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We Worship 
each Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. –  

 

both  
 

In-Person 
Outdoors  

& 
 Facebook/ 

You Tube 
 

October 4 
Confirmation 

Sunday 

Reading Together 
 
“The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” (John 6:33) 
 
I have an invitation for you!  It is to make an investment in personal spiritual growth 
and in community.  Beginning Thursday, October 8, and every Thursday 
evening at 6:30, we will be Reading Together. 
 
Reading Together is a weekly ZOOM time to encounter the biblical texts that will 
be read on the Sunday to come:  a chance to get the Bible in our bones a bit and toss 
around some thoughts, looking for connections, and exploring new ideas. 
 
In addition, Reading Together happens in community … it’s something we do 
together.  We share conversations, stories, thoughts, and become better friends as we 
read together.  In this time of isolation, this is a chance to develop growing 
friendship.  What a blessing this is! 
 
The great blessing of this time will be that by the time Sunday worship comes, you 
will have had these texts roaming around in your spirit for a few days as you come to 
hear them again. 
 
I’m asking you to consider making this brief (45 minute) time part of your weekly 
rhythm, for the sake of your spiritual growth and friendships.  Also, it will be lots of 
fun! 
 
Here’s the Weekly Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 
---------------------------------------- 
 
Guide Me into an Unclenched Moment (Ted Loder) 
 
Gentle me, Holy One, 
into an unclenched moment, a deep breath, a letting go 
 of heavy expectancies, of shriveling anxieties, of dead certainties, 
that, softened by the silence, 
 surrounded by the light, and open to the mystery, 
I may be found by wholeness 
 upheld by the unfathomable, entranced by the simple, 
and filled with the joy that is you. 
 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Christian Formation for Adults and Children 
 

Adults 
Adult Sunday School:  Fall, 2020 
Sunday mornings, 9 a.m. on Zoom 
Join us as we continue our study of Backyard Pilgrim: Forty Days at Godspeed by Matt Canlis. This short volume contains daily 
scripture verses, reflections, and guiding questions as you walk around your neighborhood. You are invited to read and walk on 
your own schedule, and join us on Sundays at 9 a.m. for a Zoom gathering to share about our practice together!   
 
Contact Pastor Jen with any questions, or to reserve a copy of the book. You can purchase your own copy or learn more about 
Godspeed at www.livegodspeed.org.   
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84537658511?pwd=UGQ5MW5UVGcwWlE1VXh4WURJN3hiZz09   
	  
Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. on Zoom  
Join us throughout the month of October as we begin a series of conversations about race and justice.  We will gather as a small 
group on zoom to view short video clips, read articles, discuss related topics, and reflect together  Much of this work will be in 
preparation for a special series beginning in November. 
 
Starting November 4th, we will be led in our conversations once per month by Dr. Veronica Gilliard, Director of Finance, 
Leadership Development & Credentialing of the Southeast Conference; Executive Director of the Students to Scholars Center in 
Atlanta, Georgia; and founder of the Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (J.E.D.I.) Institute. These sessions take place the 
first Wednesday of each month, and will cost $15/person, though financial assistance is available.   
 
There is no cost associated with all other Wednesday night meetings of the group. 
 
Join using the Zoom link here:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89424598033?pwd=dFh0RnBuemxUS2ZjWVRNSHBhT2tBQT09 

Read more about the J.E.D.I. Institute at https://www.jedi-institute.com/, or contact Pastor Jen with any questions.   
 

Families 
REFUEL – 2020 

Wednesday evenings at WCC!   
5:00 Socially Distant Dine & Visit Together 

5:30 Sing with EWE 5 and Worship Together 
We will continue to meet on Wednesday evenings, but with a little twist!  As in the past, on Wednesday evenings everyone is 
welcome to join us as we come together for a delicious meal – the twist is that this year YOU get to BRING YOUR OWN 
MEAL!  Beginning at 5:00 we will gather outside on the front lawn with our own meal and chair/blanket – respecting the social 
distancing guidelines – to eat with one another and enjoy fellowship. 
 
At 5:30 EVERYONE is invited (and encouraged) to remain for our REFUEL WEDNESDAY WORSHIP.  This will be a time 
for ALL ages to sing and have fun together, read the Bible together, share thoughts and ideas with each other, as well as praying 
for and supporting one another and frankly – getting to be together! 
 
We will resume the “Take-a-Peek” time, which allows us to get to know one another a little better!  Each week a different person 
from our church family will have the opportunity to present a little something to the group that allows us to have a little peek 
into their life!  We have learned some very interesting things already!  If you or your family is interested in sharing a story, 
music, skit, song, or reflection please contact me!  You will be put on the schedule to share for 3-5 minutes at a REFUEL 
gathering! 
 
