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No one big all-
church event to 

feature in 
October, but lots 

going on at 
church every 

day. 

 
 

November 3 

Harvest Dinner 
 

 

 

Hymnal 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  
(Psalm 98:1) 
 
How Long, O LORD?  Will you forget me forever? 
How long will you hide your face from me? (Psalm 131:1) 
 
My father died nine years ago.  It’s hard to comprehend.  He came to mind the 
other day when I came across one of the many treasures he left behind.  The file 
folder tab says “Favorite Hymns” in his familiar writing:  inside are 9 pages, 
simply listing 264 hymns.  264 favorite hymns! 
 
It must be no surprise, then, that when asked about devotional resources, his 
common reply was that the hymnal belongs with your Bible at your bedside table.  
He’d talk about how the hymnal contains the best of the Church’s theology and 
prayers from throughout history, and he’d prove it by asking someone how they 
were feeling and would want to express themselves to God – whether full of joy or 
sorrow, content or restless, anxious or at peace.  Then, knowing the hymnal from 
memory because it was such a dear friend and companion, he would take that 
person to hymns that might give words to their reality.  He’d sing, inviting them to 
sing along. 
 
It would behoove us to reflect on the treasure we hold in our hands when we sing 
on Sunday mornings, and consider getting it into our hands on the days in between 
– even in a time when much of hymnody is what the Church is leaving behind.  It 
contains old hymns and new ones too, with rich prayers and theology and melodies 
to help our spirits, wherever they are, to open up and sing. 
 
And this is a powerful experience.  Just last Sunday I saw tears flowing down 
some of our faces when we sang  -  
“Day by day, and with each passing moment, strength I find to meet my trials 
here.”  A widower fresh to the experience, a parent worried about a child’s health, 
one of us searching for labor, grandparents sorrowing over sudden miscarriage 
news from their kids – all sang honestly and bravely with faith, grieving and 
holding onto God’s presence and promises – 
“Every day the LORD himself is near me, with a special mercy for each 
hour.” 
 
That’s gospel.  Remember, dear friends, that our worship is meant for everyday, 
our singing for every time and experience.   So try it – get hold of a hymnal, and 
read/sing/pray through it, at home, every day! 
 
“One by one, the days and moments fleeting, till I reach the promised land.”  
(Hymn 435, Lina Sandell) 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School 2019-20:  “As the Good Book Says” 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105 

 
As Covenanters, we affirm that the Bible is “the Word of God, the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine, and conduct.”  Our 
ancestors in the faith were known for asking, “Where is it written?” whenever they were faced with a question of scriptural 
interpretation.  Yet, while we love and respect scripture, there is much in it that we struggle with and don’t understand.  How do 
we read the Bible?  How do we interpret some of its most difficult and challenging passages?  What role does it play in our 
lives? 

 

We are off to a great start already with our video series hosted by Peter Enns, “The Bible Tells Me So:  Why Defending 
Scripture Has Made Us Unable To Read It.”  Join us as we continue our study, asking hard questions of scripture and 
examining new ways we might relate to it.  This is a great study to jump into at any point, and still get something very 
meaningful out of it.  Each session contains video presentation, large group discussion and small group conversation. 
 
October 6th  - Why Doesn’t God Make Up His Mind? 
October 13th  - Jesus Is Bigger Than The Bible 
October 20th  - No One Saw This Coming 
October 27th  - The Bible, Just As It Is 
 
************************* 
New Six Week Sunday School Book Study Beginning October 13 - Shades of Light is a new work of 
fiction by Sharon Garlough Brown, author of the Sensible Shoes series.  This book has a very different focus.  The story 
involves a family navigating, together, an adult daughter’s deep depression.  For the first session, please have read the 
prologue and 1st five chapters (to page 50).  If you did not order the book, the library still has two copies available.  The class 
will meet Oct. 13, 20 & 28 and Nov. 10, 17 & 24 in the Library.  The discussion will be facilitated by Judi Geake. 
 
