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Thanks! 
 

 
“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
And his faithfulness to all generations.” (Psalm 100:4-5) 
 
Among the many of my dad’s poems, there’s one that sits on our fireplace mantle.  It 
goes like this: 
 
Our inheritance flows 
Like a fresh, clean stream 
From the heart of God. 
Who knows where it begins 
Or finally ends 
In oceans of time? 
Whatever we may say is inadequate to trace it clearly – 
Except that God once gave and is still giving 
Out of love for us. 
We are never worthy to receive or give 
The fruits of his grace 
All that fits properly 
Is thanks to him, 
“Thanks for everything!” 
May we all be swept up 
With gratitude, and love for the giver. 
 
He wrote it on the anniversary of his mother, my grandmother Lydia’s death.  In May 
of 1986 she was receiving hospice care at Swedish Covenant hospital, and as her time 
was drawing near, my father, and my cousin Tim stood at her side, holding her hands.  
Her breathing shallow and spaced, my dad remembered years later what a sacred 
moment it was; he was then the age I am now.  Dad recalled laughing about the stupid 
stories, remembering family life through the depression and World War II.  They 
expressed their gratitude for her faithful love through life, and at that she labored a 
heavy smile, eyes closed.  Finally, my father asked, ”Mother, what would you like to 
say that we might always remember?”  And after a bit, a broad smile came, and 
labored, she said her final words: “THANKS FOR EVERYTHING!” and then she 
died.  Hence the poem, which says “All that fits is thanks to God, Thanks for 
everything!  May we all be swept up with gratitude and love for the Giver.” 
 
In this month as we count our many blessings and give thanks, and consider our 
Stewardship plans for the coming year, may we find un-numbered reasons to say to 
God and to one another, “Thanks for everything!” 
 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School: Where Are We Now? 
Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. in the Upper Room  

 
Join us this month as we wrap up our series reflecting on the past pandemic year.  Each week, we will examine either a specific 
challenge of COVID time, or discuss a spiritual practice that helps us live through and with these challenges.  All are welcome! 

• November 7th – No class in light of the Quarterly Business Meeting (after worship)  
• November 14th – Spiritual Practices of Generosity and Giving 
• November 21st – Dealing with Anger 
• November 28th – Spiritual Practices of Gratitude 

 
 
 

 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 

Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.  

Rotation Sunday School for kids in grades 1-5  
 
Kids experience a different workshop each week to explore the Bible 
Story in different ways.  Examples include drama, art, games, 
puppets, science, etc. 
 

Month of November – 
For the month of November Sunday School will look 
a little different.  This year the children will expand 
their participation in the Lucia program in place of a 
separate Christmas program.  For the four Sundays 
in November children will go to the choir room at 
9:30 and work with Dimitri on music until 10:00.   
 
Following the rehearsal, they will gather with a 
teacher for a storytime, featuring either an Advent-
or-Christmas-themed story each week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Small Group 
Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. 

Let’s Keep Talking about Race 
Our small group conversations will continue this year, aimed at increasing our understanding of race and racism, and 
considering ways we can interrupt the legacy of prejudice in our lives.  Our study will utilize Emmanuel Acho’s book 
Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man.  Feel free to purchase the book if you would like further reading, but it is not 
required to participate.  All are welcome! 
 

• November 3rd – No small group; please join WCC for an evening of discernment at 6:30 p.m. 
• November 10th – Cultural Appropriation (Acho ch. 4) 
• November 17th – Systemic and Reverse Racism (Acho ch. 7 and 8) 
• November 24th – No Refuel tonight; Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Hello and ahoy from the WOR - SHIP  

and let’s get ready to REFUEL on Wednesdays! 
We are now in the midst of what I think, is Chicago’s most beautiful time of the year! The Autumn smell, warm afternoons and 
cool evenings, and the amazing colors! Come and join us!  We are excited to be seeing kids (age 4 years–5th grade) once again 
in the Wor-SHIP.  As the warm weather is now winding down, we meet upstairs in the SHIP during our time together on 
Sunday mornings.  If you are an alum of the SHIP and would like to participate or assist in any way, please let me know.  We 
are always looking for another swabby!  
 
What is the difference between a raccoon and a bullfrog? Or…what is the same? How are you like a Blue Whale? Well, get all 
your furry, feathered and scale-y friends together as we continue our journey into the animal kingdom on Wednesday nights at 
REFUEL! We gather on Wednesdays to answer these and many other questions. Animals each have a special way of 
participating and being a part of “God’s choir”. Thru songs, games, art and prayer we will learn and worship while we refuel 
ourselves for the upcoming week. This year we are looking at God’s Choir as our theme. There is a wonderful song that we 
have sung together that tells this story. I am so excited to see everyone again.   
 
November schedule: 
November 3rd:  regular REFUEL activities for kids (see below for adult activity) 
November 10th:  regular REFUEL activities for all 
November 17th:  regular REFUEL activities for all 
November 24th:  no REFUEL – Happy Thanksgiving! 

