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Mark your 
calendars! 

 

November 3 

Harvest Dinner 
 

November 26 

Interfaith 
Thanksgiving 

Service 

 

 
 

Contentment 
 
A Song of Ascents. Of David.  
 
O LORD, my heart is not lifted up, my eyes are not raised too high; 
I do not occupy myself with things too great and too marvelous for me. 
But I have calmed and quieted my soul, 
like a weaned child with its mother; my soul is like the weaned child that is 
with me. 
O Israel, hope in the LORD from this time on and forevermore.  
(Psalm 131) 
 
This psalm has become a favorite of mine for a few reasons.  
 
First, it’s short and sweet, like most of the “Psalms of Ascent” (120-134) that 
ancient Israel would sing on the road to Jerusalem when festival times were nigh. 
There’s no way to Jerusalem except up! It’s short and sweet, easy to memorize 
and say or sing repeatedly. That’s good for the soul.  
 
Second, there’s a delicious invitation to let go for a moment of those things out of 
my control: the great mysteries of life, the anxieties of unresolved situations, 
whatever it is that likes to keep me up at night. That’s an invitation I need to 
engage every day! 
 
Third, there’s an image put to soul possibilities. And it’s something I see every day! 
A little child in its mother or father’s arms, having let go, exhausted, sound asleep, 
without any worry that they might be dropped, completely trusting and so at rest. I 
wonder, is it even possible that my soul, my spirit can find that space? 
 
Which brings me to number 4! Contentment is so elusive for me! So deeply 
desired, but so elusive in this wide awake, non-stop world, with an ever-growing 
list of demands, and stresses and strains, and pains and sorrows and griefs and 
tragedies. And growing up from being a little child only increases this collective 
sense that life’s journey seems to conspire against a calm and quiet soul. 
 
The soothing balm for David is that his hope is rooted in The LORD, the Living 
God, with a real history of saving, guiding presence, a heavy hand of mercy, and 
faithfulness to keep promises. No one knows this better than David! 
 
It’s a song for the road toward Jerusalem, for the journey of life. David’s, Israel’s, 
yours and mine. Contentment comes not in more, but in letting go, giving up, and 
giving into the Living Presence of the God who loves. Memorize this little ditty. 
Sink it into your mind and heart. Say it like a breath prayer on your journey through 
life. And rest in the One who is holding onto you. 
 
CONTENTMENT! 
 

Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School 2019-20:  “As the Good Book Says” 
 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105 
 
As Covenanters, we affirm that the Bible is “the Word of God, the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine, and conduct.”  Our 
ancestors in the faith were known for asking, “Where is it written?” whenever they were faced with a question of 
scriptural interpretation.  Yet, while we love and respect scripture, there is much in it that we struggle with and don’t 
understand.  How do we read the Bible?  How do we interpret some of its most difficult and challenging passages?  
What role does it play in our lives? 
 

Following our first study with Peter Enns, we’ll turn this month to an exploration of our own relationship to scripture.  
Join us on November 10th and 17th as we hear from staff and members of our congregation on their stories of 
interacting with the Bible.  We’ll also spend time in small groups, discussing our own stories.  Then, we’ll start the first of 
three weeks of Advent study on November 24th.  It’s sure to be another full month of fellowship and learning – we hope 
you will join us! 
 

Nov. 3rd – Intergenerational Sunday School - Upper Room Nov. 17th – Telling our Stories, part II 
Nov. 10th – Telling our Stories, part 1  Nov. 24th – The Story of Advent 

  
 

Wednesday Evenings 7 pm:  Adult Small Group Study 
 
Has your faith and relationship to God evolved over time?  Do you sometimes feel like you have more questions than 
certainty?  Do you struggle to know where doubt fits into the life of faith? 
 
Join Pastor Jen on Wednesday evenings for an open conversation based on Rachel Held Evans’s book Faith Unraveled 
(previously published as Evolving in Monkey Town).  Copies are available through the church if you are interested, or you can 
order one from Amazon.  You can read along, or just show up!  Pre-reading is not required; all are welcome.  Our study 
continues through November.  Please note that we will not meet on November 17 in light of Thanksgiving. 

 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 
Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  

Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor) 
2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room, 101 (first floor) 

4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 
Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5, in various locations (see details below) 

Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 
Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 

Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room and Library (details below) 
 

Children’s Sunday School 

New curriculum for 2019-2020 – Justice Journey for Kids 
 
With the belief that children are fully a part of the body of Christ, and in 
the hope that the next generation will celebrate the diversity of God's 
Kingdom and be empowered by the Spirit and the love of Christ to 
overcome the injustice inherent in a broken world. The ECC's Make 
and Deepen Disciples and Love Mercy Do Justice partnered to 
develop this resource. 