“For anyone who has faced the darkness of depression or walked that road with a loved one, this is a beautiful, much-needed 
Christian vision,” says Sarah Arthur, author of A Light So Lovely; The Spiritual Legacy of Madeleine L’Engle. 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 

Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  
Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor) 

2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room 101 (first floor) 
4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 

Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5, in various locations (see details below) 
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 

Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room and Library (details below) 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
New curriculum for 2019-2020 – Justice Journey for Kids 
 
With the belief that children are fully a part of the body of Christ, and in the 
hope that the next generation will celebrate the diversity of God's Kingdom 
and be empowered by the Spirit and the love of Christ to overcome the 
injustice inherent in a broken world. The ECC's Make and Deepen Disciples 
and Love Mercy Do Justice partnered to develop this resource. 

Second Module –  
God of Justice  –  
October 6th, 13th & 20th  
 
Session 1:  Injustice 
Session 2:  God’s Shalom 
Session 3:  How Sin Keeps Us from Loving  

Our Neighbors and Hurts our 
World  
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Hello there!  I am excited and looking forward to gathering together each 

Wednesday night for REFUEL - Varoom! Varoom! 
 

This year our theme is - 

BEE Aware   BEE Active     BEE Kind  

As Christians we are to be imitators of God and have compassion for one another.  
Try putting yourself in someone else’s shoes. From Scripture we see the great empathy Jesus  

showed for the sick, the blind, the deaf, and more. Throughout Scripture we are taught 
 to humble ourselves and look at the interests of others. 

The world is changing.  It feels very complicated.  How are we preparing our children and ourselves for 
these changes?  The skill of empathy, as Jesus so obviously demonstrated and God demands of us, is 

more important now than ever.  We as a community of believers must know, understand and practice the 
skill of empathy and kindness: demonstrating our faithfulness to God.  My hope is that we will together 

become more aware of and more active in showing empathy and kindness. As adults we are called to 
be examples to those younger, whether we like it or not!  I want this year to be a time of learning and 

helping to shape our community where problems (individual, family, church, world) are not larger than we 
are and can be done by: 

“…believ(ing) the best about each other, valuing others above ourselves as Christ does.” 
(From WCC Faith Statement) 

 
We will have activities for all ages, a yummy meal together and of course  

EWE6 will be there to lead in singing! 
Come and participate in REFUEL! 

 

Weekly schedule as follows: 
5:30    Dinner – eat a yummy meal and enjoy time with family and friends. 
6:00    “Seeing and Bee-ing” time. (Adults and toddlers remain at dinner) 

Kids 4-12 (older are certainly welcome) When finished eating will gather to hear about the evening     
story and help to prepare for worship through art work, skits, songs, and story-telling. This is YOUR    
opportunity to be part of the show! 

6:30   REFUEL -  “BEE AWARE” 
   Singing and Worship 
7:00    Age 4 – 5th Grade – Art and gym   
    Discipleship – Pastor Joel (6th – 12th Grade) 
     Bible Study with Pastor Hawk, discussing the scripture passages for the coming Sunday. 
    Adult Small group – Pastor Jen (details below) 
7:40    Buzz Home! 

Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m.:  Adult Small Group Study  
Has your faith and relationship to God evolved over time?  Do you sometimes feel like you have more questions than 
certainty?  Do you struggle to know where doubt fits into the life of faith? 
 