Later Alligator! 
Bye Bye Butterfly! 

In A While Crocodile! 
See ya soon, you silly baboon!  

Ms. Mel 

Youth News 
 

Fall Schedule for Youth Groups:  
November 7th, 21st, & 28th - 4:30-6:00 p.m., Junior High (6th – 8th grades); 6:30-8:00 p.m., Senior High (9th – 12th grades) 
November 14th – 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. - special event (details below)* 
 

Youth group is officially back for the school year.  Come see your friends and invite new ones to join us for games, snacks, 
small groups and lessons every Sunday night here at church.  
 
* Winnetka Covenant Church is co-hosting with Exodus World Service an interactive simulation event for Middle 
School and High School students called "Fleeing for Your Life." Students will take on the roles of refugees forced to 
flee their homeland, making tough decisions along the way. Facilitated live at WCC, this immersive experience 
engages participants through videos, breakout rooms, compelling true stories, and discussion questions as we 
follow in the steps of a refugee. To RSVP, please sign up each participant via this form: 
https://forms.gle/g3b1RA9334v9oTcS6  Questions, email: wincovyoumin@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

Congregational Discernment Sessions 

On the first Wednesday of each month this fall we are having congregational discernment sessions in the sanctuary.  This is 
giving everybody an opportunity to discuss matters of importance to Winnetka Covenant Church.  The first session, on 
September 8th, was a discernment session, where Pete was able to tell us about his background and how he has come to the place 
where he is right now.  That session was recorded and is on the web site.  To find it, go to the home page click on media, then on 
sermons.  If you were unable to be with us that evening you are encouraged to take a look. 
 
On October 6th the session was an open forum discussion with Pete and on November 3 the discussion continues.  Pete will not 
be with us for this session.  Please plan to join us.  The sessions will follow our regular Wednesday Refuel dinner together.  
Children’s activities will go on during the discussion. 
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Women’s Ministries 
Next Chapter 
Our next meeting will be Thursday, November 11th . 
Please join us in the narthex with Speaker Judi Geake, 
who will talk about the three most important lessons 
she’s learned in life…with show and tell…after which 
we will have conversation around the table. All are 
welcome. If you’d like to be on the reminder list, e-
mail Judi Geake. 
 
NEXT CHAPTER DECEMBER CHRISTMAS 
TEA will be at the home of Judi Geake. It will be a 
drop-in …stay as little or as long as you’d like.  
2-5p.m., Thursday, December 9th.  
 

Women’s Bible Study  
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.  in the Upper Room  
Join us as we continue to study the book of Joshua 
together.  Copies of our study are available through the 
church office for $10.  Come at 9:45 for coffee and 
fellowship; our study begins at 10.  All women of the 
church are welcome for this time of study and fellowship 
together.  Contact Pastor Jen with any questions. 
 

• November 2nd – Joshua 7:1-8:35 
• November 9th – Joshua 9:1-12:24 
• November 16th – Joshua 13:1-19:51 
• November 23rd – Bible Study will not meet; 

Happy Thanksgiving. 
• November 30th – Joshua 20:1-21:45 

 
 

 
 
 

Lucia Celebration – December 4th, 10:00 a.m. 
We are happy to announce that, after a year’s absence, we will resume our Lucia celebration again this year, minus the 
breakfast.  On December 4th, at 10:00 a.m. the program will be in the sanctuary, followed by a small boutique, including 
bakery, deli, Swedish gifts, and vendors.  Another change for this year is that the Lucia will be combined with the children’s 
Sunday School Christmas program so our children will be learning the Swedish songs traditionally sung at Lucia.  This event 
will be free, with no advanced reservations needed. 

If you or someone you know would like to participate in the boutique as a vendor, please contact Jane Rivi or Jen Brunzell.  
Also, we won’t be needing spritz and pepparkakor for a breakfast this year but we would still like some to sell in the bakery 
section of the boutique.  If you would like to bake cookies for the sale, there are clean cookie tins and the pepparkakor and 
spritz recipes available in the kitchen throughout November.  We would need the cookies at church by December 2nd.  Of 
course we would also welcome any other cookies or baked goods you would like to make and contribute.  If you would like to 
volunteer to help in either the bakery or deli, either setting up on Friday, December 3rd or on the morning of the sale please 
contact Jane or Jen about that also. 

We look forward to a fun morning. 

 

Men’s Fellowship - 
All men of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of men’s fellowship, which meets at 8:30 the first three Saturday 
mornings of each month.  We are now meeting at church in the prayer room.  Contact:  Kurt Kovacic. 
 

Memoir Writing Group for Women AND Men is meeting again in the library.   

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, November 9th at 1:00pm. This month’s  Prompt: A Memorable Thanksgiving… or 
Thanksgiving Traditions. Did you spend Thanksgiving in an unusual place? Do you always head downtown the day after 
Thanksgiving and fight the post-Thanksgiving crowds? Was there a Thanksgiving parade in your past? As always, write 
whatever you want. Contact Judi Geake to be on the reminder list.  
Visit for the first time without writing or dive right in! Listening to each other’s stories prompts memories of our own.   
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Address Changes   
   

Sunday Worship  Services
              We welcome all to our worship services, at 10:30 a.m. each 

week. 