 

NOVEMBER UNIT  
Identify with God & Each Other  
October 27, November 10 & 17  
 
Session 1:  Made in God’s Image 
Session 2:  Appreciating the Diversity 

of God’s People 
Session 3:  Treating and Valuing 

Everyone Equally  

Bring the whole family and join us for Intergenerational 
SundaySchool on November 3rd! 
 

Bring the whole family and join us for Intergenerational 
Sunday School on November 3rd! 
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Hello there!  I am excited and looking forward to gathering together each 

Wednesday night for REFUEL  - Varoom! Varoom! 
 

This year our theme is - 

BEE Aware   BEE Active     BEE Kind  

As Christians we are to be imitators of God and have compassion for one another.  
Try putting yourself in someone else’s shoes. From Scripture we see the great empathy Jesus  

showed for the sick, the blind, the deaf, and more. Throughout Scripture we are taught 
 to humble ourselves and look at the interests of others. 

The world is changing.  It feels very complicated.  How are we preparing our children and ourselves for 
these changes?  The skill of empathy, as Jesus so obviously demonstrated and God demands of us, is 

more important now than ever.  We as a community of believers must know, understand and practice the 
skill of empathy and kindness: demonstrating our faithfulness to God.  My hope is that we will together 

become more aware of and more active in showing empathy and kindness. As adults we are called to 
be examples to those younger, whether we like it or not!  I want this year to be a time of learning and 

helping to shape our community where problems (individual, family, church, world) are not larger than we 
are and can be done by: 

“…believ(ing) the best about each other, valuing others above ourselves as Christ does.” 
(From WCC Faith Statement) 

 
We will have activities for all ages, a yummy meal together and of course  

EWE6 will be there to lead in singing! 
Come and participate in REFUEL!  

 

Weekly schedule as follows: 
5:30 Dinner – eat a yummy meal and enjoy time with family and friends. 
6:00 “Seeing and Bee-ing” time. (Adults and toddlers remain at dinner). 

All kids 4-12 (older are certainly welcome) when finished eating will gather to hear about the 
evening story and help to prepare for worship through art work, skits, songs, and story-telling. This is 
YOUR opportunity to be part of the show! 

6:30 REFUEL -  “BEE AWARE” 
 Singing and Worship 
7:00 Age 4 – 5th Grade – Art and gym   

 Discipleship – Pastor Joel (6th – 12th Grade) 
 Bible Study with Pastor Hawk, discussing the scripture passages for the coming Sunday. 
 Adult Small group – Pastor Jen (details below) 
7:40 Buzz Home! 

HARVEST DINNER – Sunday, November 3, 5:00 p.m. 
 
Friends and family are welcome to join us for potluck dinner at church.  The evening begins in the sanctuary with a 
program featuring Dimitri German (baritone), Liana Gineitis (mezzo-soprano) and Chuck Foster (piano) performing 
vocal duets from hit musicals, operas, and even some favorite jazz standards.  Following the program we gather in 
fellowship hall for dinner.  (Drop off your dish in the kitchen on your way in…we have ovens to keep the food warm).  
Table service, dessert and beverages will be provided.  Also, at this time we invite you to contribute to the monetary 
Christmas gifts that we send from WCC to the career missionaries that we support.  Join us for a fun evening. 
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Trustee Notes 
 
 
This month’s trustee note comes from Tom 
Sharp, our treasurer, substituting for our 
trustee chair, Julie Bromley.  
  
Thank you for your continued faithfulness in 
providing monies for the trustees to spend 
and allocate to the missions and operations 
of the church!   As you can see, our shortfall 
has declined from a year ago at this 
time.  Last year our shortfall was $78k, and 
as of 9/30/2019, it’s $52k, so for that we 
should all be thankful and hopeful.  Our 
general fund cash is ($90k).   As we have in 
other years but to a lesser degree, in 
previous years, we are utilizing cash in our 
exchange accounts (monies temporarily on 
deposit for event activities of the 
church).  Historically, general fund giving has 
been strong enough in the latter months of a 
year to make up the shortfall, and not be in 
such a negative general fund cash position. 
 
With expected expenses of $242k in the next 
3 months, for us to break even for the year, 
we’ll need  $294K  (242k + 52k shortfall 
=$294k). In the last 4 months of last year we 
received $272k, so that is a reasonable 
expectation. 