Again, it is such a treat to be a part of the children’s lives at Winnetka Covenant Church.  “We are blessed with very special kids 
in our church and I consider it an honor and a privilege to be a part of their church family and (hopefully) even their friend!  
Your family is in my thoughts and prayers. 
 
Thank you, Melissa Nelson  
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Children 
Ahoy and Welcome Back! 

The Wor-SHIP sets sail on Sundays 
 

This Fall as we continue to enjoy good weather and being outside, we “SHIP” kids, (children 2 yrs. – 5th grade) will remain in 
the worship time of each service and be excused after  “Time With Children.”  That is when I will meet them on the sidewalk 
that leads from the front steps and sanctuary doors around to the east side of the building, to the pre-school playground.  This is 
where we will be having our Wor-SHIP time.  Of course, just like the past, we will all be worshiping together much the same as 
we always have with songs, dancing, offering, instruments, stories, learning, and praying together.  One new requirement of all 
those who “board the SHIP” is that we will practice social distancing and must wear a mask in order to keep one another safe. 
 
We will continue our practice on the last Sunday of each month having the children in grades 3-5 remain in the service with 
their parent, if they so choose.  Sunday morning as the kids arrive, they are invited to take a brightly colored Worship Bag.  In it 
will be a theme-related kid’s bulletin, crayons or markers, and other activities.  Older kids may want to take a bulletin only, that 
is appropriate for 7-12-year-olds. 
 
One thing I have learned being with children is that one never knows what to expect!  Being FLEXIBLE is the key (not always 
easy, but very important!).  This Fall I am unsure how many kids will be participating in the Wor-SHIP.  We do know that one 
leader will gather the 2’s & 3’s and another leader will teach the older kids.  If we have a similar group of older kids as last 
year, we may be able to divide them into two age groups for the lesson/story time. This will allow the groups to be smaller and 
each group will have a differentiated lesson geared to their age and interest level. Linda Johnson will continue to share her 
musical talent and knowledge with all the kids.  She will plan music and provide opportunities for the children to play a variety 
of instruments, teach and sing song, and even fit a little “movement” into the morning!  If we end up with a different 
configuration of kids, we will be FLEXIBLE! 
 
We want to keep our children safe and accounted for!  Keeping this in mind, at the end of our worship time we (the children and 
I) will make our way to the front sanctuary doors, where parents/guardians can collect their child.  If you need to take your child 
before the service is over, please come to the playground to get them. 
                    Melissa Nelson 
 

September & October Youth Group Schedule: 
 

9:45 - 10:20 a.m.:  Confirmation for 6th – 8th graders 
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.:  Jr. High Youth Group for 6th – 8th graders 
4:30 – 6:00 p.m.:  Sr. High Youth Group for 9th - 12th graders 
 
All programing will be outside with students and leaders required to wear masks.  If we need to cancel because of weather, look 
for an email by 2 p.m. on Sunday. 
                    Joel Brand 
************************* 

Library Corner October, 2020 
Dear Friends, 
Many of you have been clearing out your book cases as one of the things to pass time during the pandemic.  The library 
welcomes new books but please be aware of the following: 

• We are primarily interested in NEW or CLASSIC literature. 
• Any books that are donated will be screened by the committee.  Those we are unable to use will not be returned, but 

passed on to other locations. 
Thanks so much for your continued support of the church library.  As soon as we can safely be back in the church, we welcome 
you to come browse. 
                    Judi Geake 

Confirmation Sunday 
Join us on October 4 at the 10:30 outdoor worship service as we celebrate the Confirmation of five of our young people. 

This service was postponed in May and we are happy that we can now recognize the students for their three years of hard work. 
The students are:  

Ryan Geake, Gwen Johnson, Amara Mohn, Madeleine Ryan, Jakob Werling 
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Ongoing Groups                   

Mission News and Opportunities 

Friendship Center/Greater Chicago Food Depository 
 

The Friendship Center is reaching out to all of its support churches to get the word out that they are still in need of volunteers to 
pack food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on their behalf.  The process is a little different than it has been in the past.  
Instead of having a slotted time for a group to go together, as we had been doing on the third Saturday of each month, you go to 
the GCFD website and choose a time to volunteer.  It is super easy and flexible with people’s schedules this way.  They require 
masks and practice social distancing so it is a safe environment in which to work.   
 
As a reminder about how it all works, our volunteers spending time packing food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on 
behalf of the Friendship Center gives the F.C. credits, which directly offset the cost of food that comes from the Food 
Depository.  Why not help out by gathering a few friends and volunteering a few hours of your time at the Food Depository. 
 
