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A Change in Tempo 
 

The end of any decade is ripe with reconsideration.  We re-examine our bucket 
lists.  We read top ten articles and form new resolutions.  We wonder, what are 
those things that will come to define the 2010s for our church, country, and our 
world?  It also creates a space to rethink, to reimagine, and to reconsider a new 
way of doing things – a space to think about the future. 
 
I’ve spent much of the last year imagining what the future of our music at 
Winnetka Covenant might look like.  As with so many churches, our musical 
culture is a large part of our identity.  The hymns, anthems, camp songs, and 
benedictions are a pillar of church life and fellowship.  We have a tremendously 
musical congregation full of singers, string and wind players, guitarists, song-
writers, educators … I could go on and on.  How can we create more opportunities 
for musical involvement and encourage each other to share their musical gifts in 
2020 and beyond? 
 
This Fall, Adult Choir rehearsal will move to Thursday evenings, 7-8:30 p.m.  Do 
you love to sing but haven’t wanted to sacrifice Wednesday night gatherings?  
Starting in September, members will no longer have to choose between singing in 
the choir and participating in weeknight discussions and fellowship.  I pray that 
this change will encourage those who love singing to join the choir, and enable 
choir members to now participate freely in Wednesday evening activities. 
 
Our wonderful choir is not the only avenue for making music at Winnetka, 
however.  I also want to create more space for musical participation during our 
Sunday morning services.  This year, once a month, our worship will involve such 
groups as the Winnetka Covenant Children’s Choir, the Prairie Brass Band, the 
String Band, the REFUEL band “Ewe6” (yes, that’s our name), a communal hymn 
sing, and even more.  We are also excited to start reserving the Offertory for 
‘special music’ every other week.  If you sing, play an instrument, or want to make 
music with a group, you are wanted!  Get in touch with me 
(dimitri.german@icloud.com) and we’ll plan a piece and time to put it together. 
 
Finally, we look forward to upcoming musical gatherings as we move through 
Autumn towards Christmas.  Our September Outreach Event, the Harvest Dinner, 
Lucia, the Children’s Christmas Program, Covenant Christmas, and the return of 
the Prairie Brass Band are just some of the musical events to come.  Starting this 
Winter we also intend to begin a recital series here at Winnetka, inviting the talents 
of members and friends of the church to share their musical gifts in a new way.  
More on that later. 
 
In his final Psalm, King David gives us an invitation – an invitation into that life 
where we praise God with all of ourselves – with the sounding of the trumpet, with 
harp and lyre.  It’s the music of the Kingdom of Heaven.  If I may be so bold, I 
offer my own rewriting of David’s famous tune: 
            (continued, back page) 
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Adult Sunday School 2019-20:  “As the Good Book Says” 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105 

 
As Covenanters, we affirm that the Bible is “the Word of God, the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine, and conduct.”  Our 
ancestors in the faith were known for asking, “Where is it written?” whenever they were faced with a question of scriptural 
interpretation.  Yet, while we love and respect scripture, there is much in it that we struggle with and don’t understand.  How do 
we read the Bible?  How do we interpret some of its most difficult and challenging passages?  What role does it play in our 
lives? 

 

Join us this year in adult Sunday School as together we take a closer look at the Bible and our relationship to it.  We’ll begin 
our study with a series based on Peter Enns’ book The Bible Tells Me So:  Why Defending Scripture Has Made Us Unable To 
Read It.  We’ll ask hard questions of scripture, of God, and of ourselves through group conversation and video presentations. 
 
September 15th – I’ll Take Door Number Three 
September 22nd – God Did What?! 
September 29th  - God Likes Stories 
October 6th  - Why Doesn’t God Make Up His Mind? 
October 13th  - Jesus Is Bigger Than The Bible 
October 20th  - No One Saw This Coming 
October 27th  - The Bible, Just As It Is 
 
We are also looking for people to share briefly about their relationship to scripture, and passages that have been impactful on 
their faith journeys, during two special sessions called “Telling our Stories” on November 10th and 17th.  Contact Pastor Jen if 
you’re interested. 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 

Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  
Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor) 

2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room 101 (first floor) 
4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 

Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5, in various locations (see details below) 
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 

Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 

 

Children’s Rotation Sunday School 
New curriculum for 2019-2020 – 
Justice Journey for Kids 
 
With the belief that children are fully a part of the body of Christ, 
and in the hope that the next generation will celebrate the diversity 
of God's Kingdom and be empowered by the Spirit and the love of 
Christ to overcome the injustice inherent in a broken world. The 
ECC's Make and Deepen Disciples and Love Mercy Do Justice 
partnered to develop this resource. 