Mission Opportunities 

A JUST HARVEST – November 7th and 21st , at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen.  
New participants are always welcome to join the cooking crew.  On the 21st we are asked to send a crew to the 
Kitchen to serve the food.  Leave from church at about 4:30 and return about 7:00.  Contact Linnea Johnson to 
volunteer or with questions. 

 
GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY – November 16th  from 8:30-11:15 a.m.   

Please help with this meaningful and rewarding ministry of repacking donated food. Everyone 14 and older is 
welcome.  Please register by October 15th with Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O'Donovan. Next month's date is 
December 21st. 

 
 

ANNUAL INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
 

This annual service will be held on Tuesday, November 26 – 7:30 p.m. 
 
Congregation Sukot Shalom in Wilmette will host the service.  Once again, singers are welcome to join the interfaith 
choir; please arrive at 6:00 p.m. to rehearse.  The service is sponsored by the New Trier Multi Faith Alliance.  Watch 
your bulletin for further details. 
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Library Corner 
§ Check out the first shelves as you enter the library.  We will highlight several books for your consideration (see 

below) as well as checkout procedures.  
§ There is also a box for recent Christian Literature donations.  Any books not used in our library will be donated 

to other libraries or recycled.  
§ Have you read a recent book you’d like to share?.  We are seeking ‘guest reviewers’.  See Judi Geake if you 

are interested.   
 
Faith; a journey for all by Jimmy Carter, Winner of the NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 
“As President Carter examines faith’s many meaning, he describes how to accept it, live it, how to doubt and find 
faith again. A serious and moving witness from one of America’s most admired and respected citizens.” 

Christianity After Religion by Diana Butler Bass 
A look at the “spiritual but not religious trend”. Richard Rohr, O.F.M. says of this book, “Join Bass in rebuilding 
religion from the bottom up!” Parker Palmer, author of Let Your Life Speak says, “An important and life-giving book, 
written by one of our finest religious writers.  

BAD RELIGION. How We Became a Nation of Heretics by Ross Douthat 
“As the youngest-ever op-ed columnist for the New Your Times , Ross Douthat has emerged as one of the most 
provocative and influential voices of his generation. In Bad Religion he offers a masterful and hard-hitting account of 
how American Christianity has gone off the rails – and why it threatens to take American Society with it.“ 

Memoir Writing Group for Women AND Men 
 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, November 12 at 1:00pm in the library.  Topic prompt: Thanksgiving. Think back to 
the Thanksgivings of your youth. Where did you celebrate? Who attended? What has the menu? Was anything unusual 
included as part of the menu or the day?  Naturally, you are always welcome to write about anything you want! Why not 
give this group a try? Visit for the first time without writing. Just listen to our stories! We think you’ll want to contribute 
yours the following month.  Questions?  Contact Judi Geake. 

Narthex Art Display  
We welcome the Artwork and Poetry of Chicago 
guest, Sarah Suzanne Noble, which will be on 
display through November in our narthex.  Many 
of the poems are from her recently published 
book, “I CRY UNTO YOU, O LORD : poems of 
lament.” (Cladach Publishing)  May this display 
speak to our hearts and minds.  You may read 
more information on the poster outside our 
library.  Inquiries about purchasing any of the art 
work hanging in the narthex should be directed to 
the church office. 
 

Men’s Fellowship  
 
All men of the church are encouraged to be a 
part of men’s fellowship, which meets the first 
three Saturday mornings of each month at 8:30 
a.m.  The men of the group take turns leading 
the discussion on a topic of each leader’s 
choosing. 
 

 

Love Mercy Do Justice 
Please join us for a movie & discussion or a discussion group. 
 
LMDJ Movie afternoons 
• January 11: Just Mercy – in the theater with Kingdom 

Covenant Church.  Time and location TBD 
• March 12-15: Learning to Love our Muslim Neighbors with 

Covenant Missionary Andy Larse.  We will watch his 
documentary, Make Hummus Not Walls.  Time TBD 

• April 18: Banished at 2 pm in the Youth Room. A 2006 
documentary film about four U.S. cities which were part of 
many communities that violently forced African American 
families to flee in post-Reconstruction America. 

 
LMDJ Quarterly Reading Nights 
• Tuesday, November 12:  Model Minority Myth, article 

forthcoming. 
 