We will have an opportunity to hear first-hand about the Friendship Center soon.  Ross Outten, the Director of Development for 
the Friendship Center will be visiting with us at an outdoor service in October, bringing a word about things that are happening 
at the Friendship Center and letting us know what their current needs are. 

MEMOIR WRITING GROUP for Women AND Men   
(the men in our group encourage other men to join us!) 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, October 13th at 1:00 p.m.  Location will be 
announced, and may be last-minute … so please make sure you are on the memoir 
mailing list by e-mailing Judi Geake.  Visit for the first time without writing or 
dive right in!  Listening to each other’s stories prompts memories of our own.  
Prompt for this month … is there a person in your family who deserves their own 
story?  Crazy Uncle Ralph?  Sweet Aunt Suzie?  Great-Grandma Jane?  Daredevil 
cousin Danny?  Tell us about them.  As always, you may write about anything you 
want! 
 

NEXT CHAPTER – Note *new added “meeting  
Thursday, October 8th at 1:00 p.m. is our regular meeting.  Our 
speaker/program and location will be announced.  Next Chapter sends out its own 
Constant Contact Next Chapter News so make sure you are on the list to receive 
information about upcoming events by e-mailing Judi Geake.   
 
*new added meeting.  Our group has decided to add an extra zoom meeting each 
month for “Let’s Talk” … a chance to connect with each other informally.  The day 
and time will change each month in order to make sure everyone has a chance to 
attend.  The announcement will come through Constant Contact, as always, so if 
you know of someone who would like to join us, make sure that they are added to 
our list. 
 
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Men’s Fellowship continues to meet by zoom  at 8:30 a.m. the first three Saturdays 
of each month.  All men of the church are encouraged to participate. 

 

 

 
 
 

*************************** 
**Israel Trip**  The trip to Israel and Palestine, scheduled for October, has been 
rescheduled for March 15-24, 2021.  Spaces are available.  Please be in touch with 
Pastor Hawkinson for more details. 

******************************* 
We have the newest Covenant Home Altar (October, November, December) in the 
church office.  If you need one, please contact us and we will arrange to get it to 
you. 

Other Small Groups Forming 
Are you interested in being part of a 
small group this winter … either for 
Spiritual Direction (with three or four 
others), or for another group specific to 
your interest (such as reading & 
discussing spiritual literature, lunching 
with other church members, or even a 
zoom cocktail hour?).  Call or e-mail 
Judi Geake with your ideas! 

Covenant Companion –  
WCC participates in the every-member 
subscription plan for the Covenant 
Companion – the award-winning 
magazine of the denomination.  Please 
consider reimbursing the church for the 
$18 cost of your subscription. 
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,  

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 

We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

Retreat and learning opportunities - In person and remote 
 
Through Lumunos and our Covenant Camps we can pass along the following opportunities for the coming weeks: 
 
Covenant Point is offering Family Getaway Weekends and also Lodge Rental Options:   

• The Family Getaway Weekends are coming up on October 1-4 and 8-11.   
• There are also Lodge Rental Options available from October 13 through December 13.  Please check their website 

(www.cpbd.com/retreats) for more details about these activities. 

Covenant Harbor is offering a Family Getaway weekend and also a day of volunteering: 

• Renew, Recharge and Reconnect Family Getaway – the weekend of October 9-12 will be full of activities, meals, and 
time to connect with each other and nature.  Dr. Rema Johnson has spent time gathering medical professionals to share 
about the realities of COVID 19 and how it is shaping the world we live in.  Pastor Melissa Wall will be the weekend’s 
speaker, with messages to speak God’s truth, peace, and direction over your family. 

• believe.love.serve. is October 17.  Join us for our annual volunteer day and help transition the camp grounds for 
winter.  Work projects begin at 9 a.m. and conclude at 4 p.m.  We provide meals and snacks, and have overnight 
housing if needed.  Family friendly, all ages can participate.  Check www.covenantharbor.org for more information. 

Lumunos offers two opportunities for online gatherings: 

• PT for the Soul – one day meeting on Friday, October 2nd, 7:00-8:30 p.m. (Eastern Time), facilitated by Doug 
Wysockey-Johnson, giving Self-Care and Resiliency Tools. 

• Sacred Conversations – a six-part series on connecting our spiritual lives with our work in the world.  Tuesdays, 
October 6 – November 17, 7:00-8:00 p.m. (Easter Time), facilitated by Rev. Dale Davis.  Go to www.lumunos.org for 
more information about both of these opportunities and to register. 