First Module – God’s Diverse Creation –  
Sept. 15th, 22nd, 29th  
 
Session 1:  Creation & Diversity 
Session 2:  The Church & Diversity 
Session 3:  The Kingdom of Heaven & Diversity 
 

 
Sunday School Kickoff 
September 8, 9:30 a.m. 

All ages come to the Upper Room for an 
intergenerational event, introducing the 2019-2020 

Sunday School year. 
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Hello there!  I am excited and looking forward to gathering together each 

Wednesday night for REFUEL - Varoom! Varoom! 
 

This year our theme will be- 

BEE Aware   BEE Active     BEE Kind  

As Christians we are to be imitators of God and have compassion for one another.  
Try putting yourself in someone else’s shoes. From Scripture we see the great empathy Jesus  

showed for the sick, the blind, the deaf, and more. Throughout Scripture we are taught 
 to humble ourselves and look at the interests of others. 

The world is changing.  It feels very complicated.  How are we preparing our children and ourselves for 
these changes?  The skill of empathy, as Jesus so obviously demonstrated and God demands of us, is 

more important now than ever.  We as a community of believers must know, understand and practice the 
skill of empathy and kindness: demonstrating our faithfulness to God.  My hope is that we will together 

become more aware of and more active in showing empathy and kindness. As adults we are called to 
be examples to those younger, whether we like it or not!  I want this year to be a time of learning and 

helping to shape our community where problems (individual, family, church, world) are not larger than we 
are and can be done by: 

“…believ(ing) the best about each other, valuing others above ourselves as Christ does.” 
(From WCC Faith Statement) 

 

Kick off is Wednesday , September 18 at 5:30! 
We will have activities for all ages, a yummy meal together and of course  

EWE6 will be there to lead in singing! 
Come and hear about all the meaningful activities that you can choose to participate in at REFUEL! 

 

Weekly schedule as follows: 
5:30    Dinner – eat a yummy meal and enjoy time with family and friends. 
6:00    “Seeing and Bee-ing” time. (Adults and toddlers remain at dinner) 

Kids 3-12 (older are certainly welcome) When finished eating will gather to hear about the evening     
story and help to prepare for worship through art work, skits, songs, and story-telling. This is YOUR    
opportunity to be part of the show! 

6:30   REFUEL 
   Welcome and Song 
   “BEE AWARE” 
   Singing 
   Worship with story/skit/activity. 
   Good bye Song and Prayer 
7:00    3rd-5th grade Art      7:20    3rd-5th grade Gym 
    Age 5-2nd grade Gym                     Age 5-2nd grade Art   
    Parents and Pastor Hawk 
    Discipleship – Pastor Joel (6th – 12th Grade) 
    Adult Small group – Pastor Jen (details on page 7) 
7:40    Buzz Home! 
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Trustee Notes 
 
“Indeed, if we raise funds for the creation of a community of love, we are helping God build the kingdom.  We are doing exactly 
what we are supposed to do as Christians.  Paul is clear about this: ‘Make love your aim’ (I Cor. 14:1, NJB)”  Henri Nouwen 
 
Summers at Winnetka Covenant are busy for the Trustees! 

• Broken kitchen AC unit was replaced 
• Extensive repairs were made to the first floor air handling system and new wifi thermostats installed throughout the 

facility to improve HVAC operations 
• The increasingly unreliable phone system was replaced 

Receipts have definitely been lower this summer, but we trust that as people return to full participation in the fall the gap 
between receipts and expenses will be reduced and we will end the year in good shape. 
 
