

**Memoir Writing Group for Women AND Men**  (the men in our 
group encourage other men to join us!) 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, September 8th at 1:00 p.m.  Location will be 
announced, and may be last-minute … so please make sure you are on the memoir 
mailing list by e-mailing Judi Geake.  Visit for the first time without writing or 
dive right in!  Listening to each other’s stories prompts memories of our own.  
This month you may write anything you want from your own ideas or from prompts 
we handed out recently.  Questions include:  Have you ever gotten into a fight?  
What’s something you made that you are proud of?  What games did you look 
forward to the most as a child?  What is one of the greatest physical challenges you 
have ever had to go through?  What gave you strength? 
 

**Next Chapter** Thursday, September 10th at 1:00 p.m.  We will have our 
fall kick-off no matter what!  The question still open is “WHERE?”  Next Chapter 
sends out its own Constant Contact Next Chapter News so make sure you are on  
the list to receive information about upcoming events by e-mailing Judi Geake.   
Next Chapter welcomes any woman who has the time and the desire to make new 
friends or is entering a new chapter of life.  Get on the mailing list and see if 
anything interests you. 

**Israel Trip**  The trip to Israel and Palestine, scheduled for October, has been 
rescheduled for March 15-24, 2021.  Spaces are available.  Please be in touch with 
Pastor Hawkinson for more details. 

Other Small Groups Forming 
Are you interested in being part of a 
small group … either for Spiritual 
Direction (with three or four others), or 
for another group specific to your 
interest (such as reading & discussing 
spiritual literature).  Call or e-mail Judi 
Geake with your ideas! 
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,  

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 

We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

Library Corner 
Dear Friends, 
 
One of the things I have missed most during the pandemic is my Northfield Library. Today, while sitting in my office, I 
realized how many wonderful books are available to us here in our church library. I can’t wait until the church re-opens and the 
library can be used once again. In the meantime, if you are looking for a specific book that we might have, I would be happy to 
look for it and deliver it…or leave it on a table for pickup outside on Sunday. Some more recent donations include: 

• Reaching Out; The Three Movements of the Spiritual Life by Henri Nouwen 
• Liturgy of the Ordinary; Sacred practices in everyday life by Tish Harrison Warren (A Christianity Today Book of the 

Year) 
• A Bigger Table; Building Messy, Authentic, and Hopeful Spiritual Community by John Pavlovitz  
• The Color of Life; A Journey Toward Love and Racial Justice by Cara Meredith 
• Unlearning God; How Unbelieving Helped Me Believe by Philip Gulley 
• The Faith Club; A Muslim, A Christian, A Jew – Three Women Search for Understanding by Ranya Idliby, Susanne 

Oliver and Priscilla Warner.  This is an ‘old book’ (2006) but may be more relevant than ever today. 
• Jesus and John Wayne; How White Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith and Fractured a Nation by Kristin Kobes Du 

Mez.  
In the meantime, if you have a current religious book that you would like to donate, please let me know and I will arrange to 
get it. Thanks so much for your continued support for the church library. Happy Reading! 
                     Judi Geake 
************************* 
Both Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point Bible Camps are offering options for Family Getaways this fall.  They are making 
use of their buildings by offering families an opportunity to spend time at camp in their beautiful locations.  Please visit their 
websites (www.covenantharbor.org and www.cpbc.com) to learn more about these unique opportunities. 