Please join us as we worship at Kingdom Covenant, our sister 
church, at 11800 Indiana Ave in Chicago.  We go the second 
Sunday of every month.  The next Sunday will be November 10.  
Watch the bulletin for updates. 
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Women’s Ministries 
 
Following are ongoing groups and opportunities for women of the church.  They all welcome new participants at any time. 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE.  We meet at 11:30 a.m. on the 
second Thursday of the month at the Bistro at Covenant 
Living of Northbrook and stay for a time of fellowship.  
Although we meet at Covenant Living, all senior women are 
encouraged to join us.  You need not be a resident there.  In 
November the date is the 14th.  Contact Gladys Johnson. 
  
STITCH AND STUDY, combining prayer, conversation and 
craft/needlework projects, meets on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the home of Marilynn Nelson.  New 
participants are always welcome to come with or without a 
project.  In November we meet on the 19th. 
 
TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY – TIME CHANGE!.  
Class will begin from now on at 10:00 Tuesday mornings.  
You may still come early and enjoy your second cup of 
coffee!  Join us in our 11-week study of the books of 
Colossians and Philemon.  Our contemporary experiences of 
diverse and often confusing religious and theological views 
are not unlike those of first century Christians in the church at 
Colossae.  We will examine the lure of today’s popular 
religions, gurus, and cultists along with Paul’s timely 
message of the sufficiency of the Living Christ.  We meet at 
church; fellowship enriches our mornings.  Study guides will 
be available.  Questions: contact Joann Larson.  
 
2020 WOMENS RETREAT – the 2020 Women’s Retreat is 
scheduled for the weekend of February 7-9 at Covenant 
Harbor.  Judi Geake will be our speaker and the theme will be 
“Finding Yourself in God’s Story & Sharing Your Story with 
Others.”  Registration has begun and will continue through 
November 3rd.  The retreat is always a good way to make 
new connections with the women of the church in an informal 
setting. 

 
 
 

NEXT CHAPTER NEWS.  Please note change of 
location in November.  Due to a scheduling conflict on 
the speaker’s part, the original program has been 
postponed until after the first of the year. 
 
This month, we will cuddle up on the couches in the 
youth room and watch a Spiritual Cinema Circle 
production called “Happy.”  Filmed all around the 
world, it documents how different people, and different 
cultures define happiness.  Popcorn, hot cider, and 
cozy blankets/afghans will be provided, or bring your 
own. 
 
December:  Christmas Tea at the Deerpath Inn in 
Lake Forest, Thursday, December 12 at 2:45 p.m.  
Cost is $45 plus tax and tip so start saving your 
pennies.  We are ABSOLUTELY limited to 15 
reservations so contact Judi Geake as soon as 
possible.  First come, first served.  If we have several 
people on the waiting list, we will plan a second event 
here at the church on another day. 
 
Next Chapter welcomes any woman who has the time 
and desire to make new friends or is entering a new 
chapter of life.  Email Judi Geake to receive Next 
Chapter news. 
 
LUCIA BREAKFAST, PROGRAM & BOUTIQUE. 
Saturday, December 7.  Breakfast at 9am followed by 
program and boutique.  Reservations for breakfast will 
be taken on November 10 and 17.  Cost: $15/adults 
and $7.50/children.  If you are interested in having a 
table at the boutique, contact Jane Rivi.  Baked items 
welcome to add to the deli and baked goods sale.  If 
interested in helping in any way, please contact a 
member of the WCW planning Committee.  Watch your 
bulletin for more details. 

Youth News 
 
Feed My Starving Children: Jr. High & Sr. High 
Wednesday, November 6th, 5PM-8:15PM 
All youth are welcome to join us and Libertyville Covenant for a time of service at Feed My Starving Children.  We will 
leave Winnetka at 5PM (pizza will be provided to eat in the car) and participate in the 6-7:30PM time slot of preparing 
packages of food to be shipped all over the world.  We will leave as soon as the service time is over, which should put us 
close to 8:15PM return time.  RSVPS are necessary for this event, so please contact Pastor Joel to reserve your 
spot for this event. 
 
Dude & Lady Dude Night: Sr. High 
Friday, November 8th starting at 7PM-March 9th till 10AM 
All High School Students are welcome to join us for our church lock-in!  Contact Pastor Joel for more details & look for 
more information to come about the details of the event via email. 
 



 

 

  

 

A community trip to Israel and Palestine will 
take place October 13–22, 2020.  Join Pastor 
Hawkinson for this holy time of pilgrimage and learning 
together.  Brochures are available, and information can 
be found on the church website.  Details about this 
exciting opportunity will be unfolding.  Please be in touch 
with Pastor Hawkinson with further questions or to 
register your interest.  Welcome! 
 