Join Pastor Jen on Wednesday evenings for an open conversation based on Rachel Held Evans’ book Faith Unraveled 
(previously published as Evolving in Monkey Town).   Copies are available through the church, if you are interested, or you 
can order one from Amazon.  You can read along, or just show up!  Prereading is not required; all are welcome. 
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Trustee Notes 
 
“But the king (David) replied to Araunah, ‘No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt 
offerings that cost me nothing’…Then the Lord answered his prayer in behalf of the land.”  
(II Samuel 24:24, 25b) 
 
“’Go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven’…he went away sad, because he 
had great wealth…’With man, this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’’’  
(Matthew 19: 21-26) 
 
David insisted on paying all the costs for the sacrifice so that it would be acceptable to God. The rich man was saddened at the 
prospect of selling what he had and giving the proceeds to the poor in order to obtain salvation. This week in the news, we were 
challenged to think about what we need to give up in order to save the planet in the face of climate change. I’m faced daily with 
what I need to give up in order to maintain a healthy body. What does God ask of us? He asks us to give up what we cannot 
possibly keep in exchange for what no one can take away. He asks us to remember that what costs nothing, returns nothing but 
that sacrifice returns abundantly more than we can imagine. What we sacrifice for God, he will return with blessings 
overflowing. 
 
What does this mean for us as individuals and as members of Winnetka Covenant Church as we face the end of 2019 and plan 
for 2020? Let God show us the way! 
 
We have budgeted expenses of $335,000 for the last four months of the year. Adding the current shortfall of $47,000, we need 
to receive $382,000 by the end of the year in order to break even. But do we just want to break even? The Trustees are bidding 
services and watching expenses diligently. Pray about what you can sacrifice in order for our church to be blessed to 
overflowing by God for his kingdom – not just this year, but for years to come. 
 
(with thanks to Pastor Tim Dixon, Grace Christian Fellowship, Huntington WV) 

                   Julie Bromley, Trustee Chair 

Mission Opportunities 

A Just Harvest – October 3rd and 17th, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to 
join the cooking crew.  On the 17th we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food.  Leave from church at about 
4:30 and return about 7:00.  Contact Linnea Johnson to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Cornerstone Service Opportunity: Saturday, October 5th - Wanna have some fun serving and eating 
lunch with our friends at Cornerstone Community Outreach in Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood? The WCC Missions 
Committee is seeking 8 individuals. We will depart church at 9:45a.m. and return by 2:00p.m. RSVP to Cam Johnson. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository - October 19th from 8:30-11:15 a.m.  Please help with this 
meaningful and rewarding ministry of repacking donated food. Everyone 14 and older is welcome. Afterwards, all volunteers 
are invited to a special cookout lunch at Marcia & Rafael's. Please register by October 15th with Rachel Rescorl or Debbie 
O'Donovan.  Next month's date is November 16th. 
 
Family Promise – 2 opportunities 

• Tracy (Executive Director of FP) will be facilitating two volunteer training sessions for anyone who needs training on 
the Family Promise program and what hosting and volunteering entails. The two sessions are:  Thursday, October 3 at 
10 a.m. at Grace Lutheran (1430 South Blvd, Evanston) and Monday, October 7 at 7 p.m. at Christ Church of 
Winnetka (784 Sheridan Rd., Winnetka).  If anyone is interested, please let Joan Wallgren know. 

• Saturday, October 19, 7:00 p.m. – Dessert & Wine Buffet with Family Friendly Cabaret Show.  All are invited to 
come (and bring friends) to St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church, Wilmette, for an evening of fun, food, and fellowship 
featuring AOK (Acts of Kindness) Cabaret in “You Can’t Be Serious!”  Proceeds will support Family Promise Chicago 
North Shore.  For tickets go to eventbrite.com. 
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Library Corner 
• While the library is being reorganized and updated, it is still open for business! The first shelves as you enter the library 

will highlight several books for your consideration as well as checkout procedures.  
• There is also a box for recent Christian Literature donations.  Any books not used in our library will be donated to other 

libraries or recycled.  
• Each month we will review three or four books.  We also have several new books that need reviewing, for which we 

are seeking ‘guest reviewers’ See Judi Geake if you are interested.   
 