As of the end of July: 
   Receipts = $600,670    Budget = $540,683 
         2018 Receipts = $517,355         2018 Budget = $595,921 
   Disbursements = ($620,886)   Budget = ($562,810) 
        2018 Disbursements = ($579,906)    2018 Budget = ($593,132) 
   Over/(Under) = $20,216    Budget = 22,127 
      2018 Over/(Under) = $62,551     2018 Budget = ($2,789) 
 
Anticipated shortfall for 2019 = ($42,000) 
                   Julie Bromley, Trustee Chair 

Youth News 
 
Fall Schedule Begins: 
September 8th: 4:30-6:30p.m., Kick-off for Confirmation (6th – 8th grade) 
September 8th: 6:30-8:30p.m. Kick-off for High League (9th – 12th grade) 
Youth group is officially back for the school year.  Come see your friends and invite new ones to join us for games, snacks, 
small groups and lessons every Sunday night here at church.  
 
Discipleship: Starting September 25th, every Wednesday in the Youth Room from 7-8p.m. 
Join your youth group friends (6th – 12th grade) to hang out & talk about the direct teaching of Jesus.  We will be focusing on 
the verses that are written in red & how they apply to our lives today.  However, every first Wednesday of the month will be 
pure fun and games with no lesson.  Please join our whole church community for dinner starting at 5:30p.m. in the gym, 
worship/activities in the Upper Room at 6:30p.m.  Contact Pastor Joel with any questions. 
 
Jr. High Important Dates:  
October 11th-14th:  Fall Retreat at Covenant Point, Iron River, MI 
December 15th:  Confirmation Christmas Party 
January 10th-12th:  Winter Retreat at Covenant Harbor, Lake Geneva, WI 
May 3rd:  Confirmation Sunday  
Look for other fun events to be added to the schedule going forward!!! 
 
Sr. High Important Dates: 
September 14th-15th:  Warren Dunes Camping Trip 
November 8th-9th:  Dude & Lady Dude Overnight 
December 1st:  Progressive Dinner 
December 15th:  Alumni Christmas Party 
February 14th-17th:  OneLife Retreat at Covenant Point, Iron River, MI 
Look for other fun events to be added to the schedule going forward!!! 
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Library Corner 
• While the library is being reorganized and updated, it is still open for business! The first shelves as you enter the library 

will highlight several books for your consideration as we continue this work in progress.  
• Until we have completed revising the check-out process, there will be a basket on those shelves into which you can 

place the library card from a book, if there is one, or you may sign it out in the notebook below.   
• At the moment, we are accepting recent Christian Literature for donation….other categories and suggested authors we 

are seeking will follow each month. Please place your donated book on the labeled shelf. Any books not used in our 
library will be donated to other libraries or recycled.  

• Each month we will review three or four books in the Network. Have you read a recent book you are willing to 
donate and write a brief review for this space?  We also have several new books that need reviewing, for which we are 
seeking ‘guest reviewers’ See Judi Geake if you are interested.   

 
The Marys of the Bible; The Original #MeToo Movement     Boaz Johnson, 2018 
 

Mary, a very common name in biblical times, derives from the Hebrew word “mara”: bitter. The author examines the lives of 
five representive women of the Bible: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, “Uriah’s wife” Bathsheba, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
delineating the bitterness of woman’s experience then and now. In the Bible’s radically different ethic for the treatment of 
women, the poor and “the stranger”, Johnson finds his thesis: The Bible is the world’s Original #MeToo movement.   
Reviewed by Thom Morris 

Why Religion?  A Personal Story    Elaine Pagels 2018 
 

A highly respected, award winning scholar of the history of religion, Pagels here opens a window into her soul as she reveals 
her own struggle to find meaning in the face of heartrending loss. She offers a soul-affirming treatment to the power of 
redemptive suffering.  Thom Morris 

Shades of Light   Sharon Garlough Brown 2019 
 

“The book is for anyone who has faced the darkness of depression or walked that road with a loved one” says Sarah Arthur, 
Christianity Today. While some of the favorite characters from Sensible Shoes make cameo appearances, this work of fiction is 
not a continuation of that series. It is, however, a very raw and honest look at how it feels to experience deep depression, and an 
honest, poignant look at a mother’s attempt to walk that path alongside her daughter.   
Reviewed by Judi Geake 
 

The library has three copies and there are a very few left for purchase in the church office at 40% discount ($11). Watch for the 
announcement of discussion group dates, including a Sunday School class, beginning in October.  