Due to the Illinois Covid restrictions, masks will be required 
for all indoor services and activities for everyone age 2 and 
older. 

Congregational Business Meeting 

Our fall congregational business meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, November 7, following the morning worship service. 

 

Library Corner 
Welcome back to the library! It is wonderful to see how 
many families are taking advantage of the puzzles in the 
library. They don’t need to be checked out…just bring them 
back so others can enjoy them! With the cold weather 
approaching, we will keep the puzzles going throughout the 
winter. We also accept donations…particularly in the 300 
piece category, or 1-200 piece appropriate for children.  Email 
Judi Geake with questions. 
 
While you are looking at puzzles, be sure to check out the 
shelves nearest the door for books of current interest. We 
have some great reads ready to be checked out.  
 
  

Reading Together on Zoom.   
Want to study the scripture together with other friends?   
Then join us Thursday evenings at 6:30 on Zoom as we read  
and discuss the biblical texts for the upcoming Sunday.   
Welcome!  Link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 
 

 
      
 
 
 
 

There are no address changes this month.  A new directory 
was just printed and is available in the narthex.  If you 
would like one mailed to you, please let the office know. 

Welcome!! 
We welcome Peter Strom to our staff as our new full-time 
facilities manager.  Peter is the son of our former facilities 
manager, Bruce Strom, and worked with his dad on a part-
time basis for a few years.  It’s an advantage to have 
someone who is already familiar with our building to join us 
in this capacity.  Be sure to greet him or introduce yourself 
when you see him. 
 
 

Camp News 
Lots of news and updates from both of our conference 
camps, Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point. 

• Both camps are receiving applications  for summer 
staff and work crew positions for summer of 2022 

• Covenant Harbor is offering a staff referral bonus.  If 
you refer someone who is hired as a member of the 
summer staff you will receive $250 off your 
camper’s summer registration for day or overnight 
camp. 

• Summer camp registration opens at Covenant Point 
on November 15 at 7 a.m.  Registration will open at 
Covenant Harbor soon (check the website for 
timing). 

• Christmas camp is scheduled at Covenant Point for 
December 27 – January 1.  This retreat is a week 
spent continuing the Christmas celebration in 
community with a backdrop of the serene beauty of 
the Upper Peninsula winter.  Registration is open. 

• More information on the camp websites: 
o www.covenantharbor.org  
o www.cpbc.com 

 

 
    CSO Tickets 

Once again this fall, as life returns to semi-normal, we have been asked by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra if our parking lot can 
be a gathering place for patrons who take a bus together to the concerts on Friday afternoons.  As a thank you to the church, they 
provide two tickets for the concert, along with space on the bus if you would like. 
 
The schedule is: 
November 5th – Mozart Jupiter and Bruch 
November 12th – Dvorak 6 
November 19th – Guerraro conducts Piazolla and Beethoven 
December 17th – Handel’s Messiah 
 
The concerts are all at 1:30 p.m.  These tickets will be available on a first-come, first-served basis.  Please call the church office if 
you are interested and to get details on the timing of the bus. 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith, 
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.           

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

Mission News & Opportunities 
 

Please consider a special Thanksgiving donation to The Friendship Center.  The community’s top needs are: 
 

• Diapers (sizes 1-3) 
• Baby Wipes 
• Feminine Hygiene Products (smaller packages, i.e. 20 count) 
• Canned Tuna or Salmon 
• Paper Shopping Bags with handles 
• Bread 

 
Please drop off donations to the church office or to Debbie O’Donovan.  Also, you can order on-line at Amazon Smile 
(designate WCC as beneficiary) and have the items sent directly to Debbie.  
 
Thank you and I hope you have a blessed Thanksgiving.              
                     Debbie O’Donovan 

Food/Toy Drive 
 

Edgebrook Covenant Church (Chicago) is hosting a "drive by food and new toy drive" to benefit the Fed With Grace 
food pantry, a ministry of Grace Covenant Church (Chicago). The drive by is on Saturday, November 6, from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at  Edgebrook Covenant Church, 6355 N. Spokane Ave., in Chicago.  Please bring your donations of food or new 
toys (in original packaging) to Edgebrook Covenant Church during those hours.  A volunteer will receive your 
donations from your car and see that they are brought to the Fed With Grace Pantry at Grace Covenant Church. 
 
If you'd like to support this ministry effort but are unable to participate that day you can make a financial contribution by 
sending a check made out to:  Edgebrook Covenant Church and sending it to the address listed above. In the memo section of 
your check, please print FWG. Your donation will be used to purchase food and / or toy donations for the Fed With Grace 
ministry. Thank you in advance for your support and prayers of this ministry!    
     

Greg Mesimore, Pastor Edgebrook Covenant Church and Amanda Olson, Pastor Grace Covenant Church 
 

  