How The Bible Actually Works*  
*In Which I Explain How an Ancient, Ambiguous, and Diverse Book Leads Us to Wisdom Rather That Answers – and 
Why That’s Great News by Peter Enns (Our Sunday School on-screen speaker) The title says it all.  
 

A Lens of Love; Reading the BIBLE in its WORLD for Our WORLD by Jonathan L. Walton 
Like the work above by Peter Enns, this book offers the reader a means of engaging their questions, doubts, and assumptions 
while being reminded of God’s truth, grace and love. 
 
33 weeks of ordinary; finding the extra in the ordinary by our own Brian T. Madvig 
“Here are thirty-three stories about growing up, being a parent, losing loved ones, questioning what you believe, finding 
yourself anew – the commonplace and wondrous moments of life. “ 

************************* 
Winnetka Covenant Church library copy:  Book of Remembrance for Marti Crow 
Marti Crow was a long-time member of Winnetka Covenant Church who died August 31, 2017 of an autoimmune disease:  
polymyalgia, which causes systemic pain throughout the whole body.  On the occasion of a practice room dedication in her 
memory on February 7, 2019, the Wheaton College Music Conservatory composed a Remembrance Album to document her life 
story, especially in music composition.  A copy of this album will be kept in Room 360 at the new Music Conservatory and in 
the Winnetka Covenant Church library for those who are interested. 
 

Memoir Writing Group for Women AND Men 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, October 8 at 1:00p.m. in the library.  Topic prompt: Anything related to Fall, Harvest 
Time, Halloween, Naturally, you are always welcome to write about anything you want! Why not give this group a try? Visit 
for the first time without writing. Just listen to our stories! We think you’ll want to contribute yours the following month.  
Questions? Contact Judi Geake.  

 

New Narthex Art Display Coming Soon 

We welcome the Artwork and Poetry of Chicago guest, Sarah Suzanne Noble, which will be on display through November in 
our narthex.  Many of the poems are from her recently published book, “I CRY UNTO YOU, O LORD : poems of lament.” 
(Cladach Publishing) 

May this display speak to our hearts and minds.  You may read more information on the poster outside our library. 

 

 

Men’s Fellowship  
All men of the church are encouraged to be a part of men’s fellowship, which meets the first three Saturday mornings of each 
month at 8:30 a.m.  The men of the group take turns leading the discussion on a topic of each leader’s choosing. 
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.  They all 
welcome new participants at any time. 
 
Friendship Circle – We meet at 11:30a.m. on the second Thursday of 
the month for lunch at the Bistro at Covenant Living of Northbrook and 
stay for a time of fellowship.  Although we meet at Covenant Living, all 
senior women are encouraged to join us.  You need not be a  resident 
there.  In October the date is the 10th.  Contact Gladys Johnson. 
 
Next Chapter News - It is GAME MONTH! 
Join the Next Chapter group Thursday, October 10th at 1:00p.m. in 
the upper room. We will begin with a light dessert, and then play 
BINGO for fabulous prizes. (Honestly, some will be fabulous…others, 
well…) We will have plenty of time to talk while we play, but I 
guarantee the laughter will outweigh the conversation! You are welcome 
to bring an unwrapped ‘white elephant’  or ‘fabulous find’ for the prize 
table, although there will be plenty without yours! One rule. Winners 
MUST take their prizes home! 
 
HEADS-UP FOR NOVEMBER: Our speaker will discuss the latest 
medical news about supplements…both the research that says they are a 
waste of money and the research explaining	  which supplements are 
necessary given our food sources today.  
 
Next Chapter welcomes any woman who has the time and the desire to 
make new friends or is entering a new chapter of life.  E-mail Judi Geake 
to receive Next Chapter News.  