************************* 
Winnetka Covenant Church library copy:  Book of Remembrance for Marti Crow 
Marti Crow was a long-time member of Winnetka Covenant Church who died August 31, 2017 of an autoimmune disease:  
polymyalgia, which causes systemic pain throughout the whole body.  On the occasion of a practice room dedication in her 
memory on February 7, 2019, the Wheaton College Music Conservatory composed a Remembrance Album to document her life 
story especially in music composition.  A copy of this album will be kept in Room 360 at the new Music Conservatory and in 
the Winnetka Covenant Church library for those who are interested. 

Memoir Writing Group for Women AND Men 
For anyone who has the second Tuesday afternoon of each month free, this would be a great time to join this ongoing group. 
We will reconvene Tuesday, September 10th at 1:00p.m. in the library.   
 
If it is your first time and you are unsure if it is for you, feel free to join us without writing and just listen to the stories of 
others. I’m betting it will entice you to get your own family stories down on paper.  The prompt this month is: “Tell us about 
one of your favorite summer memories”. Or, as always, you may write about anything you like!  
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.  
They all welcome new participants at any time. 
 
Friendship Circle – We meet at 11:30a.m. on the second 
Thursday of the month for lunch at the Bistro at Covenant 
Living of Northbrook and stay for a time of fellowship.  
Although we meet at Covenant Living, all senior women are 
encouraged to join us.  You need not be a  resident there.  In 
September the date is the 12th.  Contact Gladys Johnson. 
 
Next Chapter News & Events -  Join the Next Chapter 
group for their fall kick-off on Thursday, September 12th at 
1:00p.m. in the Upper Room. We will begin with a light 
dessert, then hear two “mystery guests” from the 
congregation tell their stories. We will also have plenty of 
time to talk around the tables as we reacquaint ourselves after 
a long summer.  
 
Next Chapter welcomes any woman who has the time and 
the desire to make new friends or is entering a new chapter of 
life.  E-mail Judi Geake to receive Next Chapter News.  

Women’s Ministries 

 
Stitch and Study – Stitch and Study, combining 
prayer, conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets 
on the third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home 
of Marilynn Nelson (656 Astor Ln., Wheeling).  New 
participants are always welcome to come with or without 
a project.  In September we meet on the 17th. 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study –– Circle Tuesday, 
September 10th on your calendar as a reminder to join us 
in our 11-week study of the books of Colossians and 
Philemon.  Our contemporary experiences of diverse and 
often confusing religious and theological views are not 
unlike those of first century Christians in the church at 
Colosse.  We will examine the lure of today’s popular 
religions, gurus, and cultists along with Paul’s timely 
message of the sufficiency of the Living Christ.  We meet 
weekly at 9:30 a.m. at Church.  Fellowship enriches our 
mornings!  Study guides will be available.  Questions:  
Contact Joann Larson  
 

Save the Date 
Please put Tuesday, October 15th on your calendars for a bridal shower for Liana Geneitis and Dimitri German. 

Showers are a way for the women of the congregation to show love and support to young couples as they prepare for marriage. 
All women and girls are invited and encouraged to attend. 

Mission Opportunities 

A Just Harvest – September 5th & 19th, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to 
join the cooking crew.  On the 19th we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food.  Leave from church at about 
4:30 and return about 7:00.  Contact Linnea Johnson to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository Hunger Walk - Saturday, September 7th at 8:30-11:00 am.  
Please join us in Jackson Park for a fun & leisurely stroll along  beautiful lake Michigan to raise funds and awareness for the 
GCFD & the Friendship Center. Register online by August 27th at chicagosfoodbank.org/hunger walk. Carpools will leave the 
church at 7:15 am. Contact Debbie O'Donovan or Rachel Rescorl.  Our next volunteer date at GCFD is October 19th. 
 
 

Steve Fogel Memorial Bike Ride 
Saturday, September 7, 10:00 a.m. 

Attention all cyclists:  make your plans now to ride the third Steve Fogel memorial bike ride. The ride will START at the 
Winnetka Covenant Church parking lot.  The out-and-back ride route are identical so those unsure of their ability can make 
a u-turn and head back to WCC. Beautiful neighborhood scenery along the low-traffic 40-mile route starting and ending at 
WCC await, with the apogee being Great Lakes Metra station. The route will have limited support with a follow-behind 
vehicle for minor repairs or a ride back to the start for rider and bicycle. Suggested lunch stops (on your own) will be 
highlighted on the cue sheet. Donations to support the Steve Fogel memorial fund; $20.00/rider is recommended. If you are 
considering this ride please let us know of your intent by a simple email to Tom or Cindy Buettgen.   