 
WCC Welcomes New Members! 
A group of those wishing to become members of 
Winnetka Covenant Church is being formed.  If you are 
interested in taking this step of faith and commitment 
to the Church, please contact Pastor Hawkinson, who 
can answer your questions and help you through the 

 
CSO Concert Opportunity 
 

We were asked by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra if 
they could use our parking lot as a gathering spot for 
concert attenders who take a bus downtown for Friday 
afternoon concerts.  In return for this the church is being 
given two tickets for each of those concerts.  We will 
make these tickets available to any of our members who 
would like attend a concert, on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  The dates of the concerts for this fall are: 
     November 1st 
     December 6th, 13th, 20th  
These are all Friday afternoon concerts and the tickets 
are free – however, if someone would like to also take 
the bus the cost for that would be $30 per person. 
 

If you are interested in a pair of tickets, please call the 
church office.  There will be additional dates in 2020. 

Winnetka Covenant Choir Concert 
Saturday, December 21 – 7:30 p.m. 

 
Join us December 21st at 7:30pm in the sanctuary for a 
performance of the Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah. 
We are excited to partner with choir members of New Vision 
Covenant Church and to feature guest soloists, 
instrumentalists, and a sing-along Hallelujah chorus. 
Rehearsals are Thursday evenings, 7:00-7:45 in the choir 
room (the front half of regular choir rehearsal). All are 
welcome! 

 
 

Holly Fair – Covenant Living of Northbrook 
Saturday, November  9 – 9 am – 3 pm 
 

Antiques, collectibles, crafts, jewelry, books, Christmas 
decorations, and much much more!  Baked goods and coffee 
shop; Lunch available at the Bistro.  All are welcome. For 
more information, call 847 480 6380. 
 
 
Covenant Point Christmas Camp 
Registration is open for Christmas Camp at Covenant Point, 
December 27-January 1.  This is a camp for all families, 
friends, and individuals.  For more information or to register 
go to www.cpbc.com/christmascamp. 
 

Mailbox 
 
On behalf of the families we serve, thank you for your 
financial contribution to Family Promise Chicago 
North Shore.  Thank you also for your service hosting 
and housing some of the families we serve who are 
homeless.  Together we serve, 

Richard Day 
Family Promise Chicago North Shore 

Board President 

Congregational Listening Sessions 
hosted by the Governance Task Force 
on Changing our Board and Committee 
Structure 
 
Several years ago, WCC participated in an assessment 
through the Veritas program, an initiative directed by the 
Congregational Vitality department of the ECC.  That 
assessment revealed for us several key areas for attention in 
the life of our church, among which was our organizational 
structure.  Though we have since navigated several years of 
staff transition, we are now at a good point to start 
investigating this further.  In light of that, I have convened a 
small team:  Andrea Johnson, Brian Madvig, Susan Schmitt, 
and Armour Swanson, called the Governance Task Force 
(GTF).  Over the next six months, the GTF will be working to 
draft a proposal for reorganizing the board and committee 
structure of our church.  Our first step is to get widespread 
input from the congregation.  So far, we have talked to 
members of the executive board and pastoral staff, but we 
want to hear from you! 
 
We will be hosting two congregational “listening sessions” in 
the month of November for the purpose of hearing your 
feedback on our current structure, and your hopes for any 
changes.  These will take place on Wednesday, November 
6 at 7pm in the library and Sunday, November 17 at 
12noon in the sanctuary.  Everyone is invited and 
encouraged to attend.  Please direct any questions or 
comments to myself or members of the GTF.  – Pastor Jen 
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 Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, worshiping 

together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 

We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, gender 
identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and challenges.  We 

invite you to join us wherever you are on your spiritual journey and to 
participate with us in the life of the church. 

 

 

Service Opportunities 
 
Recycle, reuse, donate – caring for our world and our neighbors – we have several 
ongoing opportunities for donations and recycling.   
 

• Non-perishable food items are collected for the North Park Friendship Center food pantry.  They may be 
left in the basket by the mission display. 
 

• Clothes and household items are collected for Jesus People to sell in their thrift shop or use in their 
ministries.  These items can be left in the bin in the closet by the double doors of the fellowship hall. 

 

• Used glasses are collected in a basket on the mission display table.  They are reworked/refurbished as 
needed and given to people around the world who otherwise have no access to glasses. 
 

• Used toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes (with every drop squeezed out of them), and tooth-related 
packaging are collected in a box by the mission display area.  They are sent to an organization which 
recycles them responsibly.  This summer over four pounds were sent off for recycling.  Admittedly, it’s a drop 
in the bucket, but it’s an easy thing to do and means that much didn’t go into a landfill.  

  