Women’s Ministries 

 
Stitch and Study – Stitch and Study, 
combining prayer, conversation, and 
craft/needlework projects, meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home 
of Marilynn Nelson.   New participants are 
always welcome to come with or without a 
project.  In October we meet on the 8th (note 
change of date). 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study –– TIME 
CHANGE!  Class will begin from now on at 
10:00 each Tuesday morning.  You may still 
come early and enjoy your second cup of 
coffee! Join us in our 11-week study of the 
books of Colossians and Philemon.  Our 
contemporary experiences of diverse and often 
confusing religious and theological views are 
not unlike those of first century Christians in 
the church at Colossae.  We will examine the 
lure of today’s popular religions, gurus, and 
cultists along with Paul’s timely message of 
the sufficiency of the Living Christ.  We meet 
weekly at 10:00 a.m. at Church.  Fellowship 
enriches our mornings!  Study guides will be 
available.  Questions:  Contact Joann Larson.  
 

Bridal Shower 
Please put Tuesday, October 15th at 7:00 p.m. on your calendars for a bridal shower for Liana Geneitis and Dimitri German. 

Showers are a way for the women of the congregation to show love and support to young couples as they prepare for marriage. 
If you would like to be included in a group gift, please contact Joan Wallgren. 

Youth News 
 
Jr. High Fall Retreat at Covenant Point, October 11th-14th: The deadline for registration has already passed, but if 
you could pray for our wonderful students and leaders during this weekend that would be great!  Pray for safety, fun and time to 
connect to God & each other, while unplugging from technology and the daily rhythms of our lives. 
 
Sr. High Invite High League, Food Roulette: October 20th, 6:15 - 8:30 p.m. 
There will be a roulette wheel with different money amounts ($20, $40 & $20.) Teams will be assigned a portion of the meal 
(appetizers, entree or dessert) and spin the wheel to see how much their budget is for their particular portion… so we might end 
up having the most money for desserts, and the least for entrees (hopefully not)!  And then groups will go get the food & come 
back to church to eat!   

2020 Women’s Retreat – the 2020 Women’s Retreat is scheduled for the weekend of February 7-9 at Covenant 
Harbor.  Judi Geake will be our speaker and the theme will be “Finding Yourself in God’s Story & Sharing Your Story with 
Others.”  Registration will begin following worship on the Sundays of October 20th & 27th and November 3rd.  The retreat is 
always a good way to make new connections with the women of the church in an informal setting. 
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Mailbox 
 I would like to thank all who helped with the 
reception after Eleanor’s memorial service –especially the 
choir and the diaconate.  It provided a wonderful time of 
fellowship when it was really needed – the fellowship 
which our church is known for.  It was a bright spot of 
Christian cheer in a time of confusion and loss.  And that 
same fellowship is helping me as I explore a strange 
country.  

I’m sorry this thank you is so tardy, but I’m not 
hitting on all eight yet.  I’m trying and you’re helping. 

 

       Peter Milbratz 
 
 
Last month as I visited my brother Carlos I witnessed 

the power of healing through prayer.  Although Carlos is 
and will continue in home hospice, he shows improvement 
in his level of comfort and peace with his situation.  Thank 
you for your prayers. 

       Rafael Jimenez 

A community trip to Israel and Palestine will take 
place October 13 – 22, 2020.  Join Pastor Hawkinson 
for this holy time of pilgrimage and learning together.  
Brochures are available, and information can be found on 
the church website.  Details about this exciting opportunity 
will be unfolding.  Please be in touch with Pastor 
Hawkinson with further questions or to register your 
interest.  Welcome! 

The Winnetka Church Family, 
 Thank you so much for the many expressions of 
sympathy to our family on Paul’s death.  Very special thank 
you to Peter and Jen, who spent hours with us at the 
hospital the night he died.  Our church was so important to 
Paul, as it is to the rest of us. 
       Blessings, 
       Mary Nilsen and family 
 
 
 I would like to thank everyone who has been praying 
for and helping our family as I underwent spinal surgery 
and have been recovering.  Whether it was bringing food 
for our family, writing an uplifting note, or helping take 
care of our kids, I have felt so much comfort in the care that 
our church family has provided.  