Thank you, Tom & Cindy Buettgen 
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Mailbox 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Friends, 
 Thank you for all the support you showed our family 
during Domenic’s hospitalizations and passing.  You 
carried us during the hard times and we will always 
remember how we felt God’s love through all of you. 
      Love, Tom and Jane Rivi 
 
 God is so GOOD, he has truly worked a miracle in 
my life!  Tom was evaluated to donate a kidney and he is 
indeed a match!  The doctors said “I couldn’t find a better 
match.”  The surgery will take place hopefully before 
Christmas. 
 No words can express my thankfulness and gratitude 
to God and the people of God at WCC.  I have received 
many heartfelt cards which have meant so much to me. 
 Please express my most sincere and heartfelt thanks 
for the prayers to our friends at WCC.  Please keep us in 
your prayers during the coming days and praise God for 
his goodness. 
      Shalom, Diane Siebrasse 
 
To Winnetka Covenant Church, 
 Thank you for all the prayers, visits, and concerns 
expressed over Beverly’s long journey! 
      Armour Swanson & family 
 
From Family Promise: 
Pastor Hawkinson, 
 Thank you, from the families we serve, for your 
thoughtful and generous contributions.  Our work would 
not be possible without the work and contributions of your 
congregation. 
     Richard Day, Board President 
 

A community trip to Israel and Palestine will take 
place October 13 – 22, 2020.  Join Pastor Hawkinson 
for this holy time of pilgrimage and learning together.  
Brochures are available, and information can be found on 
the church website.  Details about this exciting opportunity 
will be unfolding.  Please be in touch with Pastor 
Hawkinson with further questions or to register your 
interest.  Welcome! 

Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m.:  Adult Small Group 
Study  

While we unpack our relationship to scripture on Sunday 
mornings, we’ll spend Wednesday evenings discussing what 
it means to have an evolving faith; one open to doubts, 
questions, and change.  Join us for this open conversation 
based on Rachel Held Evans’s book Faith Unraveled 
(previous published as Evolving in Monkey Town).  Feel 
free to order the book (available on Amazon) and read 
along, or just show up!  All are welcome (prereading not 
required). 

 

All God’s Creatures Great and Small 
Saturday, September 28th, 4-7p.m. 

 
The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a fun fall event that is open to all ages and is something to which you can invite your 
friends and neighbors. The food truck, Grill Chasers, will be there providing delicious and complimentary cuisine.  Live music 
performed by our own WCC musicians is sure to entertain. There will be lawn games, and if you are a pet owner, our pastors 
will be on hand to bless your animals. So please bring your dogs, cats, snakes, guinea pigs or whatever furry (or scaly) creature 
you love to our event. If you are interested in baking cookies/bars to serve for dessert, please contact Jane Rivi. 

Men’s Fellowship Begins - 
Saturday, September 7, 8:30a.m. 
All men of the church are encouraged to be a part of 
men’s fellowship, which meets the first three Saturday 
mornings of each month.  The year will kickoff on the 7th 
with a delicious breakfast cooked by Steve Sudhoff and 
Paul Christmas. 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                   

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 

 

(continued from page 1) 

Praise the Lord. 
Praise God in our beautiful sanctuary; 
 Praise him in his mighty heavens. 
Praise him for his acts of power; 
 Praise him for his surpassing greatness. 
Praise him by playing the piano, 
 Praise him with electric bass and your old clarinet, 
Praise him with a djembe and by singing camp songs together, 
 Praise him with the fiddle and the pipe organ, 
Praise him with a really loud drum-set, 
 Praise him with the voices of our children. 
 
Let everything and everyone praise the Lord. 
 
Praise the Lord. 
         Dimitri German 

Fall Kickoff – Sunday, September 8th  
All ages join together at 9:30 a.m. in the Upper Room for an introduction of the Sunday School year.  Worship 
follows at 10:45 and then the youth groups will sponsor a sandwich lunch in the Fellowship Hall. 