I have to admit that sometimes I get hung up on not 
understanding why God would let me suffer the pain that I 
have experienced.  But then I think about the times when a 
friend surprised me with a Chai Tea Latte or DQ ice cream 
on a day I couldn’t get anything else down … or the days I 
felt so alone but then a friend stopped by just to chat and 
check in on me.  And now I realize that I was never alone 
through all of this.  The comfort of Christ came through you 
– you all have really been the hands and feet of Jesus in my 
life and I thank you! 
 

        With love, 
        Jennifer Zitzner 

Family News 
Congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Julie and Tom Haley, on the birth of Frederick 
Walter Haley.  He was born September 13th, 
weighing 8 lb., 13 oz.  Julie is the daughter of Jon 
and Krissie Heintzelman, who are the proud 
grandparents. 

• Tori and Manuel Horta, on the birth of Alexander 
Magnus Horta, on September 20th.  He was 7 lb., 14 
oz. and 20.5 inches.  He joins Niko and Genevieve at 
home and Jim and Patsy Carlson are the happy 
grandparents. 

WCC Welcomes New Members! 

A group of those wishing to become members of 
Winnetka Covenant Church is being formed.  If you are 
interested in taking this step of faith and commitment to 
the Church, please contact Pastor Hawkinson, who can 
answer your questions and help you through the process. 

CSO Concert Opportunity 
We were asked by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra if they 
could use our parking lot as a gathering spot for concert 
attenders who take a bus downtown for Friday afternoon 
concerts.  In return for this the church is being given two 
tickets for each of those concerts.  We will make these 
tickets available to any of our members who would like 
attend a concert, on a first-come, first-served basis.  The 
dates of the concerts for this fall are: 
     October 11th and 18th 
     November 1st 
     December 6th, 13th, 20th  
These are all Friday afternoon concerts and the tickets are 
free – however, if someone would like to also take the bus 
the cost for that would be $30 per person. 
 
If you are interested in a pair of tickets, please call the 
church office.  There will be additional dates in 2020. 

Covenant Point Christmas Camp 
Registration is open for Christmas Camp at Covenant Point, 
December 27-January 1.  This is a camp for all families, 
friends, and individuals.  For more information or to register 
go to www.cpbc.com/christmascamp. 
 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                   

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 

 

Service Opportunities 
 
believe.love.serve – at Covenant Harbor, Saturday, October 12th, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Every fall Covenant Harbor sets aside a Saturday for believe.love.serve.  This is a day dedicated to preparing our buildings and 
grounds for the winter season.  With help from volunteers who believe in our ministry, love Covenant Harbor, and serve 
generously by sharing their time and skills, we are able to complete a lengthy list of projects over the course of the day.  Join the 
Covenant Harbor community as we clean and transition camp!  Details are found on the Covenant Harbor website 
www.covenantharbor.org or contact Brad Augustson, volunteer coordinator at baugustson@covenantharbor.org.   
 
Recycle, reuse, donate – caring for our world and our neighbors – we have several ongoing 
opportunities for donations and recycling.   

• Non-perishable food items are collected for the North Park Friendship Center food pantry.  They may be left in the 
basket by the mission display. 

• Clothes and household items are collected for Jesus People to sell in their thrift shop or use in their ministries.  These 
items can be left in the bin in the closet by the double doors of the fellowship hall. 

• Used glasses are collected in a basket on the mission display table.  They are reworked/refurbished as needed and given 
to people around the world who otherwise have no access to glasses. 

• Used toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes (with every drop squeezed out of them), and tooth-related packaging are collected 
in a box by the mission display area.  They are sent to an organization which recycles them responsibly.  This summer 
over four pounds were sent off for recycling.  Admittedly, it’s a drop in the bucket, but it’s an easy thing to do and 
means that much didn’t go into a landfill.  

  


